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Nepal scene
The Royal Nepal Embassy, Dhaka, 
Bangladesh organised the celebra-
tion of the Democracy Day and King 

thTribhuwan Jayanti on the 18  of 
February. As per the ritual we, the 
students of BUET, including all the 
Nepalese citizens residing in 
Dhaka, were invited on the occa-
sion. I was curious to go to the 
embassy to talk and discuss about 
the present situation in Nepal.  But 
things were different. A banner 
explaining the occasion, a framed 
photo of the late king Tribhuwan, 
few bouquets  of flowers on the 
table, a few  senior  diplomats, and 
a simple offer of morning breakfast. I 
was just astonished, where are 
those large number of students who 
used to crowd the embassy on the 
previous occasions like the one 
observed that day?

Every citizen of Nepal is in a 
serious dilemma at this point of time, 
to choose between what had been 
happening and what has been 
happening. But satisfaction lies 
nowhere! The politicians have just 
made us fed-up and the king seems 
to be getting brutal on the so called 
insurgents.

 To my view, the Maoists and the 
issue itself have to be addressed in 
a different perspective. 
Umesh Gautam
Bangladesh University of Engineer-
ing and Technology (BUET)
Dhaka

Poor  coverage
Our media is not reader friendly. 
There are huge gaps in analytical 
coverage on important issues 
relating to correction of trends and 
fashion in our rising and changing 
society. Our leaders are out of date 
in leading the fast changing new 
generations, the latter are subtly 
and indirectly influenced by the 
richness of the West. 

Stark materialism it playing 
havoc with the ethical and moral 
boundary conditions. The preach-
ers and the activists are traditional in 
approach. It is a symptom of the 
heart ruling a good braina typical 
weakness of the Bengalees, who 
have good brains but are not 
encouraged to use it for the greatest 
good of the greatest number. We got 
the gift of the gab, and are carried 
away with the glib tongue. We are 
bad listeners; and react too quickly, 
depending on common sense. Why 
do we need higher education in 
colleges and universities. I can 
anticipate the question lurking 
behind; why I am being cynical?

Ad hoc passions rule our politics 
and agitation demonstrations in 
almost every field. We hardly bother 
when we are emotional and when to 
be rational. We are ruled by the 
mood of the moment. It phlegmatic 
temperament, as one foreign leader 
pointed out more than fifty years 
ago, as I read in a newspaper in 
Dacca (now Dhaka)?

Perhaps we are self-centred, 
which is rightly the pastime of the 
poverty-stricken environment. 
Surplus money in the wallets loosen 
the moral approach to things and 
atmosphere, and materialism 

narrows the horizon. 
Just before the recent Eid ul 

Azha, I read a headline in a local 
daily "goat free offer when you buy a 
cow" (for sacrifice). How's that? 
Then what about fatwa on lottery 
and jua (betting, trying one's some 
product) market offering? 

There is something wanting or 
missing in the approach to moral 
issues. The system of education 
has to be updated, and the style of 
lectures have to be returned. 

There are gaps in the vertical 
levels of our society, but few activ-
ists denounce the flashy trends. 

We need more debates on the 
topic touched upon above. 
Alfa Ahmad, Dhaka

Parallel justice
This letter is not in response to the 
editorial published today (15 Febru-
ary 05), rather an echo of million 
souls. There is euphoria among 
general people for returning to 
relatively safer social environment. 
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) has so 
far successfully fulfilled its mission 
i.e.  reducing the crime-spree, if not 
eliminating it. In the process of crime 
elimination, many of the notorious 
criminals have been killed in 
"crossfire" or "encounter". However, 
not everyone is happy about the 
affair and is terming "crossfire" or 
"encounter" as extra-judicial killing.  
Large portions of this section are 
lawyers including Dr. Kamal 
Hussain. Ironically, Dr. Kamal 
Hussain and his fellow lawyers 
completely failed to bring these 
criminals to justice. The failure also 
lies with law enforcers. Constitu-
tional laws have hardly been imple-
mented due to the failures of police 
and law-practitioners as well as evil 
influence of politicians. Under these 
circumstances, the actions of Rab 
are blessings for common people. It 
would have never been possible to 
conduct trials of Picchi Hannan, 
Ahmadya, David and others, as it 
was not possible for Sweden Aslam, 
Subrata Bain etc. Who has the 
courage to testify against these 
notorious criminals in the court-
room? Efforts to establish rule of law 
failed time and again. Sweden 
Aslam still controls (reportedly) the 
underworld from the prison. There-
fore it is imperative to resort to a 
parallel justice system-- to bring 
peace and stability. Rab has been 
extremely careful in target selection 
and no innocent person has been 
affected so far. Human rights viola-
tion is a far cry when common 
people had no guarantee for normal 
death and their lives were  full of fear 
and uncertainty. 

Simplification of judicial proceed-
ings is not easy at all. There are 
some obvious loopholeswhich can't 
be eliminated. I have already  given 
some examples above. Further-
more laws are made to give benefit 
of doubt to defendants so that no 
innocent man is wrongfully pun-
ished.

I would like to thank the Honour-
able Prime Minister for her bold 
step. So far Rab has not given any 
concession to her (seasonal) party 
followers--we earnestly hope and 
pray that she will remain steadfast in 

her neutral role. 

Major Khalid Moinuddin (retired) 
from Australia

Is Rab a solution?
A lot has been spoken, written about 
this. There have been heated 
debates, and are still going on, 
about the legitimacy of the Rab's 

action. There are some people who 
are euphoric about their astounding 
performance of tracking down the 
criminals. But should we not rethink 
about this?

A number of criminals are killed in 
Rab crossfire, every incidence of 
crossfire is hilariously the same 
story. If I do not get the term 

'crossfire' wrong, it happens acci-
dentally. How can accidents always 
be the same? The death toll is 
nearing the 250 mark, which is 
sparking now the question of human 
rights violation in the killings. The 
EU envoy reacted terming  them 
"extra-judicial killings", human 
rights bodies are always antagonis-
tic about it. One would laugh at point 

of human rights violation in the case 
of punishing the criminals accused 
of murder, extortion, human traffick-
ing etc. People want the criminals to 
be punished, so are they by  Rab. 
But as it should be, the criminals 
should be brought to the existing law 
undergoing a lawful procedure. The 
godfathers behind the scene have 

to be exposed but it happens that 
the root is never uprooted, some 
things remain shrouded in mystery. 

It is pathetic to say that conditions 
did not improve rather have deterio-
rated in spite of the operation of the 
elite force. It is not understandable 
why  Bangla Bhai is not still cap-
tured. Take it or not, the undeclared 
Lord of the North, the Bangla Bhai, 

is on the rampage creating panic 
and anarchy. He has been able to 
evade the arrest order of the prime 
minister. The brave elite force fails 
to nab the mysterious Bhai! The 
order of the PM fails! SAMS Kibria  
has been killed when Rab is operat-
ing. Their work fails to save a former 
finance minister of the country. 

Asma Kibria expresses her fear at 
the report of the shifting of her 
husband's murder case to Rab as 
they keep everything in dark. The 
Valentine's Day party is ripped by 
bomb blasts in the presence of 'tight 
security'. So should we feel safe in 
the  lap of Rab?

There is one more point. Crimi-
nals should be punished but the 

process should be left to the court. 
Whatever evidence of misdeeds of 
the criminals the force has got 
should be produced before the court 
to ensure the punishment of the 
criminals. 

Violence begets violence. Who 
knows, the unsatisfied groups 
enraged by the killings will not 

prepare for a counter assault?
Mahfuzul Haque
Department of English, University of 
Dhaka 

A  suggestion
First of all, I am heartened to see all 
the opinions in The Daily Star, it 
goes to show us and the authorities 
concerned  that we have a con-
scious citizenship.

Secondly, I propose that Bangla-
desh create the post of Deputy 
Prime Minister (DPM). It is an office 
recognised in many countries of the 
world such as Malaysia and the 
United Kingdom to train future 
leadership. 

We know that no Prime Minister 
lasts forever, but we would like to 
have a capable Chief Executive 
once the current one retires. This 
would  help cut down  the size of the 
cabinet, with the DPM taking over 
many portfolios. The days of ama-
teur politicians are over, and you 
need professionalism in every 
sector of life in the world these days.
Khurrum Siddique
Exeter, UK 

Export Promotion 
Bureau
Fabric producers of the country 
enjoy the GSP facility (Generalised 
System of Preferences) from the 
government as well as the buyer 
from its own government. The EPB 
(Export Promotion Bureau)  certifies 
that  the apparel manufacturer  has 
used local fabric for garments 
manufacturing. But The EPB takes 
at least five days  to perform the job , 
though it should not take more than 
a day. The EPB works very slow  in 
performing the works with garment 
manufacturers.

 We urge the government to look 
into the matter in the greater interest 
of the country.
 One sufferer, On e-mail

Nepal editorial
Your editorial of 22 February on 
Nepal is based on incomplete 
information resulting in an inaccu-
rate assessment of the situation 
prevailing there. You wrote that 
Nepal's fragile democracy and 
human rights situation have wors-
ened and urged pressurising the 
king, through the suspension of 
military aid, to return power to a 
democratically elected government. 
If only it were so simple!

Since 1996, the Maoist move-
ment has grown into a terrorist army 
with regional links and a serious 
threat to the state. It has claimed 
12,000 lives and pushed back 
economic and human development 
by years. It is surprising that you do 
not mention this once in your edito-
rial and therefore miss the context of 
Feb 1.

Moreover, Nepal had neither an 
elected government nor a parlia-
ment on 31 January. Parliament 
was dissolved by a democratically 
elected prime minister in 2002. 
Elections could not be held due to 
the threat of Maoists to disrupt polls. 
Since then, while the king urged 
political consensus to form an all 

party government to hold elections 
and negotiate with the Maoists, the 
parties failed to reach any agree-
ment.

Nepal is now pressurising the 
Maoists militarily and politically to 
bring them into the political main-
stream and resume its course of 
multi-party democracy. A state of 
emergency is a legitimate instru-
ment of nations and deserves 
international support. The media 
blackout may have affected the 
politicians and the press, but it broke 
the communication network of the 
Maoists who have been unable to 
claim any military successes lately. 

Military sanctions contribute to 
the possibility of a Maoist victory. 
Would the international community 
prefer to advocate for human rights 
and freedoms with a Maoist govern-
ment believing in a dictatorship of 
the proletariat? 

Nepal and the international com-
munity should move together towards 
overcoming the Maoists to consolidate 
democracy and human rights.
P Rana, Baridhara, Dhaka

A better tomorrow
Bangladesh was always famous for 
its rich tradition and culture, but now 
we are more famous for corruption. 
If we can focus on our positive 
qualities, surely one day the world 
will follow us.
Thuihla Mong, Rajshahi University

An expatriate's 
thoughts
As an expatriate born and educated 
in the UK, I am working relentlessly 
to try and use my know-how to 
return to Bangladesh and assist in  
development related activities. In 
preparation of relocation, I read your 
online paper religiously and have 
also tried hard to understand the 
logic behind why Bangladesh is in 
the state it's in today. 

 The AL won the elections due to 
i t s  p o p u l a r i t y  d u r i n g  p r e -
Independence War period. Mujib 
loved his country and genuinely 
thought his policies were working 
but those below him were not carry-
ing out his instructions and involved 
themselves in massive corruption 
using Mujib's name. In order to 
promote national reconciliation, the 
AL pardoned many who sided with 
Pakistan, but refused some citizen-
ship. The AL made a serious mis-
take by constituting the army prior to 
return of many senior ranking offi-
cers stranded in (West) Pakistan 
during the war, causing deep 
resentment between the freedom 
fighters and repatriated officers 
which may have led to instability in 
the army. 

Today the population has 
become totally disenchanted with 
the AL, BNP and JP and have 
started to support anti-liberation 
forces hence the reason why the 
BNP required the assistance of the 
Jamaat to form  government.  The 
major parties should realise where 
they have gone wrong.
Abdul M Ismail, UK

I think it has now become a 
fashion to write against hartal. 
We do not even think why the 
opposition is calling hartal. Like 
us, opposition parties know that 
hartal is very much unpopular. 
But I think they are forced to call 
hartal time and again.  The main 
opposition party went to parlia-
ment and they are still in parlia-
ment. But they are not allowed 
to talk in  parliament. The main 
opposition lost a popular MP 
Ahsan Ullah Master last year. 
The top brass of opposition 
leadership including Sheikh 
Hasina survived grenade 
attacks in August. Now SAMS 
Kibria was killed in a grenade 
attack. Can those who talk 
about democracy give any 
example of such frequent physi-
cal attack on the opposition in 
any democratic country? After 
any attack, the ruling party 

starts to blame the opposition 
for the attack. As if opposition 
leaders are trying their best to 
kill themselves!Ê If the opposi-
tion is calling hartal, then the 
ruling party will tell that they are 
running after power. If the oppo-
sition is seeking power, then 
why should they kill them-
selves? The main responsibility 
to identify the killers rests on the 
government because they are in 
power. But they identify the 
killers before doing any investi-
gation. 

 So how can we identify the 
killers? So the killing will con-
tinue and the government will 
continue to blame the opposi-
tion for suicidal attacks! And we 
will have more hartals!
Nafees Ahmed
Dhanmondi
Dhaka

The government (in a develop-
ing country which is changing 
fast) is too distracted with politi-
cal issues and tides, and its 
policies are mostly short, interim 
or ad hoc.

In a noisy environment of 
governance, long-term, back-
ground development projects 
do not get enough time periods 
for analytical long-term plan-
ning, because the governance 
is stage-managed for political 
consumption. The focus is on 
political showmanship, and the 
front stage is too crowded all the 
time, while the exercises in the 
background do not get enough 
attention for public awareness.

One such topic is the lack of 
propaganda and publicity tech-

nique to wean away the nou-
veau rich from the craze of 
buying foreign goods when 
equally good quality local prod-
ucts are available. There is an 
urgent need to start an aware-
ness programme to patronise 
local products, staring with the 
items we export.

Today we see that the shops 
are overflowing with display of 
foreign good. Even ready-
made garment  is seen with 
imported labels and brand 
names, whereas we export 
world-class RMG to the US and 
other zones, and earn 74 per-
cent of the total foreign 
exchange. Even second-hand 
clothes are imported, when 
brand new factory-rejects are 

available cheap on the foot-
paths. Even quality local goods 
are not purchased by the rich-
shoppers. The false-label 
culture is prevailing in Dhaka.

Lately, handloom fashion is 
coming vogue. We advise our 
relatives living abroad to take 
back from Bangladesh (during 
visits on home leave) hand-
made products, which are 
highly appreciated in the indus-
trialised countries, as the labour 
cost per hour is high in countries 
with high standard of living. We 
have to publicise our culture and 
goods abroad (note the popular-
ity of the Bangladeshi restau-
rants in UK, which has changed 
the eating habits of the English).

We are suffering from a pecu-

liar syndrome of inferiority com-
plex, which is induced by the 
newly rich families. Some of my 
local acquaintances avoid going 
into the air-conditioned shops, 
and buy most of their require-
ments for the footpath hawkers 
and mall hops Another tendency 
is that the shops only stock fast 
selling items, giving no choice to 
the customers. The publicity 
culture is weak, and the SMEs 
cannot afford the publicity cam-
paigns.

The government may encour-
age some NGOs to pay atten-
tion to these awareness cam-
paigns, in collaboration with the 
chambers of commerce. There 
are few buyers for quality sur-
plus goods in the market, spe-

cially coming for the cottage and 
small industries. in fact the 
whole rural marketing chain is 
weal, due to the inability of the 
various cooperative chains to 
work honestly.

This is not surprising, as our 
political culture is passing 
through the same trauma, and 
the political masters are never 
at ease, to display their original-
ity in entrepreneurship in fields 
outside politics. Note the col-
lapse of our jute and sugar 
industries. The garment work-
ers work under pathetic condi-
tions; the Anti-Corruption Com-
mission and BTRC cannot take 
off (DS Feb 8); the free-meter 
culture in the public transport 
sector is not operating at all. The 

thousands of NGO offices can-
not be driven from the residen-
tial areas to the multi-storied 
shopping complexes (the upper 
floors), where enough office 
space is available. Many public 
services have been personal-
ised or oriented into cartels. 
What is the overall systems loss 
in the civil services?

The list of shortcomings are 
long, and the patience of the 
political regimes are short and 
transient. The political confron-
tations produce negative out-
puts like hartal. How to generate 
public service without remaining 
in power all the time? The prob-
lem is where to start?
A Mahasen, Dhaka

Hartal

Buy deshi campaign

Strange things are happening 
since the government's appar-
ent crackdown on Islamist 
terrorism in very recent days. A 
senior BNP leader said at the 
very moment the government 
c r a c k d o w n  w a s  b e i n g  
announced, that Islamist mili-
tancy exists only in the 'foul 
propaganda' of certain sec-
tions of the media. This cer-
tainly is odd. What, then, was 
his own government supposed 
to be clamping down on?

Stranger still was the state-
ment of the group of Islamic 
thinkers that appeared in the 
press. (The Daily Star, Febru-
ary 24, 2005.)  It denounced 
terrorism, including killings 
and bombings. This by itself is 
certainly laudable. A number of 
major questions nevertheless 
arise.

First, there have been many 
bombings and grenade 
attacks in recent times. It is 
unnecessary to list them all. 
But these included bombings 
of traditional cultural functions, 
such as the jatra. Many cinema 
houses have been bombed. 
So have been dargahs of 

revered saints. And, least we 
f o r g e t ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  
Ahmadiyya, or Quadiani, 
mosques have been bombed. 
These terrorist attacks have 
killed and maimed many. The 
Quadianis have been sub-
jected to other forms of 
oppression, and their funda-
mental rights trodden. How is it 
that no Islamic thinker from 
among the signatories of the 
present statement spoke out 
against any of these acts of 
terror?

Second, some of the signa-
tories of the statement have 
publicly declared that they aim 
at establishing a Taliban type 
of Islamic government in the 
country. One would like to  
know how could such a regime 
be brought about without 
violence. This actually takes us 
back to history and deep ques-
tions of the ideology that lay 
behind the creation of Bangla-
desh, and the role of violent 
opposition that many an 'Is-
lamic thinker' played during the 
liberation war. 

Finally, the statement calls 
for punishment of the bombers 

and killers according to 'Is-
lamic law'. I should have 
thought the culprits would be 
tried under the law of the land. 
How does any Islamic thinker 
propose to have them tried 
under Islamic law when it is 
secular law that is on the 
books? 
Mahfuzur Rahman 
On e-mail

* * *
I fully endorse Air Commodore 
Choudhury's views appearing 
in your "Opinion" column of 7 
February, 2005 and feel the 
professor from Princeton is far 
removed from reality. I drove 
down Cox's Bazar-Teknaf 
Marine Drive (under construc-
tion) for 15kilometers and did 
not find a single primary or 
secondary school. Instead 
every few kilometres stood a 
new shiny madrassah. I 
stopped, whenever possible, 
to chat with the children who 
attended the madrassash to 
learn arithmetic and Arabic 
free of cost.

I am not against madrassah 
education. They are at least 
providing reading, writing and 
arithmetic to countless chil-

dren who would otherwise be 
deprived of any education. 
However, in the absence of an 
approved curriculum fit for the 
c u r r e n t  a g e ,  t h e s e  
madrassahs could be the 
breeding grounds for 'revolu-
tion'. Remember the "Libera-
tion Theology" of Latin Ameri-
can Church? And the recent 
church funded "Polish Revolu-
tion"?

To Dr. Ahmed, blaming 
western press and racial dis-
crimination etc will not solve 
our problems. We, the so 
called enlightened class, 
should accept reality and set 
our house in order as the good 
Commodore suggested.
By the way, I agree with Dr. 
Ahmed that Ambassador 
Merry Ann was great, so is 
Ambassador Harry Thomas Jr. 
He is one of the few who are at 
ease with the people of Ban-
gladesh at any level. He 
speaks the language too. His 
concern about  domestic 
violence and cruelty on  
women  is praiseworthy.
Samiha Zaman
Banani, Dhaka

'Islamic thinkers’
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