JMJB firm on attacks
to herald revolution

Arrested activist confesses to magistrate

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Jagrata Muslim Janata Bangladesh
(IMIB), an ultra-militant Islamist
outfit, is determined to camry on
attacks on all forms of anti-Islamic
activity until an Islamic revolution
takes place in the country, an
arrested JMJB operative told a mag-
istrate here Monday evening.

A band of trained militants is
scattered across the country with a
mission to bomb cultural
programmes, including one on the
Valentine's Day, said a source, as
JMIB considers such activities as
violations of the Islamic Shariah.
However he refused to speculate
whetherMonday's bomb attackona

Valentine's Day party at Dhaka
Universitywas carried out by JMJB,

The JMJB operative, Shafiqullah,
arrested with explosives in a fellow
operative's house on January 16, in
his statement given to First Class
Magistrate Mostafijur Rahman
Mridha also revealed details about a
Rajshahi University (RU) teacher,
who he saidisleading JMJB.

"Dr Asacullah Al Galib, a teacher
at the Arabic department of RU, is
involved with JMJB and is leading it
towards an Islamic revolution,” said
Shafiqullah, also a member of the
JMIB bomb squad.

Dr Galib earlier had denied a
similarallegationmadebyJama'atul
Mujahidin operatives arrested . in

Natore, saying it was an attempt to
framehim.

Qur staff correspondent in
Natore reports: Seven of the 12
Jama'atul Mujahidin members in
their confessional statements to a
magistrate here on Monday con-
firmed that JMJB chief Abdur
Rahman Shahi Bhai is their leader
too,

They also confessed to their
involvement with an Islamicrevolu-
tionary movement spearheaded by
DrGalib,

Police and court sources said
Farman Ali, one of the arrestees,
admitted that he was one of the
leaders of Jama'aml Mujahidin in
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UK offers to help
fight terrorism

British strategist reveals
 UNB, Dhaka

The United Kingdom (UK) has
offered Bangladesh to work out a
mechanism to effectively combat
terrorism, a problem being faced by

the countriesacross theworld.
"We're very keen to work out with
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Trade deficit widens
on costly imports

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

As the prices of petroleum products,
rice and scrap vessels shot up in the
international market, Bangladesh's
trade deficit has widened further,
pushing the current account bal-

anceto benegative.

Trade deficit increased by 52 per-
centtoreach$1.2billionin thefirstfive
months of the current fiscal year, from
$792 million during the correspond-
ing period ofthe previous year,

The current account balance
recorded a deficit of $111 million
during July-November 2004 against
a surplus of $169 million inthe same
periodof the preceding year.

"When the payment of outstand-
ing letter of credit (L/C) will be
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Hartal ends with
stray incidents

Cops beat up Hazi Selim; BNP
men manhandle AL women

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 36-hour hartal enforced by the
Awami League-led 14-party opposi-

perse a pro-hartal procession at
Azimpur at about 11:30am leaving
15 people including former AL
lawmaker Hazi Mohammad Selim
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Tifa‘draft finalised '

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka and Washington through a
two-day negotiation ending yester-
day finalised the draft of Trade and
Investment Framework Agreement
(Tifa) paving the way further for
creating a platform to talk bilateral
tradeissues.

The draft now requires approval
of the two governments before
formal signing of the agreement
aimed at promoting bilateral trade
andinvestment.

Emerging from the four-hour
talks in the boardroom at commerce
ministry yesterday, leader of the US
side Belsee E Steelman said, "We've
made good progress in the last two
days' discussions, We've no dispute
now. I nowneed to go back and talk
to the government on development
in Dhakafor the final agreement.”

Shedeclined togive anydetails of
the final draft, saying, "As we're still
in the negotiation process, we don't
like to disclose the contents of the
draft.”

Steelman; a senior US trade
policy advisor for Asia and the
Pacific, who is on a five-day visit to
Bangladesh, was unable to say when
the agreement would be signed.

Emerging from the meeting,

. commerce ministry Joint Secretary

Elias Ahmad, who led the six-
memberBangladeshside, said, "The
negotiation was fruitful. Once
signed, the agreement will create a
forum for Bangladesh to discuss
trade issues with the US, which we
don'thave now."

Hesaid, "As we're very close toan
unanimous text, we don't need to sit
face-to-face any more. We'll now
maintain contact with the US gav-
emment through email and our
embassy in Washington to lead to
the agreementsigning.”

Signing of the Tifa'will be a pre-
liminary stage for further preferen-
tial trade deals, like a free trade
agreement, with Washington, he
added.

Like the US team, commerce
ministry officials and the
Bangladeshi negotiators were also
tight-lipped’ about the contents of
the final draft. 3

When asked, Ahmad also
declined to say whether the final
draft includes a clause relating to
transparency, bribery and cormup-
tion that was in the earlier draft
prepared by the Office of the US
Trade Representative and opposed
bythe Bangladeshside, ;

However, sources said Dhaka
latersoftenedits stanceon theissue.
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SAARCSUMMIT :
Postponement :
won't hurt ties
with India:
Morshed

UNB, Dhaka

arsssaans

Although there has been certain ;
undercurrent of uneasy feelings
over the postponement of the Saarc ;

Anti-Delhi moves to
_make Saarc limping.

Says Indian foreign secretary

: OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

. Indian Foreign Secretary Shyam
. Saranhassaid Saarc would continue
: to lack substance and energy if the

disguised effort 1o counter-balance
India within the association or to
project: Saarc as some kind' of a
regional dispute settlernent mecha-
nism," hesaid.
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Bangladesh will go to the interna-
tional court seeking compensation
for the damage caused by fire in the
Magurchhara gasfield.

The 1997 fire damaged gas worth
Tk 3,900 crore, State Minister for
Energy AKM Mosharraf Hossain said

§ in parliament yesterday, replying to

aquestion byaJamaatlawmaker.

Unocal had given Tk 38 crore
only ascompensation to the govern-
mentin 1997, the minister informed
the House.

government in 1998, Unocal is
supposed to give the government
five percent additional quantum of
gas the company would extract, he
said, adding that the company was,
however, claiming that it had
already compensated the loss as per
the 1998 deal with the government.
"Under this situation, the gov-
emment has initiated necessary
process to go to the international
court for realising the compensa-
tion," the ministersaid.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

institutions in the country tomor-
row demanding immediate investi-
gation and pun[shment of the cul-
prits involved in Monday's bomb
blasts at aValentine's Day crowd on
DU campus.

Led by the Awami League's (AL)
student wing Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), the student bodics
also threatened to go on an indefi-

nite strike at all the educational

institutions if the 'real culprits' are

-notarrestedin the nexttwo days.

At least 16 people including 12
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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If you answered yes to any of the above then please send a handwritten
note of interest along with CV & picture to the CEO, Technohaven Co.
Ltd. 12 Kawran Bazar, BSRS Bhaban, 14th floor, Dhaka by 24th Feb. Or
drop in to see our CEO on I6th/ |7th Febr ualy between 5-7 pm Ph: 9i373?5
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