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Hans Chrirtsan Anderven Bicentennial

Puppets with messages

ERSHAD KaMOL

UPPET theatre or Putulnach

is an artistic, enterlaining

and message-oriented art
form. One of the stalwarts of pup-
petry in the country is artist
Mostafa Monwar.

Two puppet shows, staged by
Monwar, were held on April 10 and
11. To observed the bicentennial of
legendary fairytale writer Hans
Christian Andersen, the Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy and the
Royal Danish Embassy jointly
arranged the function.

The host of the April 10 event,
Hanne Tornager, the Cultural and
Development Consultant sought
help to-translate her speech. The
trademark puppet character
Gittu', a popular puppet character
introduced by Mostafa Monwar,
appeared on stage to help her
Through the conversation between
Gittu and Hanne and then with
Danish Ambassador Niels Severin
Munk and director Monwar a rap-
port was established with the audi-
ence. Later, popularpuppet charac-
ters-- Parul and Dadu-- made their
appearance.

The puppet show beganwith the
two shows-- Kusree Hansher
Chhana and Surer Pakhi -- the
audience recognised the effective-
ness of fairy tales in delivering
universal truths with allegorical
simplestories.

The first show was Kusree
Hansher Chhana, an adaptation of
Hans Christian Andersen's popular
fairytale The Ugly Duckling. The
show began with a scene of dawn

Surer Pakhi: A colourful scene from the puppet show

and a duck hatching eggs. As the
background scenario of the
sequence, designer Monwar por-
trayed a calm and idyllic mural Ban-
gladesh with symbolic blue colour
effect on the cyclorama. Andersen's
story had a Bangladeshi context.
The story developed with the emer-
gence from the eggs of four beauti-
ful yellow ducklings and anugly ash
coloured one. The simple story of
the ducklings, was a satire on man-
made divisions on racial and caste
lines. To add to the interest, a
human hunter performed wnh the
puppets.

Experienced stagehands won-

|
derfully created each and every
gesture and movement of the
ducks, cats, rats and human charac-
ters through puppets on stage.

After the end of the show of
Kusree Hansher Chhana, Gittu
appeared to provide entertainment
between the shows. With its witty
dialogues and movements, Gittu
had a lighter look at our habit of
watching cheap entertainment on
the TV  channels as well the alien-
ation of the young generation from
OUrtoots.

Subsequently, the second show--
Surer Pakhi, another adaptation
from Hans Christian Andersen's

story The Nightingale--avas staged.
Some strong messages were deliv-
ered through this show: the differ-
ence between natural learning and

bookish learning, among other
elements, Again Mostafa Monwar |

displayed his skills of creating
drama onstage through puppets.
Earlier; in his speech Mostafa
Monwar said, "Nowadays, because
of social turmoil children are losing
their aesthetic sense. They should
be entertained with more humane
art forms rather than artificial ones.
As fairytales always deal with purity
and truth, children should be
encouraged to read fairytales.”

Tinni is an upcoming talent in TV serials, and a
Jamiliar face in drama serial "69". Her spontane-
ity, facial expressions and non-method acting
have already fetched her a fan following among
the young generation. She's the perfect girl-nexit-
doorn, yetmore. Let's have alook at the real Tinni.

Howdid yougetinto modelling?

I participated in the Anondodhara Phologenic 2002
pageant and I was fifth runner up. I also won the title,
Sunsilk Miss Beautiful Hair, in that pageant, After that |
began getting offers to model. T'was always interested in
modelling and hence I started my careeron the ramp.
How did youbecome an actress?

In May 2004, my mentor and source of my inspiration
designer Emdad Hagque-- suggesied that I should begin
acting He asked me to contact Mustafa Sarwar Farugui,
the director of the drama serial 69. I did just that, but i
was not at all sure that [ would be cast in 69, Iwas liter-
ally shocked when the cast was announced and I got to
knowlwasgoing to play Dipain the serial.

Do yourelate tothe character Dipa?

Somewhat. Dipa is tomboyish, very cultural, loves
modelling and she's crazy about love: That pretty much
sums up nmy personality. However, Dipa can be physi-
cally aggressive and she's also an extrovert. [ don't have
thoseattributes in my personality.

What are the three essential things for you if you are
marooned on anisland?
My boyfriend, musicand movies, Exactlyin that order

Who areyour idols? [
Where modelling is concerned, Cindy Crawford. Anwng i I
the actors, definitely Shabana Azmi. :
Yourdream role? 5
Ashalatain Tagore's Chokher Bali. I did play Ashalatain = |
our school production of Chokher Bali, when I wasa ||
student of RK Mission School in Kolkata, THiS might i
sound funny, but I'd be interested in playing anyaristo- |
cratic housewife from a Tagore play. 1 just love the way. |
they dressed up and their exquisite ornaments, 'f;
What scares you the most?
People. Peophz can befriend you, yet sometimes daaeiw & Iy
you, gossip about you and bring you down. And tlkﬁlmi, [
definitelytiktikis, (1
Aninteresting incident thatstill makes youlaugh., L
1 was shopping at Chandni Chawk, when this fanmme 1
up to me and asked for my autograph. After he got my. |
autograph he went back to his friends and told them,
"That's the lady-cadre from 69", I remembered then, in = |
69, my character asks her husband to remove her veil on i
the wedding night and her husband tells her, "you'rea.
lady-cadre." i
The sweetest thing about you, :
I'mtoofriendly.
Theworst thing about you. |
I'mitoafriendly. !
Whatis yourmostrecentwork? i
Ijustfinishedshooting for the film Madein Bangiadesh. '
Where do you see yourselfin five years? '
On thecoverofamagazine, with mydaughter,

Pahela Baishakh specials on TV

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

On the occasion of the Bangla New
Year, television channels of the coun-

_try will' broadcast various special

programmes, including plays, maga-

Lal Shaly:Winner of eight National
Film Awards, the film will be telecast
on ntv. on Pahela Baishakh. The film
directed by Tanvir Mokammel, fea-
tures stars like Raisul Islam Asad,
Rowshan Jamil, Aly Zaker, Tauquir

zines, musicals etc.. Here is a glimpse - AhmedandMasudAliKhan.
ofthespedai.pmgmnmm iRaL Bangla. : Hosted . by
v e s N vt amiid Sharmin .menpgwqeshmv
K‘ch)m Kaﬂm K“c.khu Gaan will be telecast at 6:50pm. The history
Hosted by Syed Abdul Hadi, the regu-  ©f the Bangla calendar, the stones

lar musical programme will offer a
special episode on Nababarsha..
Manir Khan and Shakila Zafar will be
the guest artistes of the show, while
host Abdul Hadiwill perform a special
number. The programme will be aired
at 1:30pmm.

behind the naming of the Bangla
months and other interesting infor-
mationwill be presentedinthe show.
Cherag: Celebrated author
Humayun Ahmed offers yet another
television play on the occasion of
Bangla New Year. Directed by Meher

A dance sequence from Esho Hey Baishakh

Afroz Shaon, the play features Jayanto
Chatyapadhyay, Ejazul Islam, Chal-
lenger, Mithu, Munmun and others.
The story revolves around a person
whoselifeistransformed whena genie
grantshiswishes. The playwill be aired
at9:00pm.
ATN Bangla
Esho Hey Baishakh: Directed by
Abdus Sattar, this dance
programme choreographed by
Nilufar Wahid Papri.will be telecast
at2:30pm

Phirey Dekha Bangla Nabobarsho:
Eminent personalities Syed Shamsul
Hag, Mridul Kanti Chakravarti, Kiron

0 s N
Syed Abdul Hadi hosts Kichhu Katha

Chandra Roy, Abdul Qader, Dilara .
Zaman, Saiful Bar will reminisce on

the celebration of previous
Nabobarshos. Directed by Tashiq
Ahmed, the programme will be tele-
castal 3:05am.

Amar Bangladesh: Through this
programme, host Manzurul Haq
seeks to reveal how the people all
over Bangladesh celebrate the
Bangla New Year. The decaying
indigenous performing art forms
such as Pani Khela of Chak tribe of
Rangamati, Baishakhi Mela, Alcap
of Rajshahi, Letu Gaan and Ghetu
Gaan of Tangail, Hoyla, Royani and
Puthipath of Barisal will be briefly
Jpresented in the programme, The
showwill be telecastat 1:05pm.
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' 0[ Sisgmpur held at Hotel Sheraton

NEW ATTRACTION

Sisimpur hits BTV soon

Sesame Street just welcomed a new
addition to the family! Sisimpur, the
Bangladeshi adaptation of award-
winning children's television series
Sesame Street, is to debut on Friday;
April 15 at 9:05am on BTV, says a

Sesame Workshop in New York and
Nayantara Communications in
Bangladesh with renowned puppe-
teer Mostafa Monwar serving as
chief creative advisor, Sisimpur
features Bangla-speaking Muppets,
gnimation and live-action seg-
ments.

Spc.iking at the media screening

yril 10, the makers of the
programme said that the series will
target 3-6- year- old children and
encourage them to learn a range of
cognitive, social and emotional

skills related to literacy, numericals,

health, diversity, family and com-
munity, and Bangladeshi culture
through humour, music, fantasy
and dailylife situations. In addition,
the series develops local capacity in
early childhood education,
research, content development,
production, and educational out-
reach.

(R-L) Fuad Chowdhury, Gene George, Sara Zaker, Mamunur Raslﬂd and
Ratan Paul atthe media screening of Sisimpur. '

The characters include: Halum, a
tiger who enjoys playing and laugh-
ing, even when things go wrong;
Shiku, a curious jackal who comes
from a long line of clever family
members, but is actually very naive;
Tuktukd, a 5-year-old extrovert girl,

does 10 things at once; B.mi '[Im
Mikr, an affectionate 3-year-old -
who tries to do things by herself bul
doesn'talways succeed.

Each of the first 13 episodes will |
be broadcast Fridays at 9:05am and |
then repeated at 2:05pm on Satur-

Sisimpur features four Muppets,
specially developed for Bangladesh.

who enjoys being helpful butusually

days, Mondays and Wednesdays,

News Bulletin
BTV

|. News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
|, am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00

pm. 7:00 pm.

A1 News (Bangla) at8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
- pm.B:00 prn.
“}5 News (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm,

Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

., CHAMNEL-i

ol News (Bangla) &t 7:15 am. 8:00am,
! 2:00pm, 7:00 pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,

Live Talmswf#h

180 Aajker Shakel
¢+ Drama Seial:
i Sporsher Balrey .
Khoborbr Shonihianey
i Chbabi‘rGaan v hrs

PICK OF THE DAY

" meanadsm_"

From Tha Haan

300 GlobalWall! et
400 Dogs With Jobs 5130
4:45 DocEureka } :
530 INg Explorer - 1600
630, :-:._..SemdsmeDasasler e
T:30 | -5':30

wma Hwndal-iea\ry 7 il
ik Industries Shiward
Splal 4 Cartoon
‘Crossover !
- Healthy LMnanare
| WhalWeEat
' Man and Machine.
1.1 Secrel| LHua‘IFtsrrmﬂal'

| 1245am. o e

Telocast of BTV news (Bangla and Shukhnagar Apartment IndiaVs Pakistan
i =gy M 1130 pm, OnATN Banglaat8:00pm OnBTVand DD Sports at9:30am
Bli e Drama Serial Fourth ODI
b i g Cast: Tarek Anam, Bijori, Joy, Tamalika, Shahed, Oli Live from Ahmedabad, India
I News(Engiish) 8:20am,7:00pm — e cimst———
e M el 0930 EKDuTosn ;’:ﬁb  Home Alono 4 O Weekenders
i s | 40:35 | Mie PrioiokRay | 830 ArRage ' 730 Kumkum-PysraSa
f et Gora) MA00 1000 1220 Tak Show:islam k| 1048 mm " Bandhan o
::m' ";:;) ’m";:mm'z:m R . Baley AmmKiKed | 1245 Hangmanscurse 800! HefloDolie ' /| 830

00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm, “Bo A NG, STAR Gom ; 830 ._Demuagqrﬁraarsﬂ | gt

B HBO Ar AW AR 900 ' Kasaull Zindagi Kay
(/| News Hoadiines (Bangla) at 10:00 am. | aoas || 10:40  RaghuRomeo 930 Miles H
|| 12:00am.6:15 pm. 9:30pm. nmmsmato.atmar A2:00 | Ai25  Kuch HitKuch 10:00  Kkavyanjal o B
I| News (Bangla)7:30 am. 2:00 pm, 5:00 (Chokkin Naj * - | 145 | s L DUpeR, | 10:30 - Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii | 8:90
Ji-._‘ m.7:30 pri.40:30 pm. Dmm| ma; it _ bl o gl _1‘30 EK Tha Raja 11:00 K}MI‘MSEBS Bh‘[Kabﬁ | i |
14 Telacast of BTV News (Bangla and ; . RajaShannyashi | | 345 | Dennis TheMenace | 445 IkkePe lkka . BhOTH ' A -_.-'Pahstanmm!ndia
|| Engiish) at14:30 pm. -;--N'zs' “Shomoshamayik .| 545 American Outiaws | 880" Kartoos 11:30 KahﬁnTuHasa » S0 India Indi AVs Pakistan L 4:00
‘| TARA BANGLA o 10540 Musical Prmrnma 745 The Eighteanhmyge{': J 11345 Dushnan STAH WORLD C A odi nghrrgbla{S}

: | 0620 . Ayner Shamny. 1 9:30 . HalfPasiDead | STAR PLUS : .

f 1t AT S R0, K0 | 0B:00  Drama Serial: 11:30. ~ Camivale 03 Tipton |/ 123#1 ~Evewbodewes

. TaraNews (Bangla) at 830 pm, 11:30 pm. 4o Shukmmgar iR (PR i 530 Hit Filmein Hit Raymon
| - Yerm News Bangladesh (Bangia) at 9:30 Rt STAR MOVIES o Sangeet-20M | 100 Frasier
| _  DramaSorat B¢ | 1225 Subrmarnes | 600 MaalHaiToTaaHal | 130 MagmPl
CBRCWORLD |0 ChakhheChafey s 10 Alash Neol 2:00 Mumermcm |1Bi30 - Adventures OfMickey. .| 2:28 ' Star Asia Travel -
| Eveyhowronthe hour . ‘Drama Serial: 345 v Loser ot e L Anddonald | 230 Oprah Winfrey
i : ) _Shukherl.agaﬁﬂa 5:25 Cruel Intaminns 4 7:00 Disney's The 3:30/°  Bold And Beautiful

. i

e,
e

SRl

i T

e T

Ebipie

Sy

.‘;r%‘l‘;.

o

T




