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Kyrgyz president's
palace overrun

BBC ONLINE

Anti-government protesters have
overrun the presidential palace, the
White House, in Kyrgyzstan's capital
Bishkek.

Hundreds flooded into the com-
pound as police opposition melted
away, waving a flag from a second
floor window and scattering docu-
ments, reporters said.

Earlier several thousand opposi-
tion protesters clashed with pro-
government forces, fighting running
battles with sticks, stones and
shields.

The protesters are demanding
that President Askar Akayev step
down.

Officials were seen fleeing the
palace - also the seat of government
- bythe backdoor.

The opposition said it had also
takenoverthestate televisionchannel.

Akayev's whereabouts were
unknown, but there wis speculation
he was talking to officials from the
Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe in the outskirts
of Bishkek.

"He is most likely in the OSCE
mission. There is nowhere else he
can be now," former foreign minis-
ter and opposition figure Muratbek
Imanaliyevtold the Russian govern-
mentnewsagency Rin.

An OSCE spokesman denied the
reports.

The events in the capital follow
growing unrestin the south.

The protests were sparked by
disputed elections in February, and
a second round on 13 March, which
saw the opposition reduced to justa
handful of seats in the 75-member
parliament.

The unrest in Kyrgyzstan, & poor
and mountainous country which is

seenassmategically important, isbeing
stoked by its economic problems and
alleged government corruption.

The protests have drawn com-
parisons with two other former
Soviet states, Georgia and Ukraine,
where popular uprisings toppled
the government.

Protesters were also reported o
have taken over a government
building in the south-westemn city of
Batken, the third major city in the
south where protesters have taken,
control.

BBO Central Asia correspondent
Monica Whitlock said the demon-
stration in Bishkek grew rapidly
from a few hundred people o as
manyas 10,000, |

Reporters said Akayev loyalists
wearing civilian clothes with blue
armbands chased protesters away,
before the demonstrators returned
and foughtback.

PHOTO: AFP
Kyrgyz opposition activists attack presidential supporters on the central square of Bishkek yesterday. At least two
people were njured in Kyrgyzstan's capital whan an opposition rally tumed vielentin central Bishkek.

Schiavo parents
appeal to US
Supreme Court

AFP, Washingron

The parénts of Terri Schiavo, a brain-
damaged Florida woman who has
been in a persistent vegetative state
for the past 15 years, appealed late
Wednesday to the US Supreme
Court, seeking an order to resume
their daughter's feeding through a
tube, acourtofficial said.

No other details have been pro-
vided.

However, legal experts said their
chances of success were slim
because the Supreme Court has
ruled against them on four previous
occasions.

Terri's father, Bob Schindler,
appeared notto hold out much hope
either.

"I don't think that the courts are
going to be helpful at all," he told
CNN television shortly before
papers were filed.

Schingdler comments came after
petitions to save his daughter were
rejected Wednesday by an Atlanta,
Georgia appeals court and the

y fthate ;
doctors having cut off her feeding
tube last Friday, 10 protestors,
including three children, were
handcuffed and arrested by police
forattempting to get water to her.

A supporter of Schiavo's right to
live, Rev. Patrick Mahoney of the
Christian Defence Coalition saicd:
"The legislation in Florida is now
dead."

PHOTO: AFP

{Qqn]bustrators pray outside Woodside Hospice Wednesday, where Terri
~ Schiave is hospitalised in Pinellas Park, Florida. A US federal court rejected
* an appeal by the parents of Schiavo, who had asked that their daughter's
feedingtube be reinserted.
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Phone : BB17729, 8827729 Ex-229

s ad Unclaimed Dividend

\

This is to inform our valued shareholders that, a few of dividend warrants for
I the previous years are lying with the Company unclaimed, which were
§ neither collected by the Shareholders from the office nor could be delivered
| by the Courier/Postal Dept. due to non availability of the shareholders at their
* mailing address recorded with us.

._"'_f-h"e"refnre, shareholders are requested to collect their dividend warrant, which
i5 lying with the Company from the share department during working hour as
early as possible.

. " Md. Kabir Reza, FCMA

{ Company Secretary Dated : 24 March, 2005

CAREER WITH
< BASHUNDHARA GROUP

(A rapidly expanding Industrial, Real Estate and Business Conglomerate)

‘Bashundhara Group’ invites applications for the following positions for its Paper and
Tissue Industries to be filled up immediately:

b Heme of the Qualification and Experience

No. Posts

j Engineer B. Sc. in Engg. (Chemical) with min 2 years of
(Chemical) experience in the relevant field.

Jr. Engineer | Dip. in Engg. (Elect.) with min 2 years of experience in
(Electrical) the relevant field.

Bachelors/H.S.C with 15 years experience of fire and
safety arrangement at home and/or abroad. Ex-
personnel from Fire Service and Civil Defense, Air
Force, Port Fuel Shell and Airport preferred.

S.5.C with 5 years experience of fire fghting. Ex-
personnel from Fire Service and Civil Defense, Air
Force, Port Fuel Shell and Airport preferred.
For the positions of Engineer (Chem.) and Jr. Engineer (Elect.}, the Applicants should
*  be computer literate
‘s have fluency in speaking and writing in Bangla and English
Applicants should be willing to work anywhere in Bangladesh where the enterprises of
Bashundhara Group are located.
Applicants are requested to send applications, along with detail resume, recent passport
size photograph and contact telephone number(s) to:
Dy General Manager (Admin & HRM)
BASHUNDHARA GROUP
Bashundhara City
13/Ka/1, Panthapath, Dhaka-1215
Last date for submission of application : 02 April 2005
{Name of the post should be mentioned on the top of envelope)

Age
Limit
32
years
30
years

45
years

Officer
(Fire % Safety)

35

Fireman
years

‘AEP, London

British Prime Minister Tony Blair's
government was challenged anew
yesterday over whether the Imqg
invasion was legal and how well it
plapned for the aftermath, just
weeks before general elections.

The challenge came from publi-
cation of a resignation letter froman
adviser who called the war "illegal”
and a parliamentary panel's report
that found the US-led coalition had
failed to prepare enough for the
ensuinginsurgency.

The developments added to the
pressure on a government, which has
lost popularity overits decision to join
the US-led invasion of Iraq in March
2003, though analysts still predict it
willwinelections expected May5.

The government's opposition

FRESH PRE-POLLS BLOWTO BLAIR
Iraq war's legality and
planning challenged

war illegal before changing his mind

seized on the resignation letter from
the Foreign Office's former deputy
legal adviser Elizabeth Wilsmhurst,
who reportedly said the war
amounted to an "unlawful use of
force” anda "crime of aggression.”

The BBC News website said
Wilmshurst made the claim in her
letter dated March 18, 2003, part of
which was obtained by the broad-
caster under the new Freedom of
Information Act.

She was also quoted as saying:
“Nar can [ agree with such action in
circumstances which are so detri-
mental to the international order
andthe rule of law."

However, private television
Channel 4, without giving a source,
said a missing part of the letter also
shows how Attorney General Lord
Peter Goldsmith had considered the

AFP, Jerusalern

Opponents of Israel's plan © with-
draw from Gaza desperately seram-
bled yesterday to nail support for a
referendum on the pullout as the
government sailed towards winning a
crunchvoteonthe 2005 state budget.

Billed as the last two political
opportinities tostall Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon's plans to disengage
from Gaza from July 20, opponents
are battling to get parliament to
legislate areferendumand reject the
budget next weel.

Failing by the end of the monthto
pass the budget, criticised by the left
for{ts welfare cuts and seen askey to
halting the evacuation by the right-
wing, would bring down the govern-
ment andso jeopardise the pullout.

Sharon fears any national plebi-
scite could seriously delay an evacu-
ation already sanctioned by parlia-
mentand thecabinet,

Political machinations and

out opponents
scramble to nail support
for referendum

manipulations over the referendum
have seen tension soar in Sharon's
right-wing Likud party, a third of
which oppose the Gaza withdrawal,
in a stand off that has dogged the
premier formonths.

As things stand, the referendum
is headed for failure. The mass-
selling Yediot Aharonot daily pre-
dicted 64 out of the 120 MPs are
opposed, including 14 Likud depu-
ties, with only 38 in favour, among
them 26 Likud members.

But what could swing the vote
against Sharon is the support of the
11 MPs from the ultra-Orthodox
Shas party, which is deeply against
the Gaza evacuation, but has tradi-
tionally opposed plebiscites on
principle.

Late Wednesday, Likud member
and Finance Minister Bejamin
Netanyahu held talks with Shas
spiritual mentor Rabbi OvadiaYosef,
in a bid to try to convince him to
support the referendum plan.

of English.
Customer Service Officer

and spoken English.

spoken English.
Junior Accountant

Petty cash handling etc)
and hardworking.

{ | Dhaka-1213.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Multinational Service Company engaged in Product testing of
Textiles and Garments in Bangladesh, QHSE (quality, health,
safety and environment) and social accountability, with a
network that covers 140 countries and includes 550 offices
and laboratories seeks applications for the following positions.

Senior Testing Engineer/ Testing Engineer

Degree /Diploma in textiles/ Chemistry, Science or related
subjects. Experience in Testing Laboratory. Good command

Degree / Diploma in textile with post
Management from a reputable university. Minimum 3 Years
experience as Senior Merchandiser in a leading buying agency
house. Good ability to liaise with clients, promote services fo
textile and garment market. Excellent command of written

Technical Customer Service Officer

Degree / Diploma in textiles with from a reputed university.
Minimum 3 Years experience in Testing Laboratory or as
Senior Merchandiser. Excellent command of written and

Commerce graduate.CA CC/ CMA ~Inter / MBA (Finance)
is preferable. Minimum | year experience in accounting
job (voucher preparation and posting, bank reconciliation,
ood communication skill

Attractive salaries will be offered to suitable candidates with
drive, initiative and performance.

Please apply in strict confidence with a detailed CV and two
copies of recent passport size photographs by 1 April 2005
to The General Manager, Bureau Veritas Consumer
Products Services ( BD ) Ltd, Bashati Horizon, Flat # B —
18 /19 (18'" Floor), House No # 21, Road # 17, Banani C/A,

Please mark the position applied for, on the top of the envelope.

uation in Business

atthelastminute.

Meanwhile, the House of
Commons defence committee said in
a report that "a series of mistakes and
misjudgements" occurred during the
initial stages of the campaign and not
enough importance was attached to
boostinglraq's ownpolice force.
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Texas oil refinery

explosion kills 14

REUTERS, Tixas City

A powerful explosion at a BP oil
refinery in Texas turmed the complex
into a raging inferno where at least
14 people died and another 100 were
injured onWednesday. ;

The blast at the giant 470,000~
barrel-per-day (bpd) facility, the
third-largest in the United States,
was isolated to a unit used to
upgrade the quality of gasoline, with
the rest of the refinery operating
normally, BP said.

US gasoline prices spiked to an
all-time high above $1.60 a gallon as
dealers feared a cut in supplies from
the plant, which produces about 3
percentofthenation's gasoline.

The explosion, whose cause was
unknown, was so strong it rarled
buildings and broke windows for
miles around and sent residents of
the heavily industrialised town
beside Galveston Bay scurrying for

COVer,

BP did not suspect a terrorist
attack had caused the blast at the
sprawling 1,200-acre facility. "We
have no reason to believe this was
anything caused by an outside
agent," said company spokesman
Hugh Depland. _

Flames shot out fromi the twistéd
metal of the badly damaged facility
and a huge cloud of black smoke
rose high into the sky before
firefighters doused the blaze,

Rescue teams combed through
piles af rubble and the remains of
shattered buildings in the plant 1o
search for the dead and injured
while ambulances raced the victims
to hospitals where tearful family
members waited for news of their
laved nnes. d

"We believe 14 people lost their
lives as a result of the fire," BP site
director Don Parus told reporters.

"It's asad day for BB"

US, UK warn of attacks
in Philippines ;_

m Washington

The US and Britain have warned of
imminent terror attacks in the
Philippines as a massive manhunt
continued for al-Qaeda-linked
fighters following the arrests of two
suspected militants, officials said
yesterday.

The US State Department has
waned that militants were planning
multiple attacks in the archipelago
and advised it citizens to "consider
carefully the risks of travel to the
Philippines".

"Terrorist groups, including
Jemaah Islamiyah and the Abu

Sayyaf Group, and radical elements
of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front
are planning multiple attacks
throughout the Philippines,” a US
advisarysaid. '

The British government had
earlierissuedasimilaradvisorytoits
citizens,

Military sources said some 10
Jemaah Islamiyah and Abu Sayyal
militants are still on the lose and
could hit targets anywhere in the
Philippines after authorities foiled
an Abu Sayyaf plot to bomb "soft
targets” in Manila during the Easter
break. i
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pharmaceutical company in th

| country, invites application from the candidates to fill up several suitable positions i |

| Officer grade for its Product Management Department. However, highes
| salary/position may be offered to the deserving ¢

| Responsibilities :,
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¢ To ensure the overall product management function

and business plan.
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as per ::nm;ér:u'q,I guideline |

¢ Must have ability to plan, develop and implement marketing objectives and ensure |
achievement of company's goal. :
Develop promotional guideline to capture market potential as per company's

policy.

Job Requirements :

a reputed Pharmaceutical Company.
Must be innovative with excellent communication and presentation

skills.

Ability to work under pressure and meet work deadlines.
Strong leadership skill with excellent intespersonal communication skills and high

level of team spirit.
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B.Sc. Engineer

abroad will be preferred.

building Construction.

the suitable candidates offerin
promotions within the Group.

Career Opportunity
LOTUS-KAMAL GROUP 4

Join us and build your career

We’re Lotus-Kamal Group involved in operations comprising various fields
and now looking for our Real Estate Division for the following Personnel
having requisite qualifications for immediate appeintment: !

Majored in Civil Engineering with 10 years practical experience. Candidates
having practical experience in Supervision of high rise building at home or
Diploma Engineer (Civil)

Candidate having 5 years practical experience in Supervision of high rise

Front Desk Executive

Candidate should be Graduate and Female having at least 2-3 years experience in the relevant
field. Must be fluent both in English & Bengali and haying a pleasant personality.

We shall be paying very handsomely with adequate compensation packages to
g further scope of vertical as well as horizontal

Anybody having requisite experiences and are capable to run the concerned |
department independently are requested to kindly contact us with their bio-data
between 4 pm to 7 pm from 28 & 29 March, 2005 at our Corporate Office at
Lotus-Kamal Tower ONE, 57, Zoar Shahara Commercial Area, Airport
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Road, Dhaka, Telephone contacts: 8950269-72 & 8825292, =



