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CULTURAL FEAST

Exhibitions

16th National Art Exhibition
Artists: Eminent and promising
artists of the country

Venue: National Art Gallery, Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy

Date: March 12-April 11, from 1am to
7pm and 3pm to 8pm on weekends

Title: The Walls of Dhaka

Artist: Bruno Ruhf

Venue: Alliance Fraincaise, 26,
Mirpur Road Dhanmondi

Date: March 18-31

French New Wave Film
Festival

Organiser: Zahir Raihan Film Society
Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26, Mirpur
Road, Dhanmondi

Time: March 06-16

SCHEDULE

March 16

05:00pm  HeartBeat
07:00pm  FirstName: Carmen

Film Screening
Organiser: Indian Cultural Centre
Venue: Indian Cultural Centre,
House 25, Road 96, Gulshan-2
Time: 6:00pm everyday
Schedule

March 21Goopy Gyne Bagha Byne
March 24Footpath

March 28Hirok Rajar Deshey
March 31Fida

Title:New German Documentary
Organiser: Jahangirnagar Film
Society

Venue: Goethe Institut, House 10,
Road 9, Dhanmondi

Date: March 23-24

Schedule

March 23

04:30pmAdam: A Test-Tube Baby as a
Life-Saver

05:30pmAugust Sander

March 24

04:00pmKoenig's Sphere
05:10pmThe Prestige

06:10pmThe Crocodiles of the
Wandaogo Family

Children's Drama

Festival

Organiser: People's Theatre Association
Venue: Shawkat Osman Memorial,
National Public Library

Date: March 11-24

Lecture on Art

Title: Aspects of Contemporary Art in
Germany

Speaker: Architect Kashef Mahboob
Chowdhury

Venue: Goethe-Institut, House 10,
Road 9, Dhanmondi

Date: March 17, at6:30pm

Adivasi Cultural Festival
Organiser: Society for Environment
and Human Development

Venue: Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy

Date: March 17-19

Schedule

March 17

3:30pm Inauguration ceremony
5:00pm Cultural programme (every-
day)

March 17-19

2:00-8:00pm Display of photographs
andAdivasiartifacts

Drama Festival

Title: Dhaka Podatik Silver Jubilee
Drama Festival

Organiser: Dhaka Padatik

Venue: Bangladesh Shilpakala Acad-
emy

Date: March 13-20, at 5:30pm everyday
Schedule

March 16 Mayur Shinghashon (Aronyak
Natyadal)

March 18 Dompoti (Protikriti Natyadal,
Kolkata) :at4pmand 7pm

March19 Dorponey Sharatshashi
(Protikriti Natyadal, Kolkata)

Screen Venture

Ranikuthir Baki Itthash: A new
cinematic treat

AFSAR AHMED

AMIA Zaman is a familiar

name as one of the most

popular newscasters of now
defunct TV channel, ETV. After a
short absence on TV screen, she
now returns, not in front of the
camera but behind it. Recently, she
has completed the first phase of the
shooting of her debut feature film,
Ranikuthir Baki Itihash.

Why the sudden change in
tracks? She spontaneously
responds,"It's not sudden. | devel-
oped a thirst for filmmaking a long
way back in 1985. At that time |
joined a film course of
Chalachhitram Film Society, con-
ducted by eminent filmmaker
Morshedul Islam. Famous film
personalities like Alamgir Kabir, was
one of the teachers." She says with
a laugh, "Accidentally, | scored top
in that course." Later she went
through practical training at FDC
and assisted in directing the film
Shuchona. Later she joined the
BBC World Service in London and
came back in 1999 and joined
Ekushey TV. But her love for films
never waned. In her own words, " All
these years, | had been preparing
myself to make a movie, asitis notan
easytask."

Now the shooting of her debut film
Ranikuthir Baki Itihash is complete
and will soon be at the editing table.
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Ranikuthir Baki Itihash -- the unusual
name suggests that it's not an ordi-
nary, run of the mill feature film. As
she says, "The story idea is mine. |
can't say it is a thriller, but our film-
makers don't usually make this genre
of film."

Inspired by a foreign story, this
psychological mystery drama is a
rarity in our film industry. According to
Samia, though the country's literature
is replete with many mystery and
suspense stories, there is a lacuna of
horror, suspense and thrillers in the
film industry. This explains why she
has chosen to work on this "gap".
Asked about which stories inspired
her, she says mischievously, "Actu-
ally I am not going to tell you any
particular name; this is in fact an
added mystery of my film. Let viewers
find out the similarities, though the
plothas been changed drastically. "

Is this going to be an art film? "No
way. First of all | have a strong reser-
vation on the divisions between art
and mainstream movies. My movie is
an absolute commercial mainstream
film. It has mainstream actors and
actresses like Alamgir, Ferdous and
Poppy. It has songs, drama, sus-
pense and thrills. But the approach is
totally different and everything is
shown aesthetically," says Samia.

So what's so unique about the
movie? The movie revolves around
a newly married couple's visit to an
old nawab palace. The story unfolds
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(R) checking the lights

Samia Zaman (C) directing actor Alamgir (L) with camera man MaksudulBari

Ferdous and Poppy in a scene from Ranikuthir Baki Itihash

with the couple discovering many
uncanny incidents and in the pro-
cess, revives some unknown events
of the past, which would have made
their lives happier if kept secret.

To capture the authentic essence
of the nawabi environment, the
shooting was held in an old Nawab
Manzil at Tangail's Nawab Ali Hasan
Chowdhury's estate. The main part
of the shooting was completed in
two weeks on location. "l had a very
talented and efficient team in this
film. The work done so far makes
me positive about this venture,"
says Samia. Directed by Samia, the
script is by Dewan Shamsur Rakib.
"Maksudul Bari's expertise in cam-
era work, Kaushik Sankar Das's

innovative production design and
Monidipa Dasgupta and Chandana
Dewan's gorgeous costumes,
music by Sl Tutul and lyrics by Kabir
Bakul give the film a smartlook," she
believes.

"l believe that the kind of story
that | have chosen is in demand
among a certain group of people.
And as I've signed popular main-
stream actors in the film, | hope that
viewers from every walk of life will
appreciate it. Frankly speaking, |
can't afford to pick and choose my
audience. And | do want to reach as
many people as | can and, in the
process, establish this new genre of
film in the country," Samia con-
cludes.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The five-day 'Mukto Doirgha
Chalachchitra Uthsab 2005’
recently began at the mini audi-
torium of Shahjalal University of
Science & Technology (SUST).
The audience was delighted at
the festival of Bangla films,
presented here for the first time
by Chokh Film Society, the only
film society in the varsity.

The occasion began with a
colourful procession. Later at
the inaugural function, Profes-
sor Mosleh Uddin Ahmed, vice-
chancellor of SUST, formally
inaugurated the festival while
renowned filmmaker Tauquir
Ahmed and Ahmed Noor, gen-
eral secretary of Sylhet Press
Club, addressed the sizeable

Former general secretary of the
society SD Shyamol and its
President AKM Imran also
spoke on the occasion.

Speakers at the inaugural
function said the short film move-
ment can bring changes in
society. The young generation
flmmakers needed government
assistance so that they could
make good films.

VC Professor Mosleh Uddin
Ahmed, while inaugurating the
festival, said though the produc-
ers and makers of good films do
not get adequate financial bene-
fits, they are propelled by a
social commitment.

Tauquir Ahmed said, the
belief that there is a shortfall of
good films has been proved

Sylhet witnesses first film festival

Tareq Masud, Tanvir Mokammel
and Morshedul Islam, he said
some well-crafted films are
being produced now.

At the beginning of the func-
tion, viewers were enthralled by
Morshedul Islam's Agami and
Tauquir Ahmed's Joyjatra.

On the second day of the
festival, three films--AKM
Jakaria's /ti Salma, N Rashed
Chowdhury's Bismoroner Nodi
and Tanvir Mokammel's Chitra
Nodir Parey were screened.
Three films were screened the
following day: Yasmin Kabir's
Swadhinata, Abu Sayeed's
Abortan and Saidul Anam
Tutul's Adhiar. Tarek Shahriar's
Kalighar, Manzare Hassin
Murad's Amader Chhelera and

be screened today. On the
concluding day tomorrow, Narir
Kotha--a documentary by
Aminul Islam, Tareq Masud and
Catherine Masud--will be
screened, followed by the much
talked about Matir Moina by
Tareq Masud.

Bangladesh Short Film Forum
extended assistance to the
Chokh Film Society in organis-
ing the festival. Sylhet IT &
Billiard Zone, a local firm came
up with the sponsorship. AKM
Imran, President of the Chokh
Society said, "We are encour-
aged by the huge response from
the viewers on the very first day
of the five-day festival, the first
of its kind here. It will inspire us
to organise such functions in

Jasim Uddin’s 29th death anniversary
roots

Back to the

ERSHAD KAMOL

March 14 is the death anniversary of
poet Jasim Uddin, known as
Pallikabi for his wonderful lyrical
ballads such as Nakshikanthar
Math and Sojanbadiar Ghat.

To observe the 29th death anni-
versary of the poet, a seminar was
arranged atthe BanglaAcademy.

After the opening speech, deliv-
ered by the Director General of
Bangla Academy Dr. Abul Kalam
Manzur Murshed, Azharul Islam
presented the seminar paper on
"Humanism in Jasim Uddin's
poem". Professor Ashfar Siddiqui
was in chair.

Azhar in his paper said that there
are very few poets in Bangla litera-
ture of the stature of Satindra
Mohan Bagchi, Kumud Ranjan
Mallick and Kalidas Roy who have
portrayed the rural life. However,
none of them have the humanist
expression. Jasim Uddin's poems
are narratives of the lifestyle and
culture of rural Bangla. And his
approach is not subjective (reflect-
ing one's own emotion) but objective
(reflecting universal emotion).

In Sojanbadiar Gath, through the
love story of a rural couple, he has
presented the social structure of
rural Bangla, which has a universal
appeal.

Through each of his poems, such
as Kabar, Pallijanani and others, he
has masterfully presented the
emotion of the common characters
giving it a unique touch in our
literature.

Azhar also mentioned that the
form of Jasim Uddin's ballads is
different from its European counter-
part. In his seminar paper, Azhar
has used many references from his
popular poems.

After the presentation of the
seminar paper, poet Asad

Jasim Uddin

Chowdhury and Professor Shahin
Akhtar discussed the topic.

Chowdhury said, " Jasim Uddin
has neither any mentor nor any
follower in Bangla literature. He is
the only poet in our literature who
could overcome the influence of
Rabindranath Tagore."

Professor Shahin Akhtar said,
"Each and every poet is a humanist,
but Jasim Uddin's presentation of
rural characters in his poems has a

unique tone. His literary style is
immensely moving, even in our
materialistic urban life."

The chairperson of the discus-
sion programme, Professor Ashfar
Siddiqui said, " The government and
all the concerned authorities should
take up cudgels to popularise Jasim
Uddin's poems among the new
generation, as his poems are rooted
inourindigenous culture."

Book launch

Sabuj Diper Itikotha: A treat for children

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

" The publication of a book is as
important as discovering a continent.
And to enrich oneself, one must read
as many books as one can," said
eminent literatteur Hasan Azizul
Haque, at the publication ceremony of
Sabuj Diper Etikotha, a children's
book.

This book's author is Monoranjan
Nandi, a storywriter and columnist in
Rajshahi for 30 years. He has pre-
sented 15 stories in the book --his first
publication. Sabuj Diper Itikotha was
launched at the February book fair in
Dhaka.

The ceremony, held recently at the
Rajshahi Bholanath Bisheshwar
Hindu Academy, drew a huge audi-
ence. Organised by Rajshahi Sahitto
Parishad, the ceremony was
addressed also by poet Professor Anik
Mahmud and literatteur Prof Zulfiquar
Matin. Local cultural magazine Loko
Patra editor Fazlul Haque chaired the
ceremony.

Poet Anik Mahmud, a Rajshahi
University teacher, discussed the
book. In his view, through the stories in
his book, Nandi depicted the political
scenario of the country and illustrated
some basic moral lessons in a lan-

In the ftitle story, Sabuj Dip is a
democratic country for animals in a
forest where tiger and lions are
engaged in a political power struggle.
Readers are likely to see a picture of
Bangladesh politics in the story.

Tia, a story bears a message that
was elaborated in Shawkat Osman's
Kritodasher Hasi. The theme: happi-
ness has no worth in the absence of a
beloved.

Anik rightly said that Nandi avoided
writing children stories with traditional
elements of ghosts and demons. "He
sought to generate awareness among
children."

Literary personality Hasan Azizul Haque speaking at the ceremony

Deshe, Nandi clearly conveyed that
children should not grow up on adiet of
ghost and demon stories. In his view,
such horror stories bred a certain
aloofness from reality. As he said in
Bhut, onlyfools believe in ghosts.

In Bandhutto, Nandi depicted a
political message: even enmity-driven
animals can unite in danger, so why
can'tmen?

Nandi, in his address at the cere-
mony, said that speaking the truth is a
very difficult task. And he opted for
writing, pressed between two ele-
ments - the anxiety-ridden environ-

March 20 Binidini (Dhaka Theatre) audience as special guests. wrong. Citing the names of Abu Sayeed's Kittonkhola will fyture." guage understandable enough to suit Through the characters of Parir ment and his eagerness to do
children. something from inside his home.
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