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accommodation problem

FalzuL KHAN TANIM

As private universities in the city
do not have dormitories, their
students L especially who come
from numde Dhaka, are com-
pelled to reside in expensive pri-
vatehostels or rented houses in an
environment where it is difficult
tostudy.

Ofthe total 52 private universi-
ties, 44 are situated in Dhaka with
around 55! 000 students. Sources
nea ]y 15,000 students

' 'qudethecapnal

k of hostels at private
“worries the parents
‘who send their children to Dhaka.
They: aay many of the students
livinginrented houses are indulg-
ti-social activities which
mhamphrmgdleir studies.

Momena Khatun lives in Sylhet
and her son studying in a private

tymsides in aflatin city's

‘area along with other

stud ts. After visiting the flat she

became worried about her son's
studyin suchan environment.

- The vice-chancellors of most of

theprivate institutions say they do

‘not have land 'to establish dormi-

‘tories. anid:-.s. they believe stu-

dent husmls happen tobe the best

place from where the students
start politics and movement.
Shipul Mahmud from North
South University (INSU) said, "As
thereis no hostel for us, we have to
look for rented houses. The big-
gest problem is the owners are
reluctant to rent out theirhouse to
bachelors or students. If they

another student.

Most students rent a small flat
of three rooms where 9 to 10 stu-
dents live in a congested environ-
ment. They use only one or two
toilets.

"Smoking, doping and drinking
is a commonplace in these flats. If
anyone protests, the others will

The vice-chancellors of most of the pri-
vate institutions say they do not have
land to establish dormitories. Besides,
they believe student hostels happen to
be the best place from where the stu-
dents start politics and movement '

agree, they chargehigherrent.”
"Even many of the owners
impose restrictions such as
returning home by 9:00pm other-
wise main gate will be closed. But
it is not easy for the students to
maintain the nule everyday due to
traffic congestion in the city," said

oust him," said another private
university student,

Ehsanul Islam who came from
Comilla was bound to stay ille-
gally at a hall of Dhaka University
because his private university
doesnothave any hostel.

NSU Vice chancellor Dr Hafiz

GA Siddiqgi said building hostels
for students along side academic
buildings require a lot of space
whichisnotavailable in Dhaka.

"We do not have any plan to
build dorms but we will take
buildings through outsourcing
near the campus and ask our
students torent them,"he added.

Both Prof Siddigi and Vice

Chancellor of BRAC University
Profjamilur Reza Chowdhury said
in public universities student
politics and movement for exam
postponement start from hostels
and these are the main reasons for
sessionjam.
_ The students of NSU and Inde-
pendent University of Bangladesh
(IUB) living in Banani said they
hardly receive any help from the
authorities regarding accommo-
dations.

1UB Vice Chancellor Dr Bazlul
M Chowdhury said, "Right now it
isquiteimpossibleforustobuild a
hostel as construction of our main
campus is going on. There is scar-
city of land with no support from
thestate".

"We are aware of the problems
faced by students from out of
Dhaka especially the female stu-
dents,"headded.
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varsity students face seve

Students spend their free time sitting on bonnets of cars and on the roads near the universities.

Children of all ages are subject to heavy labour at tanneries in Hazaribagh.

SABRINA KARIM MURSHED
Tenyear-old Mohammed Farogue
looked surprised when asked why
heworksinatannery factory.

"To earn money obviously,”
said Faroque who has been get-
ting Tk 400 per month since walk-
ing into a tannery factory in
Hazaribagh eight months ago.
Like Faroque, a good number of
child workers work in different
tannery factories of Hazaribagh
despite the law prohibiting them
fromdoingso.

According to official statistics
of Hazaribagh Tannery Workers

{Union (HTWU), at least 267

children work in the tannery

'factcnes. However, those num-

bers pale in comparison to the
nun'ﬂ:vg‘r ‘of unregistered child
workers.,

“Byverybody knows that The
Factuty Law of 1965 prohibits
child employmem No child
under the age of 14 can be
employed in a factory,” said Abul
Kalam Azad, president of HTWU.
'Stll child labourers are being

-appointed. to serve their own

financial needs and the interest of
the factory owners. Sometimes
the children are sent to work by
their parents and guardians,”
added Azad.

"I know that someone under
theage of 18 should notwork here,
But what else can T do?" asked 14-
year-old Igbal Hossain who has
been working in a tannery factory
for two years. He earns Tk 700 per
month and contributes the entire
amount to his six-member (amily.
"At least that covers half of our
houserent," said Igbal,

Most of the child workers were
unaware of the health hazards like
chest pain, respiratory problem,
nausea, headache and skin dis-
eases caused by working in a
tannery.

"[ have never experienced any
health problem," said Mohiam-
medRubel, a12-year-old worker.

"My uncle worked here for Tk
200 per month but never com-
plained about health. 1 can not
afford to think about health when
l'am getting Tk 700 a month,” said
Igbal.

Sources said that although the

owners claim that child workers
seek job in factories to fulfill their
own need, the children are in
reality, employed because they
work at a lowwage. A child is paid
Tk 25 to 30 per day while for an
adult worker, it could go upto Tk
G0to70.

"They (owners) can get their
work done at less than half the
cost with a child worker," said a
member of HTW.

The large and medium facto-
ries, which are more or less export
oriented, were free of child
labourers, said a HIWU person-
nel. Among the 120 registered
tannery factories in Hazaribagh,
20 were large and medium ones
and most of them did not have
child workers.

But the small factories and
small tanners, who trade with skin
extracted from animal waste
unused by large factories, employ
child workers.

"Small factories and small
tanners work to meet the local
demand for leather and they do
nothave much investment. More-
over, their leather products com-

pete with synthetic products in
the local market. They have to
maintain a low production cost
which prompts them to employ
child workers," said Akbar
Hossain, vice chairman of Tan-
nery Owners Association. He
claimed that none of the member
factories of the association
employschildren. ,

The HTWII president said that
they were trying to eliminate child
labour from the sector by creating
awareness, Their effort was
alreadyvielding results as no child
has been appointed during the
Eid-ul-Azha this year. "Eid-ul-
Azhais the peak seasonin tannery
business and child workers
stream in during that time. Fortu-
nately that has not happened this
year," hesaid,

Azad added that it was difficult
to abolish child labour due to the
socio-economic condition of the
country. "Whenever we insist on
stoppinga child fromworkingin a
tannery, parents ask us torehabili-
tate them somewhere else which

weare unabletodo.” .

Filling souls with
dance and song
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Pushan, an ﬂ-year old was
beaming as her eyes scanned
the words of the song she had
just taken down. "Iteally enjay
the singing lesson," she said
afterawhile.

A few children like her are

enjoying singing and dance
lessons conducted by the
Dhaka City Corporation Sangit
Shikkha Kendra'at a nominal
cost under the purview of the
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
The Kendra (centre) has five
branches at Mahanagar Mahila
College in Laxinibazar, Paltan
Community Centre in Naya
Paltan, Afiruddin Sarder Com-
munity Centre in Mugdapara,
Mirpur Town Hall in Mirpur
Section 10 and at Haji Jumman
Community centre in Haji
Rashid Lane, Old Dhaka. The
DCC hopes to open up maore
tenbranchessaidits sources.
Inaugurated’ in April 2004,
the music school attracted a
good number of students. "The

Little feet
synchronize to
the rhythm of
the beating
drum at the
school of music
at Mirpur
Section 10.
They seem so
engrossed in
getling their
steps and
movement
right and forget
how tedious
the task is.
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Mahanagar Mahila College
branch enrolled the highest
number so far," said'an officer
of DCC's social welfare depart-
ment, adding the at least 250
children were enrolled in the
lastsession.

Tiny tots between six and 12
are allowed in the school that
offers dance and music lessons
twice a week, on Monday and
Wednesday afternoons. "The
school'was designed to create a
continuing interest in music
among them," said Mafizur
Rahman, one of the two music
teachers of the Mirpur Branch.
He said at present the school
offers a two years course in
singing only to teach the do-re-
me of music. "They can always
move to other schools to con-
tinue if the interest grows,” he
said.

Rahman's students, how-
ever, exuded much:passion in
his singing. "l will become a
singer like Asif," said eight-
year-old Shuvo. "My cassettes
and CDs will be sold in all
musicstores,” he dreamed.

The Sangit Shikkha Kendra
gained popularily among
guardians because of the nomi-
nal fee it charged. The monthly
fee a student is only Tk 10 with
anenrollment fee of Tk 50.

DCC's charity goes further
said another official. "We waive
the tuition fee of anyone is
unableto pay;" he said.

"It is free tuition, 1 should
say,”" commented Nasrin
Rahman, mother of Sabrina
Nasrin Suzana, who outshone
the others in the dance class
exams. "It would never have
been possible for people like us
to enroll our children as most
performing art schools are
beyond ourreach," shesaid.

"DCC's initiative to open up
such schools will help to spread
the art of song and dance
among children from all social
levels," said Olive Islam, the
dance teacher of Mirpur
branch. She explained that
children are taught both
Kathak and folk dance, giving
them an opportunity to pursue
any one kind of dance in the

future,

The Kendra has t}va music
and dance teachers each, a.long
with two tabla playats‘ gach
branch: There is no.
and the teachers dot eadqnn
istrative work like wllf:cﬁng
fees orenrolling students.

Yet, mconvenimcps mmmn
as most students, gua:diams
and teachers mentioned. The
schools are set up inside the
DCC's community halls and
are often found to be dirty and
toiletsunusable.

"We are left with a single
dugi as its otherpari -~ tabla -
was ruined when ramwp,ter
streamed in,” said a music
teacher. The guardians also
requested a proper waiting
area.

However, an official of the
social welfare department said
they are trying best to solve
these problems. "The school is
entirely funded by DCC.
Solving, all these problems
takes time because of fund
constraints,”" This why it is
takingalittle time, " he saidl.




