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A homage to Abdul Latif

Exhibitions

Title: Paintand Pixel

Artist: NaziaAndaleeb Preema
Venue: La Gallery, Alliance Francaise
Date: March 03-14, From 9am to 12pm
and 5pmto 8pm

Title: Faces

Artist: Arhamul Hug Chowdhury
Venue: Essentials, House 20, road 24,
Block K, Bonani

Date: March 03-11, from 10am to 6pm

Title: Craft & Art of Clay Exhibit
Photographer: Tayabuzzaman Topu
Venue:Art & Soul Gallery

Time: March 04-13, from 11pmto 8pm

Title: Chitrakabya

Photographer: Abdullah-Al-Masum
Venue: BPS Gallery, House
63/2,Science Laboratory Road

Time: February 11-March 11, from
10amto 8pm

Folk Festival

Title: Lokokarushilpa Mela O Lokojo
Utshab 2005

Organiser: Ministry of Cultural Affairs
Venue: Sonargaon atNarayanganj
Date: February 25-March 17

Film Screening

L Gaidai Retrospective
Organiser: Dhaka Film Society
Venue: Russian Centre of Science and
Culture, House 510, Road 7,
Dhanmondi

Schedule

March 07

04:00 pmThe Diamond Arm

06:00 pmEvan Vassilyevich Changes
His Profession

French New Wave Film Festival
Organiser: Zahir Raihan Film Society
Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26, Mirpur
Road, Dhanmondi

Time: March 06-16

Schedule

March 07

05:00pm  Betty

07:00pm  BedlsaBedofRoses
March 08

05:00pm  The Ladyand the Duke
07:00pm  Goodbye! Children
March 09

05:00pm  TheAviator's Wife
07:00pm  Dayfor Night

March 13

05:00pm  The Incorrigible
07:00pm  Confidentially Yours
March 14

05:00pm  And Now, Ladies and
Gentlemen
07:00pm
March 15
05:00pm The Beautiful
Troublemaker!

Deathina French Garden

March 16

05:00pm  HeartBeat
07:00pm  FirstName: Carmen
Musical Soiree

Title: Tomari Tulona Tumi
Organiser: Panchashwar

Artist: Shumon Chowdhury, Nasima
Shahin, Farhana Akhtar, Shumon
Majumdar, Jannat-E-Ferdous,
Mamun Zahid Khan

Venue: Goethe Institut, House 10,
Road 9, Dhanmondi

Date: March 11, at7pm

Film Screening

Organiser: Indian Cultural Centre
Venue: Indian Cultural Centre, House
25, Road 96, Gulshan-2

Date: March 03-10, at 6:00pm
everyday

Schedule

March 07Taal

March 10Swades

March 14Raaz

March 17Veer Zaara

March 21Goopy Gyne Bagha Byne
March 24Footpath

The man of indomitable spirits

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

few years back, prominent cultural
figures from Dhaka, hailing from Barisal,

were invited over for the centennial

celebration of Brojo Mohon College

known as BM College. The ship was to start at 6
pm and we hurried for the Sadarghat termi-
nal. Everyone seemed in a jovial mood. Abdul
Latif, Papya Sarwar, Jewel Aich, Khairul
Alam Shobuj, Nawazish Ali Khan, KS Firoze,
Latifa Helen and myself could barely conceal
our excitement as we boarded the ship.
Chandradweep, an organisation of Barisal,
had arranged this memorable programme.
That trip now seems all the more significant
as this was the last time | had the opportunity

to interact with Abdul Latif, whom
tionately called Latif bhai.

When | first met him it was sometime
around the 1960s. The then-president of
Pakistan, Ayub Khan was to pay a visit to the
Dhaka radio station at Shahbagh.
preparations were underway to put up an
impressive show. As the youngest group of
artistes at the station, we were also preparing
for a live performance and would train under
Latif bhai. The ever-jovial Latif bhai was to
teach us rhymes and spiritual songs.

On weekends we used to rehearse at the
big studio no. 6 at Shahbagh. Eminent com-

posers Abdul Ahad, Samar Das and

would also train us for the final show.

The spirited Latif bhai was a wizard with
children's songs. It was a familiar sight to see
him in his white pyjama and punjabi, a ciga-
rette at the corner of his mouth, riding his
Vespa to work. Tora chashney kichhu karo
kachhey Khodaar rohom chhara (Depend on
no one but God), Imaan ekota srinkhola ei
niye shudhu potho chola, the rhythmic songs
Laal jhuti
kakatua, Jhor elo elo jhar, Ailo deya nishaley

Ek shiyaley randhey barey,

and many more were composed in

simple form to match the spirit of the young

singers.

His onstage performances never failed to
captivate us. He sang as he spoke, with a
booming voice, and in high spirits. He was
equally emotional, pious and sensitive. His
tunes were varied but always had a touch of

popularly

we affec-

Massive

Abdul Latif alongside his prestigious awards

the folk element. He was also a master in
Puthi paath, the traditional art of reciting folk
tales--hardly heard nowadays.

He had the amazing ability to write lyrics
and compose tunes at a moment's notice.
The story runs that one of his timeless songs
was written in a similar fashion. While on his
way to office he had a sudden inspiration to
write a song on the Language Movement. He
hurriedly came back home. With a piece of
paper, he scribbled the words Ora Amaar
Mukher Kotha Kaira Nitey Chaay (They want
to snatch away the language of my forefa-
thers). This was in the year 1952. The song
was soon on everyone's lips, the message of
the song forthright and strong.

Rathindranath Roy would often sing the
song at the programmes of Ekushey. The
emotionally packed song would evoke pas-
sion amongst the audience every time. Abdul
Alim's most popular numbers Duarey
aishachhey palki, Porer jaga porer jomin, and
many more incomparable songs were com-

Latif bhai

the most

PHOTO: STAR

posed by Abdul Latif. On the whole Abdul
Latif composed over 1500 songs.

He was also a mentor to eminent artistes
such as Ferdousi Rahman, Nina Hamid,
Indramohon Rajbansi, Rawshan Ara Masud,
Mina Borua and many more.

Latif bhai denied the Tamghay title the
Pakistan government had bestowed on him.
He was honoured with Ekushey Padak in
1979 and the Swadhinota Padak in 2002.

Latif bhai met with an accident sometime
back. Later on his health started failing. His
voice choking with emotion, he would tear-
fully glance at the harmonium, unable to sing
his favourite songs.

On the whole, however, Latif bhai was a
content man. He was bestowed with numer-
ous awards for his outstanding contribution
to music, but through it all, he managed to
secure the most prized award of all--a place in
the hearts of his countrymen.

Shilu Abed Karushilpa Purushkar '05
Golden fibre shines brighter

AFSAR AHMED

In a world slowly being choked by
artificial products, the nature's
"golden fibre"--jute--brings the
breath of pure freshness. Its silky
lustre, high tensile strength,100
percent biodegradability and
environment friendliness make it
one of the most useful natural
fibres of not only Bangladesh but
also globally.

The jute industry is one of the
oldestin Bangladesh. Now the time
has come for this fibre to be
adapted in innovative product
lines. As in previous years, to
recognise the masters of jute
crafts, Shilu Abed Karushilpa
Awards 2005 were given to four
craftspeople on March 5 at the
Brac Centre. Instituted in the
memory of Shilu Abed, the founder
of Aarong, the programme was
organised by the National Craft
Council of Bangladesh (NCCB).

NCCB in association with the
Shilu Abed Trust has been award-
ing the craftspeople of the country
since 1998.

Fazle Hasan Abed, chairperson
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ethnic blend, Satkheera's Sakhina
Begum for the fusion of trendy
traditional bags and Tangail's
Maleka Begum for Shika.

However, the artists' path to
success was not easy. Take the
case of Jahanara, a widow with two
infants, who has put in years of
struggle to attain today's position.
"Now around 40 other women are
working with me. And | really want
to do something for the distressed
rural women who are in a vulnera-
ble condition," said Jahanara.

"There was a time when the jute
artisans had to struggle a great
deal, but through perseverance
and dedication their aesthetic
sense has created these success
stories," said Ruby Ghuznavi,
president of NCCB.

Needless to say, jute handicraft
items are very much in vogue now.
A luxurious range of home decor
products made of jute was dis-

recipients of the awards

played after the award ceremony.
NCCB announced that the next

of Brac, handed over the awards to
the winners. This year's best craft-
artist award was given to Tangail's

Jahanara Akhter, who makes

beautiful Shika (pot hanger made
of plaited jute fibre). Special acco-
lades went to Savar's Ali Akbar for
his exquisite jute floor rugs with

year's awards will be given for
excellence in jewellery craftsman-
ship.

India ushers in its first |dol
Abhijeet takes the laurels

KARIM WAHEED

After almost five months of drama,
emotional outbursts and nail-biting
suspense, India has its first ever
Indian Idol. On Saturday night with
millions of viewers glued to the TV,
Abhijeet Sawant was crowned
Indian Idol after he fought it out with
Amit Sana to end a countrywide
search for a singing sensation.

Modelled after the popular show
American Idol, the show was judged
by renowned choreographer and film
director Farah Khan, music director
Anu Malik and playback singer Sonu
Nigam.

Hours before the big night, both
Indian Idol finalists Amit Sana and
Abhijeet Sawant had no time to
ponder about their fate. They just
wanted to get some rest. Sawant has
been extremely unwell and in pain.
He has been diagnosed with a stone
in his kidney. Popping painkillers, he
was determined to flash his hall-
mark smile.

The treatment is on hold till next
week.

Sana, on the other hand, was
struggling to keep his eyes open.
The last few days before the grand
finale had been an arduous jour-
ney for both - travelling, round-the-
clock rehearsals for the finale
besides the music sessions.

The grand finale was held at the
Famous Studio in south Mumbai
and telecast on Sony Entertainment
Television. All 11 finalists reunited
for the final two-hour show of the
talent hunt that began in October
2004 with over 21,000 aspirants.

After a number of performances
from both finalists, Abhijeet was
declared the winner. Abhijeet, a local
of Mumbai, bagged a Rs 1 crore
($229,000) contract with Sony
Entertainment TV. He also won a
luxury car and a weeklong holiday
with his family in Switzerland. The
son of a Mumbai civil officer,
Abhijeet, used to sing in an orches-
tra to supplement his family's
income. A simple boy with a disarm-
ing smile had transformed into a

Abhijeet Sawant

sizzling performer.

Amit seemed to accept his defeat
graciously and applauded
Abhijeet's triumph.

In this most entertaining of
clashes, clinched by the whims of
millions of viewers who watched the
performances on TV and then
dialled in or sent SMSs to vote, both
the finalists brought their own
armory of songs.

Over 30 million SMSs were sent
in the run-up to the final, the organ-
isers said. The program got an
unprecedented viewership for Sony
Entertainment Television.

Abhijeet is now looking forward to
participate in the World Idol contest.
This Idol expects to keep his fans
entranced with his remarkable vocal
skills.

Theatre personalities meet the audience
Crosscurrents on theatre

ERSHAD KAmMoOL

On February 4, Theatrewala, a
magazine on theatre, organised a
gathering of acclaimed stage play-
wrights and directors of the country-
- Abdullah Al Mamun, Mamunur
Rashid, Ataur Rahman, Aly Zaker,
Selim Al Deen, Nasiruddin Yousuff
and Syed Jamil Ahmed at the
Experimental Theatre. However,
playwright Syed Shamsul Hagq,
could not attend the meeting. After
an introduction of the neo-theatre
movement in post-Independence
Bangladesh, the veteran theatre
personalities had a dialogue with
theatre goers.

The meeting began with Abdullah
AlMamun's response to a question
posed by a member of the audi-
ence. Later, Nasiruddin Yousuff
turned the session to a new discus-
sion-- the social, political and
economical impact on theatre.
Mamunur Rashid, Syed Jamil
Ahmed, Ataur Rahman and Aly
Zaker expressed their own views
on this subject.

The renowned theatre personalities
enthusiastically discussed the vari-
ous aspects of theatre-- crises, form

and others. In an interesting three-
hour long discussion session, the
directors and playwrights evaluated
each other's views and gave counter
argumentto each views.

However there were some draw-
backs. For instance, in the discus-

sion session the participants
focused on so many aspects that it
was impossible to arrive at a solution
in a short span of time. Theatrewala
could have arranged such

programmes in at least three ses-
sions so that these renowned per-
sonalities could come to a consen-
sus on theatre issues. Moreover, it
would make sense for Theatrewala
to include designers in these types
of sessions.

In coming August, Theatrewala is
set to arrange another session,
including the playwrights, directors
and designers of the new produc-
tions.
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TV GUIDE

oftheatre, current trend of our theatre

All programmes are in local time. The
Daily Star will not be responsible for
any change in the programme.

+ News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am.
7:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30, 12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00
pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pmand 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadlines(Bangla) at 5:30 pm. 7:30
pm.

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30
pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30
pm.

BBC WORLD

Every hour on the hour
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