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Blignaut back
in Zim squad

CRICINFO, undated

Andy Blignaut has been named in the
Zimbabwe squad for the first Test
against South Africa at Cape Town
which starts today.

It follows Heath Streak's return to
the national side in Wednesday's final
one-day international at Port
Elizabeth.

Blignaut, an explosive all-rounder,
is the latest of the 14 rebels who have
not played for almost a year to make a
comeback after agreeing terms with
Zimbabwe Cricket.

While out of the international arena
Blignaut, 26, tried to forge a career in
Australian domestic cricket by signing
with Tasmania. But he had a chasten-
ing experience, as poor form and
injury restricted him to just one first-
class match, which resulted in figures
of 12 overs for 79 runs.

However, his Test record is more
impressive -- he has taken 51 wickets
at 32 apiece with five-wicket hauls
against India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh. He is also the only
Zimbabwean to take a Test match
hattrick, against Bangladesh at
Harare in 2003-04.

Gaibandha cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Ghagot Krira Chakra defeated Brave
Heart SC by seven wickets in the
First Division Cricket super league at
the local stadium here yesterday.

Brave Heart, who elected to bat
after winning the toss, were bundled
outfor 144.

In reply Ghagot reached 148 for
threeinjust23.2 overs.

Chalk & cheese
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Inzamam, being the best and more
experienced batsman of his team, is
always expected to lead from the
front.

He sometimes may not appear to
be as much involved in the game as
his Indian counterpart, but he cannot
afford to fail with the bat in a side thin
on experience.

Inzamam is no Imran Khan, a
former captain who transformed
Pakistan into a fighting unit with the
sheer force of his personality and
performances. Imran was strong
enough to have a major say in
almost all things concerning his
team.

Inzamam has often being
accused of being "soft", but is sec-
ond to none when it comes to setting
an example with his own perfor-
mance.

He is Pakistan's leading run-
getter in both forms of the game,
having scored 7,052 in 97 Tests and
10,631 runsin 336 one-dayers.

Inzamam is also different from
Ganguly in that he has been leading
a seemingly divided team, at least
until the arrival of celebrated English
coach Bob Woolmer.

Ganguly and Inzamam, however,
both perform under the pressure of
fans' expectations. Neither can
afford defeat over the next month.

Harbhajan
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Now the 24-year-old, nicknamed
the "Turbanator' in a reference to the
head-covering he wears as a Sikh,
can look forward to playing in India's
home Test and one-day series
against arch-rivals Pakistan later
this month.

In his career to date Harbhajan
has taken 189 wickets in 43 Tests.

This is not the first time he has
had his action come under official
scrutiny.

Back in 1998 he was forced to
undergo remedial work in London
where former England off-spinner
Fred Titmus helped him remodel his
action.

And, in common with all bowlers,
there remains the possibility his
action could yet be questioned
again although the new regulations
make such an outcome less likely
thanin previous years.

Streak heroics go awry

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Port Elizabeth

South Africa completed a clean
sweep despite an impressive return
to international cricket by former
Zimbabwe captain Heath Streak in
the third and final limited-overs
international at St George's Park
Wednesday.

South Africa won by five wickets
with 21 balls to spare but it was a
close contest after South Africa
gained crushing wins in the first two
matches.

Inspired by Streak, Zimbabwe
made a remarkable comeback after
being 35 for five early in the match.

Streak hit 68 in a total of 206 for
eight, then took the first South
African wicket as the home side
slipped to 79 for four.

It should have been 79 for five
but Justin Kemp was given not out
by umpire lan Howell when he
edged his first ball from Tawanda
Mupariwa to Zimbabwe captain and
wicketkeeper Tatenda Taibu.

Kemp, who was dropped on 21
and 30, went on to clinch victory for
South Africa by hitting an unbeaten
78 off 81 balls with four fours and
four sixes.

Zimbabwe were in with a chance
until the 44th over when South
Africa scored 17 off an over from
Christopher Mpofu.

Kemp was made man-of-the-
match by match referee Alan Hurst
of Australia but it was Streak who
changed the momentum of what
had been a one-sided series.

He started his innings when
Zimbabwe were in desperate trou-
ble at 35 for five and steered his

side's recovery until he was run out
off the penultimate ball.

Streak, 30, had not played for
Zimbabwe since leading the country
against Bangladesh on March 14,
2004.

He was sacked as captain after a
dispute over selection and was one
of 15 players who walked out on the
Zimbabwe Cricket Union.

He rejoined the team Monday
after agreeing to sign a new con-
tract.

Lack of match practice showed
as he batted cautiously in the early
part of his innings and he did not hit
the first of his five boundaries until
he had faced 65 balls.

He shared stands of 67 with
Brendan Taylor (41) and 88 with
Gavin Ewing (46) as South Africa
failed to press home their early
dominance.

South Africa were captained for
the first time by Nicky Boje, with
regular skipper Graeme Smith
resting a sore left ankle ahead of a
two-match Test series which starts
in Cape Town Friday.

With most of South Africa's
leading bowlers also being rested,
Boje had a second string attack at
his disposal but it was surprising
that he did not set more attacking
fields after Zimbabwe's early col-
lapse.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the third and final
limited overs international between
South Africa and Zimbabwe at St
George's Park Wednesday:
ZIMBABWE

Matsikenyeri c Boucher b Zondeki 17
Rogers c Boucherb Langeveldt 1
Williams cKempb Langeveldt 1
Masakadza c Gibbs b Zondeki 2

Taylor c Kemp b Bacher

Taibu run out (De Villiers) 0
Streak run out (Morkel) 68
Ewing b Morkel 46
Utseya not out 6
Mupariwa not out 1
Extras: (Ib-4, nb-6, w-13) 23

Total: (For 8 wkts in 50 overs) 206
Fall of wickets: 1-9, 2-12, 3-23, 4-32,
5-35,6-102, 7-190, 8-205

Did not bat: Mpofu

Bowler O M R W
Langeveldt 10 0 40 2
Zondeki 10 1 46 2
Kemp 6 2 17 0
Morkel 8 0 54 1
Boje 10 0 23 0
Bacher 6 0 22 1
SOUTHAFRICA

Bacher b Mpofu 9
De Villiers c Taibu b Streak 7
Rudolph c Taibub Mupariwa 33
Gibbs c Taibu b Mupariwa 21
Prince run out (Williams) 28
Kemp not out 78
Boucher not out 18
Extras: (Ib-1, nb-2, w-10) 13

Total: (For 5wkts in 46.3 overs)207
Fall of wickets: 1-11, 2-35, 3-72, 4-
79,5-138

Did not bat: Morkel, Boje, Zondeki,

Langeveldt

Bowler O M R W
Streak 8 1 28 1
Mpofu 9 0 5 1
Mupariwa 7 0 25 2
Utseya 8 0 27 O
Williams 93 0 43 O0
Ewing 5 0 24 0

Result: South Africa won by 5
wickets and sweep the 3-ODI
series 3-0.

Man-of-the-match: Justin Kemp.
Man-of-the-series: Graeme
Smith.

Umpires: D Harper (Australia)
and | Howell (South Africa).

Train passage
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Thousands of Pakistani cricket fans
are expected to stream across the
border for the Test, starting March 8
in Mohali on the outskirts of
Chandigarh.

Long queues have been seen
outside a special visa office setup in
Lahore, the closest major Pakistani
city to the border with major sporting
and political rival India.

"We have issued around 16,000
visas after applicants returned in
their filled-in forms along with a fee,"
said an Indian official at the Lahore
office on Wednesday.

Singh said the people of Punjab
would warmly welcome visitors from
Pakistan.

"But accommodation for the
7,500 expected guests has posed a
big problem," he was quoted as
saying by the Press Trust of India
news agency.

Singh, however, added there had
been a healthy response from local
residents to an appeal by the
authorities to house the visitors.

"We will go all-out to give the best
hospitality to the Pakistanis," he
said.

ﬁ Cricket

AFP, Karachi

Former Pakistan opener Saeed
Anwar on Thursday warned his
countrymen embarking on the
landmark cricket tour of India to
avoid putting pressure on them-
selves by reading newspaper
reports and calling home.

Anwar, 36, whose 194 against
India in 1997 still stands as the
world's highest international one-
day score, said Pakistan would play
better if they were relaxed.

"Through my experience | can
tell that media criticism after bad
results and poor personal perfor-
mance double the pressure," said
Anwar, who made 4,052 runs in 55
Tests and 8,823 in 247 one-day
internationals.

"My advice to all the players is to
avoid reading newspapers espe-
cially the negative stuff and don't call
home frequently to avoid pressure,"
said Anwar.

Anwar's advice

"Just relax and take it as another
match, it won't be easy when you
play against India but it can produce
goodresults."

Pakistan begin as underdogs in
the three Tests, six one-day interna-
tionals and two side games on their
first tour of India for six years.

"When someone from the family
asks why are you not scoring runs
and why are you so much under
pressure, it adds to your woes, so
avoid that as much as you can," said
Anwar.

Anwar, who made 188 at
Bangalore on Pakistan's last tour in
1999 and has acted as a batting
coach for the current team, also had
advice for Pakistan's batsmen.

"Never practise your weak shots
on which you get out because that
let you forget your strong shots,"
said Anwar, who has grown a long
beard and preaches Islam since the
death of his daughterin 2001.

Anwar retired after Pakistan's
failed campaign in the 2003 World
Cup.

Faa
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Instructors and participants of the Asian Cricket Council's Level Two cricket coaches course which concluded at the
DOHS ground in Mohakhali yesterday. Three Australian coaches -- Mathew Bulkley, Andrew Jesis and David
Peterson -- conducted the eight-day course.

Cairns says
no
to Test offer

REUTERS, Wellington

Chris Cairns has turned down an
offer to rejoin New Zealand's injury-
hit Test team for this month's three-
match series against Australia.

Cairns retired from the Test
arena last year to concentrate on
one-day cricket as the demands of
playing both were taking a toll on his
body.

With the Kiwis battered by inju-
ries in the lead-up to the series, New
Zealand coach John Bracewell
asked Cairns to consider making a
comeback next month but the all-
rounder said he was unable to play.

"I've closed that chapter of my
career," Cairns told reporters on
Thursday.

"I've still got a goal to play the
next World Cup and if | play Test
cricket | could ruin that.

"It's about me following a dream
and | still think I can get there."

Bracewell said he fully under-
stood Cairns' position.

"His response was basically that
he was flattered by the offer but he
had drawn a line under that,"
Bracewell said.

"He also didn't really think his
ankle would last the rigours of a Test
match. He's drawn that line but | had
toask him and he understood that."

Pakistan's faulty
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at the crease before giving a bat-
pad catch to skipper Mohammad
Kaif at short mid-wicket.

Inzamam and Kamal then
propped up the innings with their
sensible knocks, but Pakistan's
batting still left a lot to be desired
ahead of the Test series.

Pakistan will also play six one-
day internationals on their tour of
India, their firstin six years.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the opening day of a
three-day practice match between
Pakistan and Indian Board
President's Xl on Thursday:
PAKISTAN: Firstinnings

Butt run out 21
Umar c Kaif b Rudrapratap 37
Younis c Jadhavb Gagandeep 0

Youhana c Patel b Paul 18
Inzamam Ibw b Rao 35
Kamal not out 43
Razzaq not out 2
Extras: (b-5, Ib-2, nb-2) 9

Total: (For 5 wktsin45overs) 165
Fall of wickets: 1-54, 2-55, 3-83, 4-

83,5-155

To bat: Akmal, Sami, Kaneria,
Naved

Bowler O M R W
Rudrapratap 13 3 50 1
Gagandeep 15 3 40 1
Powar 4 0 22 O
Paul 8 2 23 1
Rao 5 0 23 1

BOARD PRESIDENT'S XlI: Kaif,
Jadhav, Parab, Patel, Rao, Patel,
Raina, Powar, Rudrapratap,
Gagandeep, Paul.

Dhaka's run ends
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after they elected to bat at the
Barisal Stadium.

But any hopes of a first win for the
hosts were promptly laid to rest as
Sylhet chased in style. Number five
Golam Mawla led the way with a
magnificent 85 not out.

Even though they had lost
opener Golam Rahman without a
run on the board, fellow opener
Maniruzzaman, fresh from a match-
saving innings in the last four-day
fixture, kept his composure which
allowed the other batsmen to play
their natural game. The
Mymensingh batsman, playing as a
guest player for Sylhet, laid anchor
(55 off 93) and shared a decisive
109 for the fourth wicket with Mawla
who came to the wicket at 70-3.
Mowla went on to partner Rezaul
Haque (46 not out off 51 ball

s) in an unfinished 70-run stand
for the sixth wicket as Sylhet
reached home with eight balls to
spare. Man-of-the-match Mawla's
innings had eight fours and a six.
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BCB look down
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all out in 129.3 overs (Abbas 122,
Bundela 83, Kartik 33; Anwar
Hossain 4-58, Talha 4-122)

BCB XI: First innings (overnight
117-6in 48 overs)

Al Sahariar c Pagnis b Harvinder 0

Nafees Ibw b Srivastava 0
Aftab cAbbas b Yadav 18
Ashraful cAbbas b Yadav 30
Kapalilbw b Yadav 12

Manzural c Parida b Harvinder47

Sahagir st Ojha b Kartik 16
Razzak c Ojhab Srivastava 12
Anwar Ibw b Srivastava 0
Nazmul c Ojha b Srivastava 4
Talha not out 0
Extras: (b-4, nb-3) 7
Total: (Alloutin 55.4 overs) 146

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-0, 3-52, 4-61,
5-66,6-108, 7-136, 8-136, 9-142

Bowler O M R W
Harvinder 13 3 45 2
Srivastava 114 2 33 4
Yadav 14 7 29 3
Bangar 9 2 23 0
Kartik 5 2 8 1
Parida 3 1 4 0

CENTRAL ZONE: Second innings

Pagnis c Talhab Anwar 15
Bangar not out 91
Bundela ¢ Sahagir b Aftab 53
Abbas c &b Aftab 0

Yadav c Sahagir b Aftab 0
Ojha cNazmul b Aftab 0
Doru ¢ Sahaghir b Aftab 29
Kartik not out 5

Extras: (b-7,1b-5, w-6, nb-1) 19
Total: (For 6 wickets in 79 overs)
212

To Bat: Harvinder Singh, SJ
Srivastava, KS Parida.

Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-97, 3-103, 4-
103, 5-103, 6-189

Bowler O M R W
Anwar 13 6 33 1
Talha 3 0 14 0
Aftab 18 9 28 5
Manzural 14 1 34 0
Razzak 26 5 66 O
Ashraful 2 012 0
Alok Kapali 3 0 13 0

Akhtar may
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but | am hopeful that | would play at
least the last Test and one-day
games."

Pakistan Cricket Board's (PCB)
medical panel is to submit reports
on the recovery of Akhtar and two
other injured bowlers -- Shabbir
Ahmed and Umer Gul -- on Friday.

The PCB has said Akhtar will
have to prove his fitness before
being considered for the tour.

Serena crawls into last 8

IO Tennis

AFP, Dubai

Serena Williams overcame an early
scare in windy conditions to beat
Russia's Elena Bovina in three sets
to reach the last eight of the Dubai
Open here on Wednesday.

The former winner of all four
Grand Slams came through 1-6, 6-1,
6-4 but she was tense and erratic in

racket and was given a code-of-
conduct warning for abuse of equip-
ment.

She was hooted for the code
violation and then jeered for her
reaction to it, and after losing the
next point she waved her arms as
though she were orchestrating the
jeers.

However, after the second-
seeded superstar got into the match,
she struck some blistering winners
which won over most of the specta-
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World number two Serena Williams reacts after losing a point to her Russian opponent
Elena Bovina during their Dubai Open match on Wednesday.

the first set in only her first match
since being taken ill in Paris a fort-
night ago and only her second
victory since losing the Australian
Open final amonth ago.

So rattled was Serena by her
early difficulties on her first visit to the
Middle East that she smashed a

tors, and soon they were cheering
her victory enthusisatically.

"I think | was trying to kill myself
out there," said the younger Williams
sister.

"It was really windy and | had not
played in the wind for a while and all
my shots were whistling out. It was a

shock.

"l wasn't used to the conditions -
balls were hitting the fence and out
and into the net. | had to kind of
gather myself. And it became a great
experience with a great crowd and |
was really excited," she said.

Bovina's best moments came not
so much in the first set, which was
gifted to her, but in the third where
she retained enough self-
possession to recover from the
storm of losing ten games out of 11 to
make a reasonably close finish of it.

She also recovered from 0-4
down to 4-5, with a bold commitment
to counter-attack, even when it was
into the mouth of the cannon, and
this policy earned her a break of
service in the sixth game.

But she couldn't repeat the achieve-
ment, Serena closing out the match to
love in a game containing an ace, a
service winner and one forehand which
almost puncturedthe ball.

It earned the tournament's big-
gest draw a match with Daniela
Hantuchova, the tour's come-back
heroine.

The former world number five,
whose career was threatened by
personal problems and weight
difficultiess as she plunged from the
top 50, continued an encouraging
revival with a win over Elena
Likhovtseva.

Hantuchova's 7-5, 6-4 success
over the Russian earned her a third
quarter-final of 2005, already an
improvement on 2004 during which
she only managed two all year.

Serena Williams is seeded for
another final with Lindsay
Davenport, which would give her a
revenge attempt for her defeat in the
Australian Open final.

The top-seeded American came
through with a comfortable 6-2, 7-5
win over Zheng Jie, a Chinese
qualifier, and now plays Conchita
Martinez, the former Wimbledon
champion from Spain.

She beat Nathalie Dechy, the
number seven seed from France, by
6-16-2.

Davis Cup begins today

mTennis

AFP, Undated

Spain captain Jordi Arrese has sur-
prisingly chosen Feliciano Lopez and
Fernando Verdasco, instead of Rafael
Nadal, to open their defence of the
Davis Cup against Slovakia.

Left-hander Lopez and Verdasco,
both 21, are preferred ahead of 18-
year-old clay-court specialist Nadal,
the hero of the 2004 final against the
United States. Carlos Moya is sitting
outDavis Cupthis year.

Lopez beat Tomas Berdych in his
only other Davis Cup singles rubberin
Spain's 3-2 win over the Czech
Republic in Brno on a similar hard-
courtinthefirstround last February.

Verdasco, who will make his Davis
Cup debut, was one of mostimproved
players on ATP circuit last year, finish-
ing inthe Top 40 for first time, capturing
his first ATP title and registering a
personal-best 31 match wins.

HEWITT TO LEAD

AUSTRALIA
World No.2 Lleyton Hewitt will lead off
Australia's Davis Cup first-round
tennis tie against 144th-ranked
Austrian Alexander Peya on grass in
Sydney on Friday.

Australia's second singles player
Wayne Arthurs will take on Austria's
number one player Jurgen Melzer in
the other singles. Australian captain
John Fitzgerald designated Arthurs to
team up with doubles specialist Todd
Woodbridge in Saturday's doubles
against the Austrian pair of Julian
Knowle and Peya.

In Sunday's reverse singles,
Hewitt will take on Melzer, ranked 34 in
the world, in the battle of the national

numberones.

Austria defeated Australia 5-0 at
their last Davis Cup meetingin Vienna
in 1989 in which they played on a clay
court laid over carpet. But the
Australians are seeking to reinforce
their home advantage by laying a
drop-in grass court on the Sydney
Olympic Tennis Centre's main court.

Australia have won the Davis Cup
28 times, second only to the United
States, and last won the annual tennis
teams' trophy in 2003 against Spainin
Melbourne on grass.

AGASSI RETURNS

Andre Agassi returns to the US Davis
Cup fold this week, hoping to help the
Americans avenge a 2003 defeat as
they host Croatia in a World Group
first-round tie.

Agassi, 34, will be playing Davis
Cup for the first time since 2000. He
joins young gun Andy Roddick -
rapidly establishing himself as a Davis
Cup standout - and the doubles duo of
Boband Mike Bryan.

Its a formidable lineup for the
hosts, who will take on a Croatian
team made up of world number 14
Ivan Ljubicic and 23th-ranked Mario
Ancic.

Ancic and Ljubicic won the bronze
medal in men's doubles at the 2004
Olympics while Ancic also reached the
semi-finals of Wimbledon last year,
losing a four-set match to Roddick.

Ljubicic arrives in Los Angeles
having lost to world number one
Roger Federer in the ATP final at
Dubaion Sunday.

MURRAY THE YOUNGEST
Seventeen-year-old Andrew Murray
will make history at the weekend when
he becomes the youngest player to
represent Britainin a Davis Cup tie.
The teenager will make his debutin

the Euro-African Zone match in Tel
Aviv against Israel in the doubles
rubber alongside David Sherwood,
whois also playing for the firsttime.

Murray becomes Britain's youn-
gest Davis Cup player ahead of Roger
Becker, who was aged 18 years and
101 days when he made his bow
against Yugoslaviain 1952.

In the first match since Tim
Henman's retirement from the compe-
tition, Murray's inclusion confirms him
as the bright hope of British tennis
having picked up the US Open junior
title lastyear.

PAES ONLY IN DOUBLES
Leander Paes, India's most success-
ful Davis Cup player, will not play the
singles in the Asia-Oceania group one
first round tie against China starting in
New Delhion Friday.

Paes, the team captain with a 71-
30 win record in Cup play, decided
instead to field Harsh Mankad and
Prakash Amritraj on the grass courts
ofthe R.K. Khanna Tennis Stadium.

"I don't think | could have taken the
load on all three days," Paes, 31, said
after the draw was finalised at the
residence of Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on Thursday
morning.

SRICHAPHAN THE
KEY MAN

Asia's top tennis player Paradorn
Srichaphan holds the key as Thailand
meet Pakistan in the Davis Cup Asia
Oceania Zone Group 1 firstround tie in
Lahore.

Thailand lost all three previous
Davis Cup ties in Pakistan in 1998,
1989 and 1984 but the presence of
world number 33 Paradorn will give
them an edge despite playing on
grass courts.
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