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In our yesterday's 'Q & A' inter-
view with Mahmuduzzaman
Babu, the song Ami Banglar
Gaan Gai was mistakenly men-
“tioned to have featured first on
BIV instead of the erstwhile
Ekushey Television (ETV). We
regret the error

j@m%a%fm/w/u Kite

Exhibition

. Soaring high ...

AFSAR AHMED

MAGINE brightly coloured Kites soaring in

the skies as far as the eye can see. This used

to be a common scene in towns and villages
on Makar Sankranti and other days, In fact the
kite fever, used to attract both children and
adults. Everyone joined in this riotous celebra-
tion and the victory shouts reverberated from
rooftops to the accompaniment of drums as ad-
versaries' kites were cut down. Anykite in the sky
was fairgame!

However, the kite flying tradition is perishing
by the day. To popularise this funfilled heritdge, a
TibetJapan-Bangladesh Kite Exhibition was held
on March 28 at the National Museumn Novera
Hall. The two-day long exhibition, organised by
the Dhakabashi Organisation, featured the deli-
cacy and beauty of a good number of
Bangladeshi and Japanese kites,

Inaugurated by Matsushiro Horiguchi, the Am-
bassador of Japan in Bangladesh, Enam Ahmed
Chowdhury, Chairman of the Privatisation Com:*
mission and chief advisor of Dhakabashi' pre-
sided over the programme.

The colouful Japanese kites with dJSlIl'ICl %,
characters gripped the spectators at the exhibi- &
tion. As people say, the Japanese kites are %
among the most spectacular in the world, trea-
sured as much for the aesthetic worth as for the
pleasure they give as toys. The traditional kite
consists of a light bamboo or wood frame over
which is affixed paper painted with various
bold motifs, ranging from faces of legendary
war heroes to brilliant geometric patterns; in
the hands of a skilled craftsman, the Japanese
Kite becomes a waork of art. For instance, with
the baggy sleéves and in a traditional attire, the
Yakkodake kite from Tokyo, with a grotesque
face putting out the tongue for exorcism, the
Noshirodako-Noshiro kite from Akita, drawn
only with tones of ink, the Managudako-
Yuzawa kite from Akita, made inwooden frame

| instead of bamboo/ the Tsugarudako from

Aomoriand manymore "airborne artwork” con-
taining the traditional Japanese essence cap-
tured the eyes of the visitors.
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A boy deeply engrossed with the kites at the exhibition

Apart from the Japanese kites, a good number
of Bangladeshikites, which are onthe verge of ex-
tinction, were also displayed. Sona Mia, a popu-
lar kite-rnan who has not given up the hope of
preserving this age-old tradition of airborne
sport, came up with almost 20 various designs of
Kites. The umbrella look alike Chhata Ghuri, the
beetle leaf shaped Paandan, having four tailsthe
Chimulkhi, Gayla, turtle-like Knuthadar, snake-
shaped Shap Ghuriwere not any the less capti-
vating than their Japanese counterparts. "The
kite symbolisesthe human bodyand the string at-
tached to it is the soul, the person holding the
string is the Almighty," said Sona Mia. According
to him the major differences between Japanese
kites and Bangladeshi Kites is that the latter are
lighter and do not alwaysneed a tail.

To Sona Mia, the secret of successful kite fly-
ing is in its string. And he has access to some of
the best-kept secrets of making razor-sharp
string with Chun, glass powderand red colour.

Visitors at the exhibition were eager to fly
these beautiful airborme warriors, although they
were only for display. Engrossed with the Kites
and holding the natai (the reel) in his hands, the
eight-year-old Shuman didn'thesitate to express
his desire to flykites and " enjoy a real kite fight-
ingl"

However, as people, say imagination is the
highest kite that one can fly. Meanwhile one can
only hope the old art of kite flying will continue
to attract children and adults and reveal that the
sky's the limit!

BAFA celebrates Independence Day

NOVERA DEEPITA

Eight-year-old Apon was excited about his
performance at the programme that the music
school| Bulbul Academy of Fine Arts (BAFA) had. |

organised. With an engaging smile, this boy in an
angelic white costume said, "I will' sing two
patriotic songs withmy friendsin chorus.”

BM:J\ arranged the special programme on | the _
locgasion of the Indeépendence Day at the Shishu

Academy Sundaylast.
The academy, founded by Muhammad Nuril
Huda, celebrates its 50th anniversary this year,

JAccording to the principal of the academy,,
" Rahiza Khanom Jhunu, "Abott 6,000 stidents in

the three branches of the academy, take their
basiclessons in music and dance which includes
classical to modern music and dance as well as
playing instrumentslike violin, tabla and guitar.”

In the first session of the programme, Mayor
of Dhaka Metropolitan City: Sadek Hussain
Khoka, Commissioner Kazi Abul Bashar, .
Commissioner Syed Lutful Hague and Treasurer
Khaleda Habib, Secretary Amanullah
Chowdhury and the Principal of BAFA spoke on
the occasion. The discussion session was
followed by the splendid performance by the
students ofthe academy.

Seven little girls, resplendent in red saris and
glittering ornaments, performed a dance piece
with the Tagore song. After which, students of
Dhanmondi branch of BAFA presented another
dance piece with the patriotic number Hajar
bochhor poreyby SabinaYasmeen.

Finally all the students rendered the songs
Bangladeshershadhinotalokkho praner danand

Purba digontey shurya uthechhey, The boys in '

white pyjama- punjabees and the girls in red
skirt and white tops: the uniformof the academy
performedtoaspellboundaudience.
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‘shajani, Anek shadhonar porey, Je prem and others. His

@he Biily -a%'tar

Khalid Hassan Milu is no more

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Popular singer Khalid Hassan Milu passed away
yesterday at Monwara Hospital: He was suffering from
liver cirthosis. He was admitted to the hospital for brain
hemorrhage for the first time in 2001. He went to
Bangkok twice for treatment and the Bangladeshi
-artistes raised fund for his treatment in 2004. Despite all
the he did not survive and passed away on last Monday
midnight.

Bomn in 1960, Khalid Hassan Milu started his singing
career in the 1980s. He has rendered about 5,000 songs so
far, including popular modern songs and playbacks. His
first album was Ogo Priya Bandhobi, released in 1980,
Among his 12 other solo albums Protishodh Nio, Neela,
Shesh Bhalobasha, Ayna and Manush are noteworthy. He
began to lend his voice for playbacks from 1982 and
performed songs in about 250 films, including Shajani o

last album was a duet with Manir Khan. He received the
National Film Awardsin 1994 and also many other prizes,
including BACHSHASH awards.

Milu (L), with Hanif Shanket, in his last TV appearance ,,
in Iftyadi

Bangladeshi artist making
waves in Canada

FAYZA HAQ

Rakeeb Hassan, now residing in Canada, on a visit to

Dhaka, says, "When I left Bangladesh, I first went to

Kenyawherel studied fine arts, stayed for nine years and
had four solo exhibitions, Then I had four shows in
London, Edinburgh, Lancashire and Manchester.  then
had shows in France and Switzerland and migrated to
Canada, opening mystudio at Montreal."

Asked if it was easy to set himself up as an artist in
Montreal, Rakeeb says that he was committed to his
work and he got the help of those around him. He was
determined to stay and leamn from his surroundings in
Canada and so he pressed on. "I' want to learn more
about modern art and the aboriginal art of North
America. My recent exhibition at Gallery Gora at
Montreal established mysuccess," Rakeeb says.

Going back to his Kenya experience, he says that he
was always interested in African art. "I believe that it
influenced artists like Picasso and Jean Cormnetti,” says
Rakeeb, The French Cultural Centre exposed’ him to
more of the beauty and originality of primitive art. "I did
workshops going from village to village and learnt more
about African art for almost decade,” he recalls. When
the Royal Overseas League sponsored him in England he

Oiseau fatigpue des pleurs sur la mer

Jongleur

maoved on there. _
As Canada is a country of immigrants, Rakeel says, '

there is a fusion of various cultures. There is some
frustration among the immigrants but Rakeeb tries to
stay clear of this. Going back to his African experience,
Rakeeb says, at first, when he had not got his adinission
to study he did a solo show of 35 paintings and these
were all sold, giving him the engouragement that he
needed! These paintings were symbolic like Homeless
that contained owls on a tree bearing human faces, Iie
has had some experience as a magazine illustrator
earlier in Bangladesh. Gradually he moved from the
symbolic to the figurative, dealing mostly with nature.
He also ventured into the abstract as in Meraphor of the

1 haolab (baobab belig s tottimon AfHiban tree) . ThEfds.
« thitn the Jongleur painting, which deals with tray

singers, In Oiseau fatigue des plewrs sur la merwe see a
bird floating in the oil-polluted waters of Montreal.
Roots refers not just to plants but to man's background.
Rakeely changes his style according to his subfel:t and
mood. The Montreal exhibition combined the ﬁguralive
withthe abstract.

Rakeeb's poetic sensibilities Jend his works akind of
romantic lyricism while his social consciousness .Ir.eep
them ﬁnn]ymoteclmthcmalltyol’nmcandspam..

Aparna Sen's new work --15 Park Avenue

To cinematic works such 'as 36
Chowrangee Lane (1981), Paroma
(1984), Sarti (1989), Yugant (1995) and
Paromitar EK Din (2000) and the
successful Mr and Mrs Iyer (2002),
famed film director Apama Sen has
added anewmovie--15 Park Avenue.

The film stars Rahul Bose,
Shabana ‘Azmi and Aparna's
daughter Konkona SenSharma.

The story depicts two sisters.
Konkona plays the role of the
disturbed younger sister, while

Shabana essays the part of the older  fancé,

A scene from the movia
half-sister. Rahul stars as Konkona's :

Rahul is cast as an upper middle
class conservative executive who,
according to the actor, i§ not in
touch with "his feminineside®.

Konkonaisupbeataboutherrole.
In her words, "I feel at home, m!hin
my mother's unit where the t{ew is
veryaffectionate,”

With all:the mgredwms of
success--an interesting storyling, a -
brilliant cast and a reputed dfmctnr-

- the filmislikely to makewévga

Source; Internel
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