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Evicted families want rehabil

SABRINA KARIM MURSHED

Nine families that had lived inside the pre-
mises of Dhakeshwari Temple for nearly
two decades were evicted from the temple
in December last year and have been living
in uncertainty since.

At least 70 people belong to those nine
families. They claimed that the Mahanagar
Sarbajanin Puja Committee and Bangla-
desh Puja Udjapon Parishad in the name of
beautification for the since-postponed
Saarc summit evicted them.

"We only succeeded in renting a room
when my weeping daughter grabbed the
landlady's feet. No one was willing to take

us in after the eviction," said Tulsi
Mukharjee.

"They forced us to vacate the premises
after giving each family one lakh Taka with-
out ensuring proper rehabilitation. But we
have nowhere else to go. This is our ances-
tral home," said one member of an evicted
family who went on to claim that their forefa-
thers had lived there for more than a hun-
dred years.

The families now live scattered in nearby
areas like Sheikh Sahib Bazar and Azimpur.
Some of them have managed to rent rooms
but most of them had to take shelter in
houses of relatives.

"We have rented a medium-size room for

3,000 Taka a month. But it is becoming
harder to provide that money. We also live
in anxiety and unease as we have been
asked not to perform any puja or other
religious rituals," said Tulsi.

The families admitted that they were
asked to move into the new five storeyed
building inside the temple's premises. "But
they (the authorities concerned) had allot-
ted only one room per family with only two
toilets for all the nine families. We could not
acceptit," said one of the sufferers.

Secretary general of Mahanagar
Sarbajanin Puja Committee Manindra
Kumar Nath told The Daily Star that the
families were offered only a temporary shel-
ter in the new building which is not a residen-
tial facility. He said the committee could
provide no rehabilitation as it lacked the
money and space.

"These people have lived illegally inside
the temple's premises for around 16 years.
That destroyed the sanctity of temple. We
have been receiving negative reviews from
even tourists because of their presence,"
said Nath.

He added that the committee gave them
shelter on humanitarian considerations
when they were evicted from a nearby
slum.

Nath also denied that the families had
been driven out forcibly. "They had
accepted the one lakh Taka compensa-
tion per family in the presence of the
Mayor. At that time they agreed not to
stake any claim regarding the area. But
now they are trying to make an issue out
of it," said Nath.
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The Dhakeswari Temple is being renovated and beautified (above) at the cost of eviction of the families that lived on the premises for long (left).

CC community centres in shabby state

The Lalbagh Community Centre, one of the 39 under the DCC in its shabby outlook.

CITY CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) has 39
community centres in the city but people
are reluctant to use these centres for
holding any social function due to lack of
necessary facilities and maintenance.

Most of the community centres are
now in a shabby condition as the DCC
has not taken any step to renovate the
centres foralong time.

Although hiring a DCC community
centre is cheaper than a private one,
DCC s failing to attract people.

"Only those who cannot afford private
community centres opt for the DCC
centres," commented Zahirul Alam, a
resident of Nababganj.

DCC has six community centres in
zone-1, eightin zone-2, eleven in zone-3,
three each in zone-7 and 9, two each in
zone-4,5and 6, and one in zone-8.

The rent of these centres range from
Tk 1,000 to Tk 2,900. This charge is only
for using the community hall and there
are additional charged for dining chairs,
tables, utensils, decorative lights, pandal
and portal.

Arranging a function at Paltan Com-
munity Centre costs Tk 17,500 where
250 guests can dine at a time, said the
DCC caretaker at the centre.

"Even then it is cheaper. The private
centres charge at least Tk 35,000 only for
hall. The additional expenses make it a
minimum of Tk 50,000," said
Akhlakuddin, a resident of Moha-
mmadpur.

The rent of these centres range from Tk
1,000 to Tk 2,900. This charge is only for
using the community hall and there are
additional charged for dining chairs,
tables, utensils, decorative lights, pandal

and portal.

None of the DCC community centres
have air-conditioning facility that discour-
ages people to hire these centres espe-
cially during summer.

"Air-conditioning system is necessary
for any social function where large num-
ber of people gather," said Shahidul
Alam, aresident of Naya Paltan.

Even the DCC centres do not have
adequate number of electric fans and
bulbs. "Recently our officials inspected
some centres and found ceiling fans left
with a single or two blades," said a DCC
official.

The toilets in the DCC community
centres are the shabbiest. Most of the
washbasins are broken. The utensils are
old, dirty and almost unusable.

Some of these centres face problem
due to lack of manpower. Only three
cleaners are there in Fazlul Karim Com-
munity Centre on English Road. They
also work as security guards of the cen-
tre.

Another discouraging factor is the
locations of these centres. Some of
the centres are situated in narrow
lanes where there is no parking facil-
ity.

"People find it inconvenient as they
cannot bring cars to such centres, like
Siddigbazar Community Centre," com-
mented a DCC official.

When asked, the officials at the social
welfare department of DCC admitted that
the community centres cannot attract
people.

"It is a service-oriented and non-
profitable job of DCC and we want to serve
people at low cost," said one of the high
officials at the department. "But we lack
funds to renovate these centres," he
added.

The official said DCC does not earn
much from the centres. This year the
community centres received more allo-
cation inthe DCC budget.

OURIER SERVICES

usefultelephonenumbers

International

Air Borne Express- 9561371,
9561372, 9550724

Air Couriers Int'l (BD) Ltd.-
8815970

Aramex International Courier-
9558003, 9559582, 9565075
Airspeed Express- 9563494
Asian Courier Services Ltd.-
8313543

Baishakhi Gourier Service-
9558606

Banmgladesh Express Co. Ltd.-
9565114

Bangladesh Courier Sercive-
9563989

Bengal Express- 9560642,
9552666

Bangladesh Int'l Courier- 953636
Continental Service Ltd.-
9552948, 9558425

DHL Worldwide Express-
9881703-7, 9886305-9, 9882057
Enem Express- 9330699

Fedex Bangladesh Express Co.
Ltd- 9565114

Modhuban Courier Service-

9550884

Overseas Courier Service-
9352431, 8321169

Pacific Courier- 9568446
Reliance Express Service-
9558515, 7110249

Sky International service-
9660442

Skynet world Wide Express-
9558062,9560258, 7114787,
7113184

TNT Express- 9566662, 9558239,
8618155

Union Courier Service- 9341722
United Parcel Service Air alliance
Ltd- 8826429, 8810223

National

Asian courier Service Ltd-
8313543

BAE- 9884851

Central Courier Service- 9881118
Confidence Courier Service Ltd.
9567036

Chisty Courier- 7110177-9,
Cosmopol Services- 9552793,
9557975

Dhaka Courier Services- 7236222

Dolphin Courier- 9558802
Dreamland Courier Service-
9550326, 9566975

Pioneer Courier Services-
9561727, 9569759

Probashi Courier Services-
9346359

Rainbow Express Parcel Services
Ltd.- 8322773, 8315703
Reliance Express Services-
9558515, 7110249

Sundarban Courier Services-
9551984, 9556189, 9551656
Sunrise Courier Services-
9568751

World Runner Express Ltd.
9112068, Fax - 880-2-9112068

TIPS

Do you know according
to Dhaka City
Corporation, you must
deposit your waste at the
collection site between
4pm

and 10pm

Libraries, Cultural and
Information Centers

Central Public Library- 8626001-4,
Shishu Academy- 9564128
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673
Bangla Academy- 8619550

Islamic Foundation- 9550280, 955640
The American Centre (IRC)-8813440-
4,9886395

The Nazrul Institute- 9114602

Ford Foundation- 8116133

Alliance Francaise- 8611557

British Council- 8618867-8,
8618905-7

Community Development Library-
8113769, 8113604

Goethe Institute Int’l- Dhaka-
9126525-6

Indian Information Centre & Cultural
Library- 8850141, 8850142

The Russian Cultural Centre-
9116314, 9118531, 9118314

Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125,
8112954, 8123412
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Museum and Zoo Bus No. Route Starts from
National Museum- 8619396-9 1 GuI!stan-Shahbagh-BangIamotor-Farmgate-M!rpur 10, 11,12 Gola? Shah Ma.zar
. 2 Gulistan-Shahbagh-Banglamotor-Farmgate-Mirpur 1, 2 Phoolbaria bus station
Open: 10.am 5 pm, Friday 3 3 Gulistan-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Mahakhali-Airport-Azampur Phoolbaria bus station
pm- 8 pm, Thursday closed 4 Shyampur-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Airport-Tongi Shyampur
Muktijuddha Jadughar- 5 Sayedabad-Kamalapur-Motijheel-Airport-Joydebpur-Gazipur Sayedabad
9559091 6A Kamalapur-Motijheel-Gulistan-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Gulshan 1, 2 Kamalapur
Open: 10:30 am 6:30 pm, 6B Kamalapur-Motijheel-Gulistan-Maghbazar-Nabisco-Gulshan 1, 2 Kamalapur
Sunday Closed 6C Motijheel Shapla chattar- Malibagh- Farmgate- Gulshan 2 Motijheel Shaplachattar
Bangabandhu Smiti Jadughar- 7 Sadarghat-Gulistan-Maghbazar-Nabisco-Gulshan 2 Sadarghat
8110046 8 Chittagong-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Asad Gate-Kalyanpur-Gabtoli Chittagong Road
Open: 10 am 5 pm, Wednesday 9 Demra Rani mahal-Motijheel-Kalbagan-Shyamoli-Mirpur 1, 10, 11, 12 Demra Ranimahal
closed 10 Sadarghat-Gulistan-Kakrail-Malibagh-Rampura-Biswa Road-Tongi Bridge Sadarghat
Ahsan Manzil 1 Sayedabad-Motijheel-Fakirapool-Maghbazar-Mohakhali-Tongi Bridge Sayedabad
11/A  Sayedabad-Khilgoan-Malibagh-Rampura-Airport-Tongi Bridge Syedabad
Open: 10.am 5 pm, Friday: 3 12 Shanir Akhra-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Asadgate-Mohammadpur Shanir Akhra
pm - 7 pm, Thursday Closed 13 Motijheel-Shahbagh-New Market-Jhigatola-Shangkar-Mohammedpur Motijheel
Shishu Jadughar- 9666466 14 Signboard -Motijheel-Shahbagh-New Market-Shyamoli-Mirpur 1, 12 Signboard (Chittagong Road)
Open: 10 am- 6 pm, Sunday 15 Chittagong Road-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Mirpur 12 Chittagong Road
Closed 24 Gulistan-Maghbazar-Mohakhali-Airport-Uttara-Bipile Gulistan
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