JMJB waits for
patrons' signal
to re-emerge

under new name
OUR CDRRESI'DNDENT, Bogra

The hanned Islamist munant group
Jagrata Muslim Janata Bangladesh
(IMIB} will turn underground  and
carty on its operations undaunted
by the absence of its operations
.commander Bangla Bhai, who
slippedinto India Thursday night.
Sources said, before fleeing the
\country, 'Siddiqur Rahman alias
. Bangla Bhai gave minute instruc-
'tionstoleaders and operatives of his
“outfiton how to continue working to
;'_mg about anIslamic revolution.
/The JMJB men are now awaiting
nod of certain political figures in
gmmmem to resume  their
amvitieﬂ. said a top JMIB leader of
Nao n;gmn.

FAILURE TO DISPEL 'ANTI-BANGLADESH PROPAGANDA'

Govt mulls recast
of foreign ministry

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is contemplating
steps to recast the foreign ministry
for its diplomatic failure to handle
the 'propaganda’ against
Bangladesh and the nuling coalition,
highlyplaced sources said.

Top policymakers believe the
ministry has miserably failed to
uphold Bangladesh's image abroad
when an anti-Bangladesh campaign
is being carried out globally:

Moreover, the existing set-up of
the foreign ministryhas proved to be
ineffective in’ pursuing economic

diplomacy and presenting
Bangladesh and its causes properly
to the international communities,
thesourcessaid.

The policymakers are also
unhappy with the performance of
the foreign minister. "He (FM) is
busy with his own business, rather
than leading the foreign ministry,”
a government high-up told The
Daily Star yesterday, wishing ano-
nymity.

A number of senior ministers
who so far have backed M Morshed
Khan are unlikely to support him in
his continuing office as the FM,

sources said. "But everything
depends on the prime minister. And
shewill take the final decision," said
apolicymaker.

He said the government has
already started the process of recast-
ing the ministry by sending
Shamsher Mobin Chowdhury to
‘Washington as Bangladesh ambas-
sador and appointing Hemayet
Uddin the new foreign secretary.

A few more changes are on the
cards, he told The Daily Star.

It has already been reported that
most of the Bangladesh missions
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PM calls for farm

revolution N
Gives away nat'l
agriculture awards
UNB, Joydevpur, Gazipur

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day called for creating a 'newawak-
ening' and 'silent revolution' in
agriculture with the united efforts of
government, farmers and agricul-
turists,

Addressing the Conference of
Agricultural Workers 2005 on the
premises of Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Institute (BARI), she said
that in the modern world biotech-
nology, genetic engineering and
geographical information-
management technology have
revolutionised agriculture.

would have to be developed, appro-
priate and technology-based, to cut
poverty to halfby 2015 as per the UN
Millennium Development Goals,
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The PM said farming system

SECOND EDITION
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Prime Minister Knaleda Zia hands over this year's National Agriculture Award to one of tha 32 winnm at Bangladesh
Agriculture Research Institute in Gazipur yesterday.

\(BDR) and Indian Border Security
Force' (BSF) at Subrum in India
mslﬁe;i%himndumveiyyesmrday

' '.exchange of gunfire
%he two sides in Ramgarh

BDR sources sanld the battalion

r level flag meeting held
‘ended fruitlessly with

ne m-_ Bangladesh Rifles

. ‘both sides making aliegattuns

against each other. BDR could not

celicit any assurance from its coun-
terpart that they [BSF] would cease

fencing that has been stalled for the
lastfewdays.

Meanwhile, a tense situation was
prevailing at Singimari of
Lalmonirthat, Chakpara of
Chapainawabganj and at
Chuadanga border over fencing and
probable push-in bids by India.

Atop official at'the BDR head-
quarters said BDR personnel have
been kept on alert. They are patrol-
ling the bordering areas round the
clock. He, however, said that the
situation has not deteriorated fur-

ther.

"Though the meetmg at
Ramgarh has ended in a stalemate,
we are determined to foil any Indian
attempt to erect fence 150 yards off

the zero line," he said adding such

attempts violdte the Indo-
Bangladesh Boundary Accord, 1974,
commonly known as the Mujib-
Indiratreaty.

He said Bangladesh would raise
the issue in the upcoming deputy
director general-level meeting
between BDR and BSE The issue
woiild top the agendaat the meeting
slated for Agartola on March 14-17.
Itwill be discussed also at a director
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SECOND LARGEST FDI OFFER

‘Ihaiargest business conglomerate
! ] Arab Emirates (UAE),

ent its real keen and spe-
 cificinvestment plans in a range of

'telecbms munsmnndpower.
Co"We'l

process of the coun-
allsed commercial

ive-day wisit to

| here on 'I‘uesdayl

royal family of Al

‘
-

Nahayan.

He said, "We've had talks with the
government on where they [the
government] would allow us to
invest.”

He also indicated an aggressive
expansion target of his group into

other areas of business, saying,

"Once we're here, we'll explore
further opportunities. Lots ofinvest-
ment putentia!s are there in.the
country.”

Dhabi has- already lodged a

proposal with Bangladesh
Telecommunications ‘Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) to obtain a
cellphone operating licence under
the name of Warld Bangladesh

Limited. Its initial invest target in

telecoms is $750 to $800 rm.lllm:u tl:le
group CEO said.

Tarik also announced, "Not only
in cellular sector, we're also inter-

ested in fixed line phone and other |
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

port opens

‘sion that caused Bangladesh huge
revenuelosses.

‘stopped when Indian exporters
went on a strike on February24.The |

iallegedly harassed some Indian.

4 Cops hurt in
bomb attack

BDNEWS, Chuadanga

Four policemen were injured as
criminals hurled a bomb when they
were conducting a check near
Belgachhirail crossing in the town at
about8.30pmyesterday,

Locals rushed injured Habildar
Moniruzzman Monir, constables
Mofizul Hag, Abdur Razzaq and
Khasrul Islam to Chuadanga Sadar
Hospital.

The deputy commissioner and
police officials visited the injured.

Tamabil land

after 8 days =
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, syihm

impnrts of coal and other gndds
through Tamabil resumed yesterday
afternoon after eight days' suspen-

Work at Tamabil Land Pon

strike action was taken after Indian
Border Security Force (BSF) had |
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Gratts deter Dhaka's
drug control bid

Says US State Deptt

UNB, Dhaka

US State Department has said cor-
tuption at all levels in the govern-
ment, particularly in law enforce-
ment agencies, hampers narcotics
interdiction efforts in Bangladesh,
used by traffickers as a 'transit point’
because of its location in the midst
of major drug producing and
exporting countries.

In' its annual International
Narcotics Control Strategy report-
2005 released in Washmgton, the
State Department said seizures of
heroin, phensidyl and pethidine
point to growing narcotics abuse in
Bangladesh.

There were unsubstantiated
allegations of opium and cannabis
production in the Bandarbhan
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India starts
probing Galib's
links in West
Bengal

BDNEWS, Kolkata

Indian intelligence started enquiry
into the connection of Aahle Hadith
leader Asadullah Al Galib with some
ofthe madrasasinWest Bengal.

A senior official of the State
Intelligence Branch (SIB) said pri-
mary investigation found that Galib
visited some madrasas of North 24
Paraganas, Murshidabad and Malda
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Corruption cha_rge
against PM's APS

shelved

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The comuption allegation' against
one of the assistant private secretar-
ies to prime minister (PM) has been
shelved at the dictate of the higher
authorities considering the image of
the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) as
well as that ofthe government.

given to uu!horlties con

topmoeedmmﬁ:emhm-;nymm
as it might embarrass dm»g?'wem

ment further. }
Principal Semtary tn me Pxirne
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Attacks on
NGOs to
upset dev
activities
Say FINB leaders

. STAFF CuRﬁEsPONDENT

Frequentbomb and grenade attacks
in the country have posed serious
threats to development activities,
said leaders of the Federation of
NGOs in Bangladesh (ENB) at a
meeting,

They expressed grave concern
over such terrorist attacks on politi-
cal rallies, high-profile personali-
ties, cultural and religious gather-
ings, NGOs and journalists by cer-
tainmilitant quarters.

The perpetrators have made the
development activities of the NGOs
their targets, the NGO leaders said.
Presided over by FNB chair Abdul
Muyeed Chowdbury, the meeting
discussed the role of NGOs in the
face ofsuchattacks.

FNB members from different
parts of the country narrated the
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