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Gono Forum President Dr Kamal Hossain speaks at a roundtable titled 'Necessary Reforms and the Caretaker
Government System: Representation in Parliament' at the National Press Club yesterday. The 11 Party organised the

roundtable.

Measures
taken to protect
women's rights

Minister tells workshop

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has taken up a
number of important measures for
protection of the rights of women
as well as their empowerment, said
Minister for Women and Children
Affairs Kurshid Jahan Haq yester-
day.

Speaking at a national work-
shop on 'Programme Based
Approach for Gender
Mainstreaming’, she said this
approach would help emancipate
women from the curse of poverty,
realise Millennium Development
Goals and implement national
action plan for women's develop-
ment.

The workshop was organised
by the UNDP-sponsored Capacity
Building for Gender Mainstreaming
Project under the Ministry of
Women and Children Affairs at
Sheraton Hotel.

Government officials, represen-
tatives of development partners
and civil society members dis-
cussed the formulation process of
the Programme Based Approach
at the working session.

UNDP Resident Representative
Jorgen Lissner said most develop-
ment partners are now convinced
that there is a need for a more
integrated, coordinated approach
to the development cooperation.

Hua Du, officer-in-charge of
Asian Development Bank, said the
ADB is very keen to support long-
term and comprehensive planning
process for gender mainstreaming.

Dr Tehmina Hussain, national
policy advisor to the Programme
Based Approach for Gender
Mainstreaming, said gender dis-
parity pervades in a number of
spheres and it is suggested in the
PRSP that elimination of these
disparities can only be achieved
through adopting a multi-sectoral
approach.

Murtaza Hussain Munshi,
secretary of the Ministry of Women
and Children Affairs, Ruzina
Alexandar, first secretary,
Canadian High Commission,
Mobaswara Begum, national
project director, and Md Abul
Quasem, joint secretary of the
ministry, also spoke at the inaugu-
ral ceremony of the workshop.

SC Bar
president
pledges to
intensify
movement

BDNEWS, Dhaka

Newly-elected president of the
Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) yesterday pledged to
intensify the ongoing united move-
ment of the lawyers to help estab-
lish rule of law and separate the
judiciary from the executive.

"The SCBAis not only a profes-
sional organisation but also an
institution to realise the rights of
the people. We are carrying out
the movement from the 80s to
achieve the rights of the people
and we will continue it," Advocate
Mahbubey Alam told BDNEWS at
his office.

He urged the lawyers, irre-
spective of their of party affilia-
tions and opinions, to assist himin
taking ahead the movement.

Mahbubey Alam said had the
four-party alliance-backed law-
yers been in the race, he would
have got more votes.

"I am very shocked to know
that some pro-government law-
yers forced a number of voters to
refrain from casting votes. Most of
the lawyers, including law officers
of the Attorney General's office,
support me, " he said.

The SCBA president said the
election commission did not get
any injunction order on the hold-
ing of the poll.

Earlier in the morning, the
outgoing committee handed over
the charge to the new committee.

Dorji for ministerial
meet in priority areas

Saarc secretary general meets Reaz

UNB, Dhaka

Saarc Secretary General Lyonpo
Chenkyab Doriji called on Foreign
Affairs Advisor Reaz Rahman and
briefed him about the progress
made in different areas of regional
cooperation.

Dorji, who came here on a
three-day visit, emphasised
holding ministerial level meetings
in priority areas as well as other
Saarc meetings.

Reaz stressed that every effort
should be made to maintain the
momentum generated at the last
summit in Pakistan.

He said that implementation of
the SAFTA agreement and other
trade and investment facilitation
measures should be pursued
vigorously. He also noted that
regional cooperation efforts
should focus on priority areas like
poverty alleviation and social
development.

Earlier, Dorji had a meeting
with Foreign Secretary
Hemayetuddin During the meet-

ing all major issues before the
Saarc were discussed.

The Foreign Secretary
focussed on implementation of
commitments and decisions of the
forum. He noted that efforts
should be made at finalisaing the
regional agreements on arbitra-
tion and investment.

Hemayet underlined that these
agreements are essential for
realisation of the free trade area.
He assured Dorji of his fullest
support and cooperation in carry-
ing out his mission as Saarc sec-
retary general.

The Secretary General
expressed agreement on these
priorities and the need to keep the
momentum of the regional coop-
eration process.

Dorji will call on Foreign
Minister M Morshed Khan today.

During his stay here, he will
visit the Saarc Agricultural
Information Centre (SAIC) and
the Saarc Meteorological
Research Centre (SMRC).
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Hundreds of people queue up in front of the Nilkhet telephone exchange in
the city yesterday to collect subscription forms for Teletalk mobile phone
connections.
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Thundershowers likely
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6.00pm today.

Met Office said.

5:47am tomorrow.

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty or squally
wind is likely at one or two places over six divisions of the country till

Day temperature may rise by 1-3 degree Celsius over the country,

Highest temperature 37.0 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Cox's Bazar and lowest 20.0 degree Celsius at Sayedpur.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:16pm today and rises at

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 337 224 67 61
Chittagong 36.2 24.2 75 38
Rajshahi 34.5 22.2 81 63
Khulna 34.0 23.7 76 72
Barisal 34.3 234 76 65
Sylhet 34.0 21.8 69 50
Cox's Bazar 37.0 24.8 71 29

DRU cafeteria
vandalised
3reportersinjured

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A group of armed criminals dam-
aged the caféteria of Dhaka
Reporters' Unity (DRU) at
Segunbagicha in the city yesterday.

They also attacked several DRU
members and employees as they
protested the vandalism injuring
three reporters of the organisation
of about 750 journalists from print
and electronic media, police said,
quoting the First Information Report
(FIR) lodged with Ramna Police
Station.

The injured members are Sohel
Suny, Mannan Maruf and Moshihur
Rahman Khan.

Witnesses said the culprits
started damaging the northern
portion of the cafeteria at about
2:00pm.

A gang of approximately 20 to 30
youths, including Azim, Ibrahim,
Mintu, Ramzan, Kamal, Igbal and
Sadhu, armed with firearms and
lethal weapons, attacked the mem-
bers and employees, they said
adding PakerAli led the attack.

Police could not arrest anyone as
of 9:00pm last night.

Meanwhile, ADRU press release
said a vested quarter is out to grab
the land when mayor and land
ministry as per the prime minister's
directive are at the final stage of
handing over the land to the DRU.

Members and employees of
DRU are passing days in a sense of
insecurity and urged the concerned
authorities to ensure security bring-
ing the criminals to book.

Justice Murshed's

death anniversary
today

The 26th death anniversary of
Justice Syed Mahbub Murshed, an
eminent jurist and constitutional
lawyer of the sub-continent, will be
observed today, says a press
release.

On the occasion, Qurankhwani
will be held at the Banani graveyard
and the Syed Mahbub Murshed
Memorial Committee will place
wreaths at his grave.

A milad mahfil will also be held at
his residence at House-5 NW (A),
Road68, Gulshan in the city after Asr
prayers.

President lajuddin Ahmed and
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia in sepa-
rate messages paid tribute to the
memory of Justice Murshed.

Dutch-Bangla
Bank stands by
acid victims,
divorcees

Dutch-Bangla Bank Foundation has
extended financial assistance of Tk
10,000 each to 100 acid victims and
400 divorcees at a simple ceremony
at the Osmani Memorial auditorium
yesterday, says a press release.

Special Guest Zakir Ahmed
Khan, Secretary, Finance Division,
Ministry of Finance, was present as
chief guest as Minister for Finance
and Planning M Saifur Rahman,
chief guest of the function, could not
attend the function due to unavoid-
able circumstances.

Zakir Khan distributed the pay-
ment order/cheques to the victims.

Zakir Khan in his speech lauded
the munificent programmes of
Dutch Bangla Bank. He said that
this noble initiative will bring about a
positive change in the lives of the
victims if they successfully run the
small scale rural enterprises.

He said that the acid victims and
the divorced rural women would not
demand for further donation rather
demand loan at a cheaper cost. He
praised the bank's long term per-
spective for advancing loan to the
victims at five per centinterest.

The Dutch-Bangla Bank's
programme will help the govern-
ment reduce poverty, he said. He
urged other financial institu-
tions/banks to extend financial
support to the disadvantaged group
of the country like Dutch-Bangla
Bank.

Md Yeasin Ali, managing director
ofthe Bank, also spoke.

1,292 more held

UNB, Dhaka

Police arrested 1,292 people,
including three listed criminals, on
various charges during their coun-
trywide drive in the last 24 hours as
of 6.00am yesterday.

During the period, the law enforc-
ers recovered two firearms and filed
acase against one person under the
ArmsAct.

'‘Confrontational politics pose
serious threat to nat'l security‘

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The internal political situation has
posed a serious threat to national
security and the country's image,
said speakers at a discussion yester-
day.

The mass people have no major
problem, it is the mindset of a handful
of politicians who create the prob-
lems and social divide, they said.

Dirty politics and perennial power
conflicts constitute the hardcore
problem in the country, said Maj.

Gen. (Retd.) Moinul Hossain
Chowdhury, former advisor of a
caretaker government.

While there are many develop-
ment inputs in the society, the gap
between the rich and the poor is
widening persistently, with 77.7
percent of people earning less than
two dollars a day, he added.

The Bangladesh Policy Forum
(BPF) organised the discussion on
'Confrontational politics and the
image of Bangladesh' at Cirdap
auditoriumin the city.

The speakers also said India
aspires to keep its neighbours eco-
nomically and diplomatically weak to

serveits own interests.

"It is no wonder that India intends
to keep its neighbours weak in any
way possible," said Moinul Hossain
Chowdhury.

Brig. Gen. (retd.) Shakhawat
Hossain said, "As the government
has failed to act in time, Bangladesh
has been branded as a militant and
extremist country in the region."

"Inaction and overconfidence of
the sitting government has resulted in
internal political divide and the coun-
try'simage crisis," he added.

The failure of Bangladesh mis-
sions abroad is equally responsible
for the country's poorimage, he said.

Prof Anwar Hossain of Dhaka
University said, "It is the internal
political harmony on which rests the
image of a country. Social capital is
crucial to bring about such a har-
mony."

Massive use of black money in the
election is a potential threat to an
effective parliament and democratic
growth as well, he said.

Itis neither religion nor the Muslim
identity but the political parties that
created the crisis in the country's
image, said Sheikh Towfique of Neeti
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Maj. Gen. (Retd) Moinul Hossain Chowdhury addresses a discussion on
'Confrontational politics and the image of Bangladesh' at the Cirdap audito-
riumyesterday, organised by the Bangladesh Policy Forum.

Gabeshona Kendra, a research
organisation.

In his keynote presentation,
journalist Sadeque Khan under-
scored that the means of changing
the government must be general
elections and no other way.

The speakers also suggested that

the tenure of the parliament should
be four years instead of five.

Policy Forum leaders Farid Uddin
Khan and Golam Rabbani were
present at the discussion moderated
by Dr Asif Nazrul of Dhaka University.

Sovereignty under

threat due to misrule
Speakers tell discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Country's sovereignty is under
threat due to misrule of the BNP-
led four-party alliance government,
said the speakers at a discussion
yesterday.

They called for a united move-
ment to revive the spirit of the
liberation war to establish a true
democratic society free from cor-

ruption.
The discussion was organised
by Awami Swechchhasebok

League at Bangabandhu Avenue in
the city to mark the Independence
Day.

The speakers said an election
under an impartial caretaker gov-
ernment could bring back the pro-
liberation forces to power.

They said the current united
movement would be continued to
topple this corrupt government.

Awami League (AL) General
Secretary Abdul Jalil said Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia, wife of a
freedom fighter, is involved in a
conspiracy against the country.

"She is actively distorting the

history of our liberation war in
collaboration with the anti-
liberation forces to share the glory
of the victory," he added.

AL Presidium Member Amir
Hossain Amu said Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman united the
people under Bengali nationalism.

He said the BNP has joined
hands with Jamaat-e-Islami to
safeguard its power.

AL Joint General Secretary
Obaidul Quader said the failure of
government media to broadcast
the name of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at the Independence Day
programme has tarnished the
image of the country.

Presided over by Awami
Swechchhasebok League
President AFM Bahauddin Nasim,
the discussion was also partici-

pated by Vice- president
Moinuddin Moin, Engineer
Mohiuddin, Saidul Haque, BCL

former general secretary Ajoy Kor
Khokon, Prof Saidul Haque Kabir
and Habibur Rahman Khan.

Govt urged to increase
BCSIR budget

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar yesterday
urged the governmentto increase the
budget of the Bangladesh Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research
(BCSIR) for conducting
multidisciplinary research.

They also called upon the coun-
try's young scientists to contribute to
the industrial growth.

They were speaking at a seminar
'Activities of the BCSIR towards
Industrial Growth of the Country'
organised by the Consultative
Committee of Public Enterprises
(CONCOPE) at the BCSIR audito-
rium in the city.

Science and Information and
Communication Technology Minister
Dr. Abdul Moyeen Khan who was the
chief guest of the seminar responded
to different questions posed by the
industrialists.

The minister also consented to
the need for increasing the budget of
the BCSIR for its better performance.

"The budget of the BCSIR should
be increased, but limited resources of
the country is the main obstacle in
thisregard," he viewed.

The private sector should also
come forward with funds for assisting
the BCSIR, Dr. Moyeen said.

"The BCSIR can only help a
businessman with its research, but
ultimately he has to survive in the
open market economy with his own
effort,” he said in response to a
question.

"Unlike the developed countries,
Bangladesh fails to patronise young
scientists so it loses a number of
potential talents every vyear,"
Khandakar Ismail Hossain, former
director of the Chittagong BCSIR
Laboratory lamented.

At present, only 20 scientists are
working in 20 sections of the
Chittagong BCSIR while at least 100
scientists are required there, he
aggrieved. He also said frequent
changes in the BCSIR administration
hamper its regular activities.

Ismail Hossain also stressed the
need for utilising the experiences of
the aged scientists who have already
retired from the BCSIR.

CONCOPE chairman advocate
Taimur Alam Khandakar and BCSIR
Chairman Professor Dr. Amzad
Hossain also spoke in the seminar.

T SINING CF
Date:31 March 2

ABMG Kibria, president of Anjuman Mufidul Islam, and Abdul Muyeed
Chowdhury, president of Gulshan Society, sign a memorandum of understand-
ing on mutual services of the two organisations in the city on March 31 while ABM
Golam Mustafa, vice-president of Anjuman Mufidul Islam, looks on.

Two extortionists arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
arrested two criminals at
Sonadanga residential area yester-
day.

The arrestees were identified as
Sirajul Islam Kutti 29, and Motaleb
Shaikh 52.

Rab arrested them while they
were extorting money from a busi-

nessman at Sonadanga residential
area, says a press release. Later,
Rab handed over the arrestees to
Sonadanga thana.

Rab also arrested another
criminal Nasir Mallick 26 from
Sonadanga Bypass Road on Friday
and recovered 24 bottles of
phensidyl from his possession. He
was also handed over to
Sonadangta thana.
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Danish Ambassador Niels Severln Munk and Chairperson of Etcetera
Bangladesh Yasmeen Murshed launch two books titled 'Rupkathar Rajjwe’
and 'Kahini Panchashat' -- Bengali translation of popular fairytales by Hans
Christian Andersen -- at the ETC Store in Gulshan yesterday.

Drama

Theatre Arts and Music Department of
Dhaka University will stage a drama
titled 'Three Sisters' by Anton Chekhov.
Venue: Natmondol Auditorium. Time:
6.30pm.

Musical evening

Muldhara, a forum of writers, journalists
and artists, organises an evening of
music. Venue: House-15, Road-7,
Dhanmondi. Time: 6.30pm.

Publication ceremony

The publication ceremony of two books
titted 'Challenges in Bangladesh
Politics' and 'War on Terror' by Dr Abdul
Malik will be held with Science and ICT
Minister Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan as chief
gust. Venue: VIP Lounge of the National
Press Club. Time: 3.45pm.

Gender seminar

North South University organises a
seminar on 'Gender budget on general
administration'. Venue: Cirdap
Auditorium, Topkhana Road. Time:
3.00pm.

Tsunami seminar

Aseminar on 'Tsunami, earthquake and
Bangladesh: The risk and issues of
disaster management,’ organised
jointly by Bangladesh Geological
Society and Stamford University, will be
held with State Minister for Education
Ehsanul Hag Milon as chief guest.
Venue: Siddeswari campus of the
university. Time: 9.30am.

Reception

Bangladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad will
accord a reception to freedom fighters
and hold a discussion. Venue: Kazi
Community Centre, Kazipara. Time:
5.00pm.

Cultural function
Daffodil Institute of IT organises an
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orientation and cultural function with
Communications Minister Nazmul Huda
as chief guest. Venue: DIIT Campus,
Dhanmondi.

JSL discussion

Jatiya Sramik League will hold a
discussion to mark the Independence
Day with Awami League General
Secretary Abdul Jalil as chief guest.
Venue: 23 Bangabandhu Avenue. Time:
3.00pm.

Rally

Save Environment Movement
organises a rally demanding restoration
of all canals in and around Dhaka.
Venue: Shahbagh crossings. Time:
11.00am.

Meeting

Ameeting of the executive committee of
Rajshahi University Old Students
Association will be held. Venue: 5/5
Block C, Lalmatia. Time: 5.00pm.
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Art exhibition

A children art exhibition, organised by
the Iranian Cultural Centre, will be
inaugurated by Social Welfare Minister
Ali Ahsan Mohammad Mujahid as chief
guest. Venue: Art Gallery of
Bangladesh Shishu Academy. Time:
5.00pm. The exhibition will continue till
April 11.

Workshop

A two-day workshop titled 'Millennium
Development Goals: Target 2015 and
Bangladesh', organised jointly by
Democracywatch and Centre for
Sustainable Development, will be
inaugurated. Venue: Cirdap
Auditorium, Topkhana Road. Time:
9.30am.
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