| Bac staff

:?-Step contradicts ACC Act, govt order

JULEIKAR ALL MANIK

~ The Anti-Corruption Comimission
(ACC) has once again taken a con-
troversial decision to temporarily
' take in all regular staff of the now-

' defunct Bureau of Anti-Corruption

(Bac) violating the ACC Act and
ignoringagovernment order. '
. The government had earlier

clearly said that the Bac staff' should
not be absorbed into the ACC with-
out screening. It even ordered them
not toworkwith the cornmission.
"We've decided to utilise all
former Bac staff, now unemployed,
by attaching them temporarily to
the commission to make it an effec-
tive institution,” ACC Chairman
Justice' Sultan Hossain' Khan told

.

newsmen after an internal meeting
yesterday,

The former Bac staff will start
working from Saturday (tomorrow),
5aid the chairman.

The commission will also ask the
government to withdraw all the

. officials who were on deputation at

the Bac. These officials along with
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Seven grenades
found in Savar,
Khulna

STAR REPORT

Six live grenades and 16 rifle bullets
were recovered from a paddy field in
Botiaghata upazila in Khulna, while
law-enforcersseized ahand grenade

! from the house of a drug-peddier in

Savaryesterday.

Botiaghata police, however,
failed to give any details about the
grenades found three feet under the
ground. They will call in army
experts today to identify the gre-
nades, the officer-in-charge of the
Botiaghata Police Station told 'The
DailyStarlastnight.

Locals and police said a few day
labuun:rs found the grenades while
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WASHINGTON MEET

Donors rethink aid

-strategy for rise

in militancy

INAM AHMED

For the first time in Bangladesh's

history, donors are sitting in
Washington in ahigh profile meet to
take some serious decisions on their
aid strategy against the backdrop of
their heightening concems about
deteriorating governance, rising

lawlessness and the fear that funda-

mentalist militancy gaining grounds
because ofthe government'sinertia.

According to highly placed diplo-

matic sources, a large group. of

European donors, an influential
European country having substan-
tial aid involvement in Bangladesh
and some Scandinavian countries
want to persuade the multilateral
donors and the US to take a'‘tough
line on aid and link it with greater
response to good governance and
human rights and restraining
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Documents of another

case agamst ]MI]
men missing

Ounr CORRESPONDENT; Bogra

Documents of yet another case
involving Jagrata Muslim Janata
Bangladesh (JMJB) operatives have
gonemissing,

The documents missing are of
the case filed against JMJB opera-
tives for carrying out borb attackin
aBogravillage.

Ahmedullah, first class, magis-
trate of the court concerned,
claimed thatthe documentsare kept
in the court. But court sources said
that the case documents are now

kept ' under. loﬁk ‘and. key at the
Deputy Commissioner's (DC) office.
They had been in the custody of
Bograpolicebefore.

Mostafizur Rahman Mridha, first
class magistrate of ‘Bogra, said,
"According to' the article 156 of
criminal procedure, case docu-
ments can neithet go to the deputy
commissioner nor to the superin-
tendent of police when the investi-
gationisstillon.”

Despite repeated attempts, the
DCofBogracouldnotbereached to
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WB concemed over
attacks on N GOs

"me Yunus terms it bad omen for.
country; NGOs tighten security

 STAFF CORRESPONDENT

B 1
The World Bank (WB) yesterday
deplored and expressed deep con-
~gemns at the recent bomb attacks on
/ Grameen Bank and Brac offices,
which Grameen Bank's managing
director considers a bad omen for
the country. j
Inapressrelease, theWB saidasa
development partner of Bangladesh
it is deeply concerned abput the
:advama effects on services to the

poor, should suchattacks escalate,

"It'simportant that development
agencies like Brac and Grameen
Bank be able to continue their good
work unhindered by fear or vio-
lence," the multilateral interna-
tional developmentagencysaid.

"We hopé the authorities will
take a strong stand against these
actions'and take all necessary steps
to bring the perpetrators to justice,”
therelease added.
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Lower-income people quaua up at Mntljheal yastmiay to buy riu sald hy the govammanl undnr its opan
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An RU teacher

'with a long

militant track

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

The controversial Rajshahi
University teacher Dr Muhammad
Asadullah Al Galib was associated
with a number of radical Islamist
organisations in Pakistan, India and
the Middle East, and he also secretly
visited India with a business pass-
port in 1998, says an intelligence '
source,

Accused' in more than half a

dozen corruption and criminal

cases, the Arabic department pro-
fessor entertained a number of
Kashmir and Afghan mujahideens
at his Naodapara Madrasa in the
early90's,

- SEE PAGE 10 COL G -

Chopper controversy

JULFIKAR ALl MANIK

Mystery abounds as to why no
helicopter was sent to bring Awami
League (AL) lawmaker and former
finance minister SAMS Kibria to
Dhaka from Habiganj on the night of
January 27 as his life might have
beensaved ifgiven earlytreatment.

BNP General Secretary Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan has claimed a
helicopterwas offered but the AL did
not respond, On the other hand, the
AL denies this claim and Kibria's
family challenged it and demanded
of Bhuiyan to specifywhom the pffer
was made to. Bhuiyan has not yet
responded to thischallenge.

An investigation by The Daily
Star ifito this controversy finds that

.after the January 27 grenade attack,

neither the AL leaders nor the local
‘administration and police had any

mnﬁrmed information about gov-
emment offering a helicopter to
quicklybring Kibriato Dhaka,

A cross-section of peaple in
Dhaka and Habiganj say the AL
leaders started for Dhaka taking
Kibria in a microbus of a private
clinic mote than an hour after the
grenade attack as they did not get
any assurance about,a helimpter
untilthen;

The local administration also
could not stop the AL leaders from
going to Dhakainamicrobusasthey
were not sure about any helicopter
service.

Kibria attended an AL rally on a
schiool premises at Baidderbazay,
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