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E Kabori's screen heroes

AFSAR AHMED

LTHOUGH four decades have gone by,
Kabori's memories afher co-stars remain
firmly etched in her mind. "Subhash
Duttawasmy first onscreen hero and, more than
that, he is my mentor. He gave me the first break
in filmdom and my entire fame owes to him.
From the very first day of my filn career I've
learnt the ropes of acting from Subhash Da. It
was back in 1964 that 1 acted in my first film,
Shutorang, under Subhash Da's direction. And
coincidentally just after 40 years, in 2004,
Subhash Da acted in the movie Aging under my
direction, Isn't that interesting?" laughs Kabori.
Kabori alongwith Razzaque formed one ofthe
most enduring romantic pair in the history of
Bangladeshi cinema, Together the Kabori-
Razzaque pair heralded the golden age of
Bangladeshi cinema. Rongbaaj, Abirbhab,
MoynaMoti, Agontuk, Anirban, Chokher Joley,
Upohar and several others enthralled film buffs
during the 19705 and mid-'80s. "Rongbaaj was a
revolutionary action film in the post-
‘mdepcndence Bangladesh. In fact; it was a
turning point in our film industry as film goers
started' to accept the genre of action film In
addition to the family oriented social movies,”
says Kabori. "Razzaque was the hero of most of
my films. From the beginning, we built a good
understanding. He was very cooperative; in fact,
when the camera and lights were on, we knew
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Kabori with Razzaque (above) in Ronghaaj and with Farook (leff) in Shareng Bou :

very well which expressionswe should give.

- "We had such interaction that we could sug-
gesteachotherabout signing new films together,
And our pair was so popular that most of the
producers and directors chose us for their films
and, as a result, most films of a year were often
done by us, For such repetitive appearance,
some people and magazines even criticised us as
'theboring pairofthe year' 7, shelaughs.

Kabori harks back to the shooting of
MaynaMoti. Apparently Razzaque and she gave
such a moving portrayal of the characters that
the unit crewmnembers could not hold back their
tears, "It was a saddening sequence when Moyna
(mysell) was going to marry a landlord and her
heartbroken lover Moti (Razzaque) was singing
the song Anek shadher moyna amar badhon kete
Jaay. All present at the location were completely
spellbound," Kabori says.

Kabori has also had remarkable on-screen
chemistry with Farooq in the 1970s. This was
evident in two blockbusters Shujon Shokhi and
Shareng Bou, "It was in 1974. When Faroog and I
did the film Shujon Shokhi, it was a massive hit
and the song Sheb shokhirey paar Koritey
becamg very popular. Many re-mixes of the film
have been made afterwards.”

Drawing a comparison bétween the two
heroes, Kabori asserts, "Razzaque was quite
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The pessimists may say that life is
ot a bed of roses, but there are
many who believe it is an exciting
adventure, The melange of happi-
ness and sorrow, says this school of
thought, enriches life. But do we
really observe every minute detail of
our dailylife?

Apparently it is now widely believed
that these diminutive incidents of
our lives that we often look down
have a great impact on us. With this
philesophy as a comerstone, Monir
Hossain Jibon will launch his new
18;episode drama serial Khanda
Chitra.

Theshooting began on March 5 at
Gazipur. "First day first take" of the
shooting depicts three girls going to
school after receiving blessings from
an elderly person. This is the trade-
mark of Monir's work, which
attempts to delineate different
educational and social issues, In his
words, "I feel comfortable working
on the lifestyle of the masses. Many
small incidents occur everyday in

calculating. He always used to maintain a certain
distance from his co-artistes. On the contrary,
Farooq is a very outspoken yet emotional actor,
He is very intelligent and can devote in a better
cause selflessly," says Kabori,

Kabor made pair with Bulbul Ahmed in most
talked about film Devdas, made on Sarat
Chandra Chatterjec's timeless classio, And she
still misses the great sense of humour of his co-
actor Bulbul. "Apparently Bulbul looks very calin
and quiet, but he has the greatest sense of
humouramongthe industrypeople.”

On another legendary actor Rahman, she
reminisces the shooting of their only film
Bahana, which was made in Urdu by Zahir
Raihan. Kabori says, "Rahman was a perfect
gentleman in the industry and I'wish [ could do
more filmswith him!"

With Sohel Rana, Ujjal and Wasim, her
onscreen presence was also appreciated and
regaled by theaudience.

Besides the heroes, Kabori also recalls the
character role players. "In fact, their acting was
more powerful than ours. They did the real per-
tormance in films while we took care of the
glamorous elements,” she asserts. Among these
actors, Khan Ataur Rahman, Golam Mustafa,
Anwar Hossain and ATM Shamsuzzaman are
most noteworthyto Kabor,

Frammg the details of everyday life

A scene from the drama serial Khando Chitra

our society that have their own
distinctive value, 1 have just tried to
portray these elements in my new
venture."

So what's new about the story?
Monir, the director as well as the
playwright of the serial, replies, "It's
not a typical play, Rather it will be a
miniscule analysis of events occur-

Sirajul Islam plays an important character of the serial

ring in society." The story revalves
around an educated innocent vil-
lager and a singer, Ratul, who
inspires his fellow people with the
spirit of class revolution. As a result,
he is targeted by the evil sections of
society. But as the truth will eventu-
ally emerge, the innocent villagers
realise the identity of their enemies
andstand united intheir opposition
tothe evilglements.

There are other facets of the
serial: Ratul's rendition of songs
grips a famous music director. With
the director's help, Ratul's call for
unity reaches every corner of the
country.

"Almost 10 episodes of the serial
have been shot so far. Hopefully, the
shooting will be comipleted byend of
March, "asserts Monin The actors in
this serial are Mir Sabbir, Dipa
Khandokar, Pallab, Nisha, Saleh
Ahmed, Sirajul Islam and othérs.
Khorshed Alam Chowdhiry: dﬂes
the' camera work while Maksud
Jamil Mintu is the music director of
the serial. Made under the bannes of
Swadhin Chalachchitta: and CD
Plus, the serial will hit the national
TWVchannel, BTV, soon.

A mystic treat

TV GUIDE

AULS, the mystic singers of the
rural Bangladesh, have their own
rituals and traditions, One of the
most significant features of this folk
community is their occasional congrega-
. tonatthe akhras (dens) pFtheir Giirus
" grat the house-yards of their disciples.
Even, Lalon Fakir, the mostrevered
among the Bauls, himselfintroduced the
yearly Dol Festival at his akhra,
~ And the tradition still goes on.

These mystical artistes from Kushtia,
Chuadanga, Meherpur, Magura and
Narshingdi gathered on the night of
March 31 at the Institute of Fine Arts of
Dhaka University. Organised by Baul
aficionados Jalchhabi and some stu-
dents of the institute, the programme
was a presentation of authentic mystic
rituals.

Under a Krishnachura tree, the pun-
gentsmell of the dhoop (traditional
incense) and the luminosity of the can-
dles created an illusory ambience for the
audience. The moving performances of
Lalon songs accompanied with rural
musical instruments such as ektara,
dotara, mandira, khajanchi, dhol, shinga
and flute addedto the intensity of the
environment.
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