said.
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Congo 3
Bangladeshi troops

STAR REPORT

Nine UN peacekeepers from
Bangladesh were killed and 11
others wounded yesterday when
two UN patrols were ambushed in
northeast Democratic Republic of

CGorigo (IDRC), the UN mission in the

4 ﬁ%&'ﬁme of the bloodiest
oni UN peacekeeping mission in
thé recent years, took place in the
lawless Ituri regmn of the former
Zaire, which is a stronghold of sev-
eral ethnic and" PDHUCEII armed
militias, the UN mission (MONUG)

Inter Serﬂccs Public Relations
(ISPR) ‘'has identified eight of the

nine troops dead in the second
largest casualty of Bangladeshi
peacekeepers overseas as members
of Bangladesh Army and the other of
navy.

In the biggest casualty on
December 25, 2003, 15 UN
Bangladeshil peacekeepers were
killed in a plane crash in Benin that
killeda totalof 119 people.

Those who were killed yesterday
are Captain Shahid Ashraf Khan,
Warrant Officer Sohrab Hossain
Talukder, Sergeant Sirajul’ Islam,
Corporal Atoar Rahman' Sarker,
Leading Seaman Nurul Islam and
privates Abdus Salam (No. 4009645),
Abdus Salam (No. 4009837), Zahirul
Islamand Belal Hossain.

Names of the injured were not
available immediately.

Steps are undenway to bring the
bodies of the dead to Dhaka under
UN supervision, the ISPR said in a
mediareleaselastnight,

AFP reponts: "At around 9:20
{0720 GMT) this moming, two foot
patrols of a Bangladeshi MONUC
contingent were caught in an
ambush' five kilometres west of
Kafe" in the Ituri region, MONUC
mission spokesman Mamadou Bah
said.

He said nine peacekeepers had
been killed butanother four, initially
reported as missing, had later been
found 'in good health'.

Details of the ambush were

sketchy and it was not immediately
clearwho was behind the attack, but
Bah said the attack took place in an
area where the Nationalist and
Integrationist Eront (END), one ofthe
six DRCmilitias, isactive.

The security situation in the
tegion has deteriorated in recent
weeks despite MONUC operations
to dismantle militia camps run by a
range of groups that have been
terrorising villagers.

Since the end of last year, there
had'been a surge of violence in Ituri
where the militias have gone on a
spree of looting, rape and murder
against civilians, driving more than
70,000 people from theirhomes.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Beefed up security measures force women to leave their handbags at the entrance to the venue of an Eid reunion organised by Fatullaand Shiddhirgan] BNP
units outside Rajarbagh National Stadium in Fatulla where BNP Secretary General Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan spoke yesterday. (Story onpage 12)

Sanur to join
donors meet

in Paris Mar 1

BSS, Dhaka, .

high' profile Bangiadesh develop-
ment meeting. ﬁms Paris on
Bebruary 28 to accelerate the
pace of implel on of reforms
and smooth entand better
utilisationof "" sourcessaid.
Chle&’hL_ fid Bank and Asian
Develop! mEr Bankarescheduled to
join the me E:along with high-
level représéntatives from develop-

' mentpartners.
E‘lnanm ‘and Blanning M:msicr :

anmm

will lead a

‘Donors concerned over
‘worsening governance

The World Bank sponsarcd four-day

Washington meet points to law and order, political violence
including bombings and climate of impunity

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The development partners of
Bangladesh rounded off a unique
meeting in Washington yesterday
expressing concern at the deterio-
: rating governance situation and

of fundamentalist militancy and
improves upon the overall gover-
Nance scenarno,

Ending the much hyped donors'
meeting that kept any official
Bangladesh representation away,

_some of the representatives of the
ﬁh‘ﬂéldgetim 4" "dh:ld.!ng"m Kécph @ glose watch'on | countiy's key development partners:

| SEEPAGE11COLS ! how the government tackles the rise  yesterday conveyed the outcome to

Alternate Executive Director of
Bangladesh to the World Bank Dr
AkbarAliKhan.

"The participants, by consensus,
expressed serious concern at the
deterioration of governance situa-
tion in Bangladesh, especially the

situation of law and order. politica”

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

BDR, BSF agree
to a cease-fire
after daylong
border clash

BSS, Panchagarh

Border Security Force (BSF) and
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) agreed'loa
cease-fire at 8:00 last night after
daylong fierce firing near
Boshalupara border in Atoari
upazila.

The border guards of Bangladesh
and India also agreed to hold a
battalion commander-level flag
meeting at 9:30am today,

Villagersin Boshaluparn sald two

Ahab men on the run,
JMJB flouts ban

2 more JMB members arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

When leaders and diehard workers
of Ahle Hadith Andolon Bangladesh
{Ahab) are goinginto hiding to avoid
arrest, many Jagrata Muslim Janata,
Bangladesh (JMJB) activists are still
in action in Bagmara flouting the
banontheiroutfit.

Notonlyin Rajshahi, Ahab mem-
bers in Khulna and Satkhira have
also been fleeing their homes and
maodrasas following the arrest of
theiramir DrMuhammad Asadullah

Al Galib, an Arabic teacher at
Rajshahi University, and his three
top aideslastWednesday.

Panic gripped Ahab operatives
yesterday as a large contingent of
paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) was deployed at Salafi
Madrasa and teams of Armed Police
Battalion kept vigil at almost all
Ahab mosques and madmsas in
Rajshahi division from a suspicion
that Ahab might launch retaliatory,
agitation afterJumaprayers.

Crossfire kills
3morein .
Kushtia

Death toll rises t0 236
Oun CORRBSPONDENT) Kmhﬂu i

Three alleged a-pemtivc.s ﬂf out-
lawed political outfits including a
regional leader of Jashod/ Gono
Bahini were killed in the district
early yesterday in 'crossfire’
between their accomplices and
police at Bairagirchar village in
Daulatpurupazila.

The dead are Safayat Ali, 38, son
of Jasim Uddin of village Majdiar,
Zinar Uddin alias Zina, 30, son of
Doyaraj Uddin of Habirchar, and

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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When you have a Credit Card
Sky is your limit with BRAC Bank

Loan upto 5 times against Credit Card limit

CreditCard Loan

® Any Purpose Loan

® No proof of income or security required

B Loaninjust 24 hours

Call 017-3043434

orat unyorthefnlluwmg numbers:

Dhaka: 882 4051-4 Chittagong; 031-812087
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If you are lopking for a lucrative
franchise opportunity, here arc five
good reasons why you shouldn'tlet
the chance of sctting up an Apollo
Clinic t.!fplnslyuu

You get higher returns
on investment

As we know, the need for quality
And| unlike
healtheare

healthcare 15 acute.
other
industry s

industries, the
recession free and
growing ata phenomenal rate. You
now have the opportunity to egrn
your investment
with The Apollo Clinics,

above20% on

Complementary services
to maximise revenues.

Each of The Apollo Clinics offer
Consultation and’ Diagnostic
Seryices, a. comprehensive range
Health Check
packages and a- 24-hour well

af Preventive

stocked pharmacy; all under onc
roof. Which

revenues duc to

means, maximised
synergy  in
tperations,
The industry letader
as your business pariner.

The Apollo, Hospitals Group,

pioneers in corporate healthcare

with 37 hospitals in ‘India and
abroad, 18 the most trusted name in
South
understanding of the healtheare
business, medical technology and
processesis unparalleled.

healtheare in Asia.Our

What's more, the group’s presence
i Bangladesh is already being
established withia 330-bed super
speciality hc\spit.sll in Dhaka to be
cammissioncd shortly,

You don't need to be a
medical professional.

To joins our network, you don't
necessatily need a background in
healthcare. ‘Apart from some

highly successful medical
professionals, our franchisces are
business
backgrounds - 1T, FMCG,
Exports, . Manufacturing,

Automobiles, to name a few. All

from diverse

thatyourequire to be successfulisa
commitment o service  quality,
business acumen and the ability:to
motvate ]u:nph:..

We will hold your hand
every step of the way.

We, at Apollo, shall do virtually
everything to ensure that your
clinic gets the rght start. From
design to cquipment procurement,
from manpower selection to
customised software development,
from comprchensive taining o
marketing, we will assist, you in
cvery arca to ttmkc )'l.]'.lr venture a

grand success.

If you can dream it,
you can do it.
We have already franchised over 70
Clinics India,
Nigeria, Saudi Arabia and Qatar.To
join our network, you must have

ACTOSS Kuwait,

the ability to invest around 37
million Taka in an Apollo, Clinic,
whiech could bhoe
partially financed  through debi
participation. We are looking for
franchisees in the following
Dhaka (Gulshan,

locations In

Uttara, Dhanmondi, Mirpur)
Chittagong(2), Khulna, Jessore
and other major towns.

To join The Apollo. Clinic

.movement in Bangladesh, please

call Mr, Shibaji Mandal to schedule
an appointment on 0175090442
You can email your applications
with vour busincss and
professional background to
network@theapolloclinic.com
or forward it to the following
address:
Network
Apollo Health and  Lifestyle
Limited, 53, Sarat Bose Road, 1st

Floor, Kolkata -700025, India.

Development  Cell,
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