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AIRYTALES have a universal
appeal, as they deal with the
natural aspiration of human
beings for beauty, order, truth,
justice and romance. Legendary
Danish fairytale writer Hans Chris-
tian Andersen's story, The Emperor's
New Clothes, is thus appropriate for
any country or culture, particularly
where thererulesaleviathanking.
Adapted by Syed Manzorool
Islam with a few contemporary.
connotations, the play was staged
with a new title, Hajar Poshald Rajar
Galpo by Theatre (Baily Road), at the
National Theatre Stage. The function

programme arranged to observe the
200th birth anniversary of Hans
Christian Andersen.

Andersen's story is about an
egoistic king, who has little care for
his subjects. During the adaptation,
Manzorool has aptly focused' on
some economical and political
scenarios, which reflect a contem-
porary Bangladesh.

The story: To enstire a better
gtandard oflife of for the king, queen
and the ministers, the Tax Minister
sets new taxes on the subjects.
However, none of members of the
elite class pays the tax. One day the
Tax Minister decides to set the tax
even on the beggars so that enough
money can be spent for making new
dresses for the Emperor.

One day two cheats come to the
city and hoodwink the Emperor and
his ministers into believing that they
can make a wonderful dress, unpar-
alleled by any known fabric in the
world. Moreover they claim that the
dress is made of a materinl which is
visible onlyto thehonest. The cheats
rake in a huge sum of money in the
guise ofmaking the imaginary dress.

was a part of the cultural

Hajar Poshaki Rajar Galpo

Andersen's play features contemporary soc1ety

A sequence from the play Hajar Poshaki Rajar Galpo

Finally, the leviathan Emperor,
wearing the imaginary dress--in
fact, without a dress--appears
before his subjects and becomes a
laughing stock.

Director KM Harun has blindly
followed Russian Fairytale Theatre, a
Russian TV show which popularised
Andersen's fairytale. Sometimes it
appears that the audience is watch-
ing a TV show on the proscenium
arch stage. Like the Russian show,
Hanin has used an entertaining
dance troupe with western attires.

However, there is an oriental
touch to the costumes of the per-
formers, the design of the set, and
the whole drama. And there was no
smooth transition between the

scenes. As in the TV show: the per-
formers freeze on the stage, the light
goesoff, and anewsequence starts.
MA Mannan has used a huge
suggestive set. In the right corner of
the stage, Mannan has used an
entrance for an elite family, and on
the left a suggested mobile shop,
while in the backstage is the huge
castle of the Emperor. However,
Mannan's use of a set element
between the castle and the
Cycloramaseems Unnecessary.
Light designer Thandu Raihan's
use of the "dark lamp" during a
dance piece performed by Nrityalok
Cultural Centre presents the enter-
tainers as a few ghosts dancing on
the stage, which is contrary to the

i

mood of the play. Moreover, his
frequent changing of light effects
interrupts the viewers' concentra-
tion.

Baizur Rahman Dew and Masum
Chowdhury in the roles of the two
cheats petformed really well. The
duo has correctly caught the sense
of a fairytale performance, Ranjit
Shahaand Sohel Ranainthe roles of
the two ministers also gave good
performances. A better perfor-
mance is expected from Zakia Bari
Momo in the role of a lavish queen.
Rezaul Ekram Raju's performance
of the Emperor reminds one of
Utpal Dutta's portrayal of the King
of Shundi in' Satyajit Ray's film

Hirok Rajar Deshe.

High hopes on Lilliputs
A new, feature film on the cards

CULTURAL CORRESSPONDENT

"Although in its abridged form
Gulliver's Travels by Jonathan Swift
is known as a classic children's
adventure story, itis actuallya biting
work of political and social satire,”
comments Ragibul Hasan, who is
making a digital film titled Lilliputra
Boro Hobey (Lilliputs will Overcome
Someday). Inspired by Swift's time-
less epic Gulliver's Travels, popular
author Moinul Ahsan Saber wrote
the widely acclaimed novel for
children a few years ago. Quick to
see an opportunity, upcoming
director Hasan decided to make a
filmbased onthestory.

In Hasan's words, "There are
three types of human beings
described in Swift's novel: the Lilli-
putians, the giant Brobdingnagians
and the normal human beings, And
this classification is a metaphorical
satire gn our society's crude class
system--the lower class, the upper
class and the middle class. My film
gradually unfolds that social struc-
ture where the lower class is sup-
pressed and exploited by the upper
class and the middle class is not
there tohelp them out.”

Shotin avillage called Birulia, the
story of the film Lilliputra Boro
Hobey starts with the protagonist of
the film Abdul Karim, a teacher of
English in Birulia High School. One
fine day, while giving lessons on
Gulliver's Travels to the students of
class nine, he makes them realise
that although the characters of the
story seems unreal, they are actually
very much real. The Lilliputs sym-
bolise the lower class, the
Brobdingnags stand for the power-
ful upper class while Gulliver him-
self is the symbol of the opportunist
middle class. Karim's explanation
spreads all over the village and his
social work makes him popular

A scene from the film Lilliputra Boro Hobey

among the oppressed people of the
village.

Pitted against Karim is Aftab
Mollah, a representative of the
upper caste, Eventually Karim, a
lone voice, realises the helplessness
ofthe lower class, He realises that in
order to survive in this world, the
Lilliputs should come forward. He
sticks to his belief that if these peo-
ple unite, they can overcome many
odds.

Raisul Islam Asad, Afsana Mimi,
Azad Abul Kalam, Khairul Alam
Shabuj, Chitralekha Guha and
othersactin the film. The graphics is
done by Toufiq Elahi. The playback
singers are Syed Abdul Hadi,
Motutushilslamand Prokriti:

Explaining the raison d'étre of
this film, Hasan says, "By criticising
humans and their vanity and folly, 1
have tried to project the view that
people are capable of better behav-
iour and I'hope that this work will
convince people to reconsider their
conduct.”
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Importantly, the satirical film is
being made completely with the
help of the digital technology. The
film is going to be treated as the
same genre as films like Split Deci-
sion, Radiohead, Redboy 13 which
are a mix of digital video to 35mm
and regular 35mm, informs Hasan.
As the director says, "Produced by
Creative Promotions, we have used
digital technology in the pre-
visualisation, filming, editing,
sound mmug and almost each and
everysector.”

But that doesn't mean that this
film turns into a mechanical one.
"We've tried to maintain the a.nisl:!{:
sense all through this nmmﬂhsﬁg:
film," assures Hasan,

"The film is done in Digital Thear
tre System (DTS), and the sound
output will be Dolby SR. The release
print will be 35mm_ in Wide Gate
print. I hope to release Lilliputra
Boro Hobey on the first Monday of
October on the occasion of World
Children’s Day," ends Hasan.

AFSAR AHMED, back from Bhutan

Imagine a traditional festival where
dancers recreate the myths and
legends of the Himalayan Bud-
»dhismrinasswith of golour, music
JAndmystery, Onemaysee amagnif-
icent procession of masked dancers
in fine clothes and beautiful jewels
re-enacting the traditional battles
between the peaceful and wrathful
deities, or monks in antique silk
robes and more. And on the last
morning, at the culmination of the

Ishechu Festival
A feast for the senses in Bhutan

carnival, if oneislucky enough, s/he
might witness the rare display of
stunning Thangka, a four-storeyed-
tall silk scroll painting. For this treat
for the senses, one has to have the
iglimpised of fithoTshechu. Festival
~which s treated asthe! "Dance for
the Gods, forYouand Me,™
Situated in a remote region of the
eastern Himalayas, Bhutan retains
much of the Old World charm and
the centuries-old Buddhist tradi-

tions. Known to the Bhutanese as '

DrukYulor "the Land of the Thunder

Dragon,”" Bhutan has become prob-
ably one of the world's last Shangri-
Las. This is a country proud of its
astounding beauty and rich tradi-
tion, and Tshechu Festival or the
mask dance festivil marks the pin-
nacleofthe Bhitaneseannualcycle,
Visitors were captivated one
chilly spring morning on March 24.
This was the fourth day of the five-
day long festival at the Paro
Rinpung Dzong courtyard. The

* dance pieces in the programme had

religious significance. Intervals
were punctuated by folk dances.
“Annually, on the tenth day of a
certain month, every region of
Bhutan celebrates the birthday of
Guru Rinpoche, the miraculous
figure regarded as the second Bud-
dha, with this dance festival per-
formed by monks. For example, in
Thimphu, the Tshechu traditionally
takes place on the tenth day of the

sixthmonth and in Paroinspringon

the tenth day of the first month of
the lunar calendar,” said Karma
Dwandup, a Thimphu resident who
came to enjoythe festival.

"Dances are performed to bless
and protect onlookers, and it is
believed that through the power of
the deities invoked during these
dances, adversity may be overcome,
luck increased, and wishes ful-

filled," said Geley Norbuwho never
misses thismystical festival.

The festival is also a major social
gathering--people decked up in
their finest traditional attire and
jewellery chattering with each
other, children running ‘ardotmd
gleetully while others gathering
with eager anticipation to try their
luck at gambling. To many thisis the
only titne of year to gain respite
from the hard life of subsistence
farming.

The festival markets, stallholders
and their families, set up in brightly
coloured tents, sold their wares. The
markel was a cornucopia of treats:
diied cheese strung onto pieces of
twine hung from tent railings,
traditional handmade tapestries,
rugs and wall hangings

A spellbound audience watched
the dance of the lord of death and
his consort (Shinje Yab Yum), dance
of the lord of cremation ground
(Durdang), dance of the stag and
the hounds (Shawa Shachi), dance
of the terrifying deities
(Tungam),dance of the noble men
and ladies, dance of the eight mani-
festations of Guru Rinpoche (Guru
T5hen Gye), dance of the sixteen
fairies, and others with colourful
dresses and masks accompanied
withdrum beats.

PHOTO. AFSAR AHMED
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