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86 _'Béngladeshjs
jailed in India
return home

OUR CORRESPONDENT, fessone

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
on Friday handed over 86
Bangladeshis to Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR),

They include 30 women, 36
minor boys and gitls and eight
children.

Mohila Ainjibi Samity received
them from Benapole port police and
handed them over to police.

Theall hailed from Narail district
and had gone (o India illegally in
2003, according to Benapole
Immigration sources.

Indian law enforcement agen-
cies arrested them and produced
them before court. Ultimately, they
suffered imprisonment at
Midnapur jail in Tamluk district of
West Bengal.
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QUAZI AMANULLAH, Khulng

Rapid Action battalion (Rab) has
takena new move to record profiles
of "mostwanted criminals",

The profiles will be bBrought
under computer network through
special programming.

Initially, profiles of two erimi-
nals listed with each' thana in
Khulna metropalitan ity and one
in each police station in the district
will be prepared.

According to a highly placed
police sources, Rab will do the job
without any help from police. Our
own intelligence will collect data
and prepare the profiles containing

photos, addresses, number and
natureofcrimes and background of
criminals, theysaid.

The profiles will also contain
data on their wealth and property,
sources of income and name of
theirgodfathers.

Strict secrecy is being main-
mined in preparing the profiles
correctly by Rab intelligence
branch. Once complete, the elite
force will swing into action against
criminals.

The source further said crimi-
nals using cell phones will be
tracked down by tapping their
phones and using other sophisti-
cated digital equipment. This will

CILE

Rab putting criminals’
profiles on computer

definitely help Rab arrest wanted
criminals quickly, theyhoped.

Previous criminal records (PCR)
of wanted persons kept in com-
puter network will help the Rab in
containing murders and subversive
activities.

Other metropolitan eities are
also being brought under this new
plan by Rab with the help of its
intelligence units. Outdated tech-
niques being applied by lawenfore-
ers are absolutely ineffective as
hardened eriminals are availing the
opportunity of modern technology
including cell phone and internet
to commit crimes, the RAB source
said.
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One drowns as
trawler capsizes
in Meghna

QOuR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

One person drowned and 11 others
wereinjured, three ofthem seriously, as
a fishing trawler capsizes in the
Meghnaintheearlyhoursofyesterday.

The incident occurred near
Mehendiganj town when a
Chittagong-bound oil tanker hit the
fishing trawler, according to surviv-
ingfishermen.

Fisherman Faisal Sikder drowned
while others managed to swim
ashore. They were admitted to
Mehcndlg:mi Upzila Health
Complex. Condition of Jamal, 25,
Zizam, 25, Monir, 27, hasbeen stated
to be critical, according to hospital
SOUrces.

‘The oil tanker sped away immedi-
ately after the mishap, The body of
Faisal has been sent to Barisal Sher-e-
Bangla Medical College Hospital for
autapsy.

Cotton growers face setback

Price plummets to Tk 800 from last year's 1400 a maund:
‘Govt encouraged farmers but extended no support

AMANUR AMAN, back from

KUSHTIA: Cotton cultivators in six
southwestern districts are in peril as
the price of their cash crop has fallen
drasticallythis year.

TWe are selling cotton at Tk 800 to
Tl 1000 per matind this year against
Tk 1400 1o Tk 1500 last year”, said
Mustak Hossain of Dhankhola village
in Gangni upazial in Meherpur dis-
trict. There are about 900 coton
cultivators in Gangni, registered with
the Cotton Development Board
(CDB).

This corespondent also visited
so0me cotton growing areas including
Betbaria, Kazipur, Garadoba,

Bhatpara in Meherpur, Chuadanga
and Jhenidah districts and talked

farmers. They also said they have to
sell cotton at prices much below that
inlastyear.

Meherpur, Chuadangg, Jhenidah,
Kushtia, Jessore, Magura and Rajbari
districts, dividedinto fourzones by the
€DB, account for about 70 per cent of
cottongrownin the country.

Thecotton producedin plainlands
is commonly called American Variety,
which is used by spinning mills in the
country. Another variety, known as
Comilla Variety, is grown in small
quantities in the Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT).

Cotton is grown on flood free high
lands, Bangladesh's soil and climate
are suitable for the crop, CDB sources
and farmerssaid.

They said the yield was good this
year though floods affected a consid-

erable part of the cotton growing area
lastyear

According to sources in CDB,
36,000 hectares of land were brought
under cotton cultivation in the four
zones this year with a production
target of B4000 bales, There are 8,000
hectaresineachzone. Lastyear's flood
damaged the crop on about 7207
hectares, they said.

Cotton cultivation became popu-
lar in the areas in the last several years
following steps by the CDB. Thecropis
sown in October-November and
harvestedin February-March:

According to farmers, production
cost per bighais about Tk 2000, Five to
eight maundsare produced per bigha.
Lastyear, farmers  got good profies by
selling their products at Tk 14,00-1500
per maund. Many of the farmers said

theywillincur loss thisyear.

The CDB sotrces said domestic
price has fallen due w a slump in the
world market from 80 cents a pound
lastyearto50centsthisyear.

They said the government did not
take any initiative to develop the
sector through it has a good prospect
inthecountry.

When contacted, CDB Zonal
Offficer Abdur Rakib sald farmers have
no technology for grading the cottan
they produce though the quality is
comparable 10 those produced in
traditionally cotton-growing coun-
tries.

He said CDB has trained frmers in
groupsto encourage them.

Bangladesh needs 15 lakh bales of
cotton for the spinning mills. Around
80,000 bales of American Variety of

cotton are produced in the country,
whichisutilised by thespinning mills.

Another 6000 to 7000 bales of
Comilla variety are produced in the
CELT, of which 1000 to 1500 bales are
exported, CDBsources said.

Lastyear, 76,125 bales of American
Variety were produced from 34,500
hectares. This year, the crop was
grown on 36,000 hectares and the
target will exceed as the yield was
good, they said.

But the farmers are deprived of the
fair price because they have o sell
theirproduct to traders asnospinning
mill purchases cotton fromiarmers.

Golam Rasul, Senior Marketing
Officer of CDB, when contacted,
said the farmers are deprived
because they can not grade their
praduce,
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Farmers with thair cotton waiting for buyars atamarket in Chuadanga,The photo was taken on Thursday.
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Magura AL forms -

body for council
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Magura

ol wdigr

A four-member preparatory commitiee
has been formed to make Awami League
district triennial council scheduled lobe held
here on March 31a complets success.

This was announced by district AL
convener Altaf Hossaln al a press
conference held athis residence yesterday.

The preparatory commitiee is being
headed by Altaf Hessain while foint
conveners M S Akbar MP, and Abu Masir
Bablu and Magura Pourasabha Chairman
Abdul Gafurare its members.

While addressing the press conference,
Altaf Hossain called upon the parly leaders
and aclivists lo get united to make the
tignnial council of district AL siccassiul.

The last council of Magura district AL
was heldin 1992.

The councl dale was rescheduled
thrice in last 14 months bul it could not be
held dua tointamal feud.

According lo party Insiders, a group Is
being led by lawmaker MS Akbar and the
other by distict AL convener Md Altaf
Hossain.
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.aa:iﬁwﬁxr GIFSAT Biman BANGLADESH AIRLINES

ZIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, KURMITOLA, CHAKA PHONES: BE14771-8, 83127000, CABLE: AIRBANGLA, TLX: £42848 DABG BJ

STORES & PURCHASE DIRECTORATE

REF:DACPF/NT'L TENDER/027/2004-05

INTERNATIONAL TENDER

Sealed tender is hareby invited for supplying of following item to Biman Bangladesh Airlines:

DATED: 15-03-2005

SN[ TENDER NO DESCAIPTION ary COST OF
3 SCHEDULE
01. | DACPF/ANTL (1) OVERNIGHT KIT (GENTS/LADIES) | 72,000 KITS | BOT. 2,500.00 OR
: TENDER/027/2004-2005 | (i) SHAVING KIT (FOR GENTS | 52.800KITS | USD. 50.00 PER
. DT, 15:08-2005 ONLY) SET

quantity of items without assignin

T

_GD-186

Tender schetiule with detailed specification, terms & conditions will be available at the cost of USD 50.00
or BDT 2500.00 per se! (non-refundable) from Asstt. Manager Accounts Cash & Banking, Balaka, Head
Office, Zia Int'l Airport, Dhaka & Office of the Divisional Commissioner (1% 12-storied Gout Office Building,
1% flor, Foom No. 205), Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000, as well as with Finarice Manager, Biman, Bangkok,
Hang Kong, Singapore, Tokyo, Dubai, London, Rome, Paris, Frankfurt, Amsterdam, Brussels & New York
on cash payment in all working days upto 02-05-2005. A formal application in bidder's letterhead pad
mentioning tender number and date shall be required for purchasing the tender schedule(s). Sealed
tender should be dropped in the tender box kept in the office of the DY. GENERAL MANAGER,
‘PURCHASE, Stores & Purchase Directorate, Biman Admin Building, Zia Int'l Airport, Dhaka & Main
Ehtrance of Biman Medical Center (Security Counter, Graund Floor), Farmgate, Dhaka and Office of the
Divisional Commissioner (1% 12-storied Govt Office Building, 1* floor, Room No. 205), Segunbagicha,
Dhaka latest by 1100 hrs Bangladesh Standard Time (BST) on 03-05-2005. In case direct offer of foreign
manufaclurerfpnnmpal must submit their offer as per terms mentioned in the tender schedule. Tender will
be opened on the same day at 1400 hrs (BST) in the Tender Room, Biman Admin Building, 1 flocr,
Stores & Purchase Directorate, Biman, Zia Int! Airpart, Dhaka in presence of the tenderers (if any).

Biman Management reserves the right to accepUreject any or all tenders, increase or decrease the

g any reason whatsoaver.

DY GENERAL MANAGER, PURCHASE

'Prof Yunus murder

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshali

The Rajshahi Professionals’
Coordinating Council will stage
demaonstrations in the in the city and
submit memorandum to officials
today demanding speedy trial of the
murder of Professor Muhammad
YunusofRajshahi University.

Prof Yunus, president of
Bangabandhu Parishad at RU and
vice-president of Bangladesh
Economics Association, was mur-
dered in the moming of December 24
last year when he was ona moming
walknearhis house.

Prabe into the murder is virtually
stopped after police in preliminary
investigation detected that the killer
was anactivist of [slamiChhatra Shibir
(1€S), student front of Jamaat-e-
Islami, palice sources claimed.

Police eatlier took into custody an
eyewitness to the murder, who
informed them that the killers were
four in number, but he could recog-
nise only one of them, who is a “noto-
riouscadre” of ICS.

The killer has criminal records,
policesaid.

“Their faces were covered with
gamcha (towel) but I could recognise
oneofthem”, police earlier quoted the

probe stalled after
‘Shibir link' found

Rajshahi Professionals' Coordinating
Council to stage demonstrations today

witness as saying Police also said
information gathered from two other
sourcesalso substantinted the version
ofthewitness,

Police said they have launched a
manhunt for the ICS cadre but did not
name him. He is accused in several
cases for murder and extortion and
was amested with firearms a few
months before the murder of Prof
Yinus.

Freed on bail, the [CS cadre had
escaped (o India and retumed to
Rajshahi three days before Prof
Yunus' murder, police said.

The ICS cadre held a meeting in
Rajshahi University TSC area on the
night before the murder. Sirajus
Salekeen, a former [CS president in
Rajshahi had attended the meeting
along with a son of a pro- BNP RU
teacher

"He (the ICS Cadre] escaped sev-
erl police raids. His arrest will expose
everything behind the murder. We are
trying hard to net him®, said a highly
placedpolicesource.

The investigators had also
obtained a leaflet in Purbo Banglar
Communist Party reportedly
claimed responsibility for the mur-
der. But the investigators did not
believe, the source said.

yesterday

» ‘ ¢
DHAKA SUNDAY MARGH 20, 2!105 9

PHOTOSTAR
A partial view of the crowd at the public meeting addressed by JSD President Hasanul Hoque Inu at Rangpur ttrrm
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Unite to press for reform
in caretaker system

Inu calls upon pro-liberation parties in Rangpur .

+ OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
President Hasanul Hoque Inu yes-
terday called upon pro-liberation
political parties to intensify the
agitation to compel the
government to reform caretaker

overnment laws to ensure fare and

eelection.

The head of government is
trying to divert people's attention
from the issue by saying that same
foreign countries are trying to
interfere in Bangladesh's internal
affairs.

The government is vehemently
opposing proposals for reform in
the caretaker system. This proved
they are conspiring to cling to
power anyhow. Ifthey really want
a fair election, they must agree (o
the reform proposals, he tald a big
public meeting at Jahaj Company
pointin the town. The government
is leading the country towards a
confrontational politics, which
may make the next general elec-
tion uncertain, said,

. He earlier addressed two meet-

dnp Ml Ma e,

called foreign interference has
raised questions among the peo-
ple, Inusaid.

"How they can raise the ques-
tion after coming to power
through conspiracy with some

BDR on alert
in Dinajpur
after push-in
bid foiled

A CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

BDR is on alert along the north-
western borders after foiling two
push-in bids by Indian Border
Security Force (BSF) In Chirirbandar
border in Dinajpur Thursdaynight.

According to BDR sources and
frontier people, BSF of Basontipur
camp, in two bids, tried to push in 32
Bangla-speaking Indians into
Bangladesh territory through twe
border points amid torrential rains,

The BSE pushed them at gun-
point through a maize field, oppo-
siteTazpur BDR outpost.

BDR personnel from Tazpur
outpost caught them, took them (o
local Union Parishad Chairman
Azizul Islam and kept them under
hiscustody to provide dood..

During interrogation, the
Indians who included three women
and four children told the BDR and
the UP leader that they were citizens
of India and working in different
Indiancities.

Indian police picked them up
along with dozens of others three
weeks back from New Delhi and
handed them over to the BSF for
pushing themintoBangladesh.

BDR pushed them back to Indian
territory Friday night, BDR sources
sald.

The victims also told BDR that
BSF assembled several hundred
Bangla-speaking Indians along the
northwestern frontiers to push
them into Bangladesh, BDR sources
sald.

Flag meet held

A CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A Sector Commander label flag
meeting between BDR and BSF was
held at Atwari in Panchagarh on
Thursday,

Both the sides agreed to resole
border disputes as per indo-Bangla
Border Treaty of 1975 according ln
BDR sources.

At the meeting BDR raised Rhc
issues of push-in by BSF and erec-
tion of barbed wire fencing inside
150 yards of zero line and construc-
tion of 160 metre dam to protect
village Barshalu at Atwari in
Panchagarh, killing of Bangladeshi
by BSFandsmuggling.

Both the sides agreed to hold
such conference in future to defuse
border tension and check border
Crimes.

foreign countries?™

Inu bitterly criticised the gov- .

ernment for price hike of essen-
tials, law and order situation and
alleged corruption by the ruling
party men.

"This government has closed
down many industries and mills
including the Adamiji Jute Mills to
open Bangladesh's market for
foreign goods.

He also criticised the govern-
ment for signing the TIFA and
SOFA accords.

He alleged that the government
is alse sheltering so-called
Islamtists who are actually doing

harm to the religion. "They have
declared that they will bring about
anlslamic revolutioninthe coun-
try but the government do not take
any step against them”, Inu said.
None of criminals behind bomb
and grenade blasts have been
caught because the government is
sheltering them, he alleged.

Those who spoke at the meet-
ings included JSD Joint Secretary
Najmul Hoque Prodhan,
Organizing Secretary Rezaul
Karim and party leaders Karim
Shikder, Dr. Ekramul Hoque
Swapan and Sakwat Ranga,
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