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Growth outlooks for US,
euro zone worsen: OECD
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Japan to study FTA
with Chile |

Uruguay also considers deal

AFPE Ginowan

Nicolas Eyzaguirre discussed the
issue with his Japanese counterpart
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the United States and the euro zone
has worsened, the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) said Friday.
The Paris-based think-tank said
the United States” leading indicator,
which summarises information
contained in several short-term

The leading index fell to 103.8 for
the 30-nation OECD area as a whaole
in February after 104.0 in January.
The six-month rate of change was
down at 0.9 in February versus 1.4 in
the month before, following nine
months of decline.

"Slow expansion lies ahead in the

Canada's leading indicator
edgedupto 100.3 from 100.2.

But the euro zone's indicator
dipped to 1057 from 105.8 in
January. The zone's rate of change,
which has shown a downward trend
since December 2003, fell to 0.7
from1.2.

Britain's indicator fell to 100.3
from 100.4 in January, while Japan's
leading indicator fell to 98.7 from
99.4.

The OECD's comments about
the weaker outlook for the 12-nation
euro zone comes after the European
Commission said on Monday high
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24 percent this year but India has
frozen the administered price of
patml, diesel, cooking gas and
tzmsem unlike several Asian coun-
tries where prices have been raised
inrecent weeks.

and members of the Board of Directors were also present at the meeting.

bility of a free-trade agreement,
while Uruguay also called for ways
to boost commercial links with the
Asianeconomic power.

Japan has free trade agreements
onlywith Singapore and Mexico and
is negotiating with the Philippines,
South Korea and Thailand. Pacts
would help nations export to Japan's

ing of the Inter-American
Development Bank here.

"He also told the Japanese
finance minister that the two
nations should form a bilateral free
trade agreement, to which Tanigaki
replied that they should study the
issue thoroughly," a Japanese for-
eign ministry official said.

The United States signalled Friday
that a deadline to find an accord
with Europe over government aid to
aireraft makers Airbus and Boeing
will pass nextweekwithout a deal.
But the office of the US Trade
Representative (USTR) said it

the basis of the January 11 agree-
ment, including the 'standstill' on
subsidies."

Each side accuses the other of
pumping illegal state aid into its
respective aircraft champion. But
both want to avoid a long and bruis-

Lid, shake hands after signing a distribution agreement on Thursday in
Dhaka. Under the deal, Integra Teletac will provide handsets and service
facilities for Ranks Tel. Other senior officials from both the sides were also
prasentatthe signing ceremony.
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Money market was active on Saturday. Call

The intemational markels were closed on
Salurday dug to weekend. US dollar
eased against EUR & yen before closing

on Friday.
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by the cabinet, and media reports
suggested the matter would be

Jamal Raj, assistant vice president (Direct & Corporate Sales) of Pacific Bangladesh Telecom Ltd, the owning com-
pany of CityCell, shake hands after signing a corporate agreement recently. Other senior officials from both the sides

The US government and
European Union on January 11 gave
themselves 90 days to resolve their

He added: "The United States

continues to believe that such an

biggest passenger plane, the A380
superjumbo, to supercede Boeing's
747workhorse.

tion to determine the best course of
action to obtain the elimination of

ReadyCash Raffle Draw Winners

The latest ReadyCash Raffle draw took place at ReadyCash Bangladesh offica at Dhanmondi on

news circulation by producing their ReadyCash card transaction vouchers.
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