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work. The batter has the right to 
stand there." 

It was the first of two umpiring 
controversies, the other coming 
when Damien Martyn was adjudged 
leg before wicket for 32 by English 
umpire David Shepherd when 
replays showed Daniel Vettori's 
delivery hit a thick inside edge of the 
bat. 

Martyn's dismissal left Ponting 
not out 41 with nightwatchman 
Jason Gillespie yet to score. 

With little to fear from the wicket, 
Australia plundered 59 runs off the 
14 overs Chris Martin sent down 
and took 31 runs from O'Brien's six 
overs. 

However, they had trouble 
reading Vettori who ended the day 
with one for 23 off 11 overs. 

The New Zealand batsmen had 
controlled the first day and after 
resuming at 265 for three, Marshall 
and Nathan Astle carried the score 
through to 330 before Shane Warne 
broke through by bowling Marshall 
through the legs. 

Marshall's 146 was the eighth-
highest score by all batsmen on 
debut against Australia. It included 
23 fours and a straight six off Warne. 
Removing Marshall was crucial for 
Australia as their shoulders 
slumped during the 131-run fourth-
wicket partnership. 

At lunch New Zealand were 362 
for five, and just over an hour later 
they were all out. 

McGrath, who had an unflatter-
ing none for 75, started his magical 

run by having Craig McMillan 
caught behind for 13. 

When play resumed, he trapped 
Astle in front for 74, had Brendon 
McCullum caught by Justin Langer 
for 29 and took the wickets of James 
Franklin, O'Brien and Chris Martin 
cheaply, leaving Daniel Vettori not 
out on 24. 

McGrath finished with figures of 
six for 115, while Warne took two for 
112. 

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard at stumps on the sec-
ond day of the first cricket Test 
between New Zealand and Australia 
at Jade Stadium on Friday:
NEW ZEALAND: First innings 
(overnight 265-3)
Cumming c Gillespie b Kasprowicz 
74 
Fleming lbw b Warne 18 
Marshall b Warne 146 
Vincent lbw Clarke 27 
Astle lbw McGrath 74 
McMillan c Gilchrist b McGrath 13 
McCullum c Langer b McGrath 29 
Vettori not out 24 
Franklin lbw b McGrath 0 
O'Brien c Gilchrist b McGrath 5 
Martin c Gilchrist b McGrath 1 
Extras: (b-4, lb-14 w-2, nb-2) 22 
Total: (All out in 141 overs) 433 
Fall of wkts: 1-56, 2-153, 3-199, 4-
330, 5-355, 6-388, 7-403, 8-403, 9-
415, 10-433. 
Bowler O M R W
McGrath 42 9 115 6
Gillespie 29 5 87 0
Kasprowicz 25 6 85 1
Warne 40 6 112 2

Clarke 5 0 16 1 
AUSTRALIAN: First innings 
Langer b Franklin 23 
Hayden c Astle b O'Brien 35 
Ponting not out 41 
Martin lbw Vettori 32 
Gillespie not out 0 
Extras (lb-6, nb-4) 10 
Total: (For 3 wkts in 41overs) 141 
Fall of wkts: 1-48, 2-75, 3-140. 
Bowlers O M R W
Martin 14 2 59 0
Franklin 10 3 22 1
O'Brien 6 1 31 1
Vettori 11 4 23 1 
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Ronaldo 
Inter-ested?
INTERNET SOURCE

After dancing around the question 
for a while, Real Madrid superstar 
Ronaldo has conceded that he 
would gladly play for former club 
Inter Milan again.

After dancing around the ques-
tion for a while, Real Madrid super-
star Ronaldo has conceded that he 
would gladly play for former club 
Inter Milan again.

The Brazil striker has been 
mentioned as part of a swap for 
Nerazzurri young gun Adriano, but 
insists that no official discussions 
have taken place.

"I will always have Inter in my 
heart, but I've not heard these 
voices," said Il Phenomeno. "I would 
happily return but there have been 
no negotiations and no contact."

"The club have also said nothing 
about a possible Adriano bid."

FIXTURES
FA Cup quarter-finals 

Saturday: Bolton v Arsenal (1215 GMT), 
Southampton v Manchester United 
(1715 GMT) 
Sunday: Blackburn v Leicester (1305 
GMT), Newcastle v Tottenham (1600 
GMT)

AFP, London

Jose Mourinho would doubtless 
have preferred Chelsea to be still 
involved in the FA Cup for this week-
end's quarter-finals. 

But the burden of an unexpected 
weekend off will inevitably be made 
a little lighter for Mourinho and his 
squad by the prospect of kicking 
back and watching their biggest 
rivals, Manchester United and 
Arsenal, in the ignomious position of 
scrapping to keep their seasons 
alive. 

Midweek setbacks in the 
Champions League and Chelsea's 
c o m m a n d i n g  l e a d  i n  t h e  
Premiership have left the once 
dominant duo with only one shot at 
silverware between them. 

Of the two, it is Arsenal that look 
to have the tougher task this week-
end as they seek to reach the last 
four of the world's oldest Cup tour-
nament for a fifth successive year -- 
an achievement that would match 
the record set by Manchester United 
between 1962 and 1966. 

Saturday's lunchtime trip to 
Bolton will inevitably revive memo-
ries of the 1-0 defeat that Arsene 
Wenger's side suffered at the 
Reebok Stadium in January. 

It was a setback that left 
Arsenal's title defence in tatters and 
prompted Bolton boss Sam 
Allardyce to claim he had "sussed" 
how to beat the Gunners. 

Whether Allardyce, who revels in 
his side's unfashionable pedigree, 
really has uncovered a magic for-
mula for cutting fancy pants clubs 
from the capital down to size should 
be clear by early afternoon on 
Saturday. 

Arsenal's chances of proving him 
wrong have not been helped how-
ever by the fact that they will be 
missing Thierry Henry, who suffered 
a calf injury against Bayern Munich 
in midweek. 

Henry has been quick to identify 
the underlying reasons for Arsenal's 
failure to build upon last season's 
unbeaten romp to the Premiership 
title, a triumph many confidently 
predicted would carry over into a 
successful assault on Europe. 

"After what we did last year, 
everyone's expectation was to do 
better," the French striker acknowl-
edged. 

"But if you look at the money the 
club spent, we are not out there, 
even with the likes of Tottenham and 
Birmingham. I am not even talking 
about Manchester United or 
Chelsea. That is not an excuse - just 
my answer to the question. That is 
not my job - the one I have out there 
on the pitch is difficult enough." 

Arsenal  manager  Arsene 
Wenger has been forced to operate 
under financial restraints dictated by 
the club's planned move, at the end 
of next season, to a new 400-
million-pound stadium, close to their 
current base at Highbury. 

The restrictions have been in 
place for several years however -- 
the difference this year is that 
Arsenal have been less fortunate 
with injuries and have been unable 
to bring in experienced, temporary 
replacements for the likes of Sol 
Campbell, Gilberto Silva and Edu. 

Manchester United, who strug-
gled to both make and take chances 
against AC Milan in the San Siro on 
Wednesday night, will not expect 
the same level of resistance from a 
Southampton side currently cur-
rently preoccupied by their struggle 
for Premiership survival. 

But the south coast side have 
shown sides of a revival of late and 
manager Harry Redknapp will revel 
in the opportunity of repeating the 
famous FA Cup upset he inflicted on 
United in 1984, when he was man-
ager of third division Bournemouth. 

"They've got great attacking 
players and they are full of quality 
but we are playing well at the 
moment so we'll see how we go," 
Redknapp said. 

Championship side Leicester 
face Blackburn on Sunday, while 
Newcast le  are at  home to 
Tottenham. 

Leicester's chances of upsetting 
the odds could depend on Dutch 
striker Mark de Vries rediscovering 
his touch in front of goal. De Vries 
was a prolific scorer for Hearts but 
has failed to hit the net since being 
reunited with former manager Craig 
Levein in January. 

"When Craig took me to Hearts 
I'd been very close to quitting foot-
ball. It would be great to repay him 
for his faith by scoring the winner on 
Sunday." 

As well as being the only side 
from outside the top flight left in the 
competition, Leicester are the only 
side not to have lifted the trophy in 
the past. 

PREVIEW: FA CUP

This one or nothing

FIXTURES
Saturday (kick off times in GMT): 
Barcelona v Athletic Bilbao (1900), 
Malaga v Real Betis (2100) 
Sunday: Albacete v Deportivo La Coruna 
(1600), Levante v Osasuna (1600), Real 
Sociedad v Numancia (1600), Racing 
Santander v Real Mallorca (1600), Sevilla 
v Real Zaragoza (1600), Villarreal v 
Espanyol (1600), Getafe v Real Madrid 
(1800), Atletico Madrid v Valencia (2000)

AFP, Madrid

Spanish giants Barcelona and Real 
Madrid are looking to salvage 
something from the season on the 
domestic front after their midweek 
exits from the Champions League. 

For the first time in 13 years, 
there is no Spanish club in the last 
eight of Europe's top club competi-
tion and winning the Spanish title is 
the only chance of glory remaining 
for the two former Champions 
League winners. 

Barcelona have an eight-point 
cushion at the top of the table over 
their bitter rivals Real and will be 
looking to consolidate it at home to 
Athletic Bilbao on Saturday.  

"We can't repeat the same errors 
in the league," reflected Barca's 
World Player of the Year Ronaldinho 
on Thursday, thinking about what 
went wrong in their 4-2 second leg 
defeat to English Premier League 
leaders Chelsea. 

"Now we are working hard to 
recover our dignity against Athletic. 
We've been talking in the dressing 
room and we've been saying that we 
have to forget what happened in 
London and just get going again. 

"The league isn't won yet and it's 
still a very important title for all the 
fans. But we know we've got the 
quality to take it," added the 
Brazilian. 

One positive note for Barca 
coach Frank Rijkaard is that his 
players survived the battle of 
Stamford Bridge relatively intact, 

although goalkeeper Victor Valdes 
is still suffering from a strained neck. 

At least Barcelona can take 
some comfort from the fact that they 
have a big advantage at the top of 
the league. 

Real Madrid now face the pros-
pect of going two seasons without 
winning a trophy, which will inevita-
bly lead to speculation about how 
many of their 'galacticos' will be 
leaving in the summer. 

"I don't want to finish my contract 
at Real Madrid without winning a 
trophy," said David Beckham on 
Thursday. 

Beckham's time in the Spanish 
capital is currently scheduled to 
come to an end in 2007 however he 
will have the opportunity to contem-
plate whether he should leave 
sooner as he misses Sunday's 
game at Getafe through suspen-
sion. 

His absence will be a blow to the 
midfield schemes of Real coach 
Wanderley Luxemburgo as the 
England captain has been an ever-
present starter in the league since 
the former Brazil boss arrived in 
December. 

Fellow superstar Ronaldo 
believes Real can still win a record 
30th championship despite the gap, 
if only by looking at how they them-
selves threw away the title last 
season. 

"We know all too well that Barca 
can still be caught. We only need to 
look back to what happened to us 
last year," said Ronaldo, who was 
sent off late in the match against 
Juventus on Wednesday. 

The prospect of another barren 

season was weighing heavily on the 
shoulders of almost every Real 
player on their return to Madrid on 
Thursday. 

"There's double the pressure to 
win the league," commented 
England striker Michael Owen, 
another man who has been 
rumoured to be thinking about 
leaving Real at the end of the sea-
son. 

Stuggling Getafe will welcome 
Real for their first league visit with 
some pressure of their own to 
contend with. 

Goalkeeper Sergio Aragoneses 
committed a pair of horrendous 
errors to give away a brace of goals 
and two points in their 2-2 draw at 
Sevilla last Sunday. 

Aragoneses has spent all week 
contemplating whether he will be 
between the posts to face Ronaldo, 
Raul Gonzalez and the rest of the 
Real Madrid strike force. 

"Look, I wasn't so great before 
but neither was I so bad," exploded 
the under-fire Aragoneses in front of 
reporters on Wednesday. 

PREVIEW: PRIMERA LIGA

Last bite at glory

FIXTURES
(All 1400 GMT kick-off unless stated) 
Saturday: Lecce V Fiorentina (1700), 
Lazio v Inter Milan (1930) 
Sunday: AC Milan v Sampdoria, Atalanta 
v Parma, Bologna v Siena, Brescia v 
Livorno, Cagliari v Roma, Chievo v 
Juventus (1930), Palermo v Udinese, 
Reggina v Udinese 

AFP, Rome

Joint Serie A leaders AC Milan and 
Juventus switch their attention to 
the title race this weekend after 
successfully navigating their way 
into the quarter-finals of the 
Champions League with enthralling 
midweek victories over two of 
Europe's superpowers. 

On Tuesday Milan beat English 
titans Manchester United 1-0 at the 
San Siro for a 2-0 aggregate win, 
and the following day Juventus beat 
nine-time European champions 
Real Madrid 2-0 after extra time in 
Turin, sealing a 2-1 aggregate 
victory. 

This Sunday Milan face less 
illustrious opposition in the shape of 
Sampdoria, while Juventus visit 
struggling Chievo. 

Milan are looking for their sev-
enth consecutive league win, and a 
key factor behind their awesome run 
has been the form of rampaging 
wing-back Marcos Cafu. 

The Brazilian may be 34 years 
old and in the twilight of a distin-
guished career, but he has lost none 
of his enthusiasm for the game. 

"I can't wait to jump in the car in 
the morning to get to Milanello 
(Milan's training ground)," said the 

2002 World Cup winner. 
"It gives me a lift. I train all day. 

When normal training is finished I 
get a ball and practise runs and 
crosses into the area. I do loads of 
them, 100 a day." 

Sampdoria will provide stiff 
opposition for the title-holders, 
though. The Genoa club have won 
seven games away from home - a 
club record in the top flight - and 
have amassed 15 points from the 
last 18. 

Their impressive run has pro-
pelled them into third place and 
they are starting to believe that a 
place in next season's Champions 
League can be theirs. 

"Because we are so high in the 
table, many people have been 
asking me if I suffer from vertigo," 
quipped Sampdoria coach Walter 
Novellino. 

"The Champions League was a 
dream at the start of the season, 
but dreams can come true. It's a 
tall order, but we can make it 
happen." 

Novellino's team have 47 
points, 13 less than Milan and 
Juve but one more than fourth-
placed Inter. 

Sampdoria are without the 
injured trio of Stefano Sacchetti, 
Cristiano Doni and Marcello 
Cas te l l i n i ,  wh i le  European  
Footballer of the Year Andriy 

Shevchenko is still out for Milan 
after having surgery for a frac-
tured cheekbone. 

David Trezeguet, who scored 
Juve's first goal on Wednesday 
with a superb overhead kick, 
admitted his acrobatic strike went 
a long way to putting his difficul-
ties this season behind him. 

The France international has 
played only a bit-part in Juve's 
campaign, having undergone 
shoulder surgery before being 
laid low by a virus. 

"That goal has done me a lot of 
good after a difficult 12 months," 
said the 27-year-old, who is 
expected to start on Sunday in 
Verona. 

"I feel good again and I know 
that the hardest part is behind 
me." 

PREVIEW: SERIE A

Happy title rivals

AFP, Centurion

Zimbabwe staged a recovery 
against an injury-hit South African 
bowling attack on the first day of the 
second Test at Centurion Park here 
on Friday. 

With three South African bowlers 
off the field with injuries, Heath 
Streak and Andy Blignaut shared an 
unbeaten partnership of 74 as 
Zimbabwe reached 189 for seven at 
tea. 

Zimbabwe were in deep trouble 
at 115 for seven after losing three 
wickets without a run scored in 15 
balls in the early afternoon. 

But while Zimbabwe were run-
ning out of batsmen, South Africa 
were running out of bowlers. Soon 
after dismissing Elton Chigumbura, 
all-rounder Jacques Kallis left the 
field with a hip injury, joining Charl 
Langeveldt and Andre Nel in the 
dressing room. 

Langeveldt did not take the field 
after lunch because of a back injury, 
while Nel spent most of the after-
noon off the field with a hamstring 
strain. 

At one stage fitness trainer 
Adrian le Roux was a third substitute 
fielder while yet another reinforce-
ment was sought from host province 

Northerns' amateur ranks. 
The left-handed Blignaut hurried 

to his second successive half-
century, reaching the mark off 48 
balls after his defiant 61 off 58 balls 
when Zimbabwe were beaten by an 
innings and 21 runs inside two days 
in the first Test in Cape Town. 

Although not in danger of match-
ing the 54 all out which precipitated 
their first defeat, Zimbabwe seemed 
headed for another early loss after 
being sent in on an overcast day. 

South Africa were without regular 
opening bowlers Shaun Pollock and 
Makhaya Ntini. Pollock was ruled 
out by an inflamed left ankle, while 
Ntini was rested ahead of South 
Africa's tour of the West Indies 
which starts later this month. Ntini 
had played in 36 consecutive Tests 
since February 2002. 

Pollock and Ntini were replaced 
by fast bowlers Monde Zondeki, 
whose only previous Test was 
against England at Leeds in 2003, 
and Nel, who missed the first Test 
because of a hamstring strain. 

Nel and Langeveldt took the first 
two wickets, Zondeki collected his 
first two wickets in Tests and Kallis 
took three for 30. But by tea, 
Zondeki was the only pace bowler 
left on the field and skipper Graeme 
Smith had to fill up overs with his 
own off-spin and the medium-pace 
of AB de Villiers, not previously seen 

outside the nets. 

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard at tea on the first day of 
the second Test between South 
Africa and Zimbabwe at Centurion 
Park on Friday: 
ZIMBABWE: First innings 
Matsikenyeri c Smith b Langeveldt 12 
Rogers c Boucher b Nel 7 
Ebrahim b Kallis 37 
Masakadza c Smith b Zondeki 26 
Taylor b Kallis 4 
Taibu c Gibbs b Zondeki 14 
Chigumbura c sub (Phangiso) b 
Kallis 0 
Streak not out 22 
Blignaut not out 51 
Extras: (b-3, lb-7, nb-3, w-3) 16 
Total: (For 7 wkts in 57 overs) 189 
Fall of wkts: 1-15, 2-22, 3-71, 4-80, 
5-115, 6-115, 7-115. 
Bowlers O M R W
Nel 9 5 16 1
Zondeki 15 4 50 2
Langeveldt 5 1 19 1
Kallis 10 3 30 3
Smith 7 2 39 0
Boje 9 1 21 0
De Villiers 2 0 4 0 
To bat: Cremer, Mpofu. 
SOUTH AFRICA: Smith, De Villiers, 
Rudolph, Kallis, Gibbs, Prince, 
B o u c h e r ,  B o j e ,  Z o n d e k i ,  
Langeveldt, Nel. 

Zimbabwe fight back 
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INDIA: First innings (overnight 447-
6) 
Gambhir c Rana b Kaneria 41 
Sehwag c Youhana b Razzaq 173 
Dravid c Kamal b Sami 50 
Tendulkar c Kamal b Rana 94 
Ganguly c Butt b Kaneria 21 
Laxman b Kaneria 58 
Karthik c Rana b Sami 6 
Pathan st Akmal b Kaneria 13 
Balaji c Akmal b Kaneria 31 
Kumble not out 1 
Zaheer c and b Kaneria 0 
Extras: (b-1, lb-5, nb-21, w-1) 28 
Total: (All out in 147.4 overs) 516 
Fall of wkts: 1-113, 2-216, 3-334, 4-
381, 5-417, 6-444, 7-465, 8-507, 9-
516. 
Bowlers O M R W
Sami 36 6 120 2
Naved 32 1 133 1
Razzaq 26 1 107 1
Kaneria 53.4 12 150 6 
PAKISTAN: Second innings 
Butt c Karthik b Pathan 5 
Umar c and b Balaji 4 
Younis Khan b Balaji 1 
Youhana b Kumble 68 
Inzamam lbw b Kumble 86 
Kamal lbw b Balaji 48 
Razzaq not out 22 
Akmal not out 9 
Extras: (b-2, lb-10, nb-1, w-1) 14 
Total: (For six wkts in 74 overs) 257 
Fall of wkts: 1-6, 2-10, 3-10, 4-149, 
5-193, 6-243. 
Bowlers O M R W
Pathan 14 3 45 1
Balaji 17 3 67 3
Kumble 28 4 76 2
Zaheer 12 0 45 0
Tendulkar 3 0 12 0

It's India's 
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would enjoy their visit. 
Musharraf last visited India 

during a South Asian summit in July 
2001 when Singh's predecessor Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee was prime minister. 

Vajpayee's government lost in 
general elections last year. 

The Pakistani president was last 
week quoted as telling the Al-
Arabiya television network that he 
would consider going to India to 
watch his country's cricketers if 
invited. 

"I love watching sports and I also 
love cricket, but I would not go 
anywhere where I am not invited. If I 
am invited to watch cricket, I would 
consider," he said in Islamabad. 

Musharraf accepts 

McGrath gives Aussies hope 

PHOTO: COURTESY

Participants of the Summit Cup golf tournament are seen with the Chief of General Staff of  Bangladesh Army and 
vice president of Kurmitola Golf Club Major General Moeen U Ahmed (fifth from right) at the KGC course yesterday.
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ball 67 was studded with ten fours 
and one six while Mushfiq, who 
came to bat at number five, 
remained unbeaten on 62 with two 
fours and a six in 79 deliveries.

The Barisal innings was inter-
rupted by rain again and set a 
revised target of 240 in 40 overs, 
they were shot out for 99 in 26.3 
overs. Barisal skipper Hannan 
Sarkar was the top scorer with a 21-
ball 27.

Left-arm spinner Saifullah, who 
ran through the tail with 5-22 from 
7.3 overs, was adjudged-man-of-
the-match.

SYLHET-BARISAL
In-form Golam Rahman's sparkling 
76 throttled Sylhet to snatch a one-
wicket victory over Khulna in the 
day's most exciting tie at the Khulna 
Divisional Stadium.

In a single-handed battle, the 
Sylhet opening batsman who has 
already smashed two centuries in 
the first-class competition, helped 
the side survive an opening salvo by 
Mashrafee-Bin-Mortuza and reach 
161-9 in reply to the hosts' 158 all 
out.

Mashrafee, who was Khulna's 
top-scorer (31 off 32 balls) with four 
fours and one six, grabbed three 
early wickets to reduce the oppo-
nents to 30-4. 

But Rahman put on 62 runs for 
the fifth wicket with his elder brother 
Golam Mawla (18) and a further 40 
with Ezaz Ahmed to swing the 
match their way.

Having hit nine fours and one six 
in 109 deliveries, man-of-the-match 
Rahman was d ismissed by 
Mashrafee (4-25) but Ezaz's cameo 
23-ball 31 took them to 161-9 to 
topple the target in the 43rd over.

Dhaka, Rajshahi 

CHITTAGONG-DHAKA
CHITTAGONG: 198-9 in 50 overs (Aftab 
70, Ahsanullah 26; Munir 2-43, Talha 3-
33, Mahmud 2-39).
DHAKA: 201-4 in 46.4 overs (Rashedul 
71, Mehrab Jr 28,Ashraful 23, Neeyamur 
44 n.o; Ilias 2-50).
Result: Dhaka won by six wickets.
Man-of-the-match: Rashedul Haque.

RAJSHAHI-BARISAL
RAJSHAHI:  260-8 in 48 overs 
(Moniruzzaman 67, Anisur 25, Mushfiq 
62 n.o, Rosel 28; Salahuddin 2-61).
BARISAL: 99 all out in 26.3 overs (Imran 
14, Humayun 15, Hannan 27; Saifullah 
5-22). (Revised target 240 in 40 overs).
Result: Rajshahi won by 141 runs. 
Man-of-the-match: Saifullah Jem.

KHULNA-SYLHET
KHULNA: 158 all out in 47.1 overs 
(Sazzad 18, Manzarul 30, Mashrafee 31; 
Ashiqur 3-36, Nabil 2-24, Imtiaz 2-32).
SYLHET: 161-9 in 42.3 overs (Rahman 
76, Mowla 18, Ezaz 31; Mashrafee 4-25, 
Manjurul 2-27).
Result: Sylhet won by one wicket.
Man-of-the-match: Golam Rahman.

SCORES IN BRIEF

Pepsi v'ball
BDNEWS, Dhaka 

The regional championship of Pepsi 
inter-district volleyball competition 
began at the Shaheed Suhrawardy 
Indoor Stadium in Mirpur on Friday. 

On the opening day, Chittagong 
outplayed Shariatpur 3-0, Gazipur 
defeated Chandpur 3-1 and Comilla 
beat Feni 3-0. 

Summit Cup 
Golf held 
SPORTS REPORTER

Azam J Chowdhury and Fatima Matiur 
became the men's and ladies' champi-
ons of the Summit Cup Golf 
Tournament at the picturesque 
Kurmitola Golf Club course yesterday.

The two-day pro-am tournament 
was inaugurated by Maj Gen Moeen U 
Ahmed, vice-president of the KGC 
and Chief of General Staff of 
Bangladesh Army. 

The tournament was participated 
by 338 participants including 18 lady 
golfers.

M Aziz Khan, Chairman of Summit 
Group of Companies, attended the 
prize-giving function later in the eve-
ning.

PHOTO: COURTESY

National cricket coach Dav Whatmore, Bangladesh captain Habibul Bashar and senior cricketer Mohammad Rafique 
look at sneakers of world famous brand Reebok at its new outlet, which was inaugurated at the Bashundhara City 
shopping mall yesterday.
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In the 1990s Kasparov set up the 
Association of Chess Professionals 
(ACP) along with other international 
Grand Masters who were in dis-
agreement with the official FIDE. 

"It is difficult to take such a deci-
sion (to quit) because I have reached 
the summit due to my passion for 
and love of chess," said the cham-
pion, adding that chess was going 
through a period of crisis and his 
departure might enable other play-
ers to wrestle with the problem. 

"I believe that the only way I can 
help is to withdraw," he declared, 
admitting that he had not been able 
to recompose the world of chess. 

Kasparov indicated that he would 
now devote himself to writing and to 
Russian politics. 

Checkmate 
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Parag (6.5 points), FM Abu Sufian 
Shakil, Syed Mahfuzur Rahman (5 
points), FM Rezaul Haque of Biman, 
Mainuddin Ahmed, Hasan Imam (4 
points), Uten (3.5 points) and 
Palash (3 points). 

In other last round games, 
Reefat drew with Rakib, Rajib drew 
with Amin, Reza beat Mahfuz, 
Mainuddin drew with Shakil, Hasan 
beat Uten and Parag got walkover 
against Niaz.

ROLL OF HONOR
(Last ten years) 
1995  Reefat Bin Sattar
1996  Ziaur Rahman 
1997  Enamul Hossain
1998  Ziaur Rahman 
1999  Ziaur Rahman
2000  Reefat Bin Sattar 
2001  Ziaur Rahman
2002  Ziaur Rahman 
2003  Reefat Bin Sattar
2004  Ziaur Rahman
2005  Ziaur Rahman

Zia finishes 

Marshall's feat 
AFP, Christchurch

Novice New Zealand Test batsman 
Hamish Marshall can claim a world 
record following his 146-run innings 
in the first Test against Australia 
here Friday. 

When he was bowled between 
the legs by Shane Warne, as New 
Zealand were dismissed for 433 on 
day two of the match, it left Marshall 
with an average of 127.5 from three 
Tests after scores of 40 not out on 
debut in Johannesburg in 2000, and 
69 in Chittagong last year. 

The previous highest Test aver-
age was 112 by West Indian Andy 
Ganteaume, who had just one Test 
innings against England in Trinidad 
in 1948. 

Third on the list is the great 
Australian Don Bradman, who 
averaged a more genuine 99.94 
from 52 Tests. 

Marshall batted 338 minutes, 
faced 256 balls and hit 23 fours and 
a six before Warne turned one 
sharply out of the rough and it hit 
middle stump to end a fourth wicket 
stand of 131 with Nathan Astle. 

The innings was the equal fifth 
highest by a New Zealander against 
A u s t r a l i a ,  a l o n g s i d e  M a r k  
Greatbatch's 146 not out in Perth in 
1989-90. 

The record is Martin Crowe's 188 
in Brisbane in 1985-86. 

Marshall's innings was also the 
eighth highest debut innings against 
Australia by all batsmen. 

CCI honours 
Major  
AFP, Mumbai 

Former British prime minister John 
Major was on Friday made an 
honorary life member of the Cricket 
Club of India, one of the country's 
legendary sporting institutions. 

Major, a self-confessed cricket 
fanatic, was also presented a silver 
plate brought out by the club in 2000 
on the occasion of current superstar 
Sachin Tendulkar's 100th Test 
match played at The Oval ground in 
London.  Friday. 
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