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Non-tariff barriers put lid

on export potential

Exporters say

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The couniry has failed to tap its full
export potential, thanks to non-
tariff barriers imposed by different
countries, exporterssaic.

Local exporters have been facing
the'barriers in the form of sanitary-
phyto-sanitary measures, cansular
formulation, quantitative restric-
tions, labeling requirement, rules of
originandvisarequirement.

Some of the business bodies
easlier informed Bangladesh Tarifl
Cammission (BTC) and the Ministry

of Commerce about the non-tariff
barriers in export of jute and jute
goods, cosmetics and beauty care
products, pharmaceuticals, agro
products, frozen foods, melamine
and ceramic products.

The exporters said imposition of
such non-tariff barriers (NTBs)
causes additional costs and formali-
ties and creates hassles, finally
leading to discontinuation of
export.

"We have lost huge export oppor-
tunities due to various NTBs
imposed by India, Pakistan, Sri

Lanka, some Central Asian and
Furopean countries," a business
leaderatthe FBCCI said yesterday.

The government has little exper-
tise and ability to deal with interna-
tional trade dispute issues. The
government's dispute settlement
mechanism is also being choked by
bureaucratictangle, he said.

The government has initiated a
move to identify the NTBs and settle
thosebilaterallyor multilaterally:

A meeting was held with repre-
sentatives from nearly 50 trade
bodies Wednesday at the BTC audi-

torium in Dhaka where the busi-
nessmen reiterated the necessity of
government initiative to setile the
problems.

Bangladesh has failed to submita
revised report to the WIQO by
October 31, 2004 about the NTBs
facing local exporters following an
agreementatWIOin July 2004.

The BTC wrote to chambers and
associations last month making
queries about the types of barriers
but only five trade bodies have
replied.

India may

sign Energy
Charter Treaty

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

In a significant move that may have
implications for the proposed
Myanmar-Bangladesh-India natu-
ral gas pipeline, New Delhiis consid-
ering signing the Energy Charter
Treaty. The treaty is likely to obviate
the need for separate multilateral
agreements toimport the commod-
ity through pipelines.

"We are thinking of becoming an
observer in the Energy Charter
Treaty to start with," [ndian
Petroleum Secretary 8 C ‘Tripathi
told aworkshop here on Wednesday,

AFP, Washingron

Economic growth in developing
Asia is expected to slow down
through 2006 after the fastest expan-
sion in a decade in 2004, the World
Bank said Wednesday with a wam-
ingthattightening global conditions
could test the region'sresilience.
East Asian economies are poised
to expand by 7.4 and 6.9 percent in
2005 and 2006 respectively after a
blistering 8.3 percent last year while

South Asian nations could grow 6.2

+ and 6.4 percent over the next two

years after chalkingup 6.6 percentin
2004, according to the bank'sannual
Global Development Finance 2005
report.

The slower growth is in line with
global trends.

According to the Washington-
based bank, rising interest rates and
high oil prices, combined with the
waning of the fiscal stimulus that
has supported expansion in the

WB sees slower growth for
developing Asia in 2005-06

recent past, should continue to
dampenworld growth,

As a result, global economic
activity is projected to slow fairly
sharply in 2005 before stabilizing in
2006 and picking up somewhat in
2007, irsaid.

Global economic growth hit 3.8
percent in 2004, with developing
countries recording their fastest
growth in more than a decade, the
report said.

Square Textiles
okays 30pc
cash dividend,
bonus share

Square Textiles Ltd has declared 30
percent cash dividend and bonus
share at the rate of one share for
every ten share for its shareholders
for the year that ended December
31,2004,

The dividend announcement
came at the tenth annual general
meeting of the company held in
Dhaka yesterday. )

The AGM was presided aver by
the Chairman of the company
Samson H Chowdhury., Tapan
Chowdhury, managing director;
Samuel S Chowdhury, director;
Anjan Chowdhury, director; Charles
CR Patra, director and M Sekander
Ali, advisor; Mostaque Ahmed
Siddique, executive director; and
Md Kabir Reza, company secretary,
alsoattended the meeting.

 SEDE Bdjobs

sign SME market
development deal

Multi-donor funded SouthAsia
Enterprise Development Facility
(SEDF) and Bdjobs.com, a job site in
the country, have recently signed a
memorandum of understanding
(Mol)) for the development of SME
(small and medium enterprise)
marketin the country.

Under the arrangements, SEDF
will offer technical assistance (o
Bdjobs for market research while
Bdjobs will undertake a range of
marketing activities over next nine
months to increase its SME client
base,

Fahim Mashroar, chief executive
officer of Bdjobs.com, and Deepak
Adhikary, acting general manager of
SEDE signed the MolJ, says a press
release,

Start your Own Industry
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WorldTel to launch land
phones in Dhaka by Nov

Signs hardware procurement deal with Chinese co

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

WorldTel Bangladesh yesterday
finalised a hardware procurement
deal with a Chinese company as the
telecoms operator plans to launch
land phone operations in Dhaka city
by November thisyear.

According to the agreement, the
Chinese telecommunications
equipment company ZTE
Corporation will provide WorldTel
with network and other hardware.
WorldTel will install two lakh land
phone connections in Dhaka in the
first phase.

The turnkey agreement, signed
on the sidelines of Chinese Prime
Minister Wen Jiabao's ongoing visit
to Bangladesh, has arrangement to
provide WorldTel with equipment to
complete its second phase installa-
tion of one lakh more fixed line
comnnections.

Chairman of ZTE Hou Welgul, a
member of the Prime Minister's

business entourage, and Director of
WorldTel Bangladesh Nayeem M
Chowdhury signed the agreement at
ahotel in Dhakn.

WorldTel got licence in 2001 to
install three lakh fixed phones in
Dhaka metropolitan area. It Is the
only private company that got
permission to install land phones in
Dhaka.

The equipment of ZTE, the
world's third largest COMA equip-
ment maker, will help WorldTel offer
wireless local loop (WLL) service to
fixed line customers. The WorldTel
director said the WLL technology
will do away with cable connection
tosubscribers' [ocation.

"There will be no digging of roads
to lay cables. Microwave will con-
nect subscribers to the service
providers. Sesvice quality in CDMA
technology will be better than the
existing one," he said.

CDMA technology will enable

at competitive costs. Land phone
operators in 40 countries including
Norway, Pakistan, India, Nepal and
Algeria use CDMA technology, he
said.

ZTE,GEPTelecomsign deal
Meanwhile, ZTE Corporation also
signed an agreement with GEP
Telecom Limited, which plans to
launch fixed land phone and wire-
less land phone operations in the
country by July thisyear.

According to the agreement, ZTE
will provide GEP Telecom with
network and other hardware sup-
porting WLL technology to install
120,000 land phone connections in
thefirstphase. :

ZTE Chairman Hou Weigui and
GEP Telecom Managing Director
Quazi Saleemul Huq MP signed the |
agreement on behalf of their com-
paniesat DhakaSheraton Hotel.

GEP Telecom Chairman Azam |
Chowdhury was also present at the
funetion.

operators to provide quality service
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Nayeem M Chowdhury, director of WorldTel Bangladesh, and Hou Weigui, chairman of Chinese ZTE Corparation,
shake hands after signing a hardware pracurement deal in Dhaka yesterday. Under the agreement, ZTE will provide
WorldTeal with natwork and other hardware equipmentto install two lakh land phone connections in Dhaka.
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= Guarantesed accommaodation
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Bangladesh Lialson Office, London Matropalitan University

L 361, Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel, Dhaka 1215,

Direct ; 9122404, Facsimile ;: 9121028, emall ; bangladesh@londonmet.ac.uk
Student hours : Sunday to Thursday : 11am to L pm, 3pm to Spm.

Find your place in London

+ Start Your Own Cold storage Unit
+ Molder packaging technology, For Processed Food, Bakery, Snack
+ Food, Spices & Allled Food products |
* Hand Book of Ice cream: Technology & formulae
+ Floriculture Hand Book
i Sive e * Hand Book of Diary Farming

could present a serious threat to
global growth, the head of the
International Monetary Fund said
Wednesday, two days after crude
prices soared to a record $58.28 per
barrel.

Until now, the IMF which over-
sees the health of the globe's econ-

Washington.

"But, further sharp increases
may have more serious effects,” he
warned. il

His remarks came as the IMF
prepares to release a report on the
oil market on Thursdayat 1900 GMT,
part of its bi-annual World
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mercial operation) for, South Asia
and Iran of the airline, said
announced the business plan at s
press briefing in Dhakayesterday

Al Rais said the airline will wel-
come Bangladesh if it adoptsiopen
sky policylike India. 1
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY

BRAC sseks the service of an enterprising person to wark in its Public Affairs and
Communications Department to

@Ml DOOkS

Tel: 9887346, 9896052, 8825918, 9863033 Fax: (8802) 9890888
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= keep an eye on emerging issues/trends/ideas of intarast to BRAC in the media/civil
society and inform the senior management

» coordinate madia activities (site visits, press brigfing/raleaseas/canferances) to
showecase programme results and inspiring staries with national and intarnational

(DHANMONDI)
Ganetic Plaza (2nd Floor), Road No. 27, Dhanmondi, Dhaka Tel: 8126433, 8121472

www.omnibooks.biz

ing economies, in particular China,

"So far, the effects of higher oil
prices on global growth and infla-
tion have been manageable, partly
because higher oil prices awe much
to $trong global demand, and partly
because of the improved anti-
inflationary credibility of central
banks," IMF Managing Director

US gasoline inventories outweighed

belowMonday's record high.

Rato strongly urged producing
and consuming countries to work
together to ensure market stability
through better energy conversation,
reduced obstacles to investment
and improved transparency of oil
data.

Apollo Hospitals Dhaka signed a

could outpace growth in oil supply, the impact of an eighth straight | marchane agreement with Standard

! ] E BAAC needs a (GULSHARN) the IMF lspnmvwmingthatﬁ;ﬁflz weekly rise in crude oil stocks. Chartered Bank on acceptance of
. . . . oil price rises pose a growing risk to US light crude CLel rose 76 cents | credit cards of Visa and MasterGard
(AN C ommunications O fficer House- 4/G, Road- 104, Gulshan- 2, Dhaka (opposite Manarat School) § | globalgrowth. to $56.80 a barrel, around $1.50 | brands as a mode of payment for

medical services at thehospital
Richard Larison, chief executive
officer of Apollo Hospitals Dhaka,
and M Sajidur Rahman, head of
Consumer Banking of Standard
Chartered Bank, signed the deal on
behalf of their organisations on
Wednesday in Dhaka, says o pres:
release. -
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* work to build an organisational memary through upkeep of audio/visual records of MARUTE
important events &é s SUZUKI

= contribute towards the developmeant of a Communications Strategy, [dentity Toolkit,
Viisitar's kit, Press [nterview Guidelines and when done - sarve as the focal point {or
ralling out the strategy and guidalines thraughout the arganisaticn
= proactively assist the ather team members and the organisation at any goint of need

‘Reaquiraments:

* a strong command of spoken and written English is an essential preraquisite for all
applicants

* a good university degree in Business/ Cammunications/ Econamics/ English/

International Relations/ Journalism/ Law/ Marketing/ Public Affairs/ Social Welfars or

any related field

abllity to handle pressure

initiative and resourcefulness

good intar-persanal skills

familiarity with new information and communication technologies

\ A compelitive pay-package and very sound work environment awaits the succassiul
te.

| Pleasa apply with detailed curriculum vitas, two passport size photographs and a write up
justifying your sligibility for the position to BRAC-HRD, BRAC Cantre, 75 Mohakhali, Dhaka
1212 on or befara 12 April 2005. Please menticn the pesition an top af the envelage. Due to
the large number of applications that we usually receive we only call the short-listad
candidates.

L BRAC IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

) | Chittagong Office : F/2 Sk. Mujib
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UTTARA MOTORS LIMITED

(An Enterprise of Uttara Group of Companies)
Dhaka Showroom: 191/ B Tejgaon-Gulshan Link Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka, Phone: 8851252, 8851253, 0171-881043
Road, Pathantoly, Phone : 031-724402, 724957, 715342

Tejgaon Showroom
open on fridays
3.00 PM to 7.30 PM

Hank Finance

for § years can be
arranged

= Engine Capacity 1000cc
g Euro Il MPFI Engine
W= Clear head & tail lamps
- Electronic power steering
- CFC-free Air-conditioner
- Body coloured bumpers




