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CULTURAL FEAST

Exhibitions

Title: Paintand Pixel

Artist: NaziaAndaleeb Preema

Venue: La Gallery, Alliance Francaise

Date: March 03-14, From 9am to 12pm and
S5pmto8pm

Title: The Walls of Dhaka

Artist: Bruno Ruhf

Venue: Alliance Fraincaise, 26, Mirpur
Road Dhanmondi

Date: March 18-31

Title: Bangladesher shilpakala: Bismritir
Shatabarsha

Organiser: Adhuna Khulna Art College
Venue: Nalinikanto Bhattashali Exhibition
Gallery, National Museum

Date: March 11-16

16th National Art Exhibition
Artists: Eminent and promising artists of
the country

Venue: National Art Gallery, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy

Date: March 12-April 11, from 1am to 7pm
and 3pm to 8pm on weekends

Folk Festival

Title: Lokokarushilpa Mela O Lokojo Utshab
2005

Organiser: Ministry of Cultural Affairs
Venue: Sonargaon at Narayanganj

Date: February 25-March 17

French New Wave Film Festival
Organiser: Zahir Raihan Film Society
Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26, Mirpur Road,
Dhanmondi

Time: March 06-16

SCHEDULE

March13

05:00pm The Incorrigible

07:00pm Confidentially Yours

March 14

05:00pm And Now, Ladies and
Gentlemen

07:00pm DeathinaFrench Garden
March 15

05:00pm The Beautiful Troublemaker!
March 16

05:00pm Heart Beat

07:00pm FirstName: Carmen

Film Screening

Organiser: Indian Cultural Centre
Venue: Indian Cultural Centre, House 25,
Road 96, Gulshan-2

Time: 6:00pm everyday

Schedule

March 14 Raaz

March 17 Veer Zaara

March 21 Goopy Gyne Bagha Byne
March 24 Footpath

March 28Hirok Rajar Deshey
March 31Fida

Title: New German Documentary
Organiser: Jahangirmnagar Film Society
Venue: Goethe Institut, House 10, Road 9,
Dhanmondi

Date: March 23-24

Schedule

March 23

04:30pmAdam: A Test-Tube Baby as a Life-
Saver

05:30pmAugust Sander

March 24

04:00pmKoenig's Sphere

05:10pmThe Prestige

06:10pmThe Crocodiles of the Wandaogo
Family

Play

Title: Trinsho Shatabdi

Group: Swapnodal

Venue: Experimental Theatre Hall,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Date: March 14, at 7pm

Children's Drama Festival
Organiser: People's Theatre Association

Ampfest rocks Dhaka

A spellbinding fusion of music, art and fashion

Karim Waheed

USIC, art and fashion not only delight

our sight and senses, they stimulate

our aesthetic side as well. Art has
moved human beings intellectually and emo-
tionally throughout the ages. Benson & Hedges
organised a spectacular event Ampfest, on March
11 at the National Stadium-2 in Mirpur that com-
bined the three mediums of art: music, paintings
and fashion in a phenomenal way. The young
generation seemed to devour this treat. Approxi-
mately 40,000 youngsters showed up at the
Ampfest to enjoy the extravaganza.

Despite the serpentine queues to get into the
stadium, the crowd was patient. Most of the audi-
ence agreed that this was one of the biggest cul-
tural events in Dhaka in recent years. There was
something for everyone atAmpfest.

The art galleries at Ampfest were embellished
with arich array of dazzling paintings by 11 emerg-
ing artists who participated at the Ampart work-
shop, led by renowned artist Murtaza Bashir and
arranged by Benson & Hedges. The audience
could even have their portraits or caricatures drawn
for them while they mingled with the art community.

There was also an element of fashion at the
event: Ampfest held a fashion show where models
displayed exquisite outfits by prominent designer
outlets. The audience seemed to enjoy the show.

Although the art exhibition and fashion show
were commendable, the concert definitely walked
away with the laurels. It is very rare to have so
many stars in a single event and this rare eventwas
a spellbinder with the mesmerising performances
of the leading bands, artistes of Dhaka and two of
the subcontinent's most celebrated musical groups
Junoon and Strings.

The musical programme started two hours after
the scheduled time and the Star Search winner of
2003, Reazul commenced the show, rendering O ki
eshechey, followed by Salvation, Parthib and

Junoon wrapping up the concert

Strings performing at Ampfest

Komol winner of the Star Search 2004. Artcell
appeased the crowd with Dukkho bilash and
Odekha shorgo. However, some of audience
complained thatArtcell was not given sufficient time
onstage.

Habib, the sensational musician who made a
brilliant impact on the Bangladeshi music scene by
his unique style of fusing Bangladeshi folk tunes
with western rhythms, took the stage and capti-
vated the audience with Krishno and Maya. Local
artist, Milon Mahmud rendered the songs beauti-
fully. The audience got a wonderful surprise when
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Habib's father, renowned artist Ferdous Wahid,
performed his immensely popular number
Mamoniya. Black performed Prakritik.

Probably the biggest surprise was the dramatic
entrance of Junoon and Strings landing on the
stadium in a helicopter. This was the first time a
stunt like this ever occurred at a cultural event in
Dhaka.

LRB started their performance with Hashtey
dekho and drove the audience into a frenzy. Lead
singer and guitarist of LRB, Ayub Bachchu
enthralled the audience with a display of his guitar
skills. The audience was in for another treat. One of
the original rock icons of Bangladeshi band music
Azam Khan took the stage with Ayub Bachchu of
LRB, on the lead guitar, Fuad Naser Babu of Feed-
back was on the keyboard and Shaju of Artcell was
onthedrums.

Strings took the stage and received a warm
Dhaka welcome from the audience. They started
with a song from their very first album and then
rendered some of their popular songs like Dhaani,
Chaye chaye and Naa janey kiu. The group's
superb singing had the audience singing and
dancing along with them.

Followed by Strings, Nagarbaul got a lively
response from the crowd. Nagarbaul performed
songs like Deewana mastana and Dushtu cheler
dol.

Junoon was the last act of the musical show.
When Junoon performed Garaj baras ke, it
literally did drizzle for a few minutes. Ali Azmat,
lead singer of Junoon jokingly said "We didn't
seriously mean it when we were singing Garaj
baras ke". Junoon also performed Yaar Bina,
Yaar yahi dosti hain and a few other songs.

The crowd was exhausted by the time the
musical show was over, but this experience
would vividly remain in the minds of thousands
of music lovers for time to come.

Last Star Wars 'not for children’

The sixth and final Star Wars movie
may not be suitable for young
children, film-maker George Lucas
has said.

He told US TV show 60 Minutes
that Revenge of the Sith would be
the darkest and most violent of the
series.

"l don't think | would take a five
or six-year-old to this," he told the
CBS programme, to be aired on

rating.
films have all

ratings inthe US.

unsuitable for under-13s. It opens
inthe UKand US on May 19.

He said he expected the film
would be classified PG-13 -
roughly equivalent to a British 12A

The five previous Star Wars
carried
restrictive PG - parental guidance -

In the UK, they have all been

prequel to the original 1977 Star
Wars film - chronicles the
transformation of the heroic Anakin
Skywalker into the evil Darth VVader
as he travels to a Hell-like planet,
composed of erupting volcanoes
and molten lava.

"We're going to watch him make
apactwith the devil," Lucas said.

"The film is much more dark,
more emotional. It's much more of

less

SILVER SCREEN
Biswaroner Nodi

Bangladesh to participate at the Commonwealth film festival

CULTURAL CORREPONDENT

The Commonwealth film festival will
run from April 28 to May 09 in Man-
chester, England, in which 71
countries will participate.
Biswaroner Nodi (The River Lithe),
a short film, by N Rashed
Chowdhury, is included in the
festival among 200 films.

Director of the short film Rashed
says, "This film will compete for the
Best Short Film Award in the festi-
val. Last year, it took part in the
Kolkata International Film Festival,
India."

On the theme of the short film
Rashed said that Biswaroner Nodi
is the narrative of a woman driven
to suicide by an uncaring society,
leaving her child alone. This is a
35-minute short film made in 35-
mm format. Tania Ahmed performs
in the role of the central character
in Biswaroner Nodi. Rimjhim per-
forms as Tania's daughter. Rokeya
Prachi, Shamsul Alam Bakul and
others perform in the film.

General Secretary of Bangla-
desh Short Film Forum, Rashed,

Tania stars in Biswaroner Nodi

says "Before Biswaroner Nodi, |
made a documentary film in 2002
titted The Long Wait. And this
documentary got appreciation. Itis
a documentary on the life and work

of veteran sculptor Novera Ahmed.
Every one in the documentary are
on the lookout for Novera. But
nobody knows for sure if she is still
alive or not.

CAMPUS CHRONICLES

Jahangirnagar Theatre's
drama festival

JU CORRESPONDENT

The nine-day long drama festival,
titted Silver Jubilee Natya Parban-
2005, organised by Jahangirnagar
Theatre (JT, TSC) began recently on
the campus and will continue up to
March 17.

To celebrate the occasion, a
colourful rally, inaugurated by Pro-
fessor Selim Al Deen, was brought
out from the foot of Amar Ekushey
premises. There was also a play,
Che'r Cycle, by Bangla Theatre,
Dhaka. The venue: Muktamanch
(Amphitheatre). V C Professor
Khandaker Mustahidur Rahman and
Mamunur Rashid attended the

evening session as chief and special
guest. The JT staged the play
Barnadut on the second day of the
parban.

Court Martial, a play by Theatre
Art, Dhaka, was performed on March
11 while Prachyanat staged Gandar
the next day. The Nagarik
Natyangon, a theatre group from
Dhaka, will stage the play titled
Habuchandra Gabuchandra on
March 13 and Shangkranti, a pro-
duction by Aronyak Natyadol,
Dhaka, will be presented the follow-
ing day.

To add a distinctive touch to the
festival, the organisers have
arranged Palagaan, scheduled to be

performed by Islamuddin Palakar,
and Baul Shandhya, by the group of
Abdus Sattar Mohonto, on March 15
and 16 respectively.

The program will end with the
staging of Socrateser Jobanbondi, a
play by Drisyapot, Dhaka, on March
17.

The JT will also accord a recep-
tion to Syed Jamil Ahmad, Prof
Mohammad Zafar Igbal, Nasir Ali
Mamun and Islamuddin Palakar
before the staging of the plays. An art
exhibition for children will also be
held on March 13.

The programmes will be held at
Muktamanch.

Madhuri
Dixit
becomes
mom again

Bollywood superstar Madhuri
Dixit-Nene has given birth to a
baby boy, at a hospital in
Denver, Colorado, sources
said.

Her first son, Arin is now
two years old. Arin too was
born around the time of the
Holi festival in March, two
years ago.

Madhuri is ecstatic about
being a mom again. As per
reports, she and the baby are
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