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Inter Milan superstar Adriano holds his head as he is carried away on a stretcher after injuring his knee during the 
match against Fiorentina, at the San Siro stadium in Milan on March.

Ronaldo sorry
for losing head
REUTERS, Madrid

Real Madrid striker Ronaldo apolo-
gised for throwing a plastic water 
battle into the crowd after being 
abused by fans during his side's 
narrow 1-0 home win over Malaga 
on Sunday. 

The incident occurred when the 
Brazilian international was being 
substituted five minutes from time 
and had to endure a barrage of 
whistles as he walked off the field. 

"When I got close to the bench 
two young lads shouted racist 
insults against me and my mother. I 
reacted in the wrong way, but the 
insults were very bad...It was noth-
ing, really," Ronaldo told reporters 
after the game. 

March has not been a good 
month for Ronaldo, who was sent off 
during Real's Champions League 
defeat by Juventus in Turin 12 days 
ago. 

As Real's challenge for the 
Primera Liga title has faltered, fans 
have taken out their frustration on 
Ronaldo, who has scored just once 
in nine league outings. Ronaldo is 
his club's leading scorer with 12 
league goals. 

TOP SIX
Spanish league table after Sunday's 
matches (played, won, drawn, lost, 
goals for, goals against, points):

Barcelona  29  21  5  3  54  18  68
Real   29  18  3  8  49  25  57 
Betis   29  13  9  7  47  37    48
Villarreal   28  13  8  7  48  26   47
Valencia   29  12  10  7  44  30   46
Espanyol   29  13  7  9  37  35   46

REUTERS, Madrid

Real Madrid kept the Primera Liga 
title race alive by beating Malaga 1-
0 in the Bernabeu on Sunday, 
reducing Barcelona's lead at the top 
to 11 points. 

Brazilian defender Roberto 
Carlos drilled a 20 metre shot low 
into the corner on the hour, but Real 
were made to work hard for their 
victory by a resiliant Malaga, and a 
demanding crowd who whistled 
every error. 

W i t h  m i d f i e l d e r  Th o m a s  
Gravesen suspended Guti returned 
to Real's starting line up, as did 
Michel Salgado who made an early 
return from a knee injury. 

Real were unable to make much 
headway in the first period and as 
Malaga soaked up the pressure the 
crowd grew ever more frustrated. 
Vanderlei Luxemburgo's side were 
whistled off at half time after hardly 
troubling Francesc Arnau's goal. 

Real showed more purpose after 
the break and Ronaldo was denied 
in a one-on-one with Arnau soon 
after the re-start. 

Malaga defender Fernando 
Sanz  a lmos t  s i l enced  t he  
Bernabeu with a diving header but 
his effort skimmed over the bar. 

Malaga continued to threaten 
and Sanz almost caught out Iker 
Casillas with a dipping free kick. 

Roberto Carlos finally found a 
gap on the edge of the area after 
Ronaldo fed him  and his angled a 
low shot into the far corner of 
Arnau's goal to settle the home 
side. 

Ronaldo's header was tipped 
over the bar by Arnau as Real 
pressed in search of a second and 
David Beckham set up Albert 
Celades for a great chance but the 
substitute fired against the post 
from 12 metres. 

Valencia made short work of 
Getafe as they strolled to a 3-1 win 
that put them up to fifth and back in 
the hunt for the European places. 

Francisco Rufete, Marco Di 

Vaio and Mista all scored for 
Valencia before Mariano Pernia 
pulled one back for the visitors. 

Sevilla striker Julio Baptista 
ended his side's five-match win-
less run from the penalty spot, then 
got sent off, as the Andalucians 
beat struggling Real Mallorca 1-0. 

Mallorca midfielder Gonzalo de 
los Santos brought down Baptista 
in the area just before halftime, 
earning himself his second yellow 
card of the game, and Baptista got 
up to score his 14th goal of the 
season. 

PRIMERA LIGA

Carlos saves the day

TOP SIX
Italian league table after Sunday's 
matches (played, won, drawn, lost, 
goals for, goals against, points): 

Milan   29  20  6  3  49  17  66 
Juventus   29  20  6  3  47  16  66 
Inter   29  11  17  1  53  35  50 
Udinese   29  14  6  9  43  29  48 
Sampdoria   29  14  5  10  32  23  47 
Palermo   29  11  11  7  34  29  44 

AFP, Milan

AC Milan rejoined Juventus at the 
top of Serie A with a 2-0 win over 
Roma for the reigning champions' 
eighth consecutive league victory 
and their 10th in all competitions. 

After a goalless first-half, Hernan 
Crespo put Milan ahead with a 
superb header before winning a 
penalty which Andrea Pirlo con-
verted. 

AC Milan and Juventus both 
have 66 points with just nine games 
of the season left to play. 

Juventus, who along with Milan 
are through to the quarter-finals of 
the Champions League, beat 
Reggina 1-0 on Saturday in Turin 
where Alessandro Del Piero scored 
the only goal. 

Milan broke the deadlock in the 
63rd minute at the Olympic stadium. 

Georgian defender Kakha 
Kaladze crossed from the left to the 
back post where Crespo outjumped 
Christian Panucci and planted a firm 
header wide of Roma keeper 
Giancarlo Curci. 

Roma fell further behind eight 
minutes later when Panucci blocked 
Crespo's goalbound header with his 

hand to conceded a penalty. 
Panucci was shown the red card 
and Pirlo coolly slotted the spot-kick 
into the top corner. 

Earlier Sunday, Inter Milan 
defeated Fiorentina 3-2 at the San 
Siro to strengthen their position in 
third place. 

All of Inter's goals were scored 
by South Americans. Argentine 
midfielder Esteban Cambiasso 
gave them the lead with a right-
footed volley, before Giampaolo 
Pazzini equalised for the visitors 
with an acrobatic scissor kick. 

Argentinian Juan Sebastian 
Veron restored Inter's advantage 
with a rasping right-footed drive 
eight minutes after the break, before 
Colombian defender Ivan Cordoba 
headed the home side's third goal. 

Cordoba then put through his 
own net three minutes from time to 
give Inter a few anxious moments 
before the final whistle. 

Inter's win was soured by a right 
knee injury to Adriano. The Brazilian 
striker, who scored a hat-trick in 
Tuesday's Champions League win 
against Porto that took Inter through 
to the last eight, was carried off in 
the 43rd minute after colliding 
heavily with Enzo Maresca, 
although early reports said the injury 
was not serious. 

Inter have 50 points from their 29 
matches played, two more than 
Udinese who won 2-1 at home to 
Lecce. Sampdoria fell one place to 
fifth after losing 2-1 at home to 
bottom club Atalanta. 

Livorno threw away a 2-0 lead in 
their 3-3 draw with Cagliari, while 
Parma also shared six goals at 
home to Palermo. 

Sergio Pellissier scored twice as 
Chievo improved their chances of 
surviving relegation with a 3-1 home 
win over fellow strugglers Brescia, 
while Messina drew 0-0 at home to 
Bologna. 

Siena boosted their hopes of 
surviving the drop with a battling 1-0 
home victory over Lazio on 
Saturday, the Tuscan club's first win 
since February 20. 

SERIE A

Milan stay on par

REUTERS, London

UEFA has opened disciplinary 
proceedings against Chelsea, their 
manager Jose Mourinho and two 
other staff, effectively accusing the 
English Premier League leaders of 
lying. 

In an unusually strongly-worded 
statement outlining its charges, 
European soccer's governing body 
said on Monday that Chelsea had 
made false declarations and "delib-
erately created a poisoned and 
negative ambience". 

Also cited in the charges, which 
will be dealt with by UEFA's disci-
plinary commission on March 31, 
were assistant manager Steve 
Clarke and club security official Les 
Miles. 

UEFA spokesman Wil l iam 
Gaillard said Mourinho and his staff 
could face a fine or suspension from 
the game "exactly the same as a 
player would incur". Chelsea play 
Bayern Munich in the Champions 
League quarter-finals in April. 

The charges of bringing the 
game into disrepute follow the first 
leg of the Champions League 
knockout round in Barcelona last 
month when the Spanish side beat 
Chelsea 2-1. 

Chelsea had accused referee 
Anders Frisk and Barcelona man-
ager Frank Rijkaard of meeting in a 
dressing room at halftime during the 
Nou Camp match, suggesting an 
attempt was made to influence the 
game. 

Chelsea were leading 1-0 at the 
time and Mourinho sent his side out 
late for the second half. 

Chelsea striker Didier Drogba 
was sent off after a second yellow 
card early in the second half and the 
Portuguese manager refused to 
attend the mandatory post-match 
news conference. 

"By further disseminating these 
wrong and unfounded statements, 
Chelsea FC allowed its technical 
staff to deliberately create a poi-
soned and negative ambience 
amongst the teams and to put 
pressure on the refereeing officials." 

Frisk quit refereeing 10 days ago 
after he said he received death 
threats from fans. Gaillard said 
UEFA was not accusing Chelsea of 
forcing Frisk's retirement. 

"Our assessment is that the 
situation that was generated by the 
Barcelona incident was quite grave 
for the future of football," Gaillard 
said. 

He said that from where Clarke 
and Miles were sitting they could not 
have seen the door to the room 
where the alleged meeting between 
Frisk and Rijkaard took place. 

Mourinho had compounded the 
falsehood, Gaillard said, by writing 
in a Portuguese newspaper that he 
had personally also witnessed the 
alleged meeting. 

Later on Monday, Chelsea said 
they had received the UEFA charge 
and were reviewing their position 
before responding. 

Frisk's sudden retirement 
shocked UEFA. A war of words 
ensued with UEFA referees' chief 
Volker Roth describing Mourinho as 
an enemy of football and FIFA 
president Sepp Blatter also weigh-
ing into the debate. 

The outspoken Chelsea man-
ager countered with a threat to sue 
Roth. Chelsea chief executive Peter 
Kenyon spent most of last week 
trying to build bridges with UEFA. 

Earlier this month Mourinho was 
fined 5,000 pounds ($9,500) for 
comments he made after the 
League Cup semi-final first leg 
against Manchester United. 

During the final against Liverpool 
he was asked to leave the dugout 
after making provocative gestures 
to Liverpool fans. 

UEFA means 
business

TOP SIX
English Premiership table after 
Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn, 
lost, goals for, goals against, points):

Chelsea 30  24  5  1  58  10  77 
Man United 30  19  9  2   48 17  66
Arsenal 30  19  7  4  68  32 64 
Everton 30  15  6  9  35  32  51
Liverpool  30  14  5  11  43  31 47 
Bolton   30  13  7  10   38  34 46 

REUTERS, London

Liverpool boosted their hopes of 
qualifying for next season's 
Champions League with a 2-1 
victory over Everton in a passion-
ate Merseyside derby on Sunday. 

Liverpool led through first-half 
goals by captain Steven Gerrard 
and Spanish playmaker Luis 
Garcia before a 77th-minute red 
card for their Czech striker Milan 
Baros threw Everton a lifeline at 
Anfield. 

Everton's Australian midfielder 
Tim Cahill capitalised with a fine 
strike on 82 minutes but Liverpool 
held on during a thrilling finale for 
a priceless win in the race to finish 
fourth. They now trail Everton by 
only four points. 

Birmingham City beat Aston 
Villa 2-0 in the Midlands derby 
and two Peter Crouch goals 
hauled Southampton out of the 
relegation zone, giving them a 3-1 
win at Middlesbrough. 

Chelsea moved ever closer to 
the league title after Saturday's 4-1 
rout of Crystal Palace, maintaining 
an 11-point lead over Manchester 

United, who beat Fulham 1-0, and a 
13-point lead over champions 
Arsenal, who edged Blackburn 
Rovers 1-0. 

However, Sunday's spotlight 
was trained on Merseyside and the 
battle for England's final slot in the 
Champions League qualifying 
round. 

Everton kept hold of that prized 
fourth place on 51 points despite 
their defeat, but the lead was cut to 
four points over fifth-placed 
Liverpool and to five points over 
Bolton Wanderers with eight 
games to play. 

Liverpool knew it was a must-
win game and Gerrard rose to the 
occasion in the 27th minute, lash-
ing his shot below the Everton wall 
after Dietmar Hamann had nudged 
a free kick to him on the edge of the 
area. 

The second followed five min-
utes later after a speculative long 
shot by Spaniard Fernando 
Morientes was parried on to the 
crossbar by Everton goalkeeper 
Nigel Martyn and Garcia headed 
the rebound into an empty net. 

Liverpool were cruising until 
Baros, who had missed two glaring 
chances to score, was sent off for a 
wild, high challenge on Everton 

skipper Alan Stubbs. 
Cahill reduced the arrears with a 

low shot on the bounce but 
Liverpool held on. 

It was a much more tame affair at 
St Andrews in the Midlands derby 
which was effectively decided by a 
goalkeeping blunder. 

Birmingham took a deserved 
lead after 52 minutes when Emile 
Heskey powered past two defend-
ers and Danish keeper Thomas 
Sorensen let the striker's near-post 
shot slip beneath him. 

Midfield substitute Julian Gray 
made it 2-0 in the 89th minute, pounc-
ing on sloppy defending to steer 
home a shot from close range and 
give City their second 'double' over 
their local rivals in three seasons. 

PREMIERSHIP

Liverpool get the result

Adriano remains
calm
INTERNET SOURCES, Milan

Inter Milan superstar Adriano under-
went a magnetic resonance test 
Monday morning to assess the 
extent of the knee injury suffered in 
the first half of Sunday's Serie A 
match at home to Fiorentina. 

The results of the test, carried out 
by professor Eugenio Genovese in 
accordance with the Inter medical 
staff at the Ospedale del Circolo, 
have confirmed a sprain of the 
collateral medial ligament in the 
player's right knee. The Brazilian will 
rest for a week, after which further 
tests will be carried out. A rehabilita-
tion programme will then be sched-
uled.

After this morning's medical tests, 
Adriano said: "It was a strange feeling, 
I can't even say I felt a strong pain. 

"It was unpleasant because I 
wanted to continue helping the 
team. Once I was back in the dress-
ing room the doctors reassured me 
and I'm even calmer after today's 
tests. I will do everything to be back 
as soon as I can and, as always, 
help Inter as the season continues. I 
thank everyone for their affection 
after what has happened."

AFP, Indian Wells

Roger Federer successful ly 
defended his Indian Wells ATP 
Masters Series title, defeating 
Lleyton Hewitt 6-2, 6-4, 6-4 in 
Sunday's final to claim his 26th 
career singles crown. 

The world number one Federer is 
undefeated in his past 17 finals and 
has won seven titles in eight tourna-
ments dating back to the US Open. 

"This week I have been playing 
and feeling fantastic," said the 23-
year-old Federer, who earned 
455,000 dollars in prize money. 
"The pressure is off now and I feel a 
huge sense of relief." 

In the final game of Sunday's 
championship he built a 40-0 lead 
then clinched the victory with his 
14th ace of the match. 

Federer said he would celebrate 
the win by going to dinner with his 
girlfriend. 

"I am not a big party guy that 
goes crazy," said Federer, who has 
won four of the last six Grand Slams. 
"I like to have a party once in awhile 
but it is not a must after a win." 

Switzerland's Federer is off to a 
personal best 26-1 this year and 
looks to be as close to unbeatable 
as anyone has been on the tour in 
years. 

He was certainly dominant in this 

Federer destroys Hewitt 

ROGER FEDERER
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Abahani had their wok cut out.
Abahani's Zahed shot the ball 

wide from a handshaking distance 
while Farhad headed over the bar 
from a similar position inside the first 
half-hour after restart. The woodwork 
then denied the Dhanmondi giants 
twice as captain Joy and Farhad both 
saw their efforts come off the cross-
piece. Masud Rana then made a 
goalline clearance.

Edward hammered the last nail in 
Abahani's coffin in injury time. The 
Russian, took the ball from Parvez 
Babu on a quick counter attack from 
the left, went round Nizam and 
placed the ball into an empty net to 
complete his treble.

Ironically, the goalkeeper who 
was under the Abahani bar in their ill-
fated fixture against Mohammedan in 
1975 was also called Nizam.

In the first game, Felix opened the 
account for Farashagnj while a brace 
from Rony put Farashganj 3-0 
ahead. Youngmen's reduced the 
margin with goals from Rajan and 
Baten either side of half-time.

Abahani orange

FROM PAGE 12

Jacques Kallis 886
Ricky Ponting 849
Brian Lara 842
Damien Martyn 813
Virender Sehwag 811
Sachin Tendulkar 785
Adam Gilchrist 773
Andrew Strauss 751
Kumar Sangakkara 747
Bowler Points
Glenn McGrath 872
Muttiah Muralitharan 851
Shaun Pollock 837
Anil Kumble 818
Shoaib Akhtar 794
Jason Gillespie 769
Makhaya Ntini 765
Shane Warne 758
Steve Harmison 717
Matthew Hoggard 701
Chaminda Vaas 701

Dravid top
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four wickets in the match so it was 
not a mistake. Our seamer 
Mohammad Khalil did not bowl well 
while leg-spinner Danish Kaneria 
was less effective due to dehydra-
tion," said Woolmer.

Kaneria, who took 6-150 in the 
first Test, managed just six wickets 
for 259 runs in the second Test.

Bob predicts 

AFP, London

A second major fund-raising limited-
overs cricket match, in aid of the 
tsunami appeal, will be staged at 
Lord's on June 14 it was announced 
on Monday.

The first tsunami appeal match 
between Asia and the rest of the 
world was held in Melbourne on 
January 10 and raised over 11 
million dollars for relief efforts.

The tsunamis, triggered by a 
massive earthquake off the 
Indonesian coast, killed more than 
290,000 people in several Indian 
Ocean nations.

The Lord's fixture will feature 22 
of the best cricketers from around 
the world.

Top names already pledged to 
play are Australian master spinner 
Shane Warne, New Zealand captain 
Stephen Fleming (New Zealand), 
Sri Lankan spin wizard Muttiah 
Muralitharan, West Indies star 
batsman Brian Lara and former 
Zimbabwean batsman Andy Flower.

Flower said that it was important 
for cricket to do its part.

"We are incredibly fortunate in 
this country (England) to live a pain-
free, privileged and comfortable 
existence," said Flower.

"There are millions of people 
affected by the tsunami living in 
terrible conditions.

"This one event has caused so 
much sadness and hardship. It is 
important that we make a contribu-
tion to such a vital cause. This 
match gives us an opportunity, in 
one small way, to alleviate some of 

that suffering."
Other leading cricketers have 

also been approached to play in the 
50 over fixture. The names of the 
remaining players, and the captains 
of the two teams (MCC and 
International XI), will be announced 
in due course.

Tickets go on sale from April 4.

Second tsunami match 
at Lord's

South East, IBAIS 
in last eight
SPORTS REPORTER

South East University and IBAIS 
moved into the quarterfinals of the 
AIUB fourth inter-private university 
cricket tournament yesterday.

South East defeated People's 
University by 80 runs and IBAIS 
snatched a two-wicket win over 
Stamford University at BKSP.

Nat'l women's 
chess
SPORTS REPORTER

International Women's Master Rani 
Hamid and Shamima Akhter Liza 
shared the top position with 8.5 
points each in the 26th National 
Women's Chess Championship 
after winning their respective ninth 
round boards at the federation hall 
room yesterday.

Liza beat Masuda Begum and 
Rani defeated Shamiha Sharmin 
Shimmi.

In other matches, second-placed 
Nazrana Khan Eva, on six points, 
lost to Sharmin Sultana Shirin, 
Afroza Khanam beat Farjana 
Hossain, Zakia Sultana drew with 
Saima Almas and Kiswara Shajrin 
Evana got a bye. 

KHULNA-CHITTAGONG
KHULNA: First innings 406 all 
out in 115.4 overs (Shafiul 62, 
Bashar 20, Manzarul 151, 
Hasibul 80, Razzak 40, Russel 
22; Alamgir 3-63, Ahsanullah 2-
92, Sunny 2-62).
CHITTAGONG: First innings 
226-6 in 64 overs (Masum 69, Arif 
20, Dhiman 74 n.o; Razzak 4-68).

DHAKA-RAJSHAHI
RAJSHAHI: First innings 217 
DHAKA: First innings 311 all out 
in 81.2 overs (Javed 30, Anwar 
18, Mehrab Jr 54, Mehrab 41, 
Ashraful 114; Shahjada 4-69, 
Shafaq 3-59).
RAJSHAHI: Second innings 35-4 
in 15 overs (Farhad 9, Naeem 11 
n.o, Rosel 7, Anisur 5 n o; Talha 2-9).

SYLHET-BARISAL
SYLHET: First innings 478-7 
declared in 169.3 overs (Rahman 
51, Moniruzaman 123, Imtiaz 56, 
Mabud 114 n.o, Rezaul 107; 
Nadif 3-83).
BARISAL: First innings 20-0 in 12 
overs (Imran 8 n.o, Hannan 9 n.o.).

SCORES IN BRIEF
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Sahagir converting his overnight 54 
to 80 and his partner left-arm spin-
ner Abdur Razzak making 40 in a 
seventh wicket stand of 63. 

Chittagong, who are without six 
frontline batsmen due to injury, 
ended the second day on 226-6, still 
180 runs in arrears. 

The visitors lost half their wickets 
for 119 runs but were eventually 
rescued by a fighting 74 by 
wicketkeeper batsman Dhiman 
Gosh. The young stumper struck 
ten boundaries and a six during his 
defiant 98-ball knock. Off-spinner 
Sabbir Khan was batting with him on 
13. 

Host teams 
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Ranatunga, a close friend, and 
Sidath Wettimuny. Current coach 
John Dyson flew in from Colombo 
and ex-coach Dav Whatmore jetted 
in from Dhaka.

Although her father had been a 
cricket obsessive, Madhi was 
clueless about the game and her 
future groom's cricketing exploits 
when they first met. But she is a 
furious reader, with a particular love 
for psychology, and soon swatted 
up on the game, pouring through 
literature and logging onto cricket 
websites.

The pair will now return to Sri 
Lanka to start their new life together. 
Fortunately, for Sri Lanka cricket 
fans, Madhi has promised Murali all 
the support he needs to continue his 
career for the foreseeable future.

A year ago Murali had talked 
about the 2007 World Cup as his 
retirement date but now he's keen to 
play well beyond. Madhi hopes to 
continue working with the hospital, now 
run by her mother, from Sri Lanka.

Congratulations

FROM PAGE 12

BRIEF SCORES
AUSTRALIA: First innings 570 for 8 
declared (Martyn 165, Gilchrist 162, 
Hayden 61, Warne 50; Franklin 4-
128)
NEW ZEALAND: First innings 244 
(Vincent 63, Vettori 45, Cumming 
37; Kasprowicz 3-42, Warne 3-69, 
McGrath 2-50)

Kiwis pray

tournament, having not dropped a 
set in winning back-to-back Indian 
Wells titles. He beat Tim Henman 6-
3, 6-3 in last year's final. 

"He knows when to pull the 
trigger," Hewitt said. "He is sort of 
playing on auto pilot out there. 

"He believes that the big points 
and the big shots are going to come 

off for him. The last year and a half, 
they have." 

Federer hammered 41 total 
winners and just three double faults 
to Hewitt's 18 winners and seven 
double faults in the one hour, 52 
minute match. 

Four-time major winner Federer 
has won a record 17 straight finals 
he has appeared in, going back to 
October 2003 and he is 41-1 since 
the start of the US Open. 

Federer also continued his 
domination over world number two 
Hewitt, winning the last seven 
encounters, including six victories in 
2004. 

"All the finals in a row that's 
fantastic," Federer said of his 
remarkable run. "I didn't have a 
great record in finals at the begin-
ning of my career. To come through 
is special, especially in the first 
Masters Series of the year." 

This was the first Indian Wells 
final between the number one and 
number two players in the world 
since 1995, when Pete Sampras 
beat fellow American Andre Agassi. 

Federer jack-hammered his way 
through the men's draw here with 
ease, earning straight-set victories 
over Mardy Fish, Gilles Muller, Ivan 

Ljubicic, Nicolas Kiefer and 

Guillermo Canas. His toughest test 

was against Ljubicic whom he beat 

in two tiebreakers. 

Hewitt has played well in big 

tournaments the last six months, but 

titles have eluded him. 

The 24-year-old Hewitt came 

into the final as a huge underdog. 

Unlike Federer who cruised through 

his semi-final in straight sets, Hewitt 

was coming off after a marathon two 

hour, 33 minute semi-final win over 

Andy Roddick the day before. 
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