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NOVERA DEEPITA

HEATRE audiences in
Bangladesh will find! it
difficult to forget the
character of Zinat Mahal in the play
Juddha Ebong Juddha, whose
husband sacrifices his life during
the Liberation War. In agony
because of the reinstatement of the
collaborators of the Liberation \H'ar,
she has to take an unexpected
decision, As a symbol of protest
against the prevailing hostile
situation, Zinat Mahal dectdcsﬂn
marry a betrayer for whom she lost
herhusband. I
The actress who portrayed the
character successfully is Shanta
Islam. Born and brought up |in
Sylhet, Shanta started her acting
career when she was studying in
Dhaka University, She entered the
theatre and television media Ein
1985. The eminent theatre persgn-
alities Ferdousy. Majumdar, Pijush
|  Bandyapadhyay and Ramengu
Majumdar inspired her to act pn
stage. They were the regular judges
of the drama competitions held[at
Rokeya Hall of Dhaka University. |
But she initially refrained frdm
joining theatre since there was a
rule of returning to the hall by eilre-
ning. In theatre, people have tojwork late at
night for rehearsals. Eventually, sim joined the
theatre group Theatre in 1983. And interest-
ingly enough she acted in a play with a pseud-
onym Shanta Islam and from thenon that was
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Shanta Islam

the name which made her popular. Very few
people know her by her real name, Najma
Haque.

Shanta's debut performance on television
was in the play Abhijog by Zia Ansaryin which

"The focus of TV plays today
i_s on glamour"-- Shanta

she played the protagonist against Syed Ahsan
Ali Sydney. And her career in theatre started
simultaneously with the stage play Juddha
Ebong Juddhathat won her wide appreciation.

A series of plays on the small screen and
stage followed, which made her a prominent
name in the cultural arena. In 1987 Deborah
Warner of the Royal Shakespeare Company
(RSC), England, chose her for the character
Miranda of The Tempest when she came to
Bangladesh to conductaworkshop.

Among her noteworthy performances aréin
Apun Mukha by Mannan Hira, which was
about underground politicians, Jay Jayanti by
Mamun ur Rashid and Mayur Shinghashan are
also worth a mention. She received the
BACHSHASH award in 2002 for the latter.

Rajkonyar Golpokatha, directed by Shanta,
was stagedin the United States and Canada in
2004. She will travel to Italy and Dubai to stage
the play based on the Liberation War this April.

Among her television performances,
Jhumbka, Iti Amar Bon, Rupnagan, Manush,
Manusher Mukh and Mrityujotsna were highly
appreciated, Of late she has been making a
drama serial from her own production house
Shoumik Telefilms. The drama serial is a com-
edyabout the expatriate Bangalees.

Shanta has acted in many films of alterna-
tive genre, such as Anyojibon for which she
won the National Film Award. FI Manik's Phul
nebo na astu nebo is another of her films that
achieved acclaim. She has alsowritten several
books on poetry.

Far from resting on her achievements,
Shanta is looking ahead.. As she says, "Al-
though I have done a diversity of roles, I am
not satished yet."

Siddiqua's show fetches a fan

following
What's cooking?

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

“Hunger is the best sauce," goes a
saying. Any food buff will vouch for
the truth of this statement. Every-
where one turns to -- cook books, TV,
restaurants and househaolds -~ there
is a growing niche for culinary de-
lights. In a recent trend, most moth-
ers, while buying ormaments and
expensive apparel, make ita point to
buyarecipe book for theirsoon to be
married daughter. This coincides
well with the popular saying "A
hearty meal is the way to a man's
heart."

Among the popular TV cook
shows, Siddiqua Kabir's Recipe
stands out The author Siddiqua
Kabir's recipe book is a must have
gourmet collection for the
Bangladeshis all across the globe. It
was interesting to chat with'herat a
party recently. Here's an excerpt
from our conversation:

“The show Siddiqua Kabir's
Recipe currently running on ntv, has
reached its 83rd episode. The spec-
tators will watch the 100th episode
sometime around August," says
Siddiqua.

"0Our culture is a melting potand a
conglomeration of Portuguese,
English, French, Turkish and Iranian
culture. Over the years we have
developed a taste which is rich in
ingredients and often spicy: I make it
a pointto collect recipes from all over
the world, suitable for our palate and
acknowledge it in my gourmet col-
lection,” she says, adding that the
show is" surprisingly popular
amongsttheyoungandold.”

Siddiga cites an interesting anec-
dote in her career. As she says, "A
five-year-old boy recently came over
to me at a wedding party and intro-
duced me to his mother. I was over-
whelmed' to leam that he often

assists his mom in trying out new
dishes, which he watches on the
show. I often hear from the parents
that young girls enact Sharmin(my
assistant) and myself. The show has
generated an interest in our culture,
good housekeeping and nutritious
eating habits, elements which are
neglected quite often, " she says.

Talking about the TV show,
Siddiqua continues, "We often

invite the spectators and try their

“The pancake, however, still
remains an all time favourite be-
cause it's easy to prepare and filling
too. The fried garlic with spinach
and noodles is a newaddition in my
book."

"How times have changed,” says
Siddiga, "The nights have been
transformed into days and' vice
versa. Previpusly several occasions,
such as weddings, were held by day;
while now everything begins late at

night. People now sleep by day and

Siddiqua and Sharmin in traditional attire preparing deshi dishes in the show

tecipes as well. At times we invite a
few journalists and stars from the
cultural field to join in and prepare
newer varietics at the show. The
varied taste and scrumptious meals
makeit even moreinteresting.”

Siddiqua says that Kachchi
biriyaniand Lal Mohon are the most
popular dishes and people repeat-
edlywant theserecipes.

work till late evening."There's tnore
to look forward to from Siddigua.
"On Pahela Baishak we plantomake
a few delectable dishes to appease
the Bangalee palate,” shcsays.

So for gourmets in Bangladesh,
there's an array of mouth-watenng
menus to try out--and in the process
titillate the taste buds of yml.r dear
ones,

(L-R} Managln g Dlmclor of Laser

on April 16.

sion Mazharul [siam, filmmaker Tareque
Masud, Catharine Masud and Chairman of Laser Vision AKM Arifur Rahamn
seen at the pre-launching press show of the DVD of Matir Moina (The Clay
Bird) at the British Council Audltnnym on April 6. The DVD will be launched ' |.

| Mughal-e-Azam
stuns the western media

Oneofindia’s Biggest Blockbusters, Mughal-e-Azamthatwas recentlyre-
released after being beautifully restored at a cost of $1 million, has gar-
nered praises world wide afterits recent screenings in UK and USA.

For the first time an Indian film restored in colour, has been released
theatrically. The world press has showered the film with positive reviews.
"Waiting four decades for Mughal-e-Azam to be restored in appealing
candy-colours and high quality sound has certainly been worthwhile. |

. Retaining all its original charm, Mug.'mf-c Azam'stheme of love, loyalty, 1}
-and sacrifice remain as relevant asiever;Latraed téstament to dimcmf K!
Asif'svisionand commitment” quotes bbe.co.uk.
LA TIMES illustrates the power of the restoration: "Now Mughal-e-
Azan has been lovingly colourised - not a good idea for most black-and-
white classics but perfectin this particular instance." .

Bandhu Social
Welfare
Society organ-
ised a dance
evening at the
Chittagong
Theatre
Institute
recently. The
main objective
of the
programme
was to pro-
mote aware-
ness on

Source, Internet

HIVIAIDS.

Madhubaln in Mughal-e-Azam
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I.i:onm'da da Vinm painted the Mona Lisa between

1503 and 1506.

The Mnna Lisa is due m mwe to ht'r new hume
_ within Paris' Louvre angnliery on chnusday == fnur: 1
 yearsafterrefutbishmentworkbegan. '

Leonardo Vn’m 500
hc‘ilw ,da Y
i\ ¥

piece,

Ttwill allowvisitors more mbmto gaze- incomforton
the Mona Lisa, which will be hung alone on a false wall
~inanareadedicatedto lﬁlh—cmmrylmﬂan paintings.

_ The painting, which measures just 53 by 76 centime-
 ters (21 by 30 inches), will again be, hung behind non-
' reflective, unbreakable glass to protect it from climatic
; changes,camemﬂashesandwﬂlﬁﬂdamagc
_ Before the renovation work, visitors had to crowd
i amund the paimlngwlﬂthwashungtn a smn]lerspace o

Giocondo,

Cecile Scaillerez, Louvre cmator in charge of 16th

~ century Italian art, said: "The painting abolishes the
- distance between the model and the viewer by getting ing.*

- rid of a foreground, which crea:ed abarrier in pictures

: ofihq!irna ek

' -_'. "Dn tha olhcr hand lasa Gherardmi isn t ]ust look-

gt
Mona Lisaeveryyear abetterviewofthe paimm
 The Salle des Etats has had a 4.8m euro (£3.29m)
+ renovation to ;mmde a smtﬁble humc for the master-

 The painting - : which is the most recugiﬁscd in ﬂ:e :
* world - is thought to be a portrait of Lisa Gherardini, the
wife of an obscure Fluren!me merchant Francesco del

~and early 16th centuries in which people 3 :
Iooking away far.into the djsmnce, but sh is alsosmil-

« Last year, curators announced a suemiﬁc ; idy
the Mona Lisa after the thin poplarwood | pan
'the pamnngbcgan to shmvsignsnfwmphgg.
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