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3 Coming out of the shadows

Time out with Keramat Moula

Traditional Chaitra Shangkranh

to be observed in thecity

o

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK staff artist and retired recently. as CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT inaugurated by former Chief Justice The State Minister for Cultural
the Controller of Designs from the HabiburRahman. Besides, participa-  Affairs Begum Selima Rahman will

HARACTER artistes are BTV, | Today, Chaitra Shangkranti, is the  tion of the theatre workers, tradi-  attend a special programme organ-

often left in the shadows of He recalls taking part in the last day of the Bangla year. Though it tional and classical oriental events  ised by Jatiyo Granthakendra at the

the mainstream lead actors. second play telecast on BTV, which 15 not widely celebrated through  areincludedinthe programme.” Central Public Library auditorium.

What we forget is that these actors was sometime around ' 1964. Emi- colourful events like Pahela "Shahadad Hossain will play the ~ She will present books to thepub-

have devoted their lives to the craft

of acting and it is they who fortify
the intricate strings of the story of a
play or a movie. Keramat Moula is
an actor who belongs to this cate-
goryofartistes.

After a long hibernation, Moula
has recently returned to the main-
stream films in the role of a vallain.
In this work he enacts the role of a
treacherous teacher in Humayun
Ahmed's much talked about novel
Nandito Noroke. "The characterhas
been developed vividly, Hopefully,
it will leave an impression among
theviewers,” says Moula. The filmis
inits final stage of editing.

Another contemporary film,
Molla Barir Meye, directed by
Salauddin Laviu, will be released
soon, says Moula. Here, Mouladons
theroleof aspiritualhealer.

Incidentally, Moula has been
consistently chosen to play nega-
tive roles in numerous memorable
films. For instance, in the feature
film, Shurjo Dighol Bari, produced
years back, he essays the role of
Karim Baksh, a mischievous peas-
ant. The struggle forexistence of the
landless has been depicted explic-
itlyin the film. "Dolly Anwar, my co-
actress, depicts the ill-fated wife,

. who hastoleave her young sonand

husband' in search of food and

clothing. She did a marvellous job

inthe film,” addsMoula.

“To give it a realistic touch, while
shooting for the film, we had to sit
on a dingy for two whole days till it
finally rained. Nowadays, it is next
to impaossible for artistes to spend
s0 much time for that oné perfect
shot."

"People often inquire why I
portray characters that hardly
resemble my real self. Well that's
what quality actors are meant to
do," states asmiling Moula.

Keramat Moula
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& 1 “ To give it a realistic touch, while shooting
for the film, we had to sit on a dingy for
two whole days till it 2

finally rained.

How didit all begin?Iask. “While
still' a student of college we
arranged a play at our local
Shantinagar Club. Shilpacharya
Zainul Abedin was the president of
the club then. The play was titled

Bharatey Chai (Tenant Wanted). 1
directed as well as acted in the
play,” reminisces Moula.

After graduating from the Insti-
tute Of Fine Arts, Moula joined the
design section (of the then PTV) as

nent playwright Nurul Momen
wrote the play. However, as Moula
puts it, "I hardly remember the
name of the play since it happened
agesago.”

A unique blend of a painter and
an actor, Moula is involved with the
group Theatre (Natak Sarani).
Charidikey Judhdho, Onek Tarar
Hath Chani, Jamidar Darpan, Dui
Bon, Rakhkhushi, are a few of his
notable theatrical works. Surjo
Dighol Bari directed by Mohiuddin
Shaker and Sheikh Neyamat Ali,
Padma Nadir Majhi a joint venture
film with India, directed by Gautam
Ghosh, Tanvir Mokammel's Nadir
Naam Modhumoti, Rajlokhkhi
Srikant are a few of his memorable
films, v

Moula is she vice-president of
the Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation, ex-vice -president of
Charushilpi Sangstha, executive
member of Theatre and the vice-
presidentofWari Club.

Explaining his philosophy,
Moula says, "I have never tried'to
run away from life; rather I' have
tried to confront it with a positive
attitude. 1 have found out that
instead of munning after particular
events or precious moments it is
preferable to seek happiness from
life itself. Life gives you immensely
but takes away most of it if you are
negligent. -

"The fundamental qualities of
an actor should be to have an open
mind towards society at large, so
that one can depict the roles that
are required. Actors must have
dedication, intellect and most
importantly be in touch with
reality.

"An actor must observe society.
through a magnifying glass so that
he is able to portray the roles with
ease,” concludes Moula.

Bangladesh1 cuisine in Kolkata

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

1 What, better .way..to. observe
Pahela Baisakh than a treat for
the taste buds? Yes, the hus-

band-wife duo of Nahid and”

Shawkat Osman have brought
a touch of Bangladeshi food to
Kolkata. The occasion: the
second 10-day Bangladesh
Food Festival in' Taj Bengal,
Kolkata, which concludes on
April 17.

1o whet the appetite of food
butffs, the cooking couple offer
a variety of delectable dishes.

The first Bﬂ.ngladcsh Food
Festival was held in Mumbai
Hiljon and Mumbaz Tea Centre
for lsdays

Reminiscing on the Mumbai
festivalheld in September last
year, Shawkat says, " The suc-
cess of the Mumbai event has
brought in awareness among
the Indian gourmets that
Bangladeshi food is definitely
different from what they know
as 'Bangla food'. In addition,
their appreciation of these
dishes was reflected in at least

Baishalch, the first day of Bangla year
in Dhaka or other cities, Chaitra
Shangkranti is a very popular cul-

areas of Bangladesh. Melas and social
gatherings are armanged to celebrate
the day. Halkhata, (opening of new
account books) related to the econ-
omy and culture of rural life, is a very
popularritual.

The Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation (BGTF) has been cele-
brating the day over the last three
years. Their questis to fuse the mate-
rialistic urban life with tradition.
Mamunur Rashid, Chairman of
BGTE says, "Chaitra Shangkrantiis a
traditional festival related to our
roots. In rural Bangla people cele-
brate the date by lighting Akash
Pradip, a kind of flare, with the hope
of better days in the coming year, In
keeping with tradition, we will cele-
brate Chaitra Shangkranti with
enthusiasmandcelebration.”

This evening, BGTF will hold
cultural programmes at the Mahila
Samiti Mancha to observe Chaitra
Shangkranti, As in the previous.two
years, Keramat Moula, the Vice
President of BGTE has been selected
as the convenor of the arrangement.
He says, "In the last date of Bangla
1411, we have organised a colourful
evening to observe Chaitra
Shangkranti, The programme will be

sarod, while Bari Siddiqui and Abdul
Hakim on flute, Nusrat Momotaz
Rupashi *on violin® will' perform.

* Lighting traditional clair lamps in the hope of a brighter tomorrow
tural trend, particularly in the mural ™

Abinash Shil will play dotara,
Acclaimed Lalon singer Farida Parvin
and modemn singer Syed Abdul Hadi
will perform. Shiblee-Nipa duo will
presentdance,” says Keramat.

The other attraction of the func-
tion is the enthusiastic presentation
of dhol, kansh and jhanjhor by the
theatre workers.

Liaquat Ali Lucky, Secretary Gen-
eral of BGTE says, "In the Banglayear
1411, we expect to introduce profes-
sionalism in our theatre. If the
patronage at the private level
increases in the coming year, we
expect that we will be able to reach
the target."

Theatre activists of the country
also hope for greater peace in the
country so that they can give their
optimum to this performing art and
also preserve diversified indigenous
artforms in this era of globalisation.

Palli_Bayl,Shamsj Unnayan
Shangstha, a Baul singers’ onganisi,
tion will stage a Baul Festival at the
Engineers' Institution today. Baul
singers from all over the country will
participate atthe programme,

Nazrul Institute will also hold a
children's art and Nazrul song com-
petition, atthe Institute’s premises.

lishers, literary personalities and
also people from different walks of
life to promote the tmnd of‘prc-

senting books as gifts on the o
sion of Chaitra S.'zanglml!d am:l o
Nababarsha.

Cultural organisation, Sl'f.urcr
Dhara will stage a dance dfama,
Tasher Desh, at the Lalmatia Girls
School.

Padatik Nattya Sangsad will
celebrate Chaitra Shangkranti for
the third time at the Rabindra
Sarovar. The dance troupes of
Sharmila Bandyapadhyay, Tamanna
Rahman, Nrityam and
Nrityanandan will perform dance
pieces while Tagore singers Tapan
Mahmud, Fahim Hossain
Chowdhury, Nayma Ali, Nahar,
Jamil, Salma Akbar, Sajed Akban
Nargis Chowdhury, Lilly Islam and
Mita Haq will render songs along
with different musical groups'such
as Geetanjali, Kranti, Nibedon,
Padatik Sangeet Sangsad. Folk
singers Biswajit Ray, Biman
Chandra Biswas and Bijon Misrawill

‘perform different genres of songs.

The play Jalbalika will be staged at
the end ofthe programme,
Shanto-Mariam Uni\rcmily of
Creative Technologywill also stage a
fashion show todayat the un]vemty
premises.
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For starters there's borhani S Hindi TV channels and two The students of
and potato cheese chops. EnglishTVchannels. Independent
Those who relish rustic  Mumbaiisnot the only stop Universityof =
Bangladeshi fare can go for for Shawkat and Nahid. They Bangladesh's '
fried bamboo shrubsor pump- have received invitations to Arts Club perform
kin leaves along with steamed continue the Bangladesh Food a dance at the
rice. Other attractions are fried Festival in Kerala, New Delhi inaugural day of
lobsters, Padmar Hilsa, mush- and Shantiniketan. Going an eight-week
room curry spiced with capsi- westwards, the duo looks for- long workshop on
cum, tomato and fenugreek, ward to a mini-version of the theatre at the
Bangladeshi dal, to mention festival to be heldin NewYork Baridharaci_m-__ :
justafew. onApril 23. pus, S
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