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KARIM WAHEED

HE 24th annual conference

of the Jatiyo Rabindra

Sangeet Shammilon
Parishad (RSSP) came to an end on
April 4. RSSP arranged several
events and a competition for
emerging singers who practice
Tagore songs.

The day started with the mem-
bers of RSSP's visit to the Shaheed
Minar to demonstrate reverentce to
the martyrs of our land. A musical
programme followed.

The Chief Guest Professor
Anisuzzaman, along with the chair-
person of RSSP Wahidul Haque, co-
chairperson  Sanjida Khatun and
Mita Haque took the stage.
Renowned sitar artiste, Khurshid

Rabindra Padak for his altruistic
contribution to the arena of classi-
cal music in our country. Khan is
the grandson of legendary musi-
cian Ustad Ayet Ali Khan and has
devoted his life to classical music.
Says a modest Khan: "My music
learning process has not yet
ended.”

Wahidul Haque, Chairperson of
RSSP expressed his contentment
with the standard of the contes-
tants who participated in the com-
petition of Tagore songs ammanged
by RSSP. He mentioned that two of
the young artistes had rendered
Tagore songs with such dedication
that they made him tearful. As he
said, "I was surprised to notice that
these children and teenagers, many
of whom are from outside Dhaka,
talked with a dialect but sang
Tagore songs with a perfect accent.

Khan was honoured with the
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Rabindra Sangeet Festival
. comes to an end

Tagore remams in our heart and soul

A colourful dance sequence at the event .o

These young artists have managed
to go beyond the regional bound-
aries.”

Shukanto Chakravarty from
Comilla and Steve Turjo from
Faridpur received awards of dis-
tinction in two age groups. Partha
Pratim Roy of Dhaka and Meena
Abid Shahriar from Khulna jointly
won the first prize in the adult
group. Agib Ajmain from Bogra
won first prize in the children's
group.

Co-chairperson of RSSE, Sanjida

Khatun in her speech said "Tagore
did not belong to any particular
religion or caste. He followed the
religion of humanity," Truly, in this
day and 'age the whole world can
learn to be more liberal and free by
taking a closer look at Tagore's life
and conviction.

Chief Guest, Anisuzzaman
chimed inwith the other speakers at
the occasion by saying that Tagore
taughtusthatone's countrymeansa
lot to oneself, but way greater than
motherland ishumanity.
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After the speeches, ithe musical
part of the programme started with
chorus songs by groups from
Dhaka, Narayanganj ancl Matlab.

Naila Tabasum Kiakoli and
Golam Sarwar rendered j2oetry.

Shukla Sarkar and her group
performed a dance recital.

The eventended with ;a rendition
of our National Anthem. There was
also the hope of a continuiing strug-
gle to uphold humanity |3y absorb-
ing Tagore's philosophie's through
hisliterary work, songs and plays.

Pratibimba

A scene from the play

ERSHAD KAMOL

The rural denizens of Bangladesh
are confronted with several prob-
lems such as gender inequality,
polygamy and dowry. All these ills
take a toll on these peaple. Some-
times, driven to the edge, people
lose theirmental balance.
Protiggya Parishad, a Danida-
funded NGO from Comilla, focused

on these issues on the proscenium
arch stage. The awareness building
exercise, a production titled
Pratibimba, was staged at the
National Theatre Stage on April 4.
The experimental productionwasa
part of the ongoing Denmark-
Bangladesh joint cultural exchange
programme, which coincides with
the bicentenary of Danish fairytale
writer Hans Christian Andersen.
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Pratibimba is set against the

backdrop of Pabna Mental Hospi-

tal, where a doctor during her case

studies unveils some tragic stories

about people with mental disor-

ders. Each of these stories is rooted

in reality. Further, as Pratibimba is

an improvised production there is

no single playwright. Rathera stage

‘play has been formed through the
editing of all the improvised

: A message- oriented social drama

Sl:!ql.lchES.

Director Mir Mehbub Alam
Nahid has handled the exj»erimen-
tal "Development Theatre" tech-
nique efficiently. Through' the

'. nan'qmr he has umrcﬂed ‘the story, |
of tf:t- pldy “The play unfg slds and " |*
takes an interesting twist (luringa |

sequence when the moh c:ontinn-
ously interrogates a sane parson
about his family secrets and ulti-
mately drives him crazy. The: trans-
formation of the character aind the
technique is appreciable. More-
over, he has used some rural events
such as palagan and games for
choreography.

As an awareness generatin g play,
simple portable elements sucliasa
stick and rope have been used as
the set of the play. Howeveir, the
light design needs further atten-
tion.

Pratibimba is an example of
good teamwork of the artistes who
have given their utmost to put
together an interesting and art istic
stage production.

Earlier in a short discussion,
Danish Ambassador Nicls Sevizrin
Munk and' Project Dipector of
Protiggya Parishod Imran
Zulkarnain delivered speech:es.
Hanne Tornager, the Culture and
Development consultant was the
hostofthediscussion session.
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turns 80

TToday Suchitra Sen turns 80. The fact that this legendary
actress is still amidst us, deﬁn]tdydalightshafans, but
some 'of her ardent devotees have been quite down-

hearted for the last 30 years. The reason: Suchitra's self-

' isolation. For the Jast 30 years, Suchita has been v

invisible to the known world.Except for her near and dear

| | ones,nooneknows herwhereabouts or herwell-being.

So, why this self-confinernent? Let's contemplate the

]  reasons hehmd Suchitra sechuding herself from the pub-
1 T

' "ThemmufSuch%&ase:dstmccnsastanishcr

/. immense popularity. So, when she decidles to confine’

| herselffrom public, that obviously does create ahubbub  {

| In the society," says Suchitra's contemporary Madhobi
. Chakrabarty. If the public reacuon were, different, that
| wouldhavebeen odd.

To comprehend Suchitra! a:easordng, one has to follow

thechainofeventsthatocctirred priortoherself-exile.

Suchitra's last movie was Pranay Pasha released in

| 1978, The number of filns she was doing was decreasing
" in the 1970s. Among her last movies, except for Aandhi,

there was no major hit. The same goes for her co-star
Uttam Kumar, the prominent actor with whom Suchitra
formed one of the most popular 'on-screen’ pairs on the
silver screen in those times. Two years after Pranay Pasha
was released, Ultam passed away and Suchitra officially

I secuded herself from the movieworld: Uttam'suntimely

:"ddatham]edalhhspossibiliﬁsniﬁnum 'Uttam-Suchitra’

'Uttarn-Suchitra' fan would agree that with=
oul Uttam, Suchitra's existence on the silver screen was
incomplete, even Suchitra knew that. She also realised
that to survive in the rat race of the movie world on her
‘'own, she would need another co-star with ﬂctmg exoel-

0 lence, '
Although, Suchitra was known for her acting skills, her

claim to fame was her screen presence, exquisite facial
expressions and her knowledge of camera angles that
wouldpresent herinaway fewactresses can boastof.

Her divine beauty on the screen was presented in a
more profound way by theskilled cameramen of hertime.
During her last days as an actress, she did not get that
skilled film-crew toworkwith her.

"Suchitra did not come to Taliganj with dreams of
becoming an actress. Her arrival in the movie world was
more orless anecessity,” says her confidante, director Asit
Sen. He feels that even Suchitra did not realise that she
could become a legend in time. It seems that she started
acting in movies for financial reasons, Hence, acting in

SHORT TAKE

Kareena in Page 3t

What the Big cinema girl refused, the crossover kid
lapped up and Page 3 toasted a silver jubilee.
"True, Kareena did turn down the role,” Konkona Sen
admits, givinga 'done to death'look.

Any apprehension that came along with a 'reject
role'? She raises her brows, "I am not the cynical kind,
nordo I over complicate things. She didn't do the role, I
did. I actually thank her for refusing it. It was a damn
good role and Thad aball doing it.”

Source; Intemnet
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Legendary actress Suchltra Sen

rrmeswasbasimlly)uat ‘work' to her. Huwgve:,“’ he
attaineda certain level of acting skills, There's a difference
between actors who consider acting as their only -
and actors who see acting merely as ‘work'. Hence,
theneedtoworkceases to exist, these actors don'th
to retire. This was another prime reason why. Su
s:oppedslgmngmnmms for movies, even though ity
noteasyforher. !
With age, artistes become "Didi", "Kaki" etc to their
fellow artistes, Suchitra never responded to anything else
but"MrsSen”. F
So, to sumitall up, Uttam's untimely death, aging, lac
of need to work any more, made Suchitra overly st
consciousand thisresulted inherleaving thecine-waorlt
Her departure from the silver screen and Bangla
films, in particular, her isolation from her fans and
public is prompted by herneed to be mmembemﬂas 3
theageless, classicwonder, thatis Suchitra. 4l

Courlesy :Anandalok .

Streisand and Barry |
Gibb reunite

BBC ONLINE

= ;&}umiand recently retuned to films after an "@"Y‘Eﬁh
¥ rea

‘Barbra Streisand is to reunite with Bee (recs star Bany
Gibbonherlatestalbum, dueoutinSeptember.

Gibb, 58, will write and produce a dozen songs on the
as-yet-untitled album, 25 years gfter the pair first worked
togetheron the album Guilty,

Guilty (1980) went on to sell more than five mﬂ]mn
copies in the United States alone and spawned the hit
singleWornanin Love,

Streisand's last album, a compilation of movie theme
tunes, came outin2003.

' That same year, Streisand, 62, said in an interview lhnl
- shewasbored ofsingingherown songs.

“That's why I gave-

up concerts.In addi-
. tion to having stage
+ fright and the exertion
. of singing 30 songs a
: might, it's boring to
- singyourownsongs."
3 Last yearshe made
- a successful retum to
acting after an eight-
year hiatus, starring in
the comedy sequel
Meet the Fockers
opposite Dustin
Hoffman and Robert
De Niro.
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