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Geetanjali presents sweet
songs of spring

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

"The branches of the wayside
trees wereaching with blossom,

Gay notes’ of the flute came
[loating in the warm spring air
[from afarn

The citizens had gone to the
woods, to the festival of flowers."

--- Rabindranath Tagore

N the budding branch of a
O Shimul tree the cuckoo sits,
and sings sweet songs of
sprimg. Isn't this a familiar scene in
spring? This time of the year is
known as Bashanta in Bangla and
has a ‘powerful presence in our
culture and rituals. And just as the
Bangla New Year is at our doorstep,
heralded by rising temperatires and
sudden storms, it is the time to bid
farewell to spring.

This time of the year is celebrated
with enthusiasm in Dhaka. Among
the events being held is a musical
soiree by Geetanjali-- a school of
music. The venue of the April 9
funection was the Bishwa Sahitya
Kendraauditorium.

The audience were treated to a
medley of Tagore's spring songs
through the media of chorus, solo
and recitation.

The programme served to perk
up the audience--notwithstanding
the impending warm weather. The
powerfiul effect of the spring songs

Artistes of Geetanjall performing at the event

by the artists of the Geetanjali
transported the audience to aworld
of music that hails not only spring
but captivates the minds of the
musicaficionados.

Tagore's timeless numbers such

as Tomar anondo oi elo darey, Aaj
khela bhangar khela, Manjori o
manjori aamer manjori, Amar
boney' boney dhorlo mukul and
many others were rendered at the

programme,
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Salma Akbar, Nayeema Ali,
Nahar Jamil, Sajed Akbar, Sanchita
Mitra, Seema Sarkar and others
rendered songs in chorus and solo
while Jayonto Rai with his excellent
recitationdelighted the audience.

i ke R e e e e B e R e e

PHOTO! STAR

COLOURS OF LIFE

Spring is synonymous with colour. And the glimpses of
colour and life, through song and dance performances,
were captured in the programme titled Bashantotshab
held on April 9 at the Bangladesh Shishu Academy
Auditorium. The Dhaka branch of Rabindra Sangeet
Shammilan Parishad organised the programme.
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EXHIBITION

In quest of peace and harmony

Fayza HAQ

SM Shamim, whose exhibition
began at Shilpangan on April 8, has
won manyaccolades fromhis teach-
ers such as Mahmudul Haque and
Md. Younus, This was well deserved
by the young gold medal winner,
going by just the invitation card in
black and white. And speaking to
Shamim was pure pleasure as he
appeared to be well aware of exactly
what should go irto a composition
to win the heart of any viewer. The
lines, colours, composition and
thought content were mature
beyond Shamim's years.

In a gentle voice, Shamim
explained whyand howhe had done
his large collection of mixed-media
work at very reasonable prices,
whichwould suitthe pocket ofanart
collector. The paintings are lyrical
and idyllic, despite the theme of
claustrophobia in Dhaka, and the
necessity to hark back to the tran-
quillity in our villages. The collec-
tionofbuoyantimagesleftanindeli-
ble markon themind.

Hardworking, clear-headed, and
with a drive and passion to pursue
his end with success, Shamim spoke
about his pieces, despite the over-
whelming heat of Dhaka afternoons.
" wanted to express my feelings,
and I guessI've managed to do so, at
least somewhat. In my painting
exhibit Searching peace I've tried to
drive home the point that there's
something missing in our lives, at
this current juncture, In one of the
landscapes that I've presented one
sees the harum-scarum pell-mell
urban existence," he says, Despite
the subject of Dhaka life, there is the
element of nostalgia about our
villages, in which the artist takes
shelter, likemany ofthelocal artists -
- such as Farida Zaman and Leila
Sharmeen. A couple, a rickshaw, a
bus and some houses are drawn
with confidence and dexterity. The
swift strokes amalgamate a yellow
swirlin the middle, along with a red
cobbled path. The soft washes all

An art work by Syed Mohammad Shamim

around stand for dreams, hopes and
aspirations.

In the next image, as we progress
in the gallery, is the kingfisher, sur-
rounded by buoyant colours, The
burst of happy colours signify the
waters, paddy fields and skies of
Bangladesh. The artist has the feel-
ing that one day mankind will come
to their senses and will eventually
find the peace, which the artist
himself desperately seeks, The
peace is symbolised by the white
kingfisher. The touch of dark pink
stands for the struggle of
Bangladeshis during the Liberation
Warand eventoday.

Going on to his next painting one
finds a pink cross standing for dan-
ger. The penguin-like bird stands for
a Bangladeshi bird, while the twirl-
ing red water-lily buds, the delicate
crescent moon to the right, and the
inchusion of the twirling green blos-
som found in the composition stand
for both the perilous existence and
lust for "pax". In short, the twirling
lines and carefully balanced juxta-
position of colours lend both'har-
mony and awareness of danger in
both the present and future of not
only Bangladesh but l.he ‘entire
world. ‘

Bengal Foundation to
celebrate Baishakhi

KARIM WAHEED

The celebration of Baishakhi is

an integral part of the Bangalee -

culture. Needless to mention,
Baishakhi is commemorated
with gusto by the Dhakaiites. In
the last three decades Dhakahas
expanded in leaps and bounds.
Places like Bashundhara,
Baridhara, Badda and Jowar
Shahara’ have been urbanised
and included in the city limits.
The Baishakhi celebrations
however, mostly take place
around central Dhaka, making it
a little difficult for the residents
of the northern areas of Dhaka,
to participate.

The Bengal Foundation
seeks to take the Baishakhi

celebrations to the Dhakaiites
living in the neighborhoods of
outer Dhaka. The Foundation
has planned a three-day-long
Baishakhi celebration starting
from April 13 atthe open space
behind the Wonderland
amusement parkin Gulshan.
Bengal Foundation organised
a press conference at the Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts, Dhanmondi
on April 10. Luva Nahid
Chowdhury, director of Bengal
Foundation, Subir Chowdhury,
Director of Bengal Gallery and
Mahbub Alam Pallob, Assistant
Manager of Bengal Foundation,
spoke atthe occasion.
According to the organisers,
there are to be about 100 stalls,
featuring the local arts and crafts.

The funds accumulated through
the sale of these items will go
solely to the craftsmen and art-
ists. The festival will have attrac-
tions such as dance recitals, folk
songs, poelry recitation, instru-
mental presentations of Dhak-
DHhol, banshi, classical music,
solo songs by renowned artistes,
dance drama Chitrangada, ren-
ditions of folk songs by popular
bandsandajatra-Anarkali.

The programmes will start
from 5 pm and continue till 9:30°
pm onApril 13, 8:30in the morn-
ing to 10 at night on April 14 and
9:30 am till 10 pmon April 15 W‘lth
afternoonbreaks, A

The festival would be open to,
all. : &
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PICK OF THE DAY

Chhotoder Prithibi
OnATN Banglaat4:25pm
Children’s Prohgramme
Directed by Liton Adhikari Rintu

Participated by children from all walks oflife
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