9 Indians
engaged to
build PM's
dais held

PM's tour cancelled
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's
today's visit to Laksham in Comilla
was postpongd yesterday following
arrests of nine Indian citizens who
had been tasked by a local BNP
leader with building dais for the
PM's rally,

Special Security Forces (SSF) and
intelligence agencies amested the
Indian nationals in the early hours
yesterday for entering the country
withoutnecessarylegal documents,

The nine were remanded yester-
dayto find outwhether they had any
plans to perpetrate any act of sabo-
tage,

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia was
scheduled to address a rally at
Laksham Stadium and a local com-
munity centre today afternoon.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Reining

They have to take permission
before placing bill in JS

SHAKHAWAT LITON

The government has imposed a
restriction on the ruling BNP law-
makers asking them to take permis-
sion from the Leader of the House or
the party's parliamentary wing
before placing a private member's
billin parliament.

The law, justice and parliamen-
tary, affairs minister recently issued
the instruction and sent a copy of it
to the speaker, sparking severe
criticism from lawmakers of the
BNPaswell as other parties.

Manylegislators consider the law
minister's move as a gross violation
of the Rules of Procedure of the
Jatiya Sangsad. Anditled toaheated
debate between Law Minister
Moudud Ahmed and a ruling BNP
lawmaker at a parlinmentary body
meeting yesterday, meeting sources
said.

BNP lawmaker Abdul Mannan
said at the meeting the move is in
contradiction with parliamentary
democracy and urged the minister
to 'redefine' private members.

"The instruction differs with the
12thamendment to the constitution
through which parliamentary
democracy has been introduced,”
Mannan said.

The parliamentary standing
committee on Rules of Procedure
headed by Speaker Jamiruddin
Sircar asked the law minister to sit
with' the legislator to resolve the
issue.

But the minister refused to do so
saying he has just acted as per a
government decision. He asked the
member to raise the issue atthe BNP
parliamentary party meeting, the
sources said.

The rules of procedure of parlia-
ment say that any member, other

than a minister, is considered as a
private member and they are
allowed to place any bill on the
private members' day in the House.
The lawmakers do nol need any
prior permission from the party or
party leaderto place such bills.

The new restriction has made it
uncertain whether a number of
private member's bills that were
ready to be placed in parliament will
beplaced ornot.

Talking to The Daily Starlastnight,
Jamiruddin Sircar however said the
law ministry initiated the step to
avoid any clash between government
bills and those of private members.
"If lawmakers consult the Leader of
the House before placing private
member's bills, then there will be no
scopeforsuch aclash.”

"Due to lack of such consulta-
tion, lawmakers oftenmove to place
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Road accidents
kill nine
UNB, Dhaka

Atleastnine peopledied and 34 others
were injured in road accidents at
Tangail, Narayanganj and Keraniganj
yesterdayandon Fridaynight.

In Tangail, Sarwar Hossain, 35,
his wife and two minor daughters
died on the spot and four others
were injured when a van rammed a
tempo at Rasulpur on the Tangail-
Mymensingh highway at about
4:00pmyesterday.

The ‘injured are undergoin%
treatment at Tangail Gener
Hospital, Police seized the van, but
its drivermanaged to flee.

A report from Narayanganj said
three people died on the spot and 20
others were injured when a
Monohardi bound bus from Dhaka
plunged into roadside ditch at Banty
at about 11:00pm on Friday. The
victims could not be identified. The
injured were admitted to different
hospitalsandclinics.

In Keraniganj, two persons died
and ten others were injured when a
Shariatpur bound bus from Dhaka
skidded off the road and fell into a
ditch at Rajendrapur on Dhaka-Mawa
road atabout 11:30pm on Priday. The
victimscould notbe identified.

ACC IN MORE TROUBLE

HC asks chief to
explain his
appointment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday ordered
Justice Sultan Hossain Khan to
explain under what authority he is
functioning 4s chairman of the Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC).

The bench of Justice Shah Abu
Nayeem Muminur Rahman and
Justice Mainul Islam Chowdhury
issued the order that applies also to
the government. It is returnable in
eightweeks.

The court order came in
response to a public interest litiga-
tion (PIL) filed by Aminul Haque
Helal, a Supreme Court lawyer. The
claim challenges the November 21,
2004 appointment of Justice Sultan

Hossain Khan, a former chief elec-
tion commissioner (CEC), as ACC
chairman.

"As per article 118 of the consti-
tution, a person who has once
served as CEC is not eligible for
appointment to any post in the
service of the republic,”" Aminul
Haque said in his petition.

" He contended that Justice
Sultan's appointment as ACC chair-
man is contrary to the article as he
served the office of the CEC from
February 17, 1990 to December 24,
1990.

Besides, Justice Sultan's appoint-
ment violates also article 99 of the
constitution that prohibits a retired
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Criminal killed
in 'shootout’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An alleged 'criminal was killed in a
‘'shootout’ with police in Maghbazar
inthe early hours yesterday.

Police however claimed Abdul
Khaleq, 35, an accused in five crimi-
nal cases, was killed by bullets shot
by his accomplices.

On information, Ramna police
rushed to a lane beside Piasi
Restaurant on Tongi Diversion Road
at 2:30am to nab Khaleq, said a
police press release.

- "The police team came under fire
and retaliated,”" the press release
said, adding, Khaleq's two accom-
plices fled by, a motorcycle and
another escaped jumping over a
wall. :

*Bullets fired by the criminals hit
Khaleq all over his body, Sub-
inspector (SI) Abu Bakar in the left
leg and SI Syed Naser Ali in the right
hand," therelease added.

SI Bakar and Naser were admit-
ted to Rajarbagh Police Lines
Hospital, it said.

The police said they seized a
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PHOTO: STAR

Locals gather and watch the site of the dyeing factory flattened in a boller explosion that left at least three people dead and 50 others injured yesterday in
Uttar Kashipur of Fatullah in Narayanganj.

-3 killed,
n Narayanganj

50 hurt

boiler blast

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

At least three people including a
woman and a child were killed and
about 50 others were wounded in a

 dyaing factory. boiler explosion at
. ‘Ottar Kashipur, Fatullah'in
Na.rayanganjcarlyycstcrday

Locals said at least 13 people who
were working at the Rapid Dyeing
during the explosion, have gone
missingaftertheincident,

They alleged that the factory
owner shifted the' critically
wounded workers to some other
places,

The victims, dead and wounded,
suffered shock waves or were struck
with remains of the houses as the
severe explosion completely dam-
aged 10 to 12 semi-pucca houses,
police andlocalssaid.

The dead Tofazzel Hossain, 45,
his 12-year-old daughter Ritu and
Sheuli Begum, 25, a garmentworker,
resided innearbyhouses,

Eighteen of the wounded were
admitted to Dhaka Medical College
and Hospital (DMCH) while the rest
were treated at differentlocal clinics
andhospitals,

Fourteen of the 24 identified
wounded are relatives. of dead
Tofazzel, our Narayanganj corre-
spondentreports,

They are Tofazzel's son Shyamal,

wife Salma Begum, mother-in-law

Joygun Bibi, brother Sirajul Islam,
Sirajul's wife Roksana, sons Russell,
Masud, Shakhawat, Tofazzel's
another brother Jahangir, his sons
Mohsin and Russell, daughter
Shammi and sister-in-law Moni,
and Tofazzel's another brother
Mobarak.

Other identified wounded are
Sony, Mala, Parveen, Sumaia, Lili
Begum, Selim, Shirin, Runa, factory
workers Baset and Sohel. :

Meanwhile, our correspondent
failed to contact the owner despite
repeated attemptstill 6:00pm.
Witnessaccount
"I'woke up at about L:i45am hearing
repeated sounds coming out from
the boiler. Suddenly 1 heard a bang
and felt a huge jerk. Soon thick
smoke filled the whole area and1lost
my consciousness,” said Eti, wife of
dead Tofazzel's younger brother,
who resides in the house that also
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Saifur's salvo at
diplomats
'violating norms'

Bashes media again for false’
news to destroy image

STAFE CORRESPONDENT :

Finance Minlster M Saifur Rahmim !

yesterday blasted the news media
for publishing what he said were
false news and thus destroying the
country's imageabroad.

Besides, he accused some
unnamed foreign diplomats in
Dhaka of 'violating diplomatic
norms and getting involved in the
internal politics of the country'.

He was speaking as the chief
guestat the concluding ceremony of
the fourth International Poultry
Show and' Seminar 2005 at city's
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre.

He said that the foreign envoys
should confine their activities to
diplomatic area in accordance with
the code of conduct. But instead
they violate the code by going
beyond.

He claimed that the ‘most dam-
age' to the nation was caused by 100

t0, 150 newspapérs in the country.

‘image of the country' by publishing.
false news every day,

Saifur claimed that price hike of
essentials, especially that of rice, is
'nothing much' if it is set in the
context of the people's purchase
capacity that grew robustly over the
last two decades.

Arickshaw-pullerusedtoearnTk
7010Tk 80 a monthtwo decades ago,
whereas nowhe eamsaround Tk200.
aday, he observed.

The finance minister said that
the price of rice was Tk 12 a kg back
in 1982 and now it is Tk 15 a kg.
Should not the price of rice increase.
by Tk 3 a kg in two decades? Saifur
questioned adding that the media
does not want the farmers to get the
justprice for theirproducts.

Criticising the newsmen for
[their] too much alignment with the
political’ parties, Saifur said that
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5 years in school,
still non-

literate

Campe survey depicts dismal
education Situation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The standard of primary education
is 50 poor that even after the five-
year schooling one in every. three
children: remnains ‘non-literate’ or
‘semi-literate’, according to the
findings ofasurvey.

The survey, Education Watch
2003-04, conducted by Campaign
for Popular Education (Campe) in 10
upazilas also found one out of five
children cannot enrol in primary
schoolingwhile onein everythree of

those enrolled drops out before
completing the five-year course.

"The large majority of children,
,two out of three, mostly poor and
"disadvantaged in other ways, grow
up without basic skills and prepara-
tion for life,” read the survey report
released at a press conference yes-
terday.

Education Watch Chairperson
ANM Eusuf, Campe Director
Rasheda K Choudhury and
Education Watch Convenor
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MEDITERRANEAN TRAGEDY

Govt to track down
manpower agents

UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Minister M Morshed Khan
yesterday said the government will
track down the manpower business-
men or travel agents responsible for
the tragic deaths of 11 Bangladeshis
in the Mediterranean Sea and inhu-
mansufferings ofothers.

"They must be found' out and
punished for this horrific incident,”
he said, adding that an
interministerial meeting of the
foreign ministry, home ministry,
expatriates welfare and overseas

_ employment ministry, and the civil

aviation ministry would be called
soon to evolve an effective mecha-
nism to stop such deceitful busi-
ness.

Khan said: "If necessary, existing
laws will have tobe changed as these
illegal movements also cause prob-
lem forBangladeshin findingjobsin
legal way for Bangladeshi workers
abroad.”

He said the foreign ministry will
take necessary measures to bring all
the 15 Bangladeshis now under
treatment at Oran University
Hospital in Morocco and also the
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You've got mail

now on your Banglalink mobile

Banglalink believes in providing services to make your life easier. With
SMSemail you can send and receive emails from your own Banglalink
mobile - across the globe. No hassles of internet connections. A simple &
free registration will give you a unique email address with your Banglalink
mobile number. Get linked. Register now.

For details on how to use SMSemalil please see inside

éang/a/mé

e BT B RT freg

TK. 20 'talk time free

with all new connections
30 sec. pulse from 1st min.
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Newest network

www.banglalinkgsm.com

Banglalink network is
now available in
Dhaka, Chittagong,
Comilla, Cox's Bazar,
Khulna, Mymensingh,
Sylhet, Narayanganj,
Gazipur, Rajshahi (new)
& Bogra (new).
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