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BEGINNING OF THE MARADONA LEGEND: A 1981 file picture showing 
Diego Maradona being carried by fans after winning the 1981 championship 
with Boca Juniors at La Bombonera stadium in Buenos Aires. Boca, the 
most popular football club in Argentina, celebrates today its centenary.

Ronaldo's fiancee
pregnant
AP,  Rio de Janeiro

Real Madrid superstar was late in 
returning to Spain because his 
fiancee, Daniella Cicarelli, is report-
edly pregnant and was hospitalised 
on Thursday in Brazil after fainting at 
a wedding. 

The striker has a five-year-old 
son, Ronald, by his first wife, 
B raz i l i an  foo tba l le r  M i lene  
Domingues. 

Ronaldo had been expected to 
arrive on Friday with teammate 
Roberto Carlos to prepare for 
Madrid's Spanish league match 
against Albacete on Sunday. The two 
were in Brazil for their country's World 
Cup qualifying match. 

Madrid said on its website it had 
given Ronaldo permission to post-
pone his return, and coach Vanderlei 
Luxemburgo said Ronaldo would be 
available on Sunday. 

On January 30, Ronaldo missed 
his team's league game with 
Numancia after remaining in Brazil. 
Local news reports said it was 
because his older brother, Nelinho, 
had fallen ill.

INTERNET SOURCE, Buenos Aires

The biggest idol of Argentine soccer, 
Diego Maradona, arrived Saturday 
at the capital of his country, Buenos 
Aires, to celebrate the centennial of 
his beloved team Boca Juniors and 
the 18th birthday of his daughter 
Dalma. 

Maradona, who retired from 
soccer eight years ago, in 1997, 
Saturday will be the protagonist in 
the "Dinner of the Centennial" with 
the task of putting out the 100 little 
candles that will decorate the cake 
of the celebration, although he will 
receive help from other guests. 

The former soccer star, 43, will 
also participate in the celebration of 
the 18th birthday of Dalma at 
Buenos Aires, according to press 
reports. 

Maradona, who arrived from 
Venezuela where this week he held 
a meeting with the leaders of Spain, 
Brazil, Colombia and Venezuela, is 
going to take part in the main part of 
the celebrations of Boca Juniors, 
with which he got a national league 
title in 1981. 

The Sunday Centennial Party 
will take effect in La Bombonera 
Stadium before an audience of 
65,000 fans from all over the country 
recalling its creation by a group of 
football enthusiast in a humble 
neighbourhood of immigrants, until 
reaching the world's summit, and 
counting among its supporters with 
the most famous fan, Maradona

The former captain of the 
Argentine national team, who now 
faces an intense fight against drug- 
addiction and obesity, participated 
in four World Cups and played 
abroad for Spain`s Barcelona and 
Seville, and Italy`s Naples. 

REUTERS, Newcastle

Newcastle United team mates 
Kieron Dyer and Lee Bowyer apolo-
gised to "everyone qconnected to 
the club" after they were sent off for 
fighting each other late in their side's 
3-0 home defeat by Aston Villa on 
Saturday. 

The two England internationals 
were involved in the remarkable 
fight eight minutes from time when 
Newcastle were already down to 10 
men after Steven Taylor had been 
sent off for handball. 

It was a dreadful turnaround for 
the club only a day after the good 
news that striker Alan Shearer had 
decided to play on for another year 
and both Dyer and Bowyer 
appeared at a post-match news 
conference to offer their apologies. 

"We would like to apologise to 
the fans, the chairman, the manage-
ment staff, all the players, to every-

one connected with Newcastle, my 
family and everybody who wit-
nessed what happened today," said 
Bowyer, who left the field with a 
huge rip down the front of his shirt. 

"We are sincerely sorry," added 
the midfielder, no stranger to contro-
versy in his days with former club 
Leeds United. 

Dyer, booed by the Newcastle 
fans earlier this season for refusing 
to play out of his preferred position, 
added: "We are team mates, we 
have disagreements but we should 
not be fighting in front of 50,000 
people. We are deeply sorry." 

Manager Graeme Souness, a 
renown hard man midfielder for 
Liverpool and Scotland, said he had 
never seen such an incident before. 

"It's a first for me," "I've never 
witnessed that before." 

Souness  sa id  tha t  Dyer  
appeared to be the innocent party. 

"I have been told by Dyer that he 
did not throw any punches, he was 
on the receiving end. 

"Bowyer was indefensible. He 

was guilty of throwing more than 
one punch and has to accept any 
punishment coming his way." 

Souness said that the two play-
ers would be subject to internal 
discipline but said he expected both 
to continue playing at the club. 

"I can envisage both of them 
playing again, but if it ever hap-
pened again that would be it for the 
pair of them, they've hurt the cus-
tomers today." 

Souness said that frustration at 
the way the game was going and at 
penalty decisions - one not awarded 
to Newcastle and one of the two that 
did go to Villa - were probably a 
factor. 

"Anyone who sees those pic-
tures will find it hard to understand 
how team mates act like that," he 
said. 

"I'm not condoning what they did 
in any way but the referee had a very 
disappointing game today and the 
frustration our players felt going 
down 3-0 has shown itself with 
someone wanting to go boxing. 

REUTERS, London

Team mates Kieron Dyer and Lee 
Bowyer were sent off for fighting 
each other as Newcastle United 
ended with eight men on the pitch in 
a 3-0 home defeat by Aston Villa in 
the English Premier League on 
Saturday. 

Dyer and Bowyer were dis-
missed by referee Barry Knight after 
82 minutes just after Aston Villa 
went 3-0 up with a second Gareth 
Barry penalty in seven minutes to 
end  Newcas t l e ' s  12 -ma tch  
unbeaten run. 

Meanwhile, Chelsea maintained 
their charge towards a first league 
title for 50 years as a deflected 
Frank Lampard free kick and two 
Eider Gudjohnsen goals gave them 
a 3-1 win at Southampton that took 
them to 80 points. 

Arsenal nosed ahead in the 
battle for second as Thierry Henry, 
who missed France's World Cup 
matches last week with a calf injury, 
returned to score a second succes-
sive league hat-trick at Highbury in a 
4-1 victory over Norwich City. 

That took the champions to 67 
points, above Manchester United on 
goal difference after their rivals were 
held to a goalless Old Trafford draw 
by Blackburn Rovers. 

For once, however, Chelsea 
were not the main talking point as 
Newcastle hogged the headlines for 
the second day running. 

On Friday their fans were cele-
brating the news that skipper Alan 
Shearer said he would play on for 
another season but the former 
England captain was a peripheral 
figure on Saturday. 

Juan Pablo Angel put Villa ahead 
after five minutes and the visitors 
wrapped it with two Gareth Barry 

penalties. 
The first came after Steven 

Taylor was dismissed after 73 
minutes for handball on the line and 
the second seven minutes later 
when Angel was brought down. 

Dyer and Bowyer then took 
centre stage.  Both p layers 
appeared at a post-match news 
conference to apologise to "every-
one concerned with the club". 

At Highbury Henry, who scored 
all three when Arsenal beat 
Portsmouth 3-0 a month ago, 
scored after 19, 22 and 66 minutes 
to take his club tally for the season to 
30. Freddie Ljungberg grabbed the 
other. 

Darren Huckerby briefly gave 
Norwich some hope when he 
scored after 30 minutes to make it 2-
1 but Norwich remained in bottom 
place with relegation looking 
increasingly likely. 

Arsenal  manager  Arsene 
Wenger said: "Today was an inter-
esting day for us. Manchester 
United dropped points and we are 
back into second and it's down to us 
now. 

"In any other season 67 points 
with seven games to go we would be 
fighting for the championship but 
Chelsea have an exceptional total." 

That total reached 80 as Chelsea 
accounted for Southampton with 
one eye on next week's Champions 
League quarter-final first leg at 
home to Bayern Munich. 

Lampard's long-range deflected 
free kick put them ahead after 22 
minutes and a great run by defender 
Glen Johnson set up Gudjohnsen 
for his first after 39. 

Southampton, hovering one 
place above the relegation zone, hit 
back through Kevin Phillips in the 
70 th  m inu te  bu t  I ce lander  
Gudjohnsen finished off a sweet 
passing move six minutes from 
time. 

Manchester United manager 
Alex Ferguson said that Blackburn, 
managed by one of his former 
players Mark Hughes, were a hard 
team to play against after being held 
to a draw. 

United hit the woodwork twice in 
the first half before losing their way 
and Ferguson said: "They slow the 
game down at every opportunity 
and it works very well for them." 

More bad news for United is that 
Ryan Giggs pulled a hamstring and 
will probably miss the FA Cup semi-
final against Newcastle in two 
weeks. 

Elsewhere, Liverpool beat 
Bolton Wanderers 1-0 with an 86th 
minute header from Igor Biscan to 
move to within a point of fourth-
placed Everton, who play West 
Bromwich Albion on Sunday. 

Middlesbrough won 1-0 at rele-
gation-threatened Crystal Palace 
with a first half header from Franck 
Queudrue, while Charlton Athletic 
levelled in the dying seconds of 
stoppage time to draw 2-2 with 
Manchester City. 

Jermaine Pennant, who was 
released from prison on Thursday 
following a drink-driving conviction, 
played with an electronic prisoner's 
tag on his ankle for Birmingham City 
who drew 1-1 at home with 
Tottenham Hotspur. 

PREMIERSHIP

Magpies' day to forget

Spanish football league table after 
Saturday's matches (played, won, drawn, 
lost, goals for, goals against, points): 

Barcelona  29   21    5    3    54    18    68 
Real   29   18    3    8    49    25    57 
Villarreal    29   14    8    7    51    27    50 
Betis     29   13    9   7    47    37    48 
Valencia      30   12  11   7    46    32    47 
Espanyol    29   13    7    9 37    35    46  

TOP SIX
PRIMERA LIGA

Villarreal 
on course
REUTERS, Madrid

Villarreal strengthened their hold on 
a Champions League place after 
convincing 3-1 win over Athletic 
Bilbao on Saturday moved them up 
to third in Primera Liga. 

Manuel Pellegrini's side, Spain's 
only remaining team in European 
competition this season, now have 
50 points and a game in hand on 
second-placed Real Madrid, who 
are seven points ahead of them. 

Two goals from striker Jose Mari 
and a third from Uruguay striker 
Diego Forlan, his 18th of the sea-
son, were too much for Athletic, who 
had levelled the scores at 1-1 
through striker Santi Ezquerro. 
Valencia missed out on the chance 
to move into the Champions League 
places despite staging a fightback 
from 2-0 down to earn a point 
against Real Zaragoza. 

Substitute Bernardo Corradi 
pounced on a defensive error to pull 
a goal back for the visitors in the 
81st minute before defender Marco 
Caneira stroked home the leveller 
soon after. Caneira was later dis-
missed for a second yellow card. 

Zaragoza had taken the lead 
against the run of play when David 
Generelo scored with a fierce 30 
metre shot just before the break. 

Valencia's David Albelda headed 
Savio's inswinging cross into his 
own net after 50 minutes but 
Zaragoza failed to build on their two-
goal advantage. 

Two goals in three minutes from 
Gari Uranga and Valery Karpin all 
but guaranteed Real Sociedad's 
Primera Liga survival as they swept 
aside struggling Osasuna 2-0. 

English Premiership table after 
Saturday's late kick-off match (played, 
won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals 
against, points): 

Chelsea     31  25   5   1   61  11    80 
Arsenal     31  20   7   4   72  33    67 
Man Utd     31  19  10 2   48  17    67 
Everton     30  15   6   9   35  32    51 
Liverpool   31  15   5  11   44  31    50 
Bolton      31  13   7  11   38  35    46 

TOP SIX

AFP, Berlin

Bayern Munich warmed up for 
Wednesday's Champions League 
showdown with Chelsea with a con-
vincing 3-0 win over VfL Wolfsburg on 
Saturday as they retained their posi-
tion at the top of the Bundesliga. 

Schalke 04 stay clipping at 
Bayern's heels following a 4-1 home 
triumph over FC Nuremberg and lie 
second on goal difference. 

Third-placed VfB Stuttgart con-
tinue to be the jinx side for champions 
Werder Bremen recording a 2-1 
victory at the Weserstadion. 

The result means Stuttgart are four 
points ahead of Bremen and strong 
favourites to seal the final Champions 
League spot for next season. 

Bayern manager Felix Magath 
claimed international matches had left 
his selection of cosmopolitan troops 
drained but there was no signs of 
fatigue as Munich took the game to 
Wolfsburg. 

The breakthrough came after 29 
minutes with Torsten Frings darting 
down the right flank and finding 
German international Bastian 

Schweinsteiger with a cross to the 
back post. 

Schweinsteiger showed great 
poise to trap the ball before producing 
an accomplished side-footed volley. 

With the seconds ticking down to 
the half-time interval Bayern doubled 
their lead although there was a touch 
of fortune involved. 

Roy Makaay drilled his shot at 
Wolves goalkeeper Simon Jentzsch 
but the ball ricocheted off Wolves 
defender Kevin Hofland and rolled 
back into the net. 

Wolves hit the post in the 54th 
minute and Bayern rubbed salt in the 
wounds by scoring sixty seconds later 
with the impressive Frings glancing a 
header beyond Jentzsch. 

Magath had the luxury of taking 
Dutch international Makaay off near the 
hour mark as a security measure for 
Wednesday's trip to Chelsea. 

But Bayern must do without 
Peruvian attacker Claudio Pizarro for 
the tie at Stamford Bridge with the 
marksman limping off in the seventh 
minute with a thigh injury. 

Schalke trail Bayern on goal differ-
ence at the summit after crushing 
Nuremberg 4-1 at the Arena Auf 
Schalke. 

German Under-21 international 
Mike Hanke produced a great leap to 

direct a header home in the 24th 
minute and put Schalke in front. 

In the 36th minute Brazilian Ailton 
then fed a precise through ball to 
Hanke and the marksman bided his 
time before finishing with aplomb. 

Ailton scored four minutes later as 
Schalke went into cruise control and 
compatriot Lincoln netted on 74 
minutes to cap a fine afternoon. 

Reigning champions Bremen have 
refused to wave the white flag in their 
title defence but their slim hopes 
vanished with a 2-1 home reverse 
against Stuttgart. 

Bremen were nine points clear at 
the top of the table last term as they 
powered to the title but this season just 
reaching the Champions League 
would suffice. 

German football league table after 
Saturday's matches (played, won, drawn, 
lost, goals for, goals against, points): 
      
Bayern 27  17   5   5   52  25   56 
Schalke       27  18   2   7   45  30   56 
Stuttgart      27  15   6   6   48  31   51 
Bremen       27  14   5   8   56  30   47 
Berlin         26  11  11   4   46  24   44 
Hamburg     27  14   2  11   48  43   44 

TOP SIX

TOP SIX

PHOTO: INTERNET SOURCE

THIS ONE'S A CLASSIC! Newcastle United duo Lee Bowyer (2nd from L) and Kieron Dyer (3rd from L) trying to beat the living daylight out of each other while 
teammates and an Aston Villa player try to restrain them at St James Park on April 2.

Brawling duo apologises

Maradona joins Boca party

BUNDESLIGA

Bayern too strong

KARTHIKEYAN CRASHES OUT

Alsonso takes 
Bahrain glory
BBC ONLINE, Manama

Fernando Alonso cruised to his 
second consecutive victory with a 
dominant drive at the Bahrain Grand 
Prix here on Sunday. 

The Renault driver beat Toyota's 
Jarno Trulli and McLaren's Kimi 
Raikkonen as Ferrari's gamble on 
an early debut for their 20005 car 
failed to pay off. 

Michael Schumacher challenged 
Alonso in the early laps but retired 
after just 11 laps. Indian Narain 
Karthikeyan had to quit his Jordan 
early in the race. 

Schumacher qualified second in 
the new Ferrari. 

But the German ran wide at Turn 
Nine as the Ferrari's electro-
hydraulic systems began to falter 
and Schumacher pulled into the pits 
at the end of the lap. 

Trulli kept Alonso in sight until the 
first pit stops, but the Renault eased 
clear thereafter to take a comfort-
able win. 

"It was the hottest race I've ever 
been in, but the car was extremely 
strong, especially after the second 
pit stop," Alonso said. 

AP, Vatican City

Pope John Paul II was an avid sports-
man, and possibly the most athletic 
pontiff in history. 

While memories of the pope on 
skis or hiking through the Italian Alps 
contrast greatly with more recent 
images of him -- when he suffered from 
debilitating illnesses -- John Paul was 
a vibrant participant in physical activi-
ties throughout much of his life. From 
his days as "Lolek the Goalie" to his 
numerous hiking and kayaking trips 
that he used for spiritual gatherings, 
the Pope always found time to satisfy 
his love for the outdoors. 

"He has been a terrific sportsman," 
said George Weigel, author of an 
extensive biography on John Paul. "As 
a young man he was a very active 
soccer player, a skier, a hiker. As a 
young priest he became very involved 
in a ministry to university students that 
was built around hiking, skiing and 
kayaking." 

Weigel noted that the Pope had a 

swimming pool built at his summer 
residence at Castel Gandolfo during 
the first summer of his papacy. 

"The story goes that he justified it 
by saying it was cheaper than building 
a new conclave," he said. "The first 15 
years of his pontificate he took breaks 
to go skiing, and the miracle about that 
was the Italian paparazzi actually left 
him alone." 

John Paul, who travelled abroad 
more than any other Pope in history, 
also shared the same stage as many 
of the world's greatest athletes, and 
performed mass in front of crowds 
larger than those seen at any sports 
event. And he relished the various 
audiences he held for professional 
athletes -- from Muhammad Ali to the 
Real Madrid. 

In one of his last such audiences in 
January, John Paul gave his blessing 
to the Ferrari auto racing team and its 
seven-time Formula One champion 
driver Michael Schumacher. 

The Pope stressed the importance 
of team spirit and said Ferrari owed its 

sports and industrial results to "an 
enthusiasm that comes from a com-
munity spirit". 

Athletics have been an important 
part of the Pope's life since his years 
growing up in the Polish town of 
Wadowice. Karol Wojtyla, as he was 
called then, was a goalkeeper for his 
local soccer team. 

Pilgrims to Wadowice can still see 
the pitch where he played. 

When he wasn't playing soccer, 
"Lolek" -- his nickname -- would take 
daring swims in the flooded Skawa 
River with his boyhood friend Jerzy 
Kluger during the warmer months. In 
the winter, the future pontiff played ice 
hockey on the Skawa's frozen surface 
and went skiing. 

"There wasn't much of a means to 
go up the mountain in those days, 
there was only one lift," Kluger said. 
"We used to walk three, four, five hours 
to get to the top and then ski down in 
seven minutes. 

"We were like all the other moun-
tain boys, winter was long in Poland." 

Of the athletic Pope
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Rajib has just one norm.
"We hope they can achieve the 

all-important norm from the tourna-
ment but it won't be easy as they face 
a serious challenge from some really 
good foreign players," said Syed 
Sujauddin Ahmed, general secretary 
of BCF at a press conference yester-
day.

"All the previous tournaments 
were robin league, but this time we 
have arranged the meet on Swiss 
League, so that more players can 
earn norms," he said.

Both players need 8.5 points from 
matches involving three GMs and 
five IMs or Fide Masters to earn a GM 
norm. Besides, the rating average of 
11 players would be 2381. 

The local challenge, which will be 
led by Ziaur and Niaz, also sees Fide 
Master Sheikh Nasir Ahmed, 
Khondaker Aminul Islam, Abu Sufian 
Shakil, Mehdi Hasan Parag, 
Mohammad Javed and national 
women's champion Shamima Akhter 
Liza competing.

The champion will receive $1,600 
while the runner-up gets $1,100 
respectively. Sponsors United 
Insurance and United Leasing 
Company is bearing the entire 
expenses of the meet amounting to 
Tk 10 lakh.

GM battle 

AFC FOOTBALL FESTIVAL

Bad day for
local boys
SPORTS REPORTER

After the opening day's success, 
Bangladesh teams failed to raise their 
game against Pakistan yesterday in 
the AFC U-13 Football Festival at 
BKSP.

Bangladesh were held by Pakistan 
to a goalless draw. Bangladesh A went 
down to the same opponents 1-0.

Bangladesh A also lost to Sri Lanka 
by a solitary goal, drew goalless with 
Nepal before restoring some pride 
with a 1-0 win over Bhutan.

The hosts' main team, however, 
recorded identical 2-0 victories against 
Bhutan and Sri Lanka but were beaten 
1-0 by Nepal.

In the day's other matches, Nepal 
crushed neighbours Bhutan 5-0 and 
drew 0-0 with Pakistan while the 
Bhutan-Sri Lanka match ended in a 
goalless draw.

Partex squash
SPORTS REPORTER

Babu and Swapan of British Club won 
their respective B Division matches in 
the Partex Open squash tournament 
at the Gulshan Club yesterday.

Babu blanked Selim 9-4, 9-2, 9-6 
while Swapan beat Barun 9-1, 9-4, 9-
6. In the day's other matches in the B 
Division, Arzoo defeated Dulal 9-6, 9-
5, 9-6 and Tarek beat Kiki 9-2, 9-4, 9-6.

FROM PAGE 12

Aleem Dar offered them the 
sanctity of coming back on Sunday.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the third 
day of the first Test between West 
Indies and South Africa at the 
Bourda Oval on Saturday:
WEST INDIES: First innings 543 for 
five declared (W Hinds 213, 
Chanderpaul 203 not out)
SOUTH AFRICA: First innings 
(overnight 2-0)
Smith c Browne b Collins 2
De Villiers c Browne b King 41
Rudolph c R Hinds b Powell 0
Kallis b Powell 0
Gibbs lbw b Collins 5
Boucher not out 32
Hall c Collins b King 2
Boje not out 21
Extras: (lb-6, w-1, nb-20) 27
Total: (For 6 wkts in 37 overs) 130
Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-16, 3-16, 4-
30, 5-75, 6-95
To bat: Ntini, Langeveldt, Nel
Bowler O M R W
Collins 12 2 33 2
Powell 10 1 42 2
King 9 1 32 2
R Hinds 6 2 17 0

WI pace 
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