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Cultural programme commemorates

Art Exhibition

Title: Cosmic Journey

Artist: Alilmam

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts

Time: February 09-22, from 12pm to
8pm

Ceramics
Exhibition

Title: Twelve Hundred Degree
Celsius Plus

Organiser: Clay Image

Venue: Gallery Kaya

Time: February 11-24, from 11am to
8pm

Bangla Baul
Festival 2005

Organiser: Palli Baul Shamaj
Unnayan Shangstha

Venue: Public Library Sawkat Osman
Auditorium

Time: February 09, at6pm

Musical Soiree
Artistes: Prithwiraj and the members
of Gayokee MusicAcademy
Organiser: Gayokee MusicAcademy
Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26, Mirpur
Road, Dhanmondi

Time: February 9-10, at 7pm

Solo Concert

Artiste: Kumar Biswajit

Organiser: Fusion

Venue: Bangladesh Shishu Academy
Auditorium

Time: February 10

Artistes: Meeta Pandit and Allie
Delfau

Organiser:Alliance Francaise
Venue: Goethe-Institut, House 10,
Road 9, Dhanmondi

Time: February 19, at7pm

Drama Festival
Nagarik Natyangan Natya
Utshab 2005

Organiser: Nagarik Natyangan
Venue: National Theatre Stage,
Bangladesh Shilpakal Academy
Date: February 6-12, at6:30pm
Schedule

Feb 09 Brand (CAT)

Feb10Ami Birongana Bolchhi
(Nagarik Natyangan)

Feb 10 Shikarokti (Abhash, India)

Feb 11 CharAdhyay (Do)

Feb 12 Apurba Golap (Do)

Amar Ekushey

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

KUSH--the word generates

immense emotion in every

Bangalee's heart. And with
the commitment to spread the
spirit, Shammilito Sanskrik Jote
(SSJ) held a cultural programme at
the Shaheed Minar premises
yesterday.

By placing floral wreath as
homage to the martyrs of 1952,
Mahbubul Alam Chowdhury,
language activist and composer of
the first poem on Ekushey--Ami
fashir dabi niye eshechi, inaugu-
rated the 11-day long programme.
Singers of cultural groups Udichi,
Kranti and Chhayanaut rendered
the National Anthem and the
timeless song of Ekushey, Aamar
Bhaier Rokte Rangano Ekushey
February.

The inauguration was followed
by a discussion session. Presided
over by Nasiruddin Yousuff

Bachchu, president of SSJ, cultural
activists Ramendu Majumder,
Golam Kuddus, Ataur Rahman,
Mannan Heera, Afzal Hossain and
poet Mohammed Samad spoke on
the occasion.

Poet Mahbubul Alam Chowdhury
said, "If everyone lights a lamp it
would achieve the power of Sun. We
should unite ourselves with the spirit
of Ekushey to fight against all evils
and misdeeds."

Speakers opined that every
coming generation will have to
achieve their rights to freedom
through understanding the spirits
of Ekushey and the Liberation War
of the country.

After the discussion, a colourful
cultural programme was held at the
premises. Spandan's dance
sequence, Swanan's group recita-
tion, Udichi's rendition of chorus
and Mahola Theatre's street play
titted Karod Goli delighted the

Performers of Udichi, Kranti and Chhayanaut presentlng the timeless
song of Ekushey

Shankar Maitri and Belayet The programme will start every-

Hossain and songs by Bulbul
Mahalanabish, Moloy Kumar
Ganguli, Bulbul Islam, Biswaijit Roy
and Mamun Zahid Khan also

audience. Solo

Bhaswar Bandopadhyay,

recitation by
Ravi

captivated the crowd.

day at4pm. SSJ organises another
programme from February 15 to 21
at the Rabindra Sarovar Mancha,
Dhanmondi.

"Artists at the district level
face discrimination”

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

--Abdu

ULTURE activists often point out that
the Dhaka-based artistes have more
opportunities to perform and popularise
their art form than those based elsewhere in the

country. A classic example is Abdur Rahim, who
is a popular folk singer in his region but is yet to

make it to the limelight.

Music producer and singer at the Chittagong
Radio Centre, Rahim has been performing for
30 years. As a folk singer, he is also an enlisted
artiste of Bangladesh Television (BTV). Rahim
has released eight solo albums in Chittagong.

Rahim says, "Because of the massive popu-
radio singers do not get
sufficient recognition. And so artistes like
myself, who are more involved with radio
hardly get any recognition
amongst the greater audience across the coun-
try. Thatis why, | think artistes at the district level
who get less chance to perform on TV face

larity of television,

programmes,

discrimination," says Rahim.

Rahim began his music lessons while at
school. Prabadh Dewan was his first mentor.

folk music is

passionate
Chittagong,"

a short life.

Later, he learnt folk music from Mohammed
Shah Bangali. He learnt classical music from
Ustad Abul Hossain, AK Mezbahuddin Ahmed
and Abul Hossain. Although Rahim also per-

r Rahim

forms Nazrul songs, he prefers folk songs. As he
says, "The lyrics and tunes of folk music are
close to my heart. Music is my profession. But,

my passion." Of all the folk genres,

Rahim likes Bhabtatta (spiritual) most, because
the songs carry a deeper meaning."l also like
mystic songs of Gurutatta, Lalon, Hason Raja,
Krishna Kirtan and Maijbhandar. 1 am also a

fan of the regional
Rahim says.

songs of

On the distinctive style of Maijbhandar,

Rahim says, "It is a kind of regional song of
Chittagong. It was introduced at the
Maijpbhandar Darbar Sharif, the famous reli-
gious shrine."

On the contemporary remix of popular folk
songs Rahim says, "Remixes of any genre have

Only a veteran singer's heartfelt

tunes remain evergreen."

Abdur Rahim is a keen proponent of research
work in the realm of folk music. As he says, "l
think in every Shipakala Academy at the district
level there should be some research work on
folk music so that the rich indigenous songs
remain etched in the public memory."

Discussion on Abbasuddin
and Quamrul today

Quamrul Hasan

Abbasuddin Ahmed

Bangladesh
Shilpakala Acad-
emy holds discus-
sion sessions on
eminent folk singer
Abbasuddin Ahmed
and artist Quamrul
Hasan today at its
premises, says a
pressrelease.

The Fine Arts
department of the
academy will
organise the dis-
cussion session on
Quamrul Hasan to
commemorate the

17th death anniversary of the legendary artist on the ground floor of the training
centre of the academy at 4pm. Artists Syed Jahangir, Abu Taher, Syed Lutful
Haque and art critic Mainuddin Khaled will speak on the occasion.

This will be followed by the discussion on Abbasuddin Ahmed at the same
venue at 5pm. Organised by the Music and Dance department of the academy,
the programme will be participated by Professor Mansur Musa, director gen-
eral of Bangla Academy, and renowned folk singer Indramohon Rajbangshi will

Photography Workshop

Learn framing

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Imagine being able to catch

precious moments in time--
family, friends, nature and
travels. The means? A little

'portrait magic'. For photogra-
phy enthusiasts, the photo-
graphic wing of the Centre for
Asian Arts and Cultures (CAAC)
is set to organise its second
four-day long workshop on
portrait photography from
February 23 to 26. The work-
shop will be conducted by
acclaimed photographer, Nasir
Ali Mamun, who has framed
famous personalities of Dhaka
and overseas with his camera
and created a niche in portrait
photography.

On the second, third and
fourth days, different guest
speakers will give lectures on

a good portrait!

portrait photography.

The course also includes the
projector and slide shows of the
photographic works of the
world's famous photographers.
Discussions will also be held on
their various photographic
techniques. Apart from this, the
aspiring photographers will get
practical experience through
daylong portrait photography
sessions. After the workshop,
the organiser will arrange a
photography exhibition of the
works of the participants.

This workshop is open to
those with a basic knowledge of
photography. Those interested
can get registration forms from
the office of CAAC at 62, Sci-
ence Laboratory Road and
Srabon at Aziz Co-operative
Supermarket. The last day of
the registration is February 20.

Nagorik Natyangan
Drama Festival 2005

"The new venue of this festival

will attract the audience”
--Mahmudul Islam Selim

ERSHAD KAmMOL

2005, convenor Selim

Mahmudul Islam Selim is
the convenor of the
ongoing weeklong drama
festival arranged by
Nagorik Natyangan. A
regular performer of
Nagorik, Selim is the
director and playwright of
Habuchandra
Gabuchandra. He also
designs sets and lights for
the productions of his
group.

On the Nagorik
Natyangan drama festival

says;,—Whenever, we
arrange any drama
festival we honour some
theatre personalities for
their contribution to our
theatre. This year, we
honoured eight personali-
ties. We always arrange a
seminar on theatre for the
benefit of theatre activists.
The topic of this year's
seminar is ‘Translation of
drama' which will be
presented by Abdus
Selim."

"In fact, besides plays

by our playwrights, trans-
lated and adapted plays
of foreign drama have
been staged regularly in
Bangladesh. We think,
the seminar will help
those involved in translat-
ing or adapting foreign
plays"he adds.

Selim feels proud of
arranging a drama
festival at the newly
opened National Thea-
tre Stage. He thinks that
the new venue of this
festival will attract the
audience.

Picture shows Shahadat Hossain
and Sabina Sultana in a romantic
scene of the play Brand by Centre
for Asian Theatre (CAT). The
ongoing nagorik natyangan drama
festival presents the play at the
National Theatre Stage today at
06:30 pm. Directed by Kamaluddin
Nilu, the play is translated by
Manzur-e-Moula from Norwegian
playwright Henrik lbsen's play of
the same name.

Aamir shifts to new age film

Aamir Khan, known for his penchant
for perfectionism, has begun the
shooting of his latest Hindi film,
based on the lives of today's youth.
Khan who has changed his style
for the character he portrays in the
movies, has again changed his style
for Rang De Basanti, a film where he
is playing a disco jockey. "It's basi-
cally a film about the youth of today
and where these youngsters are
moving in their life," said Khan.

Khan has also changed his hair-
style for the film and now sports a
terrifically young look, which he says
is in sync with his character, as he did
in his superhit film Dil Chahta Hai and
the upcoming The Rising.

Rang De Basanti, produced by
UTV and directed by adman Rakesh
Mehra, will also have another top
actor, whose casting is yet to be
done.

Jackson's Thriller voted best ever video

Michael Jackson's Thriller has been
voted Britain's favourite pop video of
alltime.

The 1983 classic, which sees the
singer turn into a zombie, beat offer-
ings from Madonna and Queenin the
Channel 4 poll. The King of Pop has
two videos in the Top 10, voted for by
TV viewers.

Peter Gabriel's Sledgehammer
(1986), revolutionary for its com-

puter animation, is second in the list.
A-ha's Take on Me (1985), which
sees a comic book hero come to life,
is third and Queen's seminal Bohe-
mian Rhapsody (1975) fourth.
Madonna's controversial Like a
Prayer (1989)--including the star's
infamous kiss with a black Jesus--is
fifth while Robbie Williams' Rock DJ
(2000) is sixth, and another Jackson
hit, Billie Jean, seventh.

The Verve's Bitter Sweet Sym-

phony (1997), which sees Richard
Ashcroft march down a London
street barging into everyone he
meets, is eighth. Madonna has a
second placing in the Top 10, with
Vogue (1990) in ninth and Nirvana's
Smells Like Teen Spirit (1991)--
where cheerleaders dance in the
gym, while Nirvana fans reach such
a frenzy they trash it and tie up the
janitor--is 10th.
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