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REUTERS, Vatican Clty

Pope John Paul 1I, whose 26-year
papacy helped defeat Communism
in Europe butleft a Roman Catholic
Church divided over his uncompro-
mising orthodoxy, died on Saturday
after a prolonged struggle with ill
health.

"Our be]tweﬁ ‘Holy Father John
Paul hasreiurned to the house of the
Father,” said Archbishop Leonardo
Sandi, annnum:ing the death to a
liuge crowd that had massed under
the l’naﬁﬁ‘s windows to pray for a
nnracqimfs rem\rery that never
came: :

A v?ﬂ&e of applause rippled

'St Peter's Square, in an
Ttalian Sign of respect for the dead,
and the ‘hush descended. Many of

y he had -- his closest
h}ecwspapers rcponed
X gword was"Amen.”
e news  spread through
ﬁm;sands of faithful
theVatican to join those
_alteady there, paying homage to a
yﬁao mmluﬁumscd his office |
and took his rigorous message far
beyoncl ihe confines of the Vatican.
B\ " SEE PAGE 15 COL7

WA, theﬂailystar net

Pope John Paul II's body is displayed in the Clementine Hall at the Vatican's Apostolic Palace yesterday as Cardinal
Eduardo Martinez Somalo, left, sprays holy water on the body.

'COP ASSAULT CASE
MP's son gets
2-week bail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Kamrul Kadar Noman, son of BNP
lawmaker Ali Kadar, yesterday
obtained a two-week anticipatory
bail from the High Court in a police
assaulticase,

He appeared before the High
Court to seek bail'when the police
were in'a massive hunt to arrest him
for beating up a traffic constable on
Manik Mia Avenue in the capital on
Wednesday.

After hearing a bail petition filed
by Noman, a division bench of the
High Court comprising Justice AK
Badrul Hug and' Justice Fazlur
Rahman directed him to sumrender
before the Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court, Dhaka, after two
weeks,

Granting the anticipatory bail,
the court also issued a rule upon the
government to show cause as towhy
the petitioner should notbe granted
bailin this case.

Barrister Mahbubuddin Khokan
and advocate Habibul Islam
Bhuiyan moved for the petitioner
while Assistant Attorney General
Abdul Basetfor the government.

‘Meanwhile, the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's Court,
Dhaka yesterday granted a

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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PDB penny wise,
pound foolish

Opts to rehabilitate Haripur
power plant at a cost which
can almost see a new plant

SHARIER KHAN

The Power Development Board
(PDB) floats a tender Wednesday to
rehabilitate the 17-year old 100mw
Haripur power project costing Tk
110 crore when it can set up a new
plant by adding just around Tk 20 1o
Tk40crore.

APDB official said alobby led by
an Awami League lawmaker with
good influence on the government
has pushed the PDB for the deal:

The entire financing of the pro-
jectwill come from a Japanese debt-
relieffund.

"This business lobby wants the
PDB ta award the deal to aJapanese
company that he (the MP) repre-
sents," said thelorﬁcial who wished
anonymity. ¢

Under the scheme, the contrac-
tor will refurbish three 33.5mw old
generators of the Haripur plant ata

cost of Tk 100 crore. The contractor
will also installa 10 megawatt initial
power generator involving Tk 10
crore, which will be used only to
startup themainplant.

"The PDB built the Baghabari
100mw power plantin 2001 at a cost
of Tk 128 crore,” pointed'out the
PDB official.

Power industry sources said
given the present cost scenario, a
brand new 100mw plant will cost
aroundTk 150 crore to setup. "Butas
the Haripur plant site has already
been developed along with neces-
saryinfrastructures, itmay costa bit
lower than that," said an executive of
apower company.

This plant is earmarked to retire
completely in 2008 in line with the
gavernment's Power System Master
Plan (PSMP).

Rehabilitating the project will
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Next polls will
be in time
Says Khaleda

BSS, Charfashion, Bhola

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day made it clear that the next gen-
eral elections will be held in time
and under the caretaker administra-
tion as per the constitutional provi-
s1on.

She pointed out thata numberof
general elections had been success-
fully held under caretaker govern-
ment.

Khaleda said the main opposi-
tion is not ready now ta participate
in the polis under the caretaker
government apprehending that it
will not be able to win the race. That
iswhy, she said, the main opposition
is trying to foil the elections.

Addressing a public meeting at
Charfashion TB Secondary School
ground, Khaleda said the opposition
has been looking for a pretext to
keep away from the next elections.

She said the opposition was
despaired of its prospects in thenext
general elections seeing that the
people are reaping the benefits of
the massive development activities
and the booming national eccaomy
under the rule of the BNP-led alli-
ance government.

Khaleda urged the main opposi-
tion to participate in the next

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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GﬂnemI Scm:tary of Bangladesh.
Workers Party Chuadanga unit
Shyamal Sarker died at the Jessore

eral Hospital Saturday night
nl[cgcdl}r in torture in Rapid Action
Battalion {Rab) custody;

Sarker's family members said
Rab men arrested him from his
village home at Ibrahimpur under
Damurhuda upazila of the district
on December 91ast year. The family
‘members alleged that the Rab tor-
tured him severely in their custody
and then kept Sarker in the district
jailuntreated.

Earlier, the Rab sources had said
they nabbed Sarker from the resi-
denceofan outlawed outfitmember
Siddig alongwith the outlaw opera-

‘tive, and recovered firearms and
ammunition.

Sarker's family, however,

SEE PAGE 15 COL S

Teletalk to resume

form distribution
soon

BDNEWS, Dhaka

Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board (BTTB) officials
yesterday said Teletalk will resume
distribution of its mobile phone

- forms once it opens more bank
boothssoon.

‘They denied reports of damaging
20,000 SIM cards of Teletalk mobile
phones and said 2,000 SIM cards
have so far been distributed against
10,000 forms.

The sudden suspension of distri-
bution of forms was the outcome of
a hasty launch of the mobile phone
in time with insufficient manpower,
particularly in sales and marketing,
theysaid.

The project is suffering from:a

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

Cop caught in 'kidnap’ bid

PHOTO: STAR

Sergeant Mahfuzur (in yellow T-shirt) and his brother (in white T-shirt) are being
taken away by police aftertheywere caughtmaking akidnap attemptyesterday.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Lawyers and onlookers caught a
plainclothes police sergeant and his
brother trying to kidnap a man at
gunpoint on the Supreme Court
premises yesterday.

The police sergeant's brother,
however, denied having made the
kidnap attempt and claimed that

ey tried to catch the tan who

owed him Tk 50,000, as he was flee-
ingatthe sight of the sergeant.

Both were turned over to Ramna
police who seized the firearm of
Traffic Sergeant Mahfuzur Rahman
and showed him and his brother
Mahbubur Rahman arrested for the
abductionattempt.

Mahfuzur, his brother Mah-
bubur, a cousin of them and the
driver of their car intercepted
Ahsanullah Chowdhiiry, a resident
of Dholaikhal, near Bangladesh Bar
Council buildingataround 2:00pm.

"The police sergeant caught me

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Black money refuses
to get white

Only Tk 1,800cr enters formal
economy in last 3 years

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

Of the thousands of crores of black
money flooding the economy, the
government in the three years to
Januarylast could whiten only about
Tk 1,800 crore.

The figure is too insignificant
compared even to the most conser-
vative estimate that puts the current
total of black money at Tk 50,000 to
60,000 crore, which Bangladesh
Economic Association figures is no
lessthan Tk 175,000 crore,

The trend, according to bankers

and revenue officials, indicates a
stubborn reluctance on the part of
black money makers and ownezs to
golegal.

This is most evident, they say,
from the fact that in 30 months to
June last, the total amount of fixed
deposits -- acommon destination of
black money -- grew by Tk 14,735

* crore to Tk 43,612 crore from Tk

28,877 crore in December 2001,
according to Bangladesh Bank (BB)

statistics.
The National Board of Revenue
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

KiBRIA KILLING
'Govt committed
to probe attack’

BSS, Dhaka

The Bangladesh government is fully
committed to and engaged in carry-
ing out an in-depth investigation
into the Habiganj bomb attack and
all other incidents of violence, as
well, a foreign ministry spokesman
said yesterday.

The spokesman made the com:
ment in reply to a question about
comments made by three leading
US lawmakers regarding the
Habiganj grenade attack on January
27.

The spokesman said Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia has already
condemned the barbaric act and
assured the nation that no effort
would bespared to bringthe
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will be held on April 4th 2005
after Asr prayer at his residence
"Armana House"

Road 62, House 5, Gulshan 2

Insurgents attack Abu
Ghraib prison

44 US soldiers injured, 6 Iraqis

killed in violence

AP, AEP, Baghdad

Insurgents attacked the Abu Ghraib
prison west of Baghdad, injuring 44
US forces and 12 prisoners, the US
military said yesterday, while six
people were killed elsewhere in Iraq
following a period of declining
attacks that had raised hopes the
msulgencyrmghl be weakening.
Irag's new parliament finally
clected a speaker yesterday ending
fierce sectarian wrangling two
monthsafterhistoricelections,
MPs elected Sunni Arab MP
Hajem al-Hassani' as speaker and
Shia Hussein al-Sharastani and Kurd
Aref Tayfur as his two deputies after
the. assembly's second session

ended in shambles last Tuesday
when the 16 Sunni Arab MPs refused
to back the Shias' preferred candi-
date forspeaker.

The vote came even as parlia-
ment's Shia, Kurdish and Sunni
bloes were still far from agreeing on
a new governing coalition amid
intense jockeying over the cabinet
lineup.

At least 40 militants fired rocket-
propelled grenades and set off two
carbombs at the infamous prison as
darkness fell Saturday night, 1st Lt.
Adam Rondeau said. Soldiers and
Marines stationed at the detention
facility responded, and the resulting
clash and gunfight lasted about 40
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