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Music as expression

Samina 'S concert capitivates fans

KARIM WAHEED

AMINA Chowdhury needs

nointroduction tothe music

lovers in the country. Over
the last two decades, she has made
a stand for herself among the lead-
ing artistes through her vocal dex-
terity and her capability of emoting
while singing. That is the sign of a
true artiste, when one can relay the
message of the song to the audi-
ence,

Fusion orgamsed a solo concert
by Samina on April 8 at the Shishu
Academy Auditorium. Here is an
excerpt of a brief conversation with
Saminapriorto the show.

"I try to perform songs that the
audience prefers, at concerts. My
effort is to get close to my audi-
ence,” says Samina. When asked
how she feels about the recent
trend of remixes and remakes, she
says, "There's good and bad in
everything. However, one thing that
is very clear through this popularity
of remixes and remakes is that
authentic and beautiful old Bangla
songs still have a mass-appeal.” Is
she interested in doing remakes of
old songs? "I have quite a few
favourites among the songs of
yesteryears or Harano Diner Gaan.
There are some songs of my father,
Mahmudunnabi, thatI'd love todo.
But I don't have the guts,” asserts
Samina. What is the reason for her
hesitation? Samina has a ready
response: "Ifeel that I might not be
able to perform these classics with

Samina performing at the concert

perfection and 1 don't want to
degrade these songs by doing a
mediocre job." Her recent works
that have satisfied her, are film
songs such as, Na Bolo Na, Amar
Majhey Nei Ami from the movie

Ranikuthir Baaki lihash and Tumi
Bolle Udal Debo.

The show started a little late, but
the audience waited patiently to
hear the popular artiste. Samina
started off the show with her first

song for BIV, Phool photey phool
jhorey.

This was followed by a perfor-
mance of Rooposhi raate, a song
from her recent album Du chokhey
du nodi. A rendition of Arnar buker
moddhekhaney, an immensely
popular song from the film Nayoner
Alo, was next. The deeper message
of etemnal love seemed to touch the
audience.

Samina paid tribute to her father,

B the renowned musician, Late

Mahmudunnabi by rendering his
song Gaan-eri khatae shorolipi
likhe.

Her rendition of Kobita porar
prohor eshechey took the listeners
to another realm; a realm of melan-
cholyserenity glowing with fireflies.
This is perhaps her most popular
s0ng.

Samina also performed Harano
diner gaan such as Banshi shune
aar kaaj nai and Shaat bhai
Champa. Her rendition of Kono ek
shundori raate received' repeated
audienceapplause.

Sheneeded amalevocal with her
to perform the duet, Amar gorur.
garitey bou shajiye, so she asked the
audience if anyone would be inter-
ested to sing along with' her.
Shafique from the audience, who is
the host of a music show on TV
called "Music Plus”, agreedto pitch
in. The performance was lively and
energetic.

Itwas an evening of musical bliss
and Samina left the audience crav-
ingformore.

CHEATRE

Chekhov's "Three Sisters" staged
at Natmandol

ErsHAD KamOL

The search forhappinessis auniver-
sal phenomenon. Unfortunatelynot
everybody finds it. The elusive
nature of happiness makes this state
of mind a challenge to achieve.
Chekhov's play Three Sisters zeroes
inonsuchtricky questions.

Nineteenth ‘century Russian
drama legend Anton Chekhov's
Impressionistic realism-based play
Three Sisters, which is considered as
one of best plays ever written, was
staged at Natmandol Auditorium,
Dhaka University on April 8. The
students of the Department of Thea-
tre and Music staged the play. Direc-
tor, actors and designers re-wrote the
play, maintaining the originality of
Chekhov'sfour-act play Three Sisters.

The play starts with a scene where
everybody is in a happy mood to
observe Irina's (youngest of the three
sisters) 20th birthday. In the play,
three sisters-- Olga, Masha, and
Irina-- along with their brother,
Andre, drag out a dull existence in a
small provincial garrison town. Only
the diversion afforded by the army
officers and the ever-present dream
of someday moving to Moscow, keep
the sisters going from one drab day to
thenext.

Andre, who has had dreams of
becoming a professor, makes a bad
marriage that thwarts his ambition
and adds to his sisters' troubles. His
wife, Natasha becomes a domestic
autocrat. Masha, who is married to
the pedantic schoolmaster Kulygin,
tries to find happiness in an extra
marital affair with the army officer

A scene from the play

Vershinin. The youngest sister, Irina,
attempis to escape thé drabness of
her life by marrying Baron
Tuzenbakh, another officer. The
removal of the regiment from the
town undoes Masha's plan, because
Vershinin is married and cannot take
her with him. Tuzenbakhiskilledina
duel. The three sisters are left as they
were in the beginning, deriving some
faint pleasure from the cheerful
sounds of the regimental band as it
marches away, still clinging to their
hopes forabetterlife.

Director Israfil Shahin was realis-
tic in his approach. Besides, the
proscenium arch stage, his artistes
performed on the floor adjacent to
the stage. He has emphasised on
"verbal acting” more than physical
acting. Through the voice modula-
tion of the artistes, Shahin has tried
to express the conflicts-- both inter-
nal and external-- of the artistes.
However, in the sequence when

Masha has a farewell meeting with
Vershinin, Shahin did'not have the
requisite tension,

Kamaluddin Kabir's set is very
simple yet stylish-- just a few chairs,
tables and a device on the huge
stage. His set design follows the
western style.

A general light wash was on the
stage through out the play, whereas
shadow-light effects could be used '
to catch the mood and tempo of the
artistes.

Overall, the artistes performed

‘well. However, a few artistes could

not articulate the dialogues prop-
erly. Farida, Aktar Lima, Afsa Parvin,
Ashik Rahman, Syam Khan, Ashik
Rahman Lion and Sudip
Chakrabarti were impressive. The
background music on violin by
Ruposhi was an added attraction to
theplay.

Omar Sharif turns 73

The legend lives on

Today on his 73rd birthday, it is
opportune to glance at the action
packed career of Omar Sharif. Every
film buffhas seen or atleast heard of
the international film star. He has to
his credit a host of films such as

Streisand), Mayerling (1969), and
Che! (also 1969, in the Llitle role).
However Sharif's romantic appeal
was on the wane by the 1970s and
after starring performances in The
Last Valley (1971), The Tamarind

ing in tele films and mini-series.
Sharifisalso knownworldwideasan
expert at bridge, a game he tookup
on the set of his first movie, after
running out of between-scenes
reading matter. He has authored
Ormar Sharif's Lifein Bridge.

Sharif comes from Egypt. This
country stands tall --not just for the
Pyramids and Nile --since its son

wort' nf: 16 ‘Bii¢ote “ohe "of theY

world's most respected and adored”
Hollywood stars. His career spans
both the Middle East and the West,
eaming top name billing in many
Arabic movies as well as his celeb-
rity-encrusted epics filmed in the
hills of California.

Palli Baul Shamaj Unnayan Shangstha recently awarded Baul Samrat Shah
Abdul Karim with a crest and a cheque of Taka 10,000 at his residence in
Ujandal village of Sunamganj district. Ekushey Padak winner Baul artiste
Shah Abdul Karim, 84, has written and composed about 1,000 songs so far.
Ferdousi Najma, the chairperson of the Palli Baul Shamaj Unnayan

o  ifi CoOperatio: | Television is another medium | Shangsthais seen handing over the crestto the veteran artiste.
qamsbmmnicamsmdut}o where Sharif has excelled. He has
ue.'mssam Centre of Science starred in such critically acclaimed
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series as the Far Pavilions playingan
Indian mentor, a Turkish sultan in
Harem, and a Russian prince in Peter
the Great. The name 'Omar Sharif’
still carries greal reverence in
Europe, and last year the BBC com-
missioned him to be the voice of
Nakht, the central character in
Pyramid - the BBC's ambitious
history programme  that tells the
story of the great pyramid of Giza
through the eyes of the men who

DID You KNow?

Did you know that Manisha Koirala
had failed the sereen test for Vidhu
Vinod Chopra's 1942-A Love Story?
Manisha later requested Chopra for
another screen test, which she
cleared and became a part of the
film.

For Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak, two
versions of the climax were written
and shot. The unit was clearly
divided the seniors wanted a happy

Aashiqui was the first film ' whose
poster designs covered the faces of
the lead stars. Despite hiding the
faces (it was Mahesh Bhatt's idea to
create excitement for the project!),
the film proved to be a big hit at the
box-office.

Danny Denzongpa was the original
choice for playing Gabbar's role in
Sholay, but due to date hassles, he
opted out. Both Amitabh and

4 %
I50r M Dt e DavidLean's The Lawrenceof Arabia  Seed and Juggernaut (both 1974), his.  built it and centres on the tale of ending while the juniors wantedthe S K
%?‘UL m&fg, smgﬁ;am * | (1962) and DrZhivago (1965, athis film appearances dwindled to sup-  Nakht, an Egyptian conscript. For luvcrsg(i\nmir & fuh:} to die. Even- cz;'t?hc:rvs m‘fé‘l‘{hm‘ﬁii'sfé’ge"éﬁ
emy *  most charismatic in the title role).  porting roles in such films as The  Shatif; it was a pleasure to take part tually, the sad ending was retained  becauseof theirimage, tha ol ent

Then there were other films: More
than a Miracle (1967), Funny Girl
(1968, as the wayward husband of
Fanny Brice, played by Babra

Pink Panther Strikes Again (1976),
and Green Ice (1981) and the comedy
Top Secret! (1984).

Sharif has worked in TV, appear-

in something that promoted the
glories of his native Egypt,
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‘Rokeya Rafiq Baby, Kamaluddin Nilu and Sabrina Sultana in' Eugene
lonesco's The Lesson, The play is to be staged at the Global Theatre Festival

in the final print, which needless to
mention, created history in the
arena of Indian cinema.

to Amjad Khan who passed the
screen test approved by Ram&sh
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