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Ami Ki Bhulite Pari?

Let us honour our language in a

HERE can be no doubt of the centrality of February
21 to the Bengali identity. February 21, 1952 was
more than just a movement for the Bangla
language, it laid the foundation for the sense of our
nationhood that found full expression nineteen years later.
Ekushey was a vital turning point in the history of the
movement for a distinct cultural and linguistic identity that
set us inexorably on the road to full independence and

This is why we commemorate the events of that fateful
day and honour the memory of the fallen martyrs. Those
who gave their lives that day were fighting not just for the
freedom from colonial domination, but were striking a blow
right of self-determination --
The message of February 21 is that
freedom is indivisible and that the freedom to speak and
read and write in one's own language is the most basic
and fundamental freedom of all.

But now is also the time to reflect on how well we have
honoured the sacrifices of the martyrs of the Language
Movement and how well we continue to honour the rich
history and tradition of our beloved language. February
21 brings out the best in us and no one can fail to feel
proud and moved by the celebrations at the Shaheed
Minar and elsewhere around the country as the event is
memorialised with due solemnity. But we should take
seriously the idea that Bangla deserves our respect and
support every day of the year.

One way in which to truly honour Bangla is to ensure full
literacy of the population. How can we say that we
honour our language if its deep literary tradition
remains out of the reach of millions?
teaching of Bangla has deteriorated to the point that
the general standard of written and spoken Bangla
leaves much to be desired. This must change.
Similarly, honouring Bangla means that the publication
and production of books should be given top priority,
with Bangla translations of world epics and classics
widely available, and vice versa.

There are so many ways in which we can strengthen
Bangla and in doing so meaningfully accord it the honour it
deserves. Let us use this February 21 as an opportunity
to make a vow to reenergise and reinvigorate our
language, to extend the gift of literacy to all, and to bring
about an explosion of creativity and inventiveness that will
truly do honour to the language and the martyrs of 1952.

Message of Ashura

There is a lot to learn from the tragedy

in all its

In addition, the

EW episodes in history had such a profound impact

on the events that followed as the tragedy of

Karbala in which Imam Hossain (RA), the beloved
grandson of Prophet Hazrat Muhammad
embraced martyrdom in defence of truth and justice. He
refused to bow down before the evil forces and finally laid
down his life, setting an example of great courage of
conviction forthe principles he held dear.

The deaths of Imam Hossain(RA) and the members of
his immediate family are being mourned with the same
intensity and grief over 1300 years after the tragic episode
took place. The believers have learnt from the tragedy that
faith is more valuable than life. The tyrant Yazid's army
committed one of the cruelest acts in the history of
mankind for the sake of mundane gains, but the glory of
the day belonged to those who died for a cause.

Adeeper look into the tragedy would surely reveal that
the martyrs were only following the dictates of Islam which
teaches its adherents not to capitulate before what is
wrong and unjust but to fight these to the last.

The moral of Karbala tragedy is that Yazid retained
power temporarily, but Imam Hossain (RA) and his family
are the eternal moral victors.

The observance of the day is specially significant in
today's world. We watch many excesses being committed
in the name of religion that affect social equanimity and
undermine the good name of the country. We should learn
to fight the evil in all its manifestations and under all its
guises, so that the true image of Islam cannot be tarnished
by the machinations of a few.

(pbuh),
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Faustian bargain with North Korea in the offing?

KAzI ANWARUL MASUD

NCE again like a recurring

nightmare North Korean

public acknowledgement
that it possesses nuclear weapons
and is pulling out of the six nation
talks on denuclearization has put
the world in a difficult situation.
Apparently the North Korean move
to strengthen its nuclear capability is
to counter an alleged American plot
to overthrow the present regime in
DPRK. Though President Bush in
his State of the Union address made
only a passing reference to US
engagement with Asian countries
"to convince North Korea to aban-
don its nuclear ambition," a climb-
down from his speech last year in
which he described the country as a
member of the axis-of-evil, North
Koreans were reportedly unhappy
over Condoleezza Rice's branding
of North Korea as an "out post of
tyranny" during her confirmation
hearing as the new Secretary of
State.

While visiting Europe in her new
capacity recently she voiced her
apprehension that North Koreans
were "only deepening their isolation
because everyone in the interna-
tional community, and most espe-
cially North Korea's neighbours,
have been very clear that there
needs to be no nuclear weapons in
the Korean peninsula in order to
maintain stability in that region."

She assured North Korea that the
US had no intention to attack that
country, the last outpost of Stalin-
ism, an Orwellian nightmare for its
hapless citizens, a regime that
thrives on asphyxiation of its people
and feeds on Draculian xenophobic
nationalism in a world where sover-
eignty is being increasingly pooled
for politico-economic betterment of
the people. This pursuit of xenopho-
bic nationalism stands in stark
contrast to President Bush's prom-
ise that America will stand with her
allies of freedom to support demo-
cratic movements with the ultimate
goal of ending tyranny in the world.

Though President Bush's prom-
ise to usher in democracy was
primarily aimed at the Middle East,
his attention did not waver from
countries like DPRK which pose
clear and present danger to interna-
tional peace and security, as DPRK
had not yet graduated from its axis-
of-evil status to a country with inter-
nationally acceptable level of civi-
lized conduct. North Korean behav-
iour only strengthened Richard
Armitage's (former Deputy Secre-
tary of State) 1999 report that con-

cluded that brinkmanship paid.

The report warned that the 1994
Agreed Framework concluded with
the Clinton administration providing
for freezing the existing North
Korean nuclear programme in
exchange for two light water nuclear
reactors and half a million tons of
heavy water annually had only
created a cycle that would lead
Pyongyang to believe that it could
extract concessions. Paul Wolfowitz
(currently Deputy Secretary of
Defense) had expressed doubts
that a regime which cared so little for
its own people would be willing to

rejected outright the most recent
demand of DPRK for direct talks
with the US outside the six-nation
negotiations on the grounds that the
matter is not a bilateral one but of
regional concern. A few days earlier
Condoleezza Rice while on her
European tour confirmed that,
"North Koreans should have no
reason to believe that any one
wants to attack them. The President
of the United States said in South
Korea that the US has no intention
to attack North Korea (and) they can
have multilateral security assur-
ances if they will make the important

The great powers, he adds, do not
merely want to be the strongest
power, their ultimate aim is to be the
hegemon -- the only great power in
the system. It should, however, be
noted that hegemony is a consen-
sual order which can decline as a
result of legitimacy deficit of the
hegemon though its coercive pow-
ers remain intact or even can
increase.

As the Iraq invasion has amply
proved, the Bush administration's
emphasis on "hard power" as
defined by Harvard Professor
Joseph Nye in terms of military and

N
e —
In the ultimate analysis, the global powers 'will have to decide whether diplomatic and
economic engagement with aberrant nations will suffice to nip in the bud emerging
Frankensteins, or should the UNSC decide that enough is enough, and that global peace and
security cannot be held hostage by a few outlaw regimes.

second scenario, DPRK would be
willing to barter away their nuclear
weapons in exchange for iron-clad
guarantee that the US would not
attack DPRK to effect a regime
change. In the third scenario, DPRK
would like to possess both the
nuclear weapons and also have
normal relations with the US and
regional powers. Such a case would
mean international recognition of
DPRK as a nuclear power. It would
also mean that possession of WMD
is the surest way to ensure sover-
eignty, nullify NPT and subsequent
non-proliferation measures.

give up its ultimate weapons of
blackmail in exchange for power
r e a ¢ t o r s .
Despite Ellen Bork's (of The New
American Century) skeptical con-
clusion that, due to divergent Sino-
American interests in North Korea,
the US should remove China from
the list of countries for "constructive
engagement" for solution of such
crisis; China wants a nuclear-free
Korean Peninsula, and is con-
cerned that a nuclear North Korea
could trigger a chain of
nuclearization of South Korea,
Japan, and Taiwan, adversely
affecting Chinese security interests.
China is also acutely aware that
should North Korea prove to be right
in its belief of "an invariable ambition
of the US to invade DPRK and
dominate Asia with the Korean
peninsula as the spring board" then
it may be faced with American
troops stationed onits border.

Paradoxically, China may also
find it uncomfortable with a unified
Korea, with the North armed with
nuclear weapons and the South with
its affluence. This, however, may not
be necessarily so if one were to
consider that the unified Germany,
with continued membership of
NATO, posed not only no threat to
Russia, but became the largest
creditor which perhaps was an
expression of gratitude by Helmut
Kohl to Mikhail Gorbachev for not
obstructing the unification of Ger-
many. The Russo-German detente
found further expression in their
opposition (along with other coun-
tries) in the UNSC to the Anglo-US
invasion of Iraq.

The Bush administration has

decision to give up their nuclear
weapons program.” Yet one should
be reminded of President Bush's
unequivocal declaration of May
2003 that: "We will not tolerate
nuclear weapons in North Korea.
We will not give in to blackmail. We
will not settle for anything less than
complete, verifiable, and irrevers-
ible elimination of North Korean
nuclear programme."

Though US and regional powers'
views on North Korean question
coincide, a larger issue of future
Sino-American relationship may
have direct relevance to the current
situation. President Carter's
national security advisor Zbigniew
Brezinski thinks that in the near
future China is unlikely to challenge
the US militarily and will remain
focused on economic development
and winning acceptance as a great
power. Despite the Taiwan issue,
Brezinski considers it unlikely that
China will adopt a confrontational
policy that could disrupt its phenom-
enal economic growth and also
shake the grip of the communist
party over the Chinese people.

But Professor John Mearsheimer
(Chicago University) believes that
China is likely to dominate Asia in
the same way that the US domi-
nated the Western Europe. He
believes that an increasingly power-
ful Chinais likely to push the US out
of Asia as the US pushed the Euro-
pean great powers out of the west-
ern hemisphere. Professor
Mearsheimer theorizes that the
mightiest states' attempt to estab-
lish hegemony in their region while
making sure that no rival great
power dominates another region.

economic powers as opposed to
"soft power" in terms of values,
culture, ideology, and institutions,
has cost the US the possibility of
assuming the role of global
hegemon despite its
unchallengeble military prowess.
Mearsheimer argues that China
thirty years from now with a much
larger GDP and a more formidable
army may try to push the US out of
Asia -- an argument dismissed by
Brezinski as China's neighbours
including India, Japan, Singapore,
South Korea, Russia, and Vietnam
may join the US to contain the
Chinese power. Echoing Brezinski
Thomas Donnelly (of the American
Enterprise Institute) believes that
while China has the potential to
become the canonical "global peer"
of the US, the global "correlation of
forces" is in favour of American
preeminence. While all these futur-
istic scenarios are in the realm of
speculation, it is unlikely that in the
North Korean case China would
dissociate itself from its stated
position of denuclearization of the
Korean peninsula.
The question that agitates many
minds is why North Korea is so
insistent on acquiring nuclear weap-
ons so vehemently opposed by the
international community. Political
analyst Philip Saunders provides
several scenarios. In his first sce-
nario, the North Korean leaders
have already decided that posses-
sion of nuclear weapons is essential
for their survival. They also believe
that had Saddam Hussein pos-
sessed WMD then the Anglo-
American forces would not have
dared to attack Irag. In Saunders'

In language lies emancipation

SYED SAAD ANDALEEB

FTER 24 years of bitter
struggle, ignited and
inspired by the language

movement, Bangladesh emerged
as a free nation. Embodied in its
history of liberation from
oppression, denigration, and
exploitation, Bangladesh has given
the world International Mother
Language Day, an emblem of
freedom to be honoured and
cherished by all nations of the world.

For a country that has given this
eternal gift to mankind, a country
that reflected so much richness,
sacrifice, heroism, endurance,
charity, diversity, inclusiveness, and
magnanimity in its glorious past,
somehow it appears to have lost its
way. Dark clouds have rolled in,
threatening and sinister in their
deportment, while a grey mist of
ignorance and poverty has
enshrouded this land with intoler-
ance, violence, destruction, sav-
agery, and even death lurking in the
most unexpected of places. An eerie
uncertainty has gripped this fledg-
ling nation that many find incompre-
hensible.

Quietly but steadily the years
have seen an escalation of harsh
language and divisive rhetoric that
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is tearing this nation into shreds. At
the confluence of liberal and reac-
tionary language, matters have
become murky and convoluted
while its undertones have turned
acerbic, vitiating, and dangerous. It
is the same language that was once
friendly, soft, gentle, kind, under-
standing, nourishing, and accom-
modating.

More than a mere conveyor of
information, language defines
social life. By "classifying, coding,
prioritizing, and justifying reality," it
makes organized life possible.
Conversely, by its malicious, inad-
vertent, or callous use it can make
the same organized life impossible.
The language that we use today

tional behaviour or it can ameliorate
our ways; it can divert us from the
path of progress or it can keep us
goal directed. The question that we
must ponder today is, "How should
this otherwise rich and gracious
language be harnessed and used
and who should lead the process?"
A poet had once said, and | shall

moulds the thoughts we hold. uoaraphrase it: Whoever controls
s

How would then the US as the
global hegemon deal with crisis like
that of North Korean nuclearization?
British historian Niall Ferguson
would like the US, like the UK before
it, to act as an empire. Ferguson
perhaps goes beyond the neo-cons
of the Bush administration and
observes that if the US does not
embrace history's charge and
acknowledge itself as an empire the
world could suffer "a new Dark Age
of warring empires and religious
fanaticism
of economic stagnation and retreat
of civilization into a few fortified
enclaves." He argues that if the US
had sent more troops to Iraq and
conducted a more aggressive
campaign of fighting the "insur-
gents," as past successful empires
were not afraid to use the forces at
their disposal, then the Iraqi situa-
tion would not have turned into a
quagmire thatit has.

Ferguson's argument that the US
should have acted as the British had
done in the centuries gone by falters
on the ground of changed realities in
the world after the Second World
War. Had the strategy used by the
Roman empire centuries back been
possible today then Colin Powell in
his most recent article in Foreign
Policy magazine would not have
stressed on the need for "economic
development in the world's poorest
societies" because democracy,
development, and security are
inextricably linked with one another.

Powell rightly observes that
poverty breeds frustration and
resentment used by "ideological
entrepreneurs" for recruiting terror-
ists and that no nation "can assure

against an external oppressive
force, today, endures the voice of
the minority in an inexplicable
silence that is deafening.

What kind of democracy are we
living in? Where are the voices of
reason that only speak in hushed
tones? Will they please move to the
front seat? Why are they shy? Or
are they afraid? Is this nation not
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What kind of democracy are we living in? Where are the voices of reason that only speak in
hushed tones? Will they please move to the front seat? Why are they shy? Or are they afraid?
Is this nation not theirs too? Does this flailing nation not expect their participation and

guidance?

Language "has always been held
to be man's richest art form, that
which distinguishes him from the
animal creation." It sets him or her
apart from other forms of life. And in
its immense complexity, creativity,
and ability to communicate, it has
taken mankind from the lofty heights
of selflessness, unity, tranquility,
and harmony to the dark and dank
depths of brutishness, selfishness,
and incivility across time and

nations. Informal polling suggests
that Bangladesh today is decidedly
skirting the depths and not the
heights.

According to one philosopher, "The
structure of language one habitually
uses influences the manner in which
one can understand [her] environ-
ment. The picture of the universe
shifts from one tongue to another."
The language that we adorn our-
selves with also shapes our behav-
iour.

Clearly, language is a powerful
entity that has the ability to build or
destroy the social order that many
desire. It can alienate us from each
other or it can bring us closer; it can
complicate lives or it can free us
from its knots; it can incite dysfunc-

language controls the race! Today
that control is in the hands of very
few, whether it is the government,
the opposition, the marginal political
parties, the media, the religious
institutions, the military, or other
niche groups. These entities, |
believe, represent the minority, and
yet their voices continue to drown
out others that may offer more
palatable and viable perspectives
that this nation must hear and weigh
in its pursuit of salvation and eman-
cipation. Strangely and unfortu-
nately, the vast majority, that once
raised its sombre voice in unison

EDITOR

theirs too? Does this flailing nation
not expect their participation and
guidance?

Today, as dark clouds hang over
the fate of this nation, it is vital that
more voices, saner voices, emerge
from all corners to help find the
language that offers real solutions.
This language must try a different
twist imbued with wisdom, justice,
compassion, and a deep under-
standing of the needs of its different
constituencies. It must root out
ignorance for it has been said that
"In the house of ignorance, there is
no mirror in which to view the soul."

the safety of its people as long as
economic desperation and injustice
can mingle with tyranny and fanati-
cism." The enemy shrouded in the
mystery of many identities like a
chameleon, a non-state actor nurs-
ing vitriolic hatred for democratic
values on the pretext that their
adornment will be in contradistinc-
tion of "purist" interpretation of
scriptural literalism, in the words of
Condoleezza Rice, "are swimming
against the tide of human spirit (and)
and dwelling on the outer fringes of
a great religion they are in revolt
against the future."

Besides them, the world also
has aberrant nations like North
Korea who, being on the brink of
failure, would like to blackmail the
world with apocalyptic disorder.
Now that the second Bush admin-
istration appears to have taken
the initiative to mend fences with
its transatlantic partners derided
by Donald Rumsfeld as "old
Europe," Ms. Rice, during her first
visit to Europe as Secretary of
State, has conveyed the resolve
of President Bush to strengthen
transatlantic ties.

One hopes that the US would
be willing to listen to European
wisdom distilled through centuries
of war and peace in order to find
solutions to the interwoven
threats we face today in terms of
terrorism, proliferation of WMD,
regional conflicts, failed states,
and organized crime. But if DPRK
continues to be obstinate in pur-
suing its nuclear ambitions then
the world may be faced with a
country, in Richard Perle's words,
as "the nuclear breadbasket of the
world or at least the underworld of
failed states and terrorists."

In that case, the Bush adminis-
tration would have to make its
final determination as to whether
to accept DPRK proposal for
bilateral talks or to insist on six
nations talks which the North
Koreans appear to have rejected
for now. In the ultimate analysis,
the global powers will have to
decide whether diplomatic and
economic engagement with aber-
rant nations will suffice to nip in
the bud emerging Frankensteins,
or should the UNSC decide that
enough is enough, and that global
peace and security cannot be held
hostage by a few outlaw regimes

Kazi Anwarul Masud is a former Secretary and
Ambassador.

And it must integrate and unite;
therein lies the strength to do the
heavy lifting required for nation-
building that has eluded us for long.
Compromises must be found in that
language so that every citizen owns
a stake in the nation to want its
welfare.

Today's harsh and divisive
language neither portends solu-
tions nor any progress. Most
importantly, the new language must
clearly define our identity as a
nation. As Muslims, non-Muslims,
"and" Bengalis, as liberals or con-
servatives, as men or women, as
young or old, as thinkers or doers,
as rich or poor, as political or apoliti-
cal, and as whatever other entity we
choose to be represented as, we
must begin the process of rebuilding
a constructive language of peace
and harmony that is inclusive,
accommodating, and futuristic.
Finding such language will require
enormous patience, sensitivity, and
hard work. Only then can we expect
emancipation for all from these
difficult and forlorn times.

Dr. Syed Saad Andaleeb is Professor and
Program Chair of Marketing at the Sam and Irene
Black School of Business, Pennsylvania State
University at Erie.
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Uncalled for

Deeply shocked, as we mourn the
killing of a brilliant son of the soil we
cannot but express our disappoint-
ment with the uncalled for advice
of diplomats to our government. Are
they not overstepping the diplomatic
ethics and protocol of a host coun-
try?

We are sure the foreign ambas-
sadors will never break the diplo-
matic norms in case of India and
Pakistan. Such uncalled for advice
amounts to internal interference.
This is clearly a reflection on the
foreign policy of the government.
MU Ahmed
Banani, Dhaka

Hartal and garments
industry

Former finance minister SAMS
Kibria was killed in a grenade attack
on January 27. We all condemn this
dastardly killing. The culprits

should get exemplary punishment.
After his sad death, the Awami
League called a 60-hour hartal on
January 29,30,31 and enforced it,
causing untold sufferings to the
general people and ruining the
country's economy.

The Awami League was not
contented with enforcing 3 days of
hartal, rather it called three more
days of hartal on Feb 03, 05, 06. | fail
to understand what it will achieve by
calling a series of hartals paralyzing
the economy of the country. Due to
this hartal the prices of rice and
essential items have already gone
up. How will the poor people sur-
vive? The hartal caller never thinks
of people's sufferings and the
country's economy. Meanwhile, the
apex trade body of the country,
FBCCI, has urged the opposition
leader not to call hartal, but she
would not listen to them. Hartal 'the
curse' is destroying the garment
sector. Due to the hartal all types of

works in the port remain off.

Fabric and accessories cannot
be cleared from the port during
hartal and late release of goods
hamper timely delivery. Further-
more, the readymade garments
unnecessarily remain lying in the
factory and cannot reach the port for
shipment due to hartal. Timely
delivery is a vital factor to doing
business. If the delivery is not made
on time, the buyer also loses his
business and thus the relationship
between the seller and the buyer is
strained. The problem is that airlift-
ing of such commodities is not a
realistic or affordable proposition.

We want to see a hartal-free
Bangladesh. We want the country
to prosper without being inhibited by
the forces that cause disruption of
trade and commerce.

The AL chief had promised that
her party would never call hartal
even if it was in the opposition. But
she has not lived up to her promise,

which is indeed a sad thing for the
country and its people. We want our
leaders to be as good as their
words.

M. Awlad Hossain

Tejgaon, Dhaka-1208

Saarc summit

The postponement of Saarc summit
is no doubt a great shock for Bangla-
desh. This might create misunder-
standing between the two neigh-
bouring countries. To mend this
relationship a time span is to be
envisaged and agreed upon. This
type of lag in the field of regional
activities will encourage the fanatic
groups to boost their nefarious
activities.

It is the second time the Saarc
summit has been postponed. The
first postponement was unavoid-
able as some Saarc countries were
hit by Tsunami which left a trail of
devastation. But with the latest
postponement there might be an

oblique equation of international
politics. It was India's duty to assist
Bangladesh in its bid to address
the issues that New Delhi had
viewed as asecurity concern.
Bangladesh has shown no dearth
of goodwill in organising the sum-
mit. So, India has no right to use
the forum according to its own
needs only.
Niherndra Nath Choudhury
Palashbari, Gaibandha

What brand of

democracy?

| felt rather confused while reading
Mr. M. Zamir's article of 12 Feb.
captioned 'Iraq: election is just the
beginning." Midway into the
article, Mr. Zamir has written "de-
mocracy as it is being practised
in Egypt, Syria, Jordan and the
member countries of the GCC." |
wonder whether it is a wish-list or a
wishful list Mr. Zamir wants us to

away in our brochure of small won-
ders.

May | request him kindly to illumi-
nate on the brand of democracy
practised in his most favoured
countries?

Naeem K. Chaudhury
Azimpur Road Dhaka-1205

Norms and civility

Our esteemed political leaders, be
in the government or in the opposi-
tion, have a sacred duty to teach
better norms and civility to the
countrymen.

The late SAMS Kibria's son is a
highly educated and respectable
citizen of this country. But the
words he used to register his anger
and sentiments against the
Hon'ble Speaker of our Parliament
have greatly injured our feelings.
The speaker is very popular for his
decent manners and persever-
ance.

| sincerely hope that all the
quarters would maintain proper
norms and language even when
harshly criticising someone or
his/her act.

If we do not pay attention to this
matter, | am afraid, our future and
even the present citizens would
learn only to disrespect law and
dishonour others.

Professor M. Zahidul Haque
Chairman

Department of Language
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural Univer-
sity

Dhaka-1207

Money transfer

| am writing to you in connection with
the matters that happen when
money is transferred from Australia
to Bangladesh.

The Bangladeshi community in
Australia is growing every day
particularly in Sydney. They all send
money (valuable foreign currency)

to Bangladesh. But the thing is, if we
look deep and take a little retrospec-
tive the picture is quite frustrating.
Many of them send money through
"Hundi" which is not appropriate.
This happens due to high charges
from the Australian banks and low
conversion rate. Delay in the pro-
cess plays a role as well. But it
doesn't help Bangladesh at all,
rather Bangladesh loses.

In view of this, can the
Bangladeshi banks come forward to
solve the problem? This could be
the time to have a branch in Sydney.
Zakir Mogbul
Sydney, Australia

Dearreaders,

We have a new e-mail address for
the Letters to the Editor page.
Please send your letters to
letters@thedailystar.net
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