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PHOTO STAR

Political leaders and civil society members take part in a roundtable on 'Militant activities in the name of Islam and 
role of the government' organised by Workers Party of Bangladesh at the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

Dying rivers
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surrounding the city to save them 
from demise. These rivers are silting 
up at an alarming pace, mainly due 
to rapid environmental deteriora-
tion, he told The Daily Star.

The study report suggests for a 
route from the mouth of the New 
Dhaleswari 'spill channel offtake' 
through the Pungli and Bangshi 
rivers to feed the Turag, Balu and 
the Buriganga in the dry season. It 
warns that dredging alone cannot 
solve the problem. 

If the mouths of these rivers 
are dredged and left without any 
structural control, the entire 
region would be inundated with 
up to 2,700 cubic metres of water 
per second in the monsoon. 
Under the current conditions, the 
rivers around the city receive 
between 500 and 600 cubic 
metres of water per second 
during the monsoon. 

The IWM report suggests 
remov ing  56  mi l l i on  cub ic  
metres of silt manually and 16 
million cubic metres of silt by 
dredging to ensure the water 
flow through the designated 
channel. It also suggests build-
ing a sluice gate with a 'fish 
pass' to regulate water flow 
during the monsoon, since fish 
from the Jamuna are a major 
source for f isheries in the 
region. 

The project is estimated to cost 
around 700 crore taka. 

12  INCIDENTS SINCE 
2004

No headway 
yet in Khulna
bomb, grenade
attacks
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

There has been no headway in the 
investigations of any of the 12 bomb 
and grenade attack cases recorded 
with different police stations of 
Khulna district in the 14 months 
since January 15, 2004, till February 
11 this year.

Of these incidents, in which three 
journalists, two politicians and a 
policeman were killed, only the 
charge sheet of journalist Manik 
Saha murder case was submitted to 
the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's 
Court in November last year 
although it left the godfather and 
mastermind of the murder out.

Eleven other cases, however, 
have been shelved stalling investi-
gation for unknown reasons.

The three journalists killed in 
bomb attacks during last 14 months 
are Manik Saha, Humayun Kabir 
and Belaluddin. BNP leader and UP 
chairman Amir Azam Khan and 
Awami League leader Manzur 
Morshed Labu are the other victims. 
The police personnel killed is 
Havilder Akram Hossain of Khulna 
Metropolitan Police (KMP).

Besides, many people including 
four journalists were injured in these 
bomb and grenade attacks.

There is nothing to be worried 
about as investigations of all these 
cases are going on with due impor-
tance, said a senior KMP officer.
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AL presidium member Zil lur 
Rahman chaired the meeting.

Briefing newspersons, Jalil said 
the main opposition party is consid-
ering taking legal actions against the 
persons involved in the conspiracy.

On reforms of the caretaker 
government, he said the AL has just 
launched a campaign to chalk out 
reform proposals regarding forma-
tion of the Election Commission and 
the interim government.

"Our precise proposals are yet to 
be finalised. We'll finalise the pro-
posals after consulting at party 
forums and also with our alliance 
partners," he added.

Once finalised, the AL and its 
allies will submit the proposals to the 
government, he said, adding that if 
the government rejected those, they 
would mobilise public opinion.

"We want to reform the caretaker 
government system so that its flaws 
identified in the last general elec-
tions can be removed," he said. 
"Why the government is so afraid of 
the proposed reforms?" he asked.

On the premier's speech in 
parliament, the meeting observed it 
had ignored the major problems of 
the country.

"The prime minister has failed to 
touch the major problems of the 

public including price hike of essen-
tials and acute crisis of power, water 
and gas," Jalil said quoting the 
meeting's discussion.

The meeting has decided to form 
a high-powered committee to moni-
tor the upcoming Chittagong City 
Corporation election. It will be com-
prised of party leaders Suranjit 
Sengupta, Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, 
Obaidul Quader and Abdul Mannan.

On contesting the upcoming 
Habiganj-3 by-polls, Jalil said, 
"We're now running an anti-
government movement and had 
earlier decided not to take part in any 
election under it."

The parliamentary seat fell 
vacant as AL lawmaker SAMS Kibria 
was assassinated in a grenade 
attack in Habiganj on January 27.

Yesterday's meeting has also 
decided to bring out a colourful 
procession in the capital on March 
26 to observe the Independence 
Day.

Meantime, the AL central leaders 
will take part in tomorrow's no-
confidence human wall to be formed 
at upazila and thana levels in their 
respective areas.

The AL will also bring out a 'hun-
ger procession' across the country 
on March 23 as part of previous 
decision to protest the price hike.

Bangladesh to become

Kolkata Test
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total of 407, before being bowled out 
for 393 to concede a lead of 14. 

Pakistan hit back strongly when 
paceman Mohammad Sami bowled 
openers Virender Sehwag (15) and 
Gautam Gambhir (one) in his first 
two overs. 

India had to rely on Tendulkar 
and Dravid to pull themselves out of 
trouble. The pair launched a vigor-
ous counter-attack to boost their 
team's hopes of setting a stiff target 
on a track expected to favour spin 
on the last two days. 

Tendulkar, who made 94 and 52 
in his previous two innings against 
Pakistan, completed his third suc-
cessive half-century in the last 
session when he cut Razzaq for his 
ninth four. 

Kumble enhanced India's 
chances of gaining the lead when he 
had well-set Younis Khan (147) 
caught by Venkatsai Laxman at 
second slip in his second over after 
lunch. 

Younis had played a major role in 
putting his team in a strong position, 
adding 211 for the third wicket with 
Yousuf Youhana (104) and 50 for the 
next with skipper Inzamamul Haq 
(30). 

Younis, 108 overnight, hit 19 
fours in his 258-ball knock. 

The remaining batsmen failed to 
read Kumble and off-spinner 
Harbhajan Singh as the tourists lost 
their last five wickets in the space of 
32 runs.
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11:00am, killing one of its passen-
gers on the spot and injuring six 
others.

Of the injured, one succumbed to 
his injuries at Jessore hospital, 
while others are undergoing treat-
ment there. 

The dead are Jasim Uddin, 40, 
zonal manager of a pesticide com-
pany and Bappi, 8, son of Jasim's 
brother-in-law Joynal Abedin. 

Abu Hanif, 40, an employee of a 
school, was crushed under the 
wheels of a speeding bus on the 
Jessore-Benapole highway at 
Lanjani at about 6:00am.

In Faridpur, four people, includ-
ing two siblings, died in separate 
road accidents in the district yester-
day.

Sima, 21, and her brother Siam, 
5, died on the spot and their father 
was injured when a truck rammed a 
motorcycle they were riding on the 
Dhaka-Far idpur  h ighway at  

Bahirdia in Sadar upazila at about 
10:15am, according to the UNB.

In two other mishaps, truck 
helper Yusuf was killed on the spot 
as he jumped out of the vehicle 
when it met with an accident at 
Rajbari crossing in Sadar upazila at 
noon. Tamanna, 2, was run over by 
a bus on the Faridpur-Barisal high-
way at Laskardia in Nagarkanda 
upazila at about 8:45 am.

In Nilphamari, two children died 
and 25 others were injured in a 
collision between a bus and a pick 
up van on the Syedpur-Nilphamari 
highway.

The dead are Mishu, 8, and 
Rakib, 7. The injured are undergo-
ing treatment at a local hospital.

Immediately after the accident, 
locals put up a barricade on the 
highway, disrupting traffic for two 
hours.

Road accidents 

UNB, Dhaka

Even though Bangladesh is going to 
be connected with the submarine 
cable by July or August, people will 
have to wait six months more to get 
its benefits, said Science and ICT 
Minister Moyeen Khan.

"Dhaka city will enjoy the high 
speed of the submarine cable by the 
year-end," Moyeen Khan told 
reporters at a press conference at 
National Press Club yesterday.

Min is t ry  o f  Sc ience and 
Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) Bangladesh 
C o m p u t e r  S a m i t y  ( B C S ) ,  
Bang ladesh  Assoc ia t ion  o f  
Software and Information Services 
and Internet Service Providers 
Association of Bangladesh jointly 
organised the press conference. 

Explaining the reasons behind 
the delay in getting the submarine 
cable facilities, Moyeen Khan said 
the base station of the submarine 
cable for Bangladesh was to be set 
up in Chittagong. "But it has been 
relocated to Cox's Bazar following 
objection by the Chittagong Port 
Authority," he said.

Now there is a fiber optic network 
from Chittagong to Dhaka, but it will 
need to make the network from 
Cox's Bazar to Chittagong to get the 
benefits of the submarine cable, the 
minister said.

He said the government has 
given priority to rapid development 
of the ICT sector in Bangladesh. 
"For that we have set up an ICT 

incubator and now more than 200 
acres of land has been acquired for 
setting up a high technology park," 
Khan said.

Turning to the recent interest of 
the foreign investors to invest in 
Bangladesh's ICT sector, he said 
"The costs of ICT-related work have 
gone up in China while the quality in 
India has fallen as they got more 
work than what they can deliver. So 
the investors are now showing 
interest in Bangladesh."

The ICT minister told the news-
men that the government had set up 
a company in the Silicon Valley in 
California, USA.

Describing the government 
programmes to make Bangladesh 
self-reliant in the ICT sector, Khan 
said, "We've introduced an intern-
ship programme and under this 
programme we're distributing Tk 
3,000 each among 500 people 
every year, who received ICT certifi-
cates from different organisations, 
for making them capable to com-
pete in the world." 

In the 3rd Asian ICT ministers' 
summit at Manama, Bangladesh will 
exhibit their products and for that the 
science and information and com-
munication technology ministry has 
managed a free pavilion there. 
World-renowned ICT companies 
will exhibit their products in the 
show.

The ICT minister will lead a nine-
member Bangladesh delegation to 
the summit.

SUBMARINE CABLE

Dhaka will enjoy 
its benefits by
year-end: Moyeen
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(AL) for raising such issue with what 
he said was an 'ill motive'.

The minister talked in length 
about the caretaker system and 
blasted the AL for bringing propos-
als to reform it. He also blamed a 
section of lawyers for not raising this 
issue during the last AL government. 

Awami League was in power for 
five years from 1996 to 2001, he 
said, adding, "And in no point of time 
they raised any question about the 
system of the interim government." 

Only after they had lost the 
election in 2001, the AL started 
raising questions about the system, 
the law minister said, adding, "This 
itself speaks about their motive." 

He said the caretaker govern-
ment is a settled issue and this 
system has become an integral part 
of the basic structure of the constitu-
tion. Under this system two elec-
tions have already been held, one in 
1996, when AL won, and another in 
2001, when BNP got elected, 
Moudud added. 

"In 1996, when Awami League 
got elected, they praised the system 
and said because of this system 
they obtained the mandate of the 
people." Now, after loosing the 
election in 2001, they have started 
raising question about the same 
system, he lamented. 

On the opposition demand for 
amendment to the caretaker gov-
ernment law, the law minister said 
the constitution is a sacred docu-
ment and it should not be changed 
frequently. 

"One should not think of chang-
ing the constitution after every 
election, because one party or other 
will loose and the loosing party will 
start demanding to change the 
constitution," he said. 

Under any circumstances, 
continuity of the parliament and 
system must be honoured and 
upheld, said the constitutional 
expert. 

He, however, did not brush aside 
the demand to making elections 
transparent, free, fair, peaceful, 
violence- and black money-free, 
and said discussion can always take 
place with the opposition and as 
such with anyone in this regard. 

"On issues, particularly reducing 
the process of black money and 
terrorism in the electioneering 
process, discussion is acceptable 
and welcome," he said.

About the AL demand for choos-
ing an 'acceptable' person to all by 
consensus to head the caretaker 
government, Moudud posed the 
question, "Is there any person who 
will be acceptable to every one. Is it 
possible?" 

"It's a fallacious proposition and 
there cannot be any such thing in 
the constitution," he said, and 
asked, "Will election be postponed, 
if we fail to choose an acceptable 
person to all to head the caretaker 
government?" 

Constitution should 

AFP, London

European capitals reacted coolly 
Thursday to the nomination of US 
Deputy Defense Secretary Paul 
Wolfowitz to be the next head of 
the World Bank, but aid groups 
voiced dismay and some puzzle-
ment. 

Reaction to the surprise nomina-
tion ranged from the outright hostile 
-- "a disaster," one critic said -- to the 
tepid, with diplomats cautious in 
their language. 

In London, a spokesman for 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 's 
office said Britain would hold 
" c o n s u l t a t i o n s "  a b o u t  a n y  
appointment. 

"It's for the Bank's board to take 
the decision on the appointment of 
the president of the Bank, and we 
are not going to get into a commen-
tary on that selection process," he 
added. 

Britain's finance minister Gordon 
Brown earlier hailed Wolfowitz as "a 
very distinguished person" but 
avoided other comment. 

However, Britain's former inter-
national development secretary 
Clare Short denounced the nomina-
tion of an arch-conservative seen as 
a key architect of the US-led war on 
Iraq. US President George W. 
Bush's choice to name Wolfowitz 
was akin to showing "two fingers to 
the world," she said, referring to a 
vulgar British gesture. 

"This is really shocking. It's as 
though they (the Americans) are 
trying to wreck our international 
systems," she told Channel 4 news. 

In Brussels,  a European 
Commission spokeswoman said it 
hoped the next World Bank chief 
would "put development at the 
centre" when current president 
James Wolfensohn stands down 
later this year. 

She dodged a question on 
whether European nations, deeply 
divided over the Iraq war, would try 
to scupper Wolfowitz's appoint-
ment, pointing out that the commis-
sion -- the executive arm of the 25-
member European Union -- "is not 
on the board" of the Bank. 

French Foreign Minister Michel 
Barnier called the nomination a 
"proposal" which would be exam-
ined. 

G e r m a n y ' s  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Minister Heidemarie Wieczorek-
Zeul noted that "the enthusiasm in 
old Europe is not exactly over-
whelming." 

"I doubt the Europeans will be 
able to block it as (US President) 
George W. Bush probably cleared it 
among European leaders: Tony 
Blair and possibly even Jacques 
Chirac," Fraser Cameron, director 
of studies at the European Policy 
Center in Brussels, told AFP. 

"It appears to be a done deal," 
Jerome Sgard, of the Paris-based 
International Information and 
Prospective Studies Center, con-
curred. 

The head of the French branch of 
the anti-globalization group Attac, 
Jacques Nikonoff, said the selection 
of Wolfowitz confirmed "the determi-
nation of the United States to main-
tain its control of the World Bank, not 
to develop its original mission, 
which is to promote development, 
but to integrate it into its political-
military strategy." 

"I think this will trigger many 
negative reactions, both from 
Western countries and from poor 
countries," he told AFP. 

Some critics called for an over-
haul of the "gentleman's agree-
ment" process under which the 
World Bank chief is generally nomi-
nated by Washington and the head 
of the International Monetary Fund 
by Europeans. 

"Governments should abolish 
the unspoken 'gentleman's agree-
ment'," said Bernice Romero, advo-
cacy director of the British charity 
Oxfam International. 

"The administration in power will 
put people in charge who fit their 
world view," said Matt Phillips, head 
of public affairs at Save the Children 
UK. "So clearly the Bush administra-
tion is going to put a Bush appointee 
into its little fiefdom at the World 
Bank." 

Peter Hardstaff of the World 
Development Movement called 
Wolfowitz's "a truly terrifying 
appointment," and the environmen-
tal group Greenpeace International 
saw him as "a disaster for sustain-
able development, as we fear 
Wolfowitz will serve US interests 
first." 

In London, the Catholic Agency 
for Overseas Development said it 
was surprised by Bush's choice and 
viewed it with "apprehension." 

"If you look at Africa, for instance, 
his main concern has been the war 
on terrorism," CAFOD's public 
policy head George Gelber said. "As 
far as development is concerned, he 

is an unknown quantity." 
Some public support was forth-

coming. Japanese Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi, a Bush ally, 
thought the appointment was "fine" 
and would have backing from the 
Tokyo government. 

And in Beijing, Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Liu Jianchao 
said that "Whoever will become the 
next president of the World Bank, 
we will work with him as a president 
of the World Bank." 

EU trade commissioner Peter 
Mandelson said Wolfowitz should 
be allowed time to prove himself. 

"It is true this nomination has 
come as a surprise to some in 
Europe," his spokeswoman said. 
Wolfowitz "should be allowed to 
define himself before anyone else 
defines him. We should wait and 
see.

WORLD BANK ROLE FOR WOLFOWITZ

Europe cool, aid 
groups dismayed

Cairn, ONGC
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An agreement for the collaboration 
between ONGC and Cairn Energy is 
expected to be signed for joint 
exploration in offshore and onshore 
fields.

Cairn Energy is in exploration 
activities in the desert Indian states 
of Rajasthan and Gujarat and 
ONGC has interests in those two 
states as also in Assam.

The Indian exploration company 
is eyeing Cairn equity in oil blocks in 
Bangladesh.

Earlier, ONGC had bought from 
Cairn two oil blocks on the east and 
west coasts of India at an estimated 
price of 135 million dollars.

The idea of the tie-up between 
the two companies is to blend the 
experience of ONGC and technol-
ogy of Cairn.

Outlaw dies
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Police said Parvez was seriously 
injured as a mob beat up him for his 
attempt to rape a girl in Taipur village 
in sadar upazila on March 15.

He was undergoing treatment at 
Khulna Medical College and 
Hospital, from where he was 
referred to Dhaka.

He was accused of 14 criminal 
charges including killing of journalist 
Bazlur Rahman, Chuadanga corre-
spondent of Dhaka-based daily 
Sonali Barta.

Rajuk resumes
FROM PAGE 1

whether the accounts have been 
emptied," said a senior official at 
Rajuk requesting anonymity. 

The government, however, has 
formed a three-member investiga-
tive committee to probe the 200 
missing files. 

According to sources, the probe 
committee members have been 
threatened with dire consequences 
if they implicate any Rajuk officials 
or employees in the scam, sources 
in the public works and housing 
ministry said. 

"The internal audit would enable 
us to know how much profit Rajuk 
has made and whether it is a profit-
making institution or not," said 
another official. 

But some top level officials said it 
may not be at all possible to learn 
anything about the bank accounts 
and other irregularities of Rajuk as 
all 'sensitive files' have either been 
destroyed deliberately or stolen.

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal is nearing a humanitarian 
crisis, the United Nations and donor 
agencies warned yesterday, urging 
security forces and Maoist rebels 
not to block vital aid and to protect 
civilians. 

"The United Nations and bilateral 
donor agencies in Nepal urge all 
parties to ensure that movement of 
supplies and vehicles intended to 
alleviate the suffering of civilian 
populations are not restricted," they 
said in a joint statement issued here. 
Reminding the warring parties of 
their duty to protect civilians caught 
up in the conflict, the statement said: 
"Every effort should be made to 
ensure that civilians have access to 
essential humanitarian supplies and 
that medical emergencies are given 
free passage at all times. 

"Insecurity, armed activity and 
Maoist blockades are pushing 
Nepal towards the abyss of a 
humanitarian crisis," it warned. 

The Maoists have since 1996 
waged an increasingly bloody 
struggle to overthrow the monarchy 
and install a communist republic in 
the world's only Hindu kingdom. 

King Gyanendra, who sacked 
the government and seized power 
on February 1, said he was acting to 
end the rebellion, which has cost 
more than 11,000 lives. 

The power grab, which has been 
widely condemned internationally, 
spurred the rebels into intensifying 
their activities. A transport blockade 
called by the Maoists last month 
reduced the traffic to a trickle for two 
weeks. 

A second blockade, which began 
on Monday, however, has been 
largely ignored, with police reporting 
normal traffic flows. 

"Children are especially threat-
ened: supplies of vaccines, Vitamin 
A capsules, deworming tablets and 
essential drugs must reach rural 
areas over the coming months to 
prevent wholly avoidable deaths," 
Friday's joint statement said. 

"Within the past few weeks, there 
have been credible reports of 
women dying in childbirth because 
they could not reach medical treat-
ment. 

"In addition, there have been 
incidents throughout Nepal of 
humanitarian and development 
activities being restricted, stopped 
or threatened by parties to the 
conflict," it said. 

The joint statement was issued 
by 11 foreign missions and donor 
agencies including the Canadian 
International Development Agency, 
Danish International Development 
Agency, Britain's Department for 
International Development, the UN 
in Nepal, German Technical 
Cooperation, USAID/Nepal and the 
Finnish and Norwegian embassies. 

"Common Article of the Geneva 
Conventions says that civilians shall 
in all circumstances be treated 
humanely and not be subject to 
violence towards life and persons or 
other cruel treatment," it said. 

"The conflict in Nepal has 
impacted significantly on some of 
the poorest and most marginalised 
people in the country. It is the duty of 
those who are in a position to control 
civilians to ensure their safety and 
their rights." 

The statement said there was 
"particular concern" for 100,000 
Bhutanese refugees in the south-
east of Nepal who depend on the 
regular arrival of relief supplies. 

The Bhutanese of Nepalese 
descent have been living in the 
camps since 1990 after they were 
driven out of their homeland by 

Bhutan's rulers. 
Meanwhile, Nepal's royal-

appointed government Thursday 
ruled out holding peace talks with 
Maoists unless they first lay down 
their arms and abandon violence. 

"I don't agree to sit across the 
negotiating table with the Maoists 
unless they lay down their arms and 
stop the violence," Senior Vice 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers 
Tulsi Giri told reporters. 

He also criticised previous multi-
party governments for welcoming 
rebel leaders who came for peace 
dialogue. 

"The Maoists were accorded a 
heroic welcome and the prime 
minister shook hands and sat 
together with them at public func-
tions but the rebels at the end sud-
denly backed out of the negotiating 
table," Giri said. 

"In over the past one decade, 
none of the multi-party governments 
was able to stop the Maoists killing 
innocent villagers and expelling 
them from their native villages," he 
said. 

"The army and the police were 
humiliated by the governments that 
failed to stop the rebels from com-
mitting heinous crimes," he said. 

UN AND DONORS SAY

Ruling coalition 
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on a common programme but it 
does not mean our party has given 
up its own political ideology 
responding to Awami League's call," 
Selim asserted.

Workers Party President Rashed 
Khan Menon alleged, " BNP and 
Jamaat have political and ideologi-
cal links with 29 Islamist extremist 
groups in the country and they  
continue to patronise these groups." 

Fazle Hossain Badsha of the 
party in his keynote speech alleged 
that Jamaat is a  fundamentalist 
party but the US  patronises it by 
calling Jamaat a democratic party.

"In the same way, the US estab-
lished a Taliban Afghanistan in the 
past," he said. 

Prof Mesbah Kamal of Dhaka 
University stressed the need for 
introducing a uniform education 
system up to class eight so that 
children are not misled in the name 
of religious education at madrasas.

Other speakers included Gono 
Forum General Secretary Saifuddin 
Manik, Convenor of left-leaning 11-
party combine Nurul Islam, Workers 
Party General Secretary Bimol 
Biswas, JSD vice president Sharif 
Nurul Ambia, Barrister Sarah 
Hossain, writer Shahrier Kabir and 
justice Mohammad Golam Rabbani.

A video clip on the activities of 
religious extremist groups, including 
those of Bangla Bhai,   was also 
presented at the roundtable.

Nepal is nearing to 
humanitarian crisis 

Dead elephant
found in CHT
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Rangamati

An elephant was found dead in the 
deep forest in Rajapara near 
Rajnagar BDR (Bangladesh Rifles) 
camp in Langdu upazila on 
Thursday.

How the aged elephant died 
could not be detected immediately. 
Sources however said it died a 
natural death.

A BDR official yesterday said 
forest officials have reached the 
spot and were waiting for a veteri-
narian.

"It can be said after examining 
the dead animal whether it died of 
illness or was killed," he added.

"No-one now can reach the 
carcass as a herd of about six 
elephants are guarding it," he said.

Elephants in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts (CHT) region are on the 
verge of extinction due to a scarcity 
of sufficient food and unchecked 
poaching of the wildlife species.

Transport 
strike in Ctg, 
Sylhet 
March 20
UNB, Comilla

Bangladesh Sarak Paribahan 
Sramik Federation called a 12-hour 
transport strike in 15 districts of 
Sylhet and Chittagong divisions for 
March 20 demanding the release of 
its leader Haji Yakub, arrested in the 
Chittagong arms haul case.

Shahjahan Khan MP, president 
of the federation, gave the call from 
a press conference at Circuit House 
here yesterday.

The Awami League lawmaker 
said the government arrested Yakub 
in a bid to "hide the main culprits" 
involved in the smuggling of 10 
truckloads of arms seized in 
Chittagong.

Haji Yakub Ali, an accused in the 
case, was arrested in the capital 
early Thursday.

Invective
FROM PAGE 16

through the Press Council. They 
also demanded appointment of a 
neutral and experienced chairman 
for the council removing the present 
'partisan' chairman.

The statement of the BFUJ 
leaders referred to reports of vari-
ous international media watchdog 
organisations that have already 
branded Bangladesh as the 'most 
dangerous country' for journalists in 
South Asia. Even a minister of the 
present government has been 
labelled as one of the ten worst 
enemies of mass media in the world, 
according to the statement.

Random comments by the high-
ups of the government instead of 
building up positive image of the 
country will only firmly establish the 
observations and statements made 
by those organisations, the leaders 
said in the statement.

The statement said incidents like 
passing of bills in the Sangsad 
without quorum and running parlia-
ment without quorum are newswor-
thy. When the PM's principal secre-
tary issues notice to the PM's assis-
tant personal secretary, or when an 
expatriate newspaper editor has to 
leave the country following threats 
from a ruling party lawmaker, they 
become news items.

It is the responsibility of the news 
media to publish tender scam on 
purchasing or selling vehicles in a 
state-owned organisation, or to 
watch a minister's imprudent word-
game instead of taking responsibil-
ity for the loss of hundreds of lives in 
repeated accidents, it said.

The news media will unmask 
those who were against the inde-
pendence of the country and are 
now holding important posts of the 
state and conspiring to destroy 
progress in the name of religion, it 
concluded.

The signatories of the statement 
include BFUJ President Iqbal 
Sobhan Chowdhury, Secretary 
General Manjurul Ahsan Bulbul, 
Dhaka Union of Journalists (DUJ) 
President Altaf Mahmud, General 
Secretary Shah Alamgir and leaders 
of different divisional and district 
committees of the BFUJ.

Most British 
have no trust in
politicians: poll
AFP, London

With an expected general election 
less than three months away, a new 
survey published yesterday found 
that almost 80 percent of British 
people quizzed do not trust politi-
cians to tell the truth.

The BBC/ICM poll also revealed 
that 87 percent of people who took 
part felt that politicians promised 
things before an election and failed 
to deliver.

"Seventy-three percent say 
politicians have shown themselves 
to be dishonest too often," said the 
survey, which forms part of a day of 
BBC programmes on the issue of 
trust in politics.

Half of those surveyed thought 
that politicians were merely out for 
themselves in comparison to a mere 
16 per cent who believed they were 
acting in the best interests of the 
whole country.

Prime Minister Tony Blair is 
expected to call a general election 
for May 5.

ICM, a member of the British 
polling council, interviewed 1,000 
adults across Britain between the 25 
and 26 February. 

BBC to cut
1,500 extra
jobs in 3 yrs
REUTERS, London

The BBC is to cut 1,500 jobs from 
news and other programmes over 
three years to save 200 million 
pounds ($384.7 million), media 
reports said yesterday.

"We are going to make an 
announcement to staff on Monday 
about savings in output and con-
tent," said a spokesman for the 
world's biggest public broadcaster, 
which has already cut other jobs.

This would cover all the BBC's 
programme-making divisions, 
including news, drama, entertain-
ment, children's and radio, the 
spokesman sa id .  Monday 's  
announcement is due at 1430 GMT.

Details of the cuts were leaked to 
the BBC's labour affairs correspon-
dent by a senior well-placed source, 
the BBC's news Web site reported.

Last week, BBC Director 
General mark Thompson said 1,730 
jobs would be going from the broad-
caster's Professional Services 
division, which includes finance, 
personnel and marketing.
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Thomas announced the name of the 
Special Achievement Award winner 
and Square Group Chairman 
Samson H Chowdhury named the 
Business Person of the Year at a 
gala ceremony at the Hotel 
Sonargaon ballroom in the city. 

Business leaders and magnates, 
intellectuals, entrepreneurs, profes-
sionals, diplomats and government 
officials attended the function.

As the names of award winners 
were announced one by one amid 
pin drop silence, the audience burst 
into applause hailing the business 
heroes. Two giant screens displayed 
in brief their exemplary successes.

Jamaat hates
Islamist
militants,
says Nizami
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Industries Minister and Ameer of 
Jamaat-e-Is lami Bangladesh 
Moulana Matiur Rahman Nizami 
has said the killers of journalists 
Manik Saha, Humayun Kabir Balu, 
Shaikh Haroon-ar-Rashid will not go 
unpunished.

"The coalition government is 
determined to bring the killers to 
book and give them exemplary 
punishment under the law of the 
land," said the Jamaat chief while 
addressing the representatives' 
conference of the party's Khulna 
region at Khulna Stadium yester-
day.

Presided over by central Nayeb-
e-Amir Makbul Ahmed, the confer-
ence was addressed, among oth-
ers, by Senior Nayeb-e-Amir 
Moulana AKM Yusuf, Moulana 
Delwar Hossain Saidee MP, Shah 
Mohammod Ruhul Quddus MP, 
Whip Ashraf Hossain and City BNP 
President M Nurul Islam MP.

Nizami said Jamaat has no 
connection with any Islamist militant 
organisation. It hates Islamist 
militants and wants them to be 
crushed, he said.

The Jamaat Ameer said there is 
no power on earth to break the unity 
of the four-party alliance despite 
deep-rooted conspiracy with this 
end in view.

Referring to the demand of the 
Awami League for reforms in the 
caretaker government system, 
Nizami said the party wants to grab 
power through the backdoor.

Over 15,000 leaders, supporters 
and activists of Jamaat and its front 
organisations from several districts 
of Khulna division attended the 
conference.
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