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The call of the Santal clan

Musmgs with Jonah Murmu

KAVITA CHARANII

Bangladesh asweetland
Landofflowers
Decorated plants waveinitswind....

This patriotic Santali song is a favourite with
Jonah Murmu, who works with the Baptist Mis-
sion in Rajshahl. By birth he is a Christian, but
his identity as a Santal, he asserts, is uppermost
in his mind, His vehicle in promoting the indige-
nous culture is the world of song. He has been
composing, singing and writing songs since

1981,

" The Bangali culture is predominant in the
country. The Santal culture is not properly pro-
moted,” says Murmu, who sings Santal songs on
the Rangpur radio station. In the midst of the
onslaught of electronic media and a fading
culture, there are many mountains to climb, he
says. Take the case of the Santal dress called
Panchi (skirt) Parhan (top). In the face of poverty
and changing tastes, the traditional dress is not
worn anymore. However, the Santal language is

Jonah Murmu

A traditional dance by Santal women

thankfully still alive.

The Santali songs, according to Murmu, have
aunique identity. Be it the music, lyrics and the
themes, there is a vast difference from Bangla
songs. The types of Santali songs are Dang,
Lagrey, Dashai and Shahirai. The Dashai genre is
rooted in the songs of activists protesting British
rule. "Dashaiis the language of protest. Now it is
a religious song and is used in religious
programmes and festivals such as Durga Puja,”
says Murmii

The Santals are the second largestindigenous
groups after the Chakmas in Bangladesh. How-
ever, there is a shortfall in community members
who are well versed in the original aris--whether
song, dance or music. Why? " The indigenous
peoplesuch as Santals need funding so that their
culture can be preserved. There are several
cultural academies for the indigenous people,
for example, the Adivasi Cultural Academy (for
all indigenous peoples). The basic problem is
that the Santals live in the village but these acad-

emies are based in cities. So Santal people can-
notcometo the city,” points out Murmu.

This problem is not a stumbling block for
other cultural groups such as the Garos and
Chakmas, because the academies for these
specific groups are situatedin their own locali-
ties, However, the Santals don't have that facility.
Along standing demand of the community is the
establishment of cultural academies in the
localities where Santals lives

" 1f we don't preserve the Santal culture it will
be gone within the next 20 years," warns Murmi.
Joining hands with community members, he
seeks to generate awareness among Santal
people about their present status and how they
should preserve theirculture.
" However, all this will come to naught unless
the government steps in with funding and back-
ing for these indigenous people. Meanwhile it is
dedicated people like Murmu who provide the
much-needed encouragement to their kinsmen
inpreserving their roots and culture.
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"Lifeis
doing some-
poseful"

-~ Atiqul Haque
. Chowdhury.

Veteran TV play director Atiqul Haque
Chowdhury still has a firm place in the hearts
of his audience for his superb productions.
For his contribution, Chowdhury was
awarded an honorary doctorate degree from
Delhi-based World Development Council in
1990, His latest work was Dr Mahataber
Swapno,adramaserial aired on Channeli.

Whatshould be theideal focus of drama¥?

As a humble playwright, I feel that our plays should
reflect a true picture of our society, They should mirror
states of mind such as sorrow, happiness, peace, love and
service to humanity. True dramais also poetry in action.
The care philosophy of our drama, I believe, can exercisea
shaping influence on our lives and may lead global thea-

tre to its desired goal.

Whatisyourimpressionabout ourstage plays?

In my opinion, integrity has been possible to a greater
degree on our stage than on wide screen and the small
screan. Bminent directors of stage plays have introduced

indigenous art forms perfectly and more effectively than
electronic media. And thus they have successfully
replaced so-called dramatic tension and speed of Euro-
pean plays

Name some of the important actors introduced by
you

Many prominent drama personalities of the country
likeAbdullah Al Mamun, Ferdausi Majumdar, Khaliland
others were introduced as radio drama artistes in the
plays produced by me. Actors Abul Hayat, Humayun
Faridy, Shampa Reza and others were introduced in TV
plays producedby me,

Whatisyourideaoflife?

Life, 1o me, is not a story told by an idiot fullof sound
and fury signifying nothing. Life is doing something,
achieving something really meaningful and purposeful
and permanent in this very temporary world of ours,

How do you definelove?

Tb e, itis the end resultof knowing each other; admir-
ing the qualities and agreeing with the other to share the
expericnceoflife.

Abayab hosts drama festival

ERsSHAD KAMOL

in the discussion session in which

On a sultry evening in April, theatre
workers of Abayab and theatre activ-
ists from different troupes gathered at
the Experimental Theatre Stage at
Shilpakala. The occasion was the four
daylong Abayab drama festival, which
was inaugurated jointly by Ramendu
MajumderandAtaurRahman,

- A colouriul rally,and presentation
of Baul songs followed the opening
ceremony. As soon as the sun went
down, the theatre members ook part

Keramat Meola, Liaquat Ali Lucky,
Kazi Rosy, Jhuna Chowdhury and
MizanurRahman delivered speeches.

Speakers at the programme said
that cultural activists in the country
face obstruction from the anti-social
elements and have to overcome these
odds. In theview ofthe General Secre-
tary -of Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation (BGTH Liaquuat Al Lucky,
"In the era of globalisation, many
indigenous art forms are losing their
uniqueness. Cultural activists have to

struggle to preserve these diversified

artforms."

After the speeches, Jolbalika, a
presentation of Padatik Natya
Songsad commenced the festival.
are included are,

Raaraang, an Aranyak production,
Koinna, a Prachyanut production and
Pejgi, a Swattik production. However,
* the prganising troupe, Abayab, is not.
staging any play in the festival due to.

Other plays that

certain limitations.

The drama festival however, drew

droves oftheatre goers.

Shahrukh dragged to

meet Jassi

- Depp is Hollywood
- slimeball

If you think only
the shapely
Sangitas,
Shwetas and
Mandiras of the
small screen can
arouse interest,
1hm1 yOou are
QUtLly,IH!t.lulr.{J‘l e |
Let's just say,
Jassi aka Mona
Singh offers a:
stiff competi-
tion. g
Just the other
day, she was
shooting at the
Film City in
Goregaon.
Coincidentally,
Shahrukh Khan
was facing the
arc light at the
same venue, on
a different set of
course. His son
Aryvan and
daughter

Suhana had Mona Slngh

accompanied him for the shooton that particular day. 1t's a mystery.{ At the awards show - a little more relaxed and informal than the Os::ars

American Idol'was named favourite TV show, with Adam San d.h:r and Hilary
Duffbeing named favourite movie actorand actress. The singing gongswent
to Usher and Avril Lavigne, with Green Day being named fnmuﬂm music

how, but the kids got to know that Jassi'was shooting nearby, The .
brother-sister duo left no stone unturned in finding out where the *
bespectacled lady with braces was. Not only did they track her down, -
they even dragged papa dearest along to meet her! Really "Jassi Jaissikoi

nahi”

: Itall seemedabitofa
* chuckle at the Nick-
« clodeon Kids Choice
. Awards - with ceivu-
| rities happy to make
- afool ofthemselves.
. Topprizehastogo
¢ 16 Johhy Déppeiob
The Pirates Of The
|- Caribbean star was
| on stage, all set to
+ pullthegunkleveron
. fellow actor Ben
. Stiller - who had
| agreed to stand
‘|- beneath the bucket
. ofgreenslime,
*  However, in true
- trickster style, when
. Johnny pulled the
* lever he was the one
whose white T-shirt
. tumedaslimygreen.
:  But being a good
sport, Ben joined in
. by smearing himself
° intheslime too)

group.

Johhny Depp

Source! In!ama!
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