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Shabnam: Sheer magic ot

the sﬂver screen

SHARMIN SONYA

Twas justthe other day while at
Iunch, my thought suddenly
wentbackto awest end London
coffee shop where | was having a
bite with a friend. It was a 1984
summer afternoon. A glamorous
lady rushed out of a well-known store
with her long lustrous hair fluttering in
the breeze and soon drove past the two
of us. She was Shabnam nee Jhama
Basak, a heartthrob and megra starwho
had a natural yen for setting acting
trendsinfilms.
At her prime she was ethereally
beautiful, her delicatefeatures givingher
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heroine with Mustafiz's Harano Din in
1961, Shabnam with the song Roop
Nagorer Raj Karmya exemplified gritwith
beauty and style. Her dancing skills
eventually led her to an Urdu movie
Chanda (1962) that was to become her

| stairway to all-Pakistan stardom.

Chanda, a boxofficehitalso fetched her
first. Nigar--Lollywood's. Oscar (best
supparting actress). It was followed by,
Talaashwhichwasan evenbiggerhit.
The extent of her talent drew the
attention of otherdirectors as well. SM
Pervez (Karaan and Begana), Naziul
Islam (Kajaal and Prect Najaneey Reet)
and Abdul Jabbar (Naachghar). But it
was the expert eye of Suroor
Bararabankvi who recognised her
immense potential and gave her the
chance to prove it in Akhri Station
(1965). Today, the film is remembered
for Shabnam's stunning performance
of a dumb and deranged woman who
loiters in a railway station. The movie
also gave Shabnam her second Nigar
(best supporting). Her determination

R
Shabnam

muich so, that she became the first and
only actress from Dhaka to hop step
and jump Dhaka, Karachi and Lahore
simultaneouslyand hitit big in the film
industry.

By 1967, Shabnam's artistic skills
were known all over Pakistan and
offers came in from Karachi and

decades she emerged’ as the most
successful heroine, acting in another
150 films dislodging such luminaries
asZeba, Rani, Decba, Shamim Araand
Nayyar Sultana. She teamed up with
Nadeem to form one of the most
romantic and durable pairs in the
history of Pakistani films. During this

Sheikh, producing some of the great-
estboxoffice hits ofall times. With over
50 hits ranging from & minimum 25
week run to 400 week run, she became
anall timelegend.

Shabnam received about 10 Nigar
awards. She also won three Pakistan
national awards. No other actress in
Pakistan as of today has matched
Shabnam's record.
Did she enjoy your stardom? "Yes,
indeed but on occasions it was tiring
and sometimes very sad as many of’
my desires wentunfulfilled, Forexam-
ple, like otherwomen1 could not shop
beforethe Eid or go to a restaurant and
haveameal of mychoice,”

could we i.e. apart from me Rahman
Bhai, Shahnaz Begum, Runa Laila,
Nazrul Islam, Robin Ghosh and Afzal
Chowdhury survive so long? And we
were all top in our own respective
fields,” shesays.

Shabnam reigned supreme from
1961 to 1987. Her sultry looks and
alluring eyes matched her mellifluous
and distinctive style to make her one
of the greatest feminine icons of her
time.

Today, back in her native Bangla-
desh where she last acted in
Ammajan(1999), another super hit,
she is upheld as a standard of beauty,
goace, and style. Hertalent and persona
influenced the directors so strongly
that they attempted to make other
actresses into her image, without
success, As one Pakistani critic said,
"Bengal has always been magic but
Shabnamwas sheer magic.” Shabnam,
who chose London as her place of
residence since 1987, now lives a
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Yet another family play from Kolkata

ERSHAD KAMOL

setting some stagecraft at the backstage to present

The theatre scene is warming up. In the ongoing drama
festival arranged by Dhaka Padatik, Protikrity, a troupe
from Kolkata has come to stage two plays--Dampoti and
Darpone Swaroswati. Taking the cue from Dhaka
Padatik, many theatre troupes in Bangladesh invite
theatre groups from India duringa festival.

OnMarch 18, Protikrity staged two shows of Dampoti,
afamily play, by popular Indian playwright Manoj Mitra.

The Kolkata troupes in Dhaka mostly stage drawing
room-based family drama. All the plays depict a com-
mon family crisis such as lack of care for the elderly

people, extramarital affairs and soon.

Manoj's play Dampoli is no exception to the trend.
Like other plays from Kolkata, the curtains go up on a
scene pnnraymg a quarrel between an aged couple on
some light issues interwoven with fun, Later, these
minor quarrels turn serious because of the children's
careless and selfish attitude. However, Manoj has along-
side presented an extra marital affair and the havoc it

bethan playwrights like Shakespeare and others. An
aged bachelor doctor, also a family friend of the aged
couple, lends a hand to help solve the problems created
by the greedy children. On the other hand, an extramari-
tal affair comes to.an end when the husband and wife

realise theirmutualneed.

Director Aalok Dev has followed the typical realistic
form of Kolkata theatre. His technique of presenting the
sequences is similar to the technique used'in TV plays.
The interesting aspect of his direction is the handling of
two sequences simultaneouslyonstage.

Like the other designers, Bilu Datta has also used a
sofa set to create the ambience of a living room. What is
exceptional of Bilu's design from the Kolkata trend is

bedroom and hotel sequences.
JoySen'slightdesignissimple buteffective.
The spontaneous performance of the artistes created
a light hearted environment. Amal Chakrobarti and
Shyamal Das performed betterthan the others.

Sequences from the play
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A search for answers
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Where have I come from? Where am
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Kapur to direct

to these mysterious questions, a
group of Jahangimagar University
(JU) students made sculptures and
masks to presentthe innerand outer
reaction of people. With a total of 75
sculptures and about 100 masks, the

A 30-year long journey

journey ABKD arranged a daylongIkebana exhibi-
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group titled ETAMUS recentlyheld a
four-day Sculpture and Mask exhi-
bition at central corridor of the
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Bruce Willis
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dil  Thé=fusion)tf garth aod sk): the divine unity of
natural elements and the heavenly relationship,
between human beings and earththese are the
few facets of Ikebana, theJapanese ancientartof
flower arrangement. Asia Bunka Kaikan Dosokai
(ABKD) has been working for the last three
decades to promote this aesthetic artworkin our
country. And'to mark this auspicious 30-year

Professor SMA Faiz, Vict Chancellor of [/
Dhaka’ Unl'.'ersﬂy, was the chipf guest while
Matsushiro Horiguchi, Ambassador af Japan to
Bangladesh was the special guest. Dr AKM
Moazzem Hussain, the President of ABKD
presided over the programme.

Ikebana can influence moods and this
explains the charm of this artwork.. The organ-
iserssaythat26 enthu-
siastic participants
took part in the com-
petition. Nurun Nahar
Akhter 'won the first
prize for capturing the
balance and the
contrast of black,
N yellow and green in
her decoration. Razia
Jahan scored second
while Rahima Afroz
won the third prize,

Apart from the
competition, the "Crest
of Gratitude" award
was given to the three
teachersofthe Ikebana
School: Abdur Rashid
Bhuiyan, Kazuyo
Zoha and Husna
Banu Khanom.

Bruce Willis

Kate Hudson.

Shekhar Kapur

Filmmaker Shekhar Kapur has signed on to direct the
forthcoming BruceWillis starring film Solace.
According to sources, the New Line Cinema project tells
the story of a psychic physician, played by Willis, who
helps the police track down a serial killer whu turns out
to have psychicabilities as well.

Kapur's directing credits include the 1998 film
Elizabeth, for which he was nominated for a Golden
Globe, and Four Feathers starring Heath Ledger and
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Inavgtivated by Professor Selim Al

.Deen, the exhibition drew a huge

crowd of university teachers and
students.

Tofazzal Iossain Emon, Tareq
Mohon and Mehedi Hasan Shajib,
three students of Drama and Dra-
matics Department, worked on
sculptures, while Murad Ahmad Rad
Nabik, a student of Drama and
Dramatics, played with human
emotions and' shaped them on
masks.

"The diversity of human behav-
iour in different situations has
influenced and encouraged me to
delve into the mindset of human
beings,” said Emon. Prejudiced, a
seulpture by Emon, is a work that
focuses on the class of people who
can't live a normal life. Theory of
Creation is a work which searches
for the identity of power' behind all
creation. Shonyatai Bodh, Jukti
Biral, Nogno Bastob, Nishshobdo
Upolobdhi, MonBish, Abhab, and

Visitors at the mask exhibition

Lolupotawere other notable works,

Shajib'has a different style and
feels more comfortable dealing with
the mindset of a woman. The other
important works done by him
include Shimabadhata, Rup,
Shrinkholitoand Trishna,

Tareq prefers to work on human
nature and the inner reaction to
different situations. Dissecting
human nature layer by layer, Tareq
has sought to shape the real picture

of man living beneath the sur[u"be of
outer behavior. Antormulkh,
Merudandohin, Bisleshok and
Shwapodsonkul were his impnrl.ant
workson display.

"Bvery artiste wanis to fram:: or
give shape to human emotion
reflected on the face, caused by
h“ll‘Sh reality. I always strive Lo do
so,” said Murad. Each mask repre-
sents a single moment of human
emotionindifferent situations.
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