No salary for

BTRC staff as

5top posts
remain vacant
STAR REPORT

Officials and employees of
Bangladesh Telecommunications
Regulatory Commission (BTRC)
couild not draw their salaries for the
month of February in absence of its
chalnnana.nd commissioners.

- Top five posts of the telecom
regulator have remained vacant

since lastimonth and there is still no

e y for appointment to those
pbsts sourcessaid.
e Keepi.ng such posts vacant for

_Jover a month is contrary to the

y'sTelecomn Actthatinsists on.
! t against any vacant
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CoURT CORRESPONDENT
A Dhaka court while passing judge-

wment in the Kuril arms and explo-

sives haul case yesterday described
the investigation as flawed and
inadequate in trncmg the source of
thearms.

Judge Mohammad Abu Hanif of
the Speedy Trial Tribunal-3' jailed
two people for 31 years and acquit-
ted three others. The convicls are

Azizur Rahman alias Rubel and
Mehedi Hassan Manik, while the
acquitted are Jahangir, Shamsul
Alam alias Nuru, and Mokbul
Hossain alias Mulkul,

Rubel and Manik were presentin
the court, while the rest were triedin
absentia.

Police seized four AK47 rifles, 930
rounds ofammunition, two foreign-
made revolvers, seven revolver
bullets, 20 grenades, two 2kg of
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Court finds Kuril
arms probe flawed

2 get 31 yrs, 3 acquitted

plastic explosive bombs, four time-
bombs, half a kilogram of gunpow-
der, six electric detonators, four-
and-a-halfyards of detonation wire,
two firing devices with a charger,
two time devices and a walkie-talkie
from a signboard shop at the city's
Kuril Badda on November 29, 2003.
Theyalso arrested Rubel and Manik,
owner of the signboard shop, at the
scene.
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PINAKI ROY

Bricks are made for building. Butthe
country's brick kilns are churning

out the basic ingredients for con-
' ‘struction in a way that is doing more

harmthangood.

The government recently
ordered the brick kiln owners' to
raise their chimneys to a height of
120 feet in'a move to limit the kilns'
destructive pollution emissions.

But on a' visit to' a village in
Gazipur, where brick kilns have
sprung up like mushrooms, this
correspondent found that the min-
igtty of Environment and’ Foresrs

improve the environment.

I cannot cultivate any vegeta-
bles here anymore where the airis so
polluted. Last year | sowed some
pumpkin seeds inmy yard but could
nol produce a single one,” said
Jobed Ali, a farmer of Katka village of

§ - Gazipur where hundreds of brick
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lows of smoke spiral skyward from chimneys of brick kilns in Aminbazar yesterday, spelling grave environ-

éntal ha:ards

kilns arelocated.

He even said that the greenery
has disappeared from his village
because of the harmful emissions
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2003 directive had done Little tuhe]p'

‘l‘hL% ‘National Narcotics Control

3pard (NNCB), whichis supposed to
‘provide policy direction to the
Dépanmcm of Narcotics Control,
has ‘apparently become non-
nal crmplmg the anti-

narcotics driveacross the country,

The high-powered NNCB was
supposed to meet quarterly, but did
notsitinlasttwo years.

The government enacted laws in
1990 setting up the Department of
Narcotics Control (DNC) and formed
a national Narcotics Control' Board

arcotics guardians g0
'.to long hlbernatlon

(NNCB) in 1998 to provide policy
direction towards the intervention
programme undertaken by the DNC.
But, all the government's efforts
have been proved inadequate and
ineffective due to rampant corrup-
tion and ignorance of the officials
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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Jamaat leader's
diatribe against
The Daily Star

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As The Daily Star runs regular
reports on religious militants, its
editor along with other like-minded
editors should' be quizzed about
Bangla Bhai and Abdur Rahman,
said Assistant General Secretary of
Jamaat-e-Ilslami Md
Kamaruzzaman yesterday.

"How, do they know so much
about them while we don't know
anything," Kamaruzzaman asked at
a rally organised by the city Jamaat
to protest the anarchycreated by the
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Search offices

of Jamaat,
Shibir

Amini responds to govt's
Kawami madrasaraid |

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Islami Qikya Jote (IO]) Clmirms.n
Fazlul Huq Aminee expressed his
indignation yesterday over the
searching of Kawami madrasas by
intelligence agents and demanded”
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ASHIQUR RAHMAN

that similar actions be taken against
the Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh and 4
its. student wing Islamic Chhatra" =
Shibir,

"Why should they only seard:l
Kawami madrasas? They had better
search Jamaat-Shibir offices,”
Aminee, whose party is a component
of the four-party ruling coalition that
also includes Jamaat, told The Daily
Starbytelephoneyesterday.

‘As the Dhaka Water and Sewerage
Authority (Wasa) digs deeper into
the ground 'in search of extractable
water, as part of a new high depth
tubewell initiative, the conse-
quences for the environment and
the public are becoming more and
more grave, a WASA official ‘and an
expertwarned.

Dr ANH ﬁ_.khter Hossain,

Managing Director of Wasa, said a
total of 10 tubewells of a 1,000-foot
depth have already been installed
recently in the city's Mirpur area,
with 35 more to be installed in the
near future,

Wasa authorities have been
compelled to undertake such an
initiative because the existing 1,500
wells, whose depth reaches only 600
feet, canno longer extract water due
toa serious depletion of the under-

A destructive dig for
deeper waters

‘Wasa starts installing 1,000t tubewells in Dhaka,
-experts warn of ominous consequences

Y CHANGHONG

29" |
Pure Flat

Dhaks: B410163, 5852192,

TRANSCOM. cests Chitagony. 637659

CLECTRONICS

ground waterlevel, he pointed out.
Other Wasa officials have
asserted, however, thatWasawill not
be able to keep the number of 1,000+
foot tubewells under 45, and may
continue to increase the number by

anindefinite amountinthe future,
The move has caused concern
both within and outside of Wasa,
withofficials ofthewate:\mthoﬁncs
as well as experts: saying it could
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Historic March 7
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the historic March 7, the
day when Bangabandhu Sheikh

Pakistan junta, setting the tone for
the 1971 War of Liberation:

On this day in 1971,
Bangabandhu delivered his historic
speech before a capacity crowd at
Dhaka's Suhrawardy Udyan (then
Race Course Maidan).
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Mujibur Rahman, father of the | STAFF CORRESPONDENT
nation, called upon Bangalees to ] ;
-wage a decisive struggle against the | Both theruling and the main oppo-

sition' parties have taken to the
streets ignoring their responsibility
to make the Jatiya Sangsad a centre
ofall political activities.

As the BNP has announced

political programmes such asrallies
in the face of the main opposition
Awami League's streel agitation, its

JS 1n crisis as BNP
AL turn to streets

lawmakers are now busy with the ;

party programimnes.

Most lawmakers of the ruling
alliance are avoiding parliamentary
proceedings to take part in party

-

.

programmes, resulting in almost :

regularquorumcrisisinthe House.
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia is
also busy with different political

programmes and she does not :
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BNP urges AL

 to join Sangsad
! Asksittoshunpolitics

ofanarchy®

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

i Leaders of' ruling T'BanJgIhdesh
- Nationalist Party yesterday from a

rally in the capital asked opposition

: Awami League to join the parlia-

ment shunning the “politice of
anarchyon the st

Addressing the ! m]ly called o
protest against 'anarchic polifies’,
BNP Secrelary G pral g\hdu]_
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