@he Baily Star

NE

>

A

~

'

7

NS

DHAKA FRIDAY MARCH 18, 2005

Bush for Irag War
architect to

head WB

AP, Washington

President Bush chose Paul
Wolfowitz on Wednesday to head
the World Bank, selecting an archi-
tect of the Iraq war whose hard-line
foreign policy stance as deputy
defence secretary has made him a
target of critics at home and abroad.

Bush called Wolfowitz "a com-
passionate, decent man who will do
afine job atthe World Bank."

But international aid and other
groups such as the Mobilization for
Global Justice and Friends of the
Earth as well as some Democrats
on Capitol Hill voiced concerns
about the president's choice to take
the helm of the 184-nation develop-
ment bank. They say Wolfowitz, 61,
lacks both the development creden-
tials and collaborative management
style needed for the job.

"I really believe in the mission of
the bank, which is reducing pov-
erty," Wolfowitz told The Associated
Press in an interview. "It is a noble
mission and a matter of enlightened
self-interest.”

The selection came on the heels
of another Bush pick that has
courted criticism: the nomination of
John Bolton to be UN ambassador.
Bolton, currently the State
Department's arms control chief,
has spoken dismissively of the
United Nations.

Steve Clemons of the liberal New
America Foundation, said the
Wolfowitz pick demonstrates that
"neoconservatism maintains a
tenacious, tight grip on US foreign
policy."

The Wolfowitz nomination which
is subject to approval by the World

Indigenous man
abducted

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

Criminals on Wednesday abducted
an indigenous person and
demanded a ransom of Tk 10 lakh in
Tarachha Noapara in Roangchhari
upazila.

The family of Kaya Sa Ching, 30,
said his captors contacted them and
demanded the sum for his release.

Local sources said Ching is a
former gunman of the Arakan Army,
an armed militant group against the
Myanmarese junta. They added that
'CHT Group', a recently formed
criminal outfit, abducted Ching for
his refusal to join the organisation.

The same outfit kidnapped
Hassan Mahmud Bablu, manager of
Bandarban Hillside Resorts, and
Siddiqur Rahman, a retired army
person, lastyear.

Two more Islamist
militants held

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gaibandha

Two more activists of the banned
Islamist outfit Jamaat-ul-Muja-
heedin were arrested from a
mosque in Sadar upazila on
Wednesday night, raising the num-
ber of Islamists arrested in the district
to17.

The two, Azadul, 20 and Sohel
Rana, 28, both from village
Teendaha, were nabbed from the
village mosque while they were
holding a secret meeting, police said.

Gaibandha police are carrying out
a combing operation since last month
to nab militants of the Islamist organi-
sation led by Dr Asadullah al Galib,
who has been arrested recently and is
now injail custody.

During the drive, police first
arrested Habibur Rahman alias
Jubayer and Raju Sarder from

Gaibandha town on February 19.
Acting on their confession, police
arrested the other 15.

Sources said Mujaheedin activ-
ists went into hiding to escape the
police operation but are now trying
toreorganise themsevles.

Bank's board could further strain
US relations with Europe, where
France and Germany were among
the countries that vociferously
opposed the US invasion of Iraq.

He said Wednesday that he
recognised the need to smooth
relations with European allies,
saying, "l have a lot to listen to." If
approved by the board, he said, "I
will be an international civil servant
responsible to that board."

Wolfowitz was among the most
forceful Bush administration figures
in arguing that Saddam Hussein
had weapons of mass destruction. A
foreign policy hawk who believes
the United States should use its
superpower status to push for
reforms in other nations, he also
predicted Americans would be
welcomed as liberators rather than
occupiers once they toppled
Saddam.

If approved by the bank board,
Wolfowitz would replace World
Bank President James Wolfensohn,
who is stepping down June 1, the
end of his second five-year term.

SINGAPORE TRIP
Trade tops
PM's agenda

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia leaves
for Singapore on March 20 on a
three-day official visit to the newly
industrialised country with promo-
tion of trade and investment high on
heragenda.

Khaleda will have a tete-a-tete
with Singapore Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong on March 21 at Hotel
Istana, preceding official talks when
investment, trade and economic
cooperation are likely to figure
prominently.

The two sides may sign several
accords.

Foreign Minister M Morshed
Khan, among others, will accom-
pany the prime minister. Her entou-
rage will include a 14-member
business delegation comprising
leaders of apex trade bodies.

Khaleda will also call on the
Singaporean president at Hotel
Istana, attend a reception to her by
Bangladesh community in
Singapore at Hotel

Swissotel Stamford and deliver a
lecture at a seminar organised by
the Institute of South Asian Studies
(ISAS) at Suntec Convention
Centre.

The prime minister is scheduled
to return home on March 23.

Pledge to abide

FROM PAGE 20
the last week of this month.

The BSF delegation at the meet-
ing also agreed to withdraw their
camp at Bholanathpur in
Khagrachhari, set up on the zero
line violating rules, BDR sources
said.

The two sides discussed 18
common issues.

The meeting also decided to start
a survey of the disputed 1,500 acres
ofland at Muhurir Char.

Our correspondent from
Dinajpur reports: A sector com-
mander-level meeting between the
BDR and BSF at Atwari in
Panchagarh district yesterday
decided to work jointly to ease
border tension and resolve the
issues as per the border guidelines.

The BDR team raised the issues
of BSF obstruction to the construc-
tion of a 160-metre embankment to
protect Barshalu village at Atwari
from river erosion , BSF's push-in
bid and erection of barbed wire
fencing.

The two sides agreed that con-
struction of the dam would start on
March 20, sources said.

Killing of innocent Bangladeshis
by BSF, smuggling, drugs and arms
trafficking, intrusion of BSF men into
Bangladesh territory and some
other issues also came up at the
meeting.

Habiganj carnage probe

FROM PAGE 20

Asked whether they would reject the
probe report, Reza told The Daily
Star, "The question of rejection or
acceptance doesn't arise here, as
I've not seen the report. But we are
affirming again that we won't accept
any probe except one by the FBI
(Federal Bureau of Investigation of
the USA)."

Explaining the reason for the
stance, Reza said, "We know for
sure that the local investigators are
not allowed to interrogate powerful
individuals who might have been
behind my father's killing."

He said they have no objection to
local investigators or doubt about
their competence, but the handicap
is they are not allowed to work
freely. "That's why we're demanding
an FBl probe."

He, however, expressed his
concern at the newspaper reports
that the investigators failed to iden-
tify the masterminds behind the
grenade attack.

Reza said the probe report has
implicated eight Habiganj BNP men
in the attack. But, "Habiganj BNP
doesn't run independently. Powerful
leaders of the greater Sylhet region
and the central leaders ultimately
control operations of the grassroots
units," he said. "But the roles of
these higher level leaders [in the
incident] have not been revealed [in
the report]."

Talking to The Daily Star last

night, Habiganj district AL
Organising Secretary Abdul Majid
Khan, who filed a murder and an
explosives case in connection with
the January 27 carnage, also regret-
ted that the masterminds behind the
attack have been 'kept out of scene'.

"They [the masterminds] are
powerful men and every thing has
been done to keep them out of
public eye," he alleged, declining to
accept the probe findings as
reported in newspapers.

Khan said, "I've learnt about the
probe findings from newspapers.
None of the investigators told me
anything aboutit."

"But, if the news reports are true,
they prove that several ministers
who accused the Awami League
itself for the attack made untrue
comments." On the contrary, they
indicate that BNP leaders them-
selves were involved in the attack,
he pointed out.

Maijid said, "As the plaintiff, I've
the right to know about the progress
of investigation into my cases. But
the probe authorities are yet to
inform me any thing. Whenever |
inquired about it, the investigators
told me to wait, saying the probe
was on and they were hopeful to
track down the criminals."

He was also for the government
to make the probe report public.

PBCP demands
Tk 2 lakh from
KU pro-VC
Threatens with death
for failure

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Outlawed Purbo Banglar Commu-
nist Party's (PBCP) Janajuddho
faction on Wednesday threatened
the pro-vice-chancellor of Khulna
University with death if he failed to
give the oultfit Tk 2 lakh by Sunday.

In a hand-written letter sent to
Pro-VC Dr Syed Jabid Hossain by
post, the PBCP has fixed March 26
to 'liquidate’ him if he did not give the
toll.

The letter, sent from Khulna City
Post Office, bears no name but
designation of the ouffit's regional
leader.

KU Section Officer Syed Mizanur
Rahman asked Khulna Metropolitan
Police to take necessary security
measures for Prof Jabid, also the
acting VC, as the VC has resigned.

The pro-VC was not available for
comments, as he is now in Rajshahi
to visit his ailing wife, according the
section officer.

Worker hurt
as bomb near
central jail
goes off

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A bomb kept beside the wall of
Dhaka Central Jail went off yester-
day injuring a construction worker.

The wounded construction
worker Mobarak Hossain, who is
now under treatment at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital, said he
was cleaning the boundary wall of
the jail at 2:45pm when the blast
occurred.

"The shovel | was working with
fell from my hand on a pile of gar-
bage below and | saw a flash of light
as it went off with a big bang," he told
The Daily Star.

Mobarak was wounded in the
face, throat, chest and waist.

In another incident at Tejgaon
yesterday, a crane operator died as
the base of the crane he was work-
ing on splitapart.

Abul Hossain, 32, was lifting
goods to the 12th floor of the Rangs
Bhaban at 9:30pm when the crane's
base split and he fell to the ground
dying on the spot.

Move to request

FROM PAGE 1
"The news is completely false and
question does not arise at all to write
any letter to any country to withdraw
their envoys. No such meeting of
policymakers was held as reported
in newspapers," a high official of the
PMO told The Daily Star yesterday.

The PMO is rather investigating
who might be behind spreading such
false news to the press, he said adding
that it would have been wise of the
newspapers before carrying such a
sensitive item to check with the con-
cerned authorities of the PMO and the
foreign minister on the matter.

Another reliable source at the
PMO said they had already come to
know that an official of the Prime
Minister's Press Wing briefed a few
reporters on Wednesday, but nobody
knows who asked the press to "feed"
such false and harmful news.

Meanwhile, talking to The Daily
Star yesterday several
policymakers of the ruling BNP said
they knew nothing about such a
meeting taking place.

Top officials of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs also expressed sur-
prise over the issue and said they
checked the authenticity of the report
with the concerned government
authorities, butfound itbaseless.

Loan recovery

FROM PAGE 1

cases, the loan recovery has been
stumbling as most of the private
defaulters obtained High Court
injunctions against the bank's
actions.

Side by side, the government
defaulter organisations have been
deliberately going slow in paying
back theirloans.

As a result, the bank could
recover only Tk 5 lakh from the pri-
vate defaulters and Tk 37 lakh from
the government entities last year.

Among the government default-
ers, Bangladesh Textile Mills
Corporation accounts for Tk 134
crore, followed by Khulna Newsprint
Mills (Tk 74 crore) and Dockyard and
Engineering Works (Tk 30 crore).

"We regularly remind them to pay
back the loans," said a Sonali Bank
official. "But there has been no prog-
ress."

A finance ministry official said the
government is pursuing reforms in
the Nationalised Commercial Banks
(NCBs) like Sonali. "Under the
reforms, we will take steps to pay
back the loans defaulted by govern-
ment entities."

He said the government is consid-
ering a plan to release bonds in the
market to raise money from the public
and use that to settle the default loan
issue.

An official list of private defaulters
of Sonali Bank puts Saleh Carpet as
the top private defaulter (Tk 76 crore),
followed by Lina Textiles (Tk 67 crore)
and Deshma Shoe Industries (Tk 60
crore). Then come Sonali Cotton
Mills (Tk 53 crore), Globe Metal
Complex (Tk 50 crore), Dhaka
Vegetable Oil Industries (Tk 50
crore), Zarina Carpet Mills (Tk 50
crore) and Riverside Leather and
Foot Industries Ltd (Tk 28 crore).

AL won't go to polls

FROM PAGE 1

"We want to make it clear that
Awami League will not participate in
any 'stage-managed election' and
will resist government attempt to
hold election without reforms in the
caretaker government system and
the Election Commission," said AL
General Secretary Abdul Jalil.

He was addressing a discussion
organised to mark the 86th birth
anniversary of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The dis-
cussion held in front of
Bangabandhu Bhaban in
Dhanmondi was presided over by
AL Presidium Member Zillur
Rahman.

Jalil said that besides the
reforms, it must be ensured that the
next chief election commissioner
and other commissioners are
acceptabletoall.

The ruling BNP-Jamaat govern-
ment is planning to 'manoeuvre' the
next elections, but people will never
bear with this, he added.

On prime minister's refusal to
make constitutional amendments
for reforms in the caretaker govern-
ment system, Jalil said that the
constitution is no Quran or Bible that
it cannot be amended. Every coun-
try amends its constitution to deal
with the changing social and politi-
cal circumstances.

Referring to Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia's speech in Parliament
Tuesday, he said the alliance gov-
ernment is conspiring to make
Bangladesh a friendless country.

AL senior leader Zillur Rahman
said not only AL, rather all the oppo-

sition parties and professional
bodies are in favour of reforms in the
caretaker government system.

"Taking responsibility of my
position in the party, | want to make it
clear that Awami League will not
contest any election unless neces-
sary reforms take place," he said
adding that they would not allow the
government to hold any election
with AL on the sidelines either.

AL Presidium Member Amir
Hossain taking part in the discus-
sion said that Khaleda Zia in the
past did not want to accept the
caretaker government system, but
eventually had to give in, and she
would again have to meet the oppo-
sition demand.

He said that the government has
extended the retirement age of
justice so that they can have a
person loyal to BNP as the head of
the interim government.

Suranjit Sengupta said, "BNP
and Jamaat are scared of reforms
as they already know that people
will reject them in the next elections
for their sheer failure to deliver."

AL leaders Motia Chowdhury,
Mohammad Nasim, Mohammad
Hanif and Nurul Islam, co-ordinator
of the Left 11-Party alliance, spoke
atthe discussion.

Party insiders said that AL
Central Working Committee
(ALCWC), the decision-making
body of the party, will meet this
morning at the party's Dhanmondi
office to discuss the latest political
developments.

Supplier of

FROM PAGE 20

The arrestee might be sent to the
Joint Interrogation Cell for quizzing,
police said

Yakub, vice-president of the
Bangladesh Road Transport
Federation, allegedly supplied the
trucks used in the smuggling of the
arms and ammunition and was
absconding since the largest ever
ammo haul in the country in April last
year from Chittagong Urea Fertiliser
Limited (CUFL).

The 10 truckloads of heavy arms
and ammunition included 4,930
firearms, 27,020 hand grenades, 840
rockets, 300 accessories of rocket
launchers, 2,000 grenade launching
tubes, 6,329 magazines and
11,40,520 bullets stuffed in wooden
boxes.

Tipped off, a three-member team
from the Mirpur Police Station
raided a house at Lalkuthi in Mirpur
owned by timber trader Mohammad
Nasiruddin and arrested Yakub, 53,
atabout4:00am.

Yakub used to visit the house --
Habib Manijil-- as he and Nasir are
followers of the same 'peer' (spiri-
tual guide), police said.

Yakub, also general secretary of
the Truck Sramik Union, is also
wanted in two other cases filed with
Karnaphuli Police Station in
Chittagong under the Arms Act and
the Special Powers Act.

Talking to newsmen at the police
station yesterday morning, Yakub
pleaded not guilty although police
identified him as an arms peddler
and smuggler.

The accused hinted that a good
lead to the case will be found if it is
looked into how the crane used to
handle the arms and ammo was
taken to the CUFL jetty and who
tookitthere.

He also said he was thinking of
surrendering to the Chittagong
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court on March 22 during a sched-
uled hearing of the case.

Yakub, who hails from East
Bakhail of Potia upazila in
Chittagong, said he began his
career as a truck helper.

Three other accused in the
ammo haul case surrendered to the
Court of Chief Metropilitan
Magistrate, Chittagong, on March 9.
They were identified as Mohammad
Ataur Rahman, Mohammad Fazal
Ahmed and Mohammad Akbar Ali.
They are now in jail custody.

Eleven of the 43 accused in the
case are now in jail custody while 14
others are on bail.

The rest, including the four other
main accused, are absconding. The
four-- Hafizur Rahman, Din
Mohammad, Abdu Kahsem Madhu
and Sobhan Haji-- are owners of the
trawlers that carried the arms and
ammunition.

Present state of the case
Inconsistencies and controversies

truck held

in the investigation surfaced as law
enforcers hurriedly submitted a
charge sheet without properly
identifying the people involved in the
incident.

Investigation officer (I0) of the
case AKM Kabiruddin, assistant
superintendent (ASP) of Chittagong
zone of the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID), pressed charges
on June 11 last year accusing 39
people.

Metropolitan Sessions Judge
Fazlul Karim, who first heard the case
on July 15, found gross discrepan-
cies in the investigation process and
said the probe was questionable.

The court ordered a detailed
investigation and submission of a
supplementary report on the charge
sheet. Nawsher Ali, now Sylhet
Zone ASP of CID, replaced
Kabiruddin as the |O.

He submitted a supplementary
report to the court on August 26
putting the number of accused at 43
and implicating 114 people in the
charge sheet.

Both the charge sheet and
supplementary report mentioned
Hafizur Rahman, Din Mohammad,
Abdu Kahsem Madhu, Sobhan Hazi
and Yakub, as the prime suspects.

The government also formed an
inquiry committee headed by the
home secretary to detect the source
and destination of the arms and
ammo, and the purposes of smug-
gling them but it is yet to submit its
report.

Pakistan rule

FROM PAGE 20
hours with a 203-run stand for the
unbroken third wicket.

Youhana and Younis also kept
pressure on the Indian fielders with
their smart running between wickets
as they lost no opportunity to gather
singles and twos.

Vice-captain Younis, unsure of
his place after making nine and one
in the drawn opening Test at Mohali
last week, returned to form just
when his team needed runs to put
India on the back foot.

It was a demoralising day for the
Indian bowlers on a track which
favoured neither pace nor spin. The
hosts also harmed their cause by
often erringin line and length.

Fast bowler Laxmipathy Balaji
alone acquitted himself with steady
bowling, but Irfan Pathan and spin-
ners Anil Kumble and Harbhajan
rarely looked effective.

India earlier added 63 to their
overnight total of 344-6, with
Harbhajan Singh (27) and Anil
Kumble (21 not out) putting on 44 for
the last wicket.

Leg-spinners Danish Kaneria
and Shahid Afridi, and medium-
pacer Abdul Razzaq finished with
three wickets apiece.

Move to stop talks

FROM PAGE 1

open dialogue on March 1 and
planned to hold further discussions
this month which now have become
uncertain, the sources said.

The chairmen of a number of
parliamentary standing committees
at the March 1 dialogue openly
accused the ministers and high-ups
of creating pressure against their
move to probe corruption and
irregularities in the ministries.

The following day, the speaker
met with the prime minister at her
office where a number of senior
ministers were present. They
reacted sharply against the commit-
tee chiefs' allegations against
ministers and asked the speaker to
stop such dialogues.

The IPS officials said they had
planned to hold a dialogue with the
secretaries of different ministries in
the first half of this month but could
not hold it. Another joint meeting of
the committee chiefs and the secre-
taries is scheduled to be held also
this month.

"But now we are in confusion
whether we can hold any such
meeting," a senior official told The
Daily Star wishing anonymity.

Speaker Jamir Uddin Sircar who
extended full support to the dia-

logues has now asked the officials
not to arrange such meetings until
further orders, sources said.

Earlier, inviting committee chiefs
and secretaries to the March 1
dialogue, the speaker in a letter
said, "l have decided to hold several
meetings with the parliamentary
committee chiefs, secretaries of
different ministries in phases, both
individually and jointly."

"There is an urgent need for
promoting collaboration between
committees and the executive
agencies of the government," the
speaker said.

"The open discussion on the
promotion of better understanding
and collaboration among the parlia-
mentary committees and ministries
of the government is a crucial issue
to strengthening of parliamentary
democracy," he said in the letter.

The committee chairmen in the
March 1 dialogue accused the
ministers and high officials of non-
cooperation with the committee
moves and non-implementation of
their recommendations. They said
the parliamentary committee sys-
tem was not functioning properly
due to the prevailing situation.

Ahmadiyyas
slate
signboard
change of
mosque

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Law enforcers once again hung a
discriminatory signboard at the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat
Complex on March 15 at Seuzgari
area in the district, the Ahmadiyyas
alleged at a press conference at the
complex yesterday.

The sign reads, 'This is the
Kadiani Upashanaloy in Bogra:
Muslims, don't be confused into
considering itamosque.'

Demanding immediate interven-
tion to remove the signboard,
Khandaker Azmal Haque, the Bogra
district unit president of the
Ahmadiyya Jamaat, said his com-
munity has been threatened by the
incident.

In a written speech, Azmal said
the law enforcers bowed down to the
pressure of a group of religious
fanatics and illegally hung the sign-
board on the Ahmadiyya Complex
wallon March 11.

"This has seriously hit at the
religious feelings of the
Ahmadiyyas," he said. Some
unknown people, however, removed
the signboard in the darkness of the
same nighton March 11.

Azmal Haque further alleged that
the signboard was hung despite
police presence. Those who came
there by a microbus and a motor cycle
in plainclothes after hanging the
signboard said they were police. On-
duty police later identified them.

The police barred the Ahmadiyyas
when they wanted to remove the
signboard, but the police said, "This
cannot be removed now. Measures will
be taken according to the decision of
the higher authorities."

Uttarbanga Missionary Maolana
Bashirur Rahman and local Moallim
Ehteshamul Bashir claimed that the
Ahmadiyya Jamaat was established
in Bogra back in 1914 and that the
Ahmadiyyas have been going to the
mosque since its establishment in
1962.

Iran-India gas
pipeline has
safeguard steps
Says petroleum

minister Aiyar
UNB, Dhaka

Indian Petroleum Minister Mani
Shankar Aiyar has said the Iran-
India gas pipeline through Pakistan
has enough safeguards against
disruption in supplies and proposed
its extension to China via Myanmar.

"If the Iran-India pipeline is to be
extended via upper Myanmar to
south China, disruption in supplies
to India would mean supplies to
China would also be stopped and
that could prove enough of a deter-
rent for Islamabad,” he said at a
meeting of the Forum of Financial
Writers in New Delhi on March 14.

India could earn huge transit fees
through this pipeline, according to a
report published in the Hindustan
Times.

Rab nabs one,
seizes three
firearms

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Members of Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) yesterday arrested an alleged
extortionist and seized three fire-
arms with ammunition in Azimpur in
the city.

On information, a team of Rab-2
took position at Azimpur orphanage
crossing at around 1:30am to nab
Kamrul Islam alias Paribahan
Kamrul.

Bangabandhu

FROM PAGE 1
Bangabandhu's vision of a secular
country free from starvation, pov-
erty, illiteracy, and all sorts of exploi-
tations.

AL and its front organisations
celebrated the day as 'National
Children's Day'--an idea introduced
by the past Awami League govern-
ment. But the ruling Four-Party
alliance since assuming power in
2001 stopped observing the day
officially.

The day's programmes started
with an AL delegation placing
wreaths at Bangabandhu's mazarin
Tungipara of Gopalgonj and at his
portrait at Bangabandhu Bhaban at
Dhanmondi in the capital. Besides,
fateha was offered atthe mazar.

The national flag and the party
flag were hoisted atop the offices of
AL and its front organisations across
the country.

In the city, leaders and workers of
AL and front organisations as well
as people from all walks of life
thronged the Bangabandhu
Memorial Museum in the morning
and laid wreaths at his portrait. In
the afternoon, a milad mahfil and a
discussion meeting were held at the
same venue.

Reza Kibria and Nazli Kibria,
children of the slain AL lawmaker
and former finance minister SAMS
Kibria, among others, placed floral
wreaths at Bangabandhu's portrait.

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), the student wing of AL,
yesterday brought out a jubilant
procession on the Dhaka University
campus to mark the birth anniver-
sary of the leader who steered the
nation to independence. BCL lead-
ers cut cakes at Madhu's Canteen
on the DU campus at noon.

Ex-director still

FROM PAGE 1
and seven of them are on the trans-
ferlist," he said.

According to the government
orders, the Bac staff are now
reserved employees, who are not
allowed to work with the commis-
sion until a screening is done.

But the commission has decided
to attach all of them on temporary
basis despite the prohibition.

"The commission can't transfer
anyone unless they are its employ-
ees," said a source.

Since the bureau has been
dissolved and Hannanis not at allan
ACC staff, he cannot issue any
order, the source added.

Miah said no decision to transfer
any Bac official has been taken at
any meeting of the commission,
adding: "No such transfer can be
made without ACC decision."

Bomb threat

FROM PAGE 20
On information, police rushed to the
embassy. They said unidentified
persons made a phone call to the
embassy at about 12noon and
threatened to bomb the embassy.
However, Deputy Commissioner
(DC-North) of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police Golam Rasul said it was a
hoax.

The transfer order does not even
mention who ordered him (Hannan)
toissueit, he added.

The transferred officials are
former anti-corruption officers
(ACO) Abdullah al Jahid, Khan
Mizanul Islam and Nakib and
inspectors Abdul Majed, Abul
Hossain, Saif Mahmud, Saidur
Rahman and Syed Tahsinul Haque.

Seven of them have been trans-
ferred outside Dhaka, while one has
been brought to Dhaka from
Chittagong.

Kibria family

FROM PAGE 20
of Habiganj grenade attack.

Several hundred people joined
the procession that started from late
Kibria's Dhanmondi residence and
moved through road No. 2. Reza
Kibria, son of SAMS Kibria, and Rina
Sultana Kibria, daughter-in-law of
SAMS Kibria, led the procession.

The Kibria family initiated the
'blue for peace' programme as part
of their non-violent movement
demanding punishment of the
masterminds of all bomb and gre-
nade attacks across the country that
took placeinrecentyears.

They urged the people to
observe the programme on every
Thursday by wearing blue dresses.

New home secretary

FROM PAGE 20

Safar Raj Hossain as the new home
secretary, according to an official
notification.

The post of home secretary fell
vacant following the expiry of the
contract of Muhammad Omar
Farooq, considered one of the few
luckiest pro-government secretar-
ies who got contract for three terms.

Secretary of the Ministry of
Agriculture ASM Abdul Halim has
been named as the new establish-
ment secretary.

However, none was appointed
as secretary in the Ministry of
Agriculture till yesterday.

Highly placed sources said the
government had been looking for a
suitable person for home secretary
from much ahead of Omar Farooq's
retirement and chosen some secre-
taries currently posted in different
ministries. Communications
Secretary Md Shafiqul Islam and
Secretary for Planning Division
Akhter Ahmed Khan were consid-
ered for the post. But they declined
in view of the sensitivity of the
department.

Safar Raj Hossain is at present
on an official visit to Bangkok and is
due to return to Dhaka on Saturday.
Safar Raj is an officer of the 1977
BCS batch and hails from Bogra.

Sources at the Prime Minister's
Office hinted that the outgoing

PM rejects
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have to come to power again to
keep up the current "development
upsurge".

Khaleda said the Awami League
(AL), during its rule, had failed to
ensure people's welfare.

Mentioning their destructive
activities, the prime minister said
people now call the AL lawmakers
as "lawbreakers"--and they will not
support the lawbreakers.

Health Minister Khandokar
Mosharraf Hossain,
Communications Minister Nazmul
Huda, Prime Minister's Political
Secretary Harris Chowdhury, State
Minister for Communications
Salahuddin Ahmed, State Minister
for Education Ehsanul Hug Milan
and local Jamaat Ameer
Ahamadullah Mia, among others,
addressed the meeting.

Earlier, the prime minister inaugu-
rated Chandpur Bridge over Dakatia
river. The 248-metre-long and 9.73-
metre-width bridge with 4-km
approachroad cost Tk 18.12 crore.

The prime minister also inaugu-
rated the newly built bhaban of
government Children's Home at
Baburhat and laid the foundation of
Chandpur Press Club building.

Home Secretary Omar Farooq is
likely to be appointed as chairman of
the Bangladesh Telecommuni-
cations Regulatory Commission
(BTRC), which has remained
vacant for a couple of months since
the expiry of the three-year contract
of Syed Marghub Murshed in
January. Before joining the home
ministry, Omar Farooq served as
secretary of the Ministry of
Telecommu-nications.

BNP sources said some
policymakers of the ruling alliance
want to appoint Omar Farooq as the
next chief election commissioner,
but senior BNP leaders opposed it
considering controversy in opposi-
tion camps.

JCD leader Idul
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Judge AR Masud of the Speedy Trial
Tribunal-4 handed down the verdict
in presence of the convict Shahidul
Islam alias Idul.

Police arrested Idul with bullet
wounds in the chest and recovered
Tk 20,000, a sophisticated CZ pistol,
two magazines and 30 rounds of
bullets from his possession.

Idul, allegedly backed by aleader
ofthe ruling BNP's student wing JCD
of Dhaka University unit, led a
notorious gang that gunned down
two policemen and injured others in
a gunfight to evade arrest during
robbery at a currency exchange
shop at Motijheel.

The gang, known as Idul Group,
looted Tk 1.17 lakh from the office of
Albert Gomes, managing director of
JA Money Changers Limited at
BCIC Sadan at Motijheel. The
robbers also took four mobile
phones from the shop's locker and a
staff, and Tk 1,900 from Masum
Parvez, a staff of the adjacent
Shapla Products office.

Tipped off about a possible
operation by the Idul Group, a six-
member Cobra team of the police
led by Inspector Salahuddin rushed
to the spot. After an eight-minute
encounter with the robbers, police
arrested Idul.

The shoot-out left Assistant Sub-
Inspector (ASI) Aminul Islam and
Havilder Liakot Ali dead, and police
informer Quddus wounded in his
rightknee.

Sources said, following a clash
with rivals at the city's Gopibagh
area one and a half years ago, Idul
and his associate Millat used to stay
in rooms no. 209 and 210 of Jahurul
Haque Hall of Dhaka University
under JCD hall unit president
Tanjilur Rahman's shelter.

Over 14 cases including four
murder cases against Idul are still
pending with different courts in the city.

US keen to work
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by Indo-Asian News Service as
saying.

Asked about US concerns
regarding Bangladesh, the official
spoke about the "general deteriora-
tion in security" in that country.

"This is another area where we
think the stability level of the region
has deteriorated," he said. The
official was referring to violence and
"growing assertiveness by funda-
mentalist groups in that country".

Following is the detail report of
the Indo-Asian News Service found
oninternet:

The official referred to the spiral-
ling violence and the growing asser-
tiveness by fundamentalist groups
in that country and the way Dhaka
has reacted to these concerns in the
international community.

"This is another area where we
think the stability-level of the region
has deteriorated," he said.

The US proposal comes atatime
when India-Bangladesh relations
have been going through a rough
patch over New Delhi's charge that
Dhaka has allowed several Indian
insurgent groups to set up bases in
its territory to launch anti-India
activities.

New Delhi had cited the security
situation in Bangladesh as one of
the reasons to keep away from the
scheduled Saarc summit in Dhaka
in early February.

Bangladesh denies the charge
thatitis harbouring Indian insurgent
groups and says itis India that gives
refuge to fugitives from the country.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, in a
speech in parliament this week, said
that allegations of Bangladesh
harbouring extremists and al-
Qaeda terrorists were nothing but a
conspiracy against her government.

"These are nothing but conspira-
cies against the government of the
four-party coalition," Khaleda Zia
said.

She criticised the observations of
some foreigners - foreign diplomats
and members of donor agencies -
on the situation in Bangladesh and
said: "Stop interfering in the internal
affairs of our country."

Rice, in her press interaction
here Wednesday, spoke glowingly
about the "outstanding cooperation”
between the US and India to meet
the "challenge to democracy in
Nepal" and referred to how the
ambassadors of the two countries in
Kathmandu have been trying to get
the kingdom back to multiparty
democracy.

"I think it shows that India and the
US have regional responsibilities,
also increasingly global responsibil-
ities," she said.

She also referred to India's quick
response to the tsunami disaster
and described the mobilisation of its
air force and navy to help the coun-
tries of the region as "extraordinary."

"That was extraordinary, that
shows India's potential is very great
to help resolve humanitarian and
other needs for itself and the world,"
she said.
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