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USIC school Shurer
Dhara staged Tasher Desh
: on the occasion of

Nababarsha at the Lalmatia Girls
School, Tuesday last. Based on the
classic play by Rabindranath Tagore,
the play was directed by popular
Indian theatre activist Gora
Sharbadhikari.

This is the first such effort by

Shurer Dhara, led by celebrated

Tagore singer Rizwana Chowdhury
Bonya. After welcoming the audi-
ence, Bonya briefly presented the
history of Tusher Desh. She also
welcomed the visiting Indian art-
istes Gora Sharbadhikari,
Debashish Hajra and Animesh
Chandra and paid tributes to the
Tecent victims of the accident at a
‘garmentfactory in Savar.

The play began with the song
Khoro bayu boy begey. This won
‘applause from the audience, which
comprised children and their
parents, The performance of the
actors Pijush Barua, Tapan Sarkar,
Kanak Khan, Shahin Suraiya Haque
and others was impressive. How-
ever, the costume and make-up
needed attention.

The storyline: A strange land
ijghcrc the powers that be strictly
regulate every action of the people.

is results in unhappiness and
lack of creativity among -people,
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A scene from the play Tasher Desh

and theland appearslifeless. Mean-
while, a prince and his companion
arrive at the country and bring
about a change in the whole sce-
nario, People aspire to be inde-
pendent and the land becomes

colourful due to the enthusiasm of
thecommon people,

Among the background singers
Shwati Sarkar, Adrita Anwar,
Shibhon Acharya, Bidisha, Andalib,
Sharmin and others rendered

\ ~
i"

=

==

=

CULTURE

HO:!«.R
snn-gs. The attractive stage-- made
under a banyan tree -- was
designed by Rupam' Chowdhury,
while the choreography of the

dance sequences by Tamanna
Rahmanwas spectacular,

- Folk Talent

Mystic singer Nasima Dewan

KAVITA CHARANJIL

"Amaro Jibono Orey.." sings Baul
singer Nasima Dewan in the course
of a conversation. When one listens
to her spiritual songs, it is casy to
understand how she sometimes
moves the audience to tears.
Explains Nasima, "The songs reflect
the feelings of people, their happi-
ness and sorrows. The divide
between the artiste and the audi-

women Baul singers are liberated
and sometimes go miles ahead of
men professionally. Nasima,
expresses her ignorance on this
issue.Yet, as she says, she shied away
from marriage because she wanted
to concentrate on hersinging career,
However she did get married. She
has balanced music and family with
support from her husband Akkas
Dewan, who is also a singer, com-

love of common people who like my
songs, " says Nasima. According to
Akkas, Nasima shuns the materialis-
tic way of life and can be called a
spiritual seeker.

Sometimes Akkas and she sing
duets. As she says, there are times
when the audience asks him to sit
down while she sings. Likewise, she
i5 occasionally the first choice in a
group of singers.

she wants to die singing. "Music
gives me peace of mind. My songs
have a universal appeal,” she says.
She will sing at Ramna Batamul on
PahelaBaisakh.

Her goal is to attain greater suc-
cess and gain popularity all over the
world. As astep in this direction, she
is receptive to an invitation from
Tareque Masud and Indian singer

culture@thedailystar.nel
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Balshakhl celebrations in Dhaka

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

dances, songs, recitalsand afair.

To celebrate the Pahela  Baishakh, the Bangla New
Year, different organisations are set to hold various

programmesall overthe countrytoday.

The traditional musical soiree, held by
Chhayanaut to welcome the New Year, will begin at
sunrise, The day]ong programme will include

Parkinthemorning.

Bangla Academyisholding a cultural programme
todayatthe Academny's Nazrul Stage.

Rishijo Shilpi Goshthiis holding a special perfor-
manoe at the Bhashani Sharak, in front of Shishu

Bengal Foundation has organised a three-day-
long programme, starting from yesterday. Today the

Field and the attractions are Tagore
drama, folksongs, instrumentals, Jatra and artshow.

Orchestra is holding a musical programme, titled
Takdum Takdum with Kiron Chandra

event starts at 8:30 am at the Gu]shan Youth Club

songs, dance

and

Chandana Majumdar at the All Community Club,

Gulshan.

premises,

7:30pm).

~Neelanjana Palli is staging a fashion show at the
‘Winter Garden of Hotel Sheraton at 4:30 pm. Ad's
Science will also organise Grand Gala Fashion Show
atthe MultiPurpose Hall of Gulshan Club at 7pm.
Nazrul Institute is organising a special cultural
programme and prize giving ceremony of children's
art and Nazrul song competition at the Institute's

Sargam Lalitkala Academy and Mirittika holds a
poetry recitation and musical soiree at the Rabindra |
Sarovarof DhanmondiLake. :

Shanto-Mariam University of Creative Technol-
ogyis staging a musical programme today at BSCIC
training institute.

Palli Baul Shamzj Unnayan Shangstha, & Baul
singers' organisation, holds a Baul Festival at the
Engineers' Institution today. Baul singers from all
aver the countrywill participateinthe programme,

- InGungchil Baishakhi Utshab four popular films
will be screened at the Shawkat Osman Auditorium ,
today. The films are Jay Baba Felunath (at 9:00am),
Charuibhati (at 11:00am and 4:30pm), Abar Aronye
(1:00pm) and Off Beat (3:30pm, 6:30pm and

Impress Telefilms Ltd. is going to telecast the
launching event of their fortnightly entertain-
ment magazine Anando Ale today. The
programme is being telecastlive at8:45 am.

Wearing the shades of Baishakhi

sketch of aweaver making muslin, by
distinguished artist and’ sensitive
observer of architecture Sir Charles
D'Oyly (1781-1885) who worked as a
Collector of Dhaka (1808-1811) in the

with a golden hue, is another T-shirt
designed by Dhruba Esh.
Karushilpa by Saleh Mahmud and
a series of Lokaj by Anisuzzaman
Sohel with colourful folk-craft motifs

encesoonmeltsaway." poserandlyricist. What's next for Nasima? She Moushumi Bhoumik to go abroad Indian Civil Service. However, this .4 alpanasand Shabyasachi Hajra's

" A definite watershed for Nasima " My basic achievement is the makes the dramatic statement that  andsing Baulsongs. hr::)n. ]f,l;\htlrk hasbeentaken fromthe 175 3 capturing the glimpses of the
v&asherperfonnancenfthcrehgmus il 2 by sﬂmgg;;? %’;m:{n; world's festivals add splashes of
song Jodi Beheste Jaite Chao for the coloursto this festival.

acclaimed  Matir; Moina. Regalling
those eventful days, Nasima goes
back 10 years when the filmmaker
Catherine Masud heard her sing at
Faridpur, Catherine apparently
enjoyed her performance so much
that she asked Nasima to come on
boardwith the MatirMoinateam,
The shooting of Matir Moina in
Gazipur was memorable for other
reasons, As she says one workday
she had another appointment in
Faridpur,  The shooting seemed
interminably long as director
Tareque Masud kept giving her
instructions. "Annoyed and bored",
shewas not able to perform sponta-
neously. However, "Tareque was
very cooperative. He said there

AFSAR AHMED

Gamchha--the unique local towel,

used by the Bangalees, especially the
rural folk, still retains its lure. In this
festive time of the Bangla
Nabobarsho, one can re-invent our
tradition by wearing the Gamchha
differently, On this joyous occasion,
in its ongoing exhibition, Nitya

look. As Bahar says, "It's just an
innovation to popularse the charm
of Gamchha amongst the younger
generation,”

Like Gamchha another folk tradi-
tion Haat Pakha--hand fans made of
clothes, cane, bamboo and palm
leaves, where rural women have
inscribed some messages with nee-
dles and colourful threads for their

would be one last shot and then 1 Upahar displays a medley of T-shirts ?)B]D‘ff.‘d, is onthe verge of extinction
could go," reminisces Nasima. inan arrayoffabulous colours. in this era of electric fans. But Saleh
She is also a member of the An 1173 inches long piece of Mahmudusesthis beautiful motifon
Shahwali Baul Shilpi Shangstha, Gamchha, appliqued on a off-white  his T-shirt Haat Pakha and tries to

The organisation has 30-40 Baul Tshirt titled Hajar Bochhor Dhorey ~ remindusofourrichtradition.
' (For thousands of years) designed by The T-shirt titled Dhakai Muslin

singers and they often get invited to
perform in various pans of the
country.

There is a general bﬂllﬂg‘ that

Nasima Dewan (C) lending her voice in Matir Moina
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Bahar Rahman with a brief descrip-
tion of Garnchha, is not only magnif-
icent buit also has a traditional festive

e

evokes thelost heritage of our golden
fabric that once conquered the world
with its finest texture. There is a rare

embaossed on a white and light choc-
olate background andis a docutrien-
tationofourgloriouis past.
Banglar Mukh Ami Dekhiachi--
this timeless line of Jibonando Das --
is captured in a lyrical picture of a
river, boat and lavish greenery of the
countryside. On a black background

- Nitva Upahar's .Baishakhi. r.-x}uhp
tion ‘contains 4 total 'of 15 designs_

" among which six are new. Apart

from these, there are two T-shirts
for children: Aamar Shonar Bangla
and Khara Duto Shing. The exhibi-
tionwill run till April 30.

T-shirts capture various traditional patterns
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