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Art Exhibition

Title: Cosmic Journey

Artist: Alilmam

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
Time: February 09-22, from 12pm to
8pm

Title: 55th Grand Group Art Exhibition
Venue: Saju Art Gallery, F/40-41,
DCC North Super Market, Gulshan 2

Time: February 12-March 14, 10am-
08:30pm (Friday closed)

Ceramics Exhibi-
tion

Title: Twelve Hundred Degree
Celsius Plus

Organiser: Clay Image

Venue: Gallery Kaya

Time: February 11-24, from 11am to
8pm

Solo Concert

Artistes: Meeta Pandit and Allie
Delfau

Organiser:Alliance Francaise
Venue: Goethe-Institut, House 10,
Road 9, Dhanmondi

Time: February 19, at 7pm

Drama Festival

Udichi Natyatshab 2005
Organiser: Udichi Central Drama
Branch

Venue: Mahila Shamiti Auditorium
Date: February 11-16, at 6:30pm
Schedule

Feb 12

Shangkranti (Aronyak)

Feb 13

The Freedonm of the City (Udichi)
Feb 14

Circus Circus (Prachyanaut)

Feb 15

Jalbalika (Padatik Natya Shangshad)
Feb 16

Chilekothar Sepai (Udichi)

Nagarik Natyangan Natya
Utshab 2005

Organiser: Nagarik Natyangan
Venue: National Theatre Stage,
Bangladesh Shilpakal Academy
Date: February 6-12, at6:30pm
Schedule

Feb 12 Apurba Golap (Abhash)

Tara broadens
its horizons

Tara, the Bangla channel from
Broadcast Worldwide, proposes to
broaden its horizons, says a press
release. The objective is to trans-
form itself into the first Bangla TV
network of two channels--Tara
Newz, the first 24-hour Bangla news
channel, and Tara Muzik, the first
and only 24-hour Bangla music
channel.

These channels will be formally
launched on February 21, 2005, the
International Mother Language Day.

Tara will also be launching
Radio Tara and Tara Music on the
same day. The former is the only
independent Bangla satellite radio
channel available on World Space
and Tara Music will be the label for

EXxhibition

Images on canvas and paper

FAYZA HAQ

HE recent display, First

Contemporary Art Exhibi-

tion 2005, at the Zainul
Gallery, featured a number of
works by established artists as well
as well as less known ones. On
display were paintings by Tajuddin
Ahmed, Iftekharuddin Ahmed,
Fokhrul Islam, Selina Chowdhury
Mili, Rafi Haque and other promis-
ing young artists.

Geometrical shapes in the form
of rectangles, circles and semicir-
cles presented a portrait of a stand-
ing woman in Tajuddin Ahmed's
Madonna in oil on paper. Equally
avant-garde was Iftekhar Uddin
Ahmed's Restless Journey that
brought in a broken ladder, stand-
ing against a window. There was
very little colour or lines used in the
painting and yet it was alive with
suggestions and feelings. A fasci-
nating landscape with tall trees and
a mass of leaves in mustard and

black was found in Fokhrul Islam's
Image-3, oil on paper. The forefront
had sweeps of black and gray, with
touches of mustard and white and
gold tree leaves. A sense of seren-
ity overwhelmed the viewer.

Bars of mauve, in different
shades and angles, were seen in
The Challanged, a woodcut by
Selina Cowdhury Mili. In an inset
could be seen a figure of a boy, on
his way home from fishing. The
print had a neat composition with a
minimum of colours. Images of
envelopes and postmarks were
scattered on the canvas in Nazrul
Islam Aghrani's Massage. Buoyant
shades of aquamarine, burnt-
sienna, jade green and orange
splashes filled the canvas. Sweeps
of colours, taken from nature were
to be seen in Shamsul Islam Azad's
watercolour, Mind of nature. Trees,
roads, hills and the moon were all
included in the sweeps of mauve
and royal blue, along with streams
of lemon yellow and pearly white
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Border, wood relief by Mofidul Alam Khan

swirls.

Designs seen within designs,
lines enlacing more lines and dots
circling more flecks in green, blue,
red, purple and yellow were seenin
Rafi Haque's woodcut, Homage to
Picasso. The print basically con-
tained two large bluish purple
rectangles, with detailed designs in
the inset. A melange of faces and
figures were to be seen in Fahmida
Akhter Kakoli's Remembrance.
This acrylic on paper brought in
sunny images from childhood days
and bore splashes of orange, red,
yellow, blue and green. Rabeka
Sultana Moly's Face, in acrylic on
paper, brought in the face of a
woman in a blue sari, with a blue
bird sitting beside her. The face
was triangular while the eyes were
narrow and somewhat slanted.

Just as the sari was dotted and
streaked with white so was the bird
atthe side.

Sk. Manir Uddin's Relay race, in
acrylic, brought in intriguing run-
ning figures in blue and brown.
Mofidul Alam Khan's Border in
wood-relief had human figures set
against the sun's rays. This was in
beige and gray. Bipul Shah's Image
in Wreckage, oil on paper, had an
old wrecked machine symbolising
human life. Mostafa Kamal's
Obsessed Form, mixed media,
brought in scattered forms seen
againsta human face.

The exhibition was a good
collection of the avant-garde work
in art--and well worth a visit by the
artlover.

Bangla Theatre stages its
new play Che'r Cycle

NOVERA DEEPITA

There are people who want to find
out if Che--Che Guyevera still in-
spires people. Che, the Chilean
revolutionist who fought for peo-
ple in order to bring better days,
who had inspired people to fight
for their rights? These are people
who dream to change the present
hostile situation in the world with
the true spirit of revolution that
Che taught them.

The play Che'r Cycle presents
some of these people. Bangla
Theatre staged their new play at
the Experimental Theatre Hall of
Shilpakala Academy on Thursday
last. Inspired by a docudrama ti-
tled Maybe Che by the Asian Peo-
ple's Theatre of Hong Kong, cele-
brated theatre activist Mamunur
Rashid has written the script.

Directed by Fayez Zahir, the
play tells the story of three people-
-Ranjan, Soheli and Shubhro--
unknown to each other, who want
peace, but their methods of
achieving it are different. The
three play eleven different roles

Mamunur Rashid and Rubali Chowdhury in the play Che'r Cycle

tory. Mamunur Rashid plays Che
Guevara and Ranjan of
Raktokarobi by Rabindranath
Tagore. Rubali Chowdhury plays
three characters including Aleida
Guevara, the wife of Che, and a
Bangalee revolutionist named
Soheli. This was Rubali's debut

Amader Theatre of Dinajpur.

Chanchal Chowdhury plays six
roles including those of Fidel Cas-
tro and a peace-loving young boy,
Shubhro.

Chanchal's expertise in enact-
ing six roles promises a good ac-
torin him. He performed the differ-

ease.
At the press conference,
Mamunur Rashid said, "I was

moved by the idea of searching
Che among ordinary people. |
also wanted to find Che in our
country and wanted to see how im-
portant Che is to us. | had been
thinking of writing a script on Che
for the last two years. | have
adapted Asian People's Theatre's
play in Bangladeshi context. The
new generation does not realise
the true spirit of Che."

Members of Asian People's
Theatre along with the director of
Maybe Che, Mok Chiu Yu and ac-
tress Apple Chan were present at
the show. The 30-minute prelude,
which has been staged here, is a
summary of the theatrical search
for Che in different cities of Latin
America.

While describing her experi-
ence in Bangladesh Apple Chan
said, "Yesterday | went to the mu-
seum and there | saw many 'Che's
because all your freedom fighters
are 'Che' who fought for better
days."

,) Udichi D

(February 11-16)

rama Festival 2005 &

Seminar held after the inauguration

ERSHAD KAMOL

After many years Udichi Central
Drama Branch has arranged a six-
day long drama festival at the Mahila
Samity Stage, the most popular thea-
tre venue in the country.

Amidst a large audience the open-
ing ceremony of the drama festival
took place on yesterday morning at
the Mahila Samity Stage. Acclaimed
theatre personality Mamtajuddin
Ahmed inaugurated the festival.
Jatin Sarkar, president of Udichi,
chaired the programme while Probir
Sardar, assistant general secretary
of Udichi, and Mahmud Selim, gen-
eral secretary of the group, delivered
speeches.

Following the inauguration
programme, a seminar titled "Dhaka
centered theatre practice in Bangla-
desh" was presented by Kamaluddin
Kabir, an acclaimed set designer in
the theatre arena of the country. Pro-
fessor Niranjan Adhikari chaired he

programme after which Professor
Momtazuddin Ahmed, Professor
Motlub Ali, Dr Biplab Bala, Azad Abul
Kalam, Ashish Khondokar, Saidur
Rahman Lipon, Hasan Shahriar and
others participated in a discussion
on the paper.

Kamaluddin Kabir has presented

some survey reports on the indige-
nous art forms and news on the af-
fected artistes at the district level pub-
lished in different dailies. An interest-
ing part of Kabir's paper contains
some documents depicting huge
theatre activities at the district level
during the 19th century. Theatre ac-
tivities in such massive scale are not
found at present.

Discussants, however, failed to of-
fer proper observations on the paper
presented by Kabir. Most of them in-
troduced their own views on various
aspects of theatre, apparently irrele-
vant to the seminar's topic. Since the
seminar dealt with the approach of
theatre practice in Bangladesh, it
was expected that more renowned
theatre leaders of the country would
be present. However none of the
Bangladesh Group Theatre Federa-
tion leaders were present at the
event.

Preview

Nagorik Natyangan
Drama Festival 2005

Apurba Golap presents our theatre history

Abhash, a theatre group from West
Bengal, India, stages Apurba
Golap today at the National Thea-
tre Stage at6:30 p.m.

Written and directed by Shekhor
Samaddar, Apurba Golap is not a
historical play, although it presents
some historical events of the time
when urban theatre in a European
form was introduced in the subcon-
tinent during British regime.

In those days, harlots performed
the female characters since
women from ordinary households
were not allowed to act in theatre.
Often these actresses could earn
social status through their theatri-

Fourth sequels of Die Hard and
Indiana Jones on the way

The coming years might well see the return of two great-
est Hollywood hits--Die Hard and Indiana Jones.

Bruce Willis has recently confirmed that he will appear
in a fourth Die Hard movie. "Die Hard 4 is being written as
we speak, and if all goes well we'll be shooting it in Autumn
on the east coast of the United States," Willis said. "John

tellyou aboutit."

Hostage, directed

Talley.

Ford has

McClane has retired as a
cop, and that's all that
Fox have allowed me to

Bruce's new film

Florent Emilio Siri, sees
Willis as former LAPD
hostage negotiator Jeff

Meanwhile, Harrison
recently
revealed what the latest
was on Indiana Jones 4. Frank Darabont had written a
draft, but that did not receive the green light. Instead,
George Lucas and Steven Spielberg hired Jeff
Nathanson to do a rewrite and things are looking good.

Asked whether or not "Indy 4" will still be made, Ford
answered, "No doubt about it." And while he says this
next film is his, he wouldn't mind a younger actor playing
Indy in possible future films.

George Lucas, who rejected Darabont's script, is
happy with the new draft from Nathanson.

cal achievement. Sukumari Datta
was one such actress who was a
prostitute in her early life and later
came to theatre, but did not get any
social recognition. Through the
story of these theatre artistes, the
laywright draws an overall picture
of theatre of that time--profile of art-
istes, their social condition, and
their protest against the British colo-
nisation and others. Ajit Roy de-
signs the set of the play while Badal
Das designs the light. Mou
Bhattacharya, Moloy Banarjee and
Shekhor Samaddar perform in
Apurba Golap.
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