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Khulna reporter flown
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Khulna Medical College and Hospital
(KMCH) immediately after the power-
ful explosion that also grievously
wounded three other newsmen,
including the press club's president.

His face, stomach and legs were
seriously burnt and his left eye was
extremely injured, said doctors at the
KMCH, who amputated his left hand
on Saturday night. They later referred
him to the CMH failing to improve his
condition even slightly.

Belaluddin was helicoptered to
Dhaka at 1:00pm yesterday. Doctors
attending him at the CMH said his
condition was still ‘critical'.

Belaluddin's wife Tanjila Belal, a
lecturer at Islamia Intermediate
College in Khulna, Dr Moniruzzaman
of Islami Bank Hospital, and two
other people accompanied him in the
Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) chop-
per.
Khulna City BNP President M
Nurul Islam MP, local journalists, high
officials of local civil and police
administrations, and a large number
of leaders of Jamaat, BNP and
Awami League were present at the
Khulna helipad when the chopper
took off at 12:00noon.

On the other end, Social Welfare
Minister and Jamaat Secretary
General Ali Ahsan Muhammad
Mujahid, Khulna City Mayor Tayebur
Rahman and Ali Asgar MP received
Belaluddin, who also is the Rokon of
Khulna City Jamaat, at the old airport
in Tejgaon.

Aboard of medical experts yester-
day examined him. He is in the
Intensive Care Unit (ICU), CMH
sources said.

Among the other three victims, the
condition of Daily Jugantor Staff
Photographer Zahidul Islam has not
improved yet. He, too, was severely
injured hit by splinters all over the
body. He is undergoing treatment at
Khulna Surgical Clinicin Sonadanga.

Khulna Press Club President and
Prothom Alo Khulna Bureau Chief
Shaikh Abu Hasan and The News
Today Khulna Correspondent Rafiqul
Islam Tutul have been released after
primary treatment at a local clinic
adjacenttothe press club.
PROTEST PROGRAMMES
Journalists of Khulna brought out a
procession yesterday noon in the city
condemning and protesting the
dastardly attack. Arally was held after
the protest procession on the press
club premises.

Speakers at the meeting bitterly
criticised police for their failure to
provide security for Khulna journal-
ists despite frequent death threats
given by extremists.

They demanded immediate
removal of Khulna Police
Commissioner Javed Patwary and
also an impartial enquiry to find out
why security forces were withdrawn
from the press club on Saturday,
which is believed to have made
ample opportunity for the terrorists to
launch a remote-controlled bomb
attack on the club.

The assembled journalists also
strongly condemned the termination
of the investigation into the unsuc-
cessful grenade attack on January 4
on Dip Azad, Khulna bureau chief of
Dainik Jugantor.

Speaking at the rally, Dainik
Purbanchal Editor Alhaj Liaquat Ali
expressed his deep concern at the
rampant and ceaseless attacks on
journalists in Khulna. He said the
failure of police to track down the
killers of journalists Haroon, Manik
Saha and Humayun Kabir Balu has
made this latest attack on newsmen
possible.

Khulna Press Club President
Sheikh Abu Hasan, Khulna Union of
Journalists (KUJ) President Makbul
Hossain Mintoo, Daily Tribune Editor
Begum Ferdausi Ali, MUJ Acting
President Anisuzzaman, Khulna
Press Club Secretary Feruque
Ahmed and KUJ Secretary
Mohammad Shahab Ali also
addressed the meeting.

Local units of BNP, Awami
League, Jamaat and Jatiya Party in
separate press statements strongly
condemned the attack on press and
demanded immediate arrest and
exemplary punishment to the attack-
ers.

The political leaders expressed
their solidarity with all programmes to
be undertaken by the journalist
community against the bomb attacks
and murders.

Khulna Press Club, KUJ and MUJ
will form a human chain today from
11:00am till 12noon in front of Picture
Palace cinema hall protesting the
bomb attack.

Journalists of all local newspa-
pers will abstain from work tomorrow
to stop publication of the February 8
issue.

A protest rally will also be held
Tuesday morning at the press club.
PROBE & SECURITY
Khulna police yesterday arrested two
persons -- Habi Shaikh, 35, and
Khokon, 32 -- in the violence-stricken
southwestern city in connection with
the bomb attack. A special team of
police officials is quizzing the two
arrestees.

No complaint or case was filed
with Khulna Sadar Police Station in
connection with the bomb blast until
filing of this report yesterday evening.

A nine-member team of army
explosives experts headed by Major
Khaled from Jessore cantonment
came to the press club yesterday
afternoon to collect evidence. Earlier,
on Saturday night, Rab officials also
visited the spot.

A one-member committee com-
prising a deputy commissioner was
formed to find if police neglected in
their duty during the incident. The
team was scheduled to submit its
report yesterday night.

The police authorities have
deployed around 250 policemen at
the local newspaper offices and the
press club to provide round-the-clock
security.

Jalil accuses
Moudud of
creating political
instability

UNB, Dhaka

Awami League General Secretary
Abdul Jalil yesterday accused
Law Minister Moudud Ahmed of
fanning up political instability in
the country.

Earlier on Saturday, Moudud
told reporters that the AL will have
to shoulder full responsibility for
the postponement of the Saarc
summit and pay the price for it.

In reply, Jalil asked Moudud
not to give any lesion to the peo-
ple.

At a post-hartal briefing at the
party's Dhanmondi office, Jalil
blamed the BNP-led alliance for
destroying the achievements of
the Liberation War.

"If the four-party alliance gov-
ernment stays in power, it'll
destroy democracy, rule of law
and Bangladesh's political envi-
ronment," Jalil added.

He alleged the government has
created an anarchic situation and
is trying to push the country
towards conflict and confronta-
tion.

The AL lawmaker said no-one
is safe in this suffocating situation
as the government is trying to
snatch away people's constitu-
tional rights of peaceful demon-
strations.

"We demand of the alliance
government to step down in a bid
to establish a people's govern-
ment and rule of law through an
election under a neutral caretaker
government,” he said.

Jalil condemned police actions
and arrest of his party activists
during hartal hours and
demanded their immediate
release.

Awami League leader Tofail
Ahmed, Suranjit Sengupta, MP,
Mustafa Jalal Mohiuddin, Obaidul
Kader, Asaduzzaman Noor, MP
and Nazma Rahman, among
others, were present at the press
briefing.

Security upped
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Apart from the agitation
programmes, the meeting would
discuss party lawmakers' joining the
parliament session that will resume
on the same day, party insiders said.

"Counter programmes by the
ruling alliance is nothing but
attempts to cause anarchy in the
country," AL General Secretary
Abdul Jalil yesterday told a press
briefing. He said if the four-party
alliance men attack the 'peaceful
protests' of the opposition, AL along
with other parties would be forced to
take tougher programmes.

"Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina will announce fresh
programmes on February 8," Jalil
said.

Meanwhile, ruling alliance
sources said after holding rallies
across the country today they will
take up a series of programmes to
face the AL and other opposition
parties on the streets. "We won't
allow Awami League any chance to
take control of the streets," said a
BNP leader adding that
programmes of the party will be set
after examining AL's next
programmes.

"We will face conspiracy and
anarchic politics of the opposition
politically. We are now observing
programmes individually, but soon

we'd announce united programmes
of the four-party alliance,” Health
Minister and BNP's standing com-
mittee member Dr Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain told newsmen
yesterday.

BNP sources said they have
plans to make today's rally at
Muktangan a grand gathering by
mobilising a huge number of activ-
ists from different parts of Dhaka
and adjacent districts.

"Our programmes are not meant
to collide with the opposition's
programme," Abdus Salam, general
secretary of Dhaka city unit BNP,
told The Daily Star yesterday.

Besides BNP, its allies would
hold rallies today. Jamaat-e-Islami
will hold a rally at North Gate of
Baitul Mukarram Mosque and 10J
led by Mufti Amini at the South Gate
ofthe mosque.

Referring to government's deci-
sion to face them on the streets, AL
Presidium Member Tofail Ahmed
said if the government take any
repressive measures against the
opposition parties, they would opt
for an all-out 'action programme’.
'Programmes like hartals, road
blockades, laying siege to the
Secretariat and rallies are on the
cards to force the BNP-Jamaat-led
coalition to step down," he added.

Bangla Bhai
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said yesterday.

They said he is likely to fly to a
Muslim country.

The sources also said the
dreaded JMJB operations com-
mander was staying in Sylhet when
the grisly grenade attack on the
Habiganj Awami League rally was
made killing former finance minister
SAMS Kibria and four others.

According to sources, the
patrons of Bangla Bhai have
advised him to stay abroad for a
short while until the shock waves of
the Habiganj killing subside.

It has also been learnt that Abdur
Rahman alias 'Shai Bhai', the JMJB
chief, will stay on in the country and
look after JMJUB operations.

The sources said, a few days ago,
Bangla Bhai was preparing to go to
Rajshahi to avenge the killing of three
JMJB activists including Abdul Baki
of Bogra. But before reaching
Rajshahi, he came to know that 66
JMJB operatives had been arrested
in the meantime and he might face
the same fate as soon as he enters
the city.

The sources also said a number
of JMJB bomb squads are active in
Naogaon and Rajshahi districts. A
few days ago, a member of a bomb
squad was injured while making
bombs at a Rajshahi village.

JMJB men
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But, Sources said, Mustafizur
Rahman Mustaque, reportedly the
second in command of the Islamist
terrorist outfit, though was also
remanded in police custody, is yet to
disclose any information.

They said it is so because police
have not been interrogating
Mustaque as per an order of a top
police official.

But Bagmara Police Station
Officer in-Charge ABM Golam
Kibria denied the allegation.

Meanwhile, Forman Ali, the
leader of the 12 Islamist militants
arrested in Natore, told police that a
middle aged bearded man named
Abdul Quaiyum used to be Natore
regional leader of Jama'atul
Mujahidin Bangladesh (JMB).

But Ali could not give any more
details about Quaiyum and said he
used to meet them only when he
thoughtit to be necessary.

"Our party (JMB) is active in
almost all areas in Natore and we do
nothing but study the holy Qur'an
and Hadith and call people to follow
us," a police official quoted Ali as
saying.

Ali also told police that they hate
NGOs, as "they are spoiling our
women and plotting to control our
country. We should all resist them."

Jubo League leader

FROM PAGE 12
Begum, his wife.

"Bellal ran away from the house
and police and the BNP cadres
chased him. Since then he went
missing," Hasina told reporters at
the DMCH.

"l had searched for him every-
where, from our relatives' houses to
Dhaka jail and the DMCH morgue in
vain," she added.

Hasina found her husband's
decomposed body floating in the
waterbody near the slum at around
12:30pm yesterday.

Bellal hailed from Barajalia
village in Hijla upazila in Barisal and
had two children -- Nasir, 7, and
Dulali, 2.

POLICE VERSION

Deputy Commissioner (South
Division) of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police Khan Sayeed Hasan said the
cause of Bellal's death will be known
after autopsy.

Police filed an unnatural death
(UD) case yesterday, he said.

He added that if the autopsy report
suggests he did not die an unnatural
death, the case would automatically
turninto amurder case.

Hasina
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police protection," said the AL chief.

She added: "There were com-
plaints that the police were posted
on duty during the hartal without
badge, only to facilitate the Chhatra
Dal cadres in police dress to curb
the hartal."

Hasina further alleged that
though the BNP-Jamaat govern-
ment speaks of facing its opponents
politically, they were using goons to
obstruct the movement.

She said hartal is a peaceful
constitutional means of public
protest, but the "government merci-
lessly beat up" opposition leaders
and workers, MPs and women
workers on the street.

"Pregnant women are being
tortured in police custody while
infant's mother was tortured inhu-
manly after arrest," she complained.

"Is it a duty of the government to
suppress the peaceful protest and
deny the constitutional right to hold
meetings and processions?" asked
the opposition leader.

She wanted to know why police
protection was not given at the
public meeting of Shah AMS Kibria
MP. "Ahsanullah Master MP was
shot dead in daylight. Being a parlia-
ment member, he was not given
police protection at his meeting?
Had there been police protection,
these two elected members of
parliament would not have been
killed," she said.

On Saturday's bomb blast at the
Khulna Press Club resulting in
injuries to four journalists, Hasina
said police was assigned there after
the killing of journalists Manik Saha
and Humayun Kabir Balu. "But why
police was withdrawn at the time of
bomb blast last night? | want to
know if the police was lifted to facili-
tate the bomb attackers."

Exploitation, abuse
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training courses to educate women
about cultural and working condi-
tions abroad and requiring recruiting
agencies to compensate female
workers in the even of exploitation
orlostwages.

The repeal of the ban has lead to
an appreciable rise in the number of
women migrating abroad for work,
experts and official sources say,
adding that the increase is good for
the country and good for the women
themselves. "Women tend to better
utilize and send home more of their
earnings as compared to men," said
Tasneem Siddique, chairperson of
Refugee and Migratory Movements
Research Unit (RMMRU), citing a
2001 report published by her organi-
zation, Transcending Boundaries:
Labor Migration of Women from
Bangladesh. "Employment abroad
affords women economic independ-
ence and social empowerment,”
Siddique added.

Lower migration fees are another
benefit of female labor, since in most
cases women pay only Tk 40,000 to
60,000 to arrange their trips abroad,
as compared to at least Tk one to
two lakh for men. As a result, women
have less debt to repay and there-
fore more money to send home.

Women working abroad offer
tremendous economic and social
prospects for Bangladesh. But lack
of training and illegal migration
makes them vulnerable to the
system of exploitation underlying
migratory labor.

The difficulties often begin even
before they leave their native land
since | most cases they must pay a
recruiting agency Tk 60, 000 to
arrange their trip, including their visa
and a place of work abroad. Often
they sell their land or borrow heavily
to pay the exorbitant fees, hoping to
recoup the losses after they've
arrived abroad. But many are not
that fortunate, and find that they are
forced to work long hours for less
pay than they were promised. Some
are not paid at all. The least fortu-
nate are beaten or verbally
assaulted on a regular basis.
Despite these hardships, many
women are unable to sim;y leave or
return home, since they often do not
have money, are confined to their
employer's home, or do not speak
the language well enough to find for
themselves.

This is a story repeated many
times over Baliarpur village of
Kunda Union, Savar, where many of
the residents have worked abroad.
One of them is Shamsunnahar, 35,
who went to Bahrain in 2000 to work
as a domestic worker. The prospect
of a better life cost her dearly: Tk
60,000, which she borrowed from
her relatives at the interest rate of
one hundred percent. One of her
aunts, Piara, who has been working
for a Bahrain family since 1988,
arranged her visa with the lucrative
offer that she could refund the
borrowed money within a short time
and then send back money for her
children athome.

But Shamsunnahar's hopes
evaporated almost immediately
after she arrived in Bahrain, when
she learned she could not follow the
language of her employers. "My
madam orders me to bring a bowl; |
give a glass. Or she orders me to
wash the toilet; | start sweeping the
room," says Shamsunnahar, mother
of two sons and a daughter.

"So, my sir and madam were
very unhappy with me. They
scolded, and even sometimes beat

me up. My aunt lived far from me,
but still tried to help me learn the
language, but it was quite impossi-
ble for me, and so I finally decided to
return. It was only a one month and
8-day stay there," she wails, sitting
on the veranda of her one-room
makeshift.

Shamsunnahar returned home
with no money, three mouths to feed
and unimaginable amount of debt.
This is a tale repeated many times
over by women in Baliarpur village
who have returned from Middle
Eastern countries. lllegal migrants
often face even harsher conditions,
such as those suffered by Jamila, a
domestic worker in Dubai whose
tragic fate was chronicled in The
Daily Star.

However, BMET director general
S.M. Wahiduzzaman said BMET
provides mandatory training for all
workers, including women, to
explain the customs and traditions
of respective countries, as well as
the nature of work and proper treat-
ment abroad.

lllegal workers are not afforded
the benefits of such training, render-
ing them vulnerable to exploitation,
the DG said. "All who go for jobs
must secure clearance from BMET,"
he said, adding, "The government
cannot do much for those who go
throughillegal channels."

Some migration laborer advo-
cates, however, said the orientation
provided by the BMET is not ade-
quate for the unskilled domestic
workers, since most of them hail
from remote areas and lack the
education training to understand the
orientation. More than that, corrupt
officials create opportunities for
migrant workers, including women,
to pay bribes so that they can
receive clearance without actually
attending pre-departure orientation
classes, the sources added.

Migration advocates insist the
system of female migratory labor is
worth protecting, but needs more
oversight and better training for
workers.

"We want the women of our
country go to other countries for
work and contribute to
Bangladesh's economy, but at the
same time they must be well pre-
pared, and their vulnerability and
exploitation must be considered,"
said Syed Saiful Haque Asif,
Chairman of the Welfare
Association of Repatriate
Bangladeshi Employees (Warbe),
which operates 13 centers in the
country helping Bangladeshi repa-
triates to rehabilitate.

Nipah virus
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The CDC experts have found at
least two patients to be carriers of
the deadly virus after examining
both of the samples.

Meanwhile, a joint team of
experts of Health Directorate and
International Centre for Diarrhoeal
Disease Research, Bangladesh
(ICDDR,B) has visited the infected
area recently and collected more
samples.

"The joint team will again visit the
infected area very soon and collect
samples from different animals and
plants to identify how the disease is
transmitted to the human body,"
said one of the sources from
Directorate of Health.

Cop killed, 80 hurt
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Saturday's bomb attack on the
Khulna Press Club premises
where four journalists were injured.

Police and paramilitary troops
patrolled the boulevards of capital
Dhaka and other main cities.

They arrested at least eight
women opposition activists includ-
ing Marufa Akhtar Poppy, vice-
president of Bangladesh Chhatra
League, from the Dainik Bangla
crossing following a scuffle with
police at about 11:45am after a
procession led by Tofail Ahmed
and Asaduzzaman Noor MP tried
to move towards the Shapla cross-
ing.

Elsewhere, a cocktail was
hurled near a police bus at
Kalabagan at about 3:00pm, police
intercepted activists of the Jatiya
Samaijtantrik Dal (JSD) when they
tried to bring out a procession from
its central office on the
BangabandhuAvenue.

In the old part of the city, one
small trader sustained burn injuries
when some picket allegedly
sprayed kerosene and lit up the
rickshaw he was travelling by.

At Tongi, nearly 40 people,
including a policeman, were
injured as pro-hartal activists

clashed with members of law-
enforcement agencies at Notun
Bazar at around 12 noon. The
trouble erupted when police pre-
vented a procession led by local
lawmaker Zahid Ahsan Russel.

In Rangamati, at least 20 oppo-
sition leaders and activists were
injured when ruling BNP cadres
attacked them with sticks and
brickbats in Bonorupa Bazar at
around 11:30am, reports our corre-
spondent.

It was alleged that BNP district
unit secretary Zahir Ahmed and
town unit BNP president Shah
Alam led the attack with a gang of
50, riding on 18 motor bikes.

They mercilessly beat up
Chhatra League leader Natun
Kumar Tripura, who was later
admitted to the Rangamati general
hospital. The ruling party men also
harassed a police Sl during the

attack.

Meanwhile, the district unit of AL
will enforce a dawn-to-dusk hartal
in Rangamati today in protest
against the attack.

In Sylhet, police arrested nine
opposition activists in the city.
About 20 persons including the
Sylhet City Corporation Mayor
Badar Uddin Ahmed Kamran and
district AL president ANM Shafique
sustained minor wounds when
police baton-charged and lobbed
three teargas shells near Surma
Market.

In Nilphamari, police virtually
sealed off the district AL office and
restricted a gathering of more than
five persons anywhere in the
district, writes our correspondent.
Also police arrested former
Chhatra League district general
secretary Mizanur Rahman from
his house during a raid on
Saturday night.

Speaker
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in a grenade attack in Habiganj on
January 27.

The critically injured AL law-
maker was rushed to the Birdem
Hospital in the capital in an ambu-
lance and pronounced dead on
arrival.

"Dr Reza Kibria accused me of
lying and fraudulent practices. In a
civilised society, no-one uses the
word 'liar'; rather the word 'untrue' is
used. So, his statement is devoid of
courtesy," he said.

Dr Reza, son of Kibria, on
Saturday accused the speaker of
lying about his father's killing.

Sircar said, "I had served as
minister in six cabinets in the past,
but no-one has ever accused me of
lying or fraudulent practices."

"He's a doctorate and should
behave like a doctorate," Sircar
added.

Prime Minister's Parliamentary
Affairs Adviser Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury was present during the
press briefing.

Saifur refutes
press reports

UNB, Dhaka

Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman
yesterday protested the statement
made by the family of former minis-
ter Shah AMS Kibria quoting him as
saying that Kibria's murder was 'part
ofregional killings'.

An official release said Saifur
was 'surprised' reading the state-
ment in some newspapers yester-
day morning. He denied having
made any such comment anywhere
after the assassination of Kibria.

Saifur said, "Being aggrieved,
I've conveyed sympathy to the
bereaved family of Shah AMS Kibria
in different statements through the
press and also demanded justice
and proper investigation into the
killing."

He termed the insinuation in the
statement ‘imaginary’ and ‘'base-
less', and 'totally motivated and
contradictory'.

Hartal at Ctg
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atrocities on AL leaders and jour-
nalists on Saturday," he said.

But he warned the government
of tougher agitation if it continues
to attack on leaders and activists of
opposition parties. Mohiuddin also
demanded apology from the
Chittagong police administration
for Saturday's repression on oppo-
sition.

Earlier, leaders of the
Chittagong Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (CCCI), Bangladesh
Garments Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA),
Tea Traders Association of
Bangladesh (TTAB), Clearing and
Forwarding Agents Association
and Shop Owners Association met
with the 14-party opposition alli-
ance at the AL office at Darul Fazal
Market to withdraw the hartal for
the sake of economy.

CCCI Vice President MA Latif
and BGMEA Director SM Nurul
Haque urged the AL and other
opposition parties to reconsider
the fresh hartal call to save econ-
omy struck with a series of strikes
recently.

"The whole country has already
suffered terribly for hartals, and a
fresh programme will only serve
crippling blow to the economy,"
they said.

The business leaders also
condemned the brutal killing of
former finance minister Shah AMS
Kibria, terming his death an irrepa-
rable loss to the country. They
demanded proper investigation
into the killing and exemplary
punishment for the culprits.

Meanwhile, operations at the
Chittagong Port were greatly
disrupted due to yesterday's
hartal.

Though cargo handling did take
place to some extent, no delivery of
goods could be made.

Body decides
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The meeting informed that a special
tribunal would be set up to have the
land-related cases settled rapidly. A
draft on the formation of the special
tribunal is now being prepared by
the land ministry.

The committee, formed in
February 2004, has so far recov-
ered about 265 acres of land worth
about Tk 634 crore in Dhaka,
Gazipur and Narayanganj districts.

Govt ready
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Another home ministry source said
Interpol, which has been investigat-
ing the August 21 grenade attack on
an Awami League rally in Dhaka,
has already been given 'full access'
to all relevant evidence and wit-
nesses when a two-member dele-
gation of the agency visited
Bangladesh last week for need
assessment.

"Interpol will come here soon to
begin a full-length investigation
and the government agreed to give
them all-out support,” the source
added.

Talking to The Daily Star yester-
day Babar said the government has
given top importance to the investi-
gation into the August 21 and
January 27 attacks to identify the
criminals.

"The government will not spare
anyone irrespective of their party
affiliation after the investigation," he
said.

Babar said he talked to the US
ambassador immediately after the
Habiganj attack and sought 'good
investigators' from the US to investi-
gate theincident.

"l have not mentioned the name
of the FBI or any other agency in my
request. | have asked for expert
investigators. They have many
detective and investigation depart-
ments and it is up to them whether
they send the FBI detectives or
detectives from any other depart-
ment," he added.

He said the US ambassador
assured him of informing the US
government's decision once he
gets any message from
Washington.

About terms of reference and the
demand for full access to evidence
and witnesses, Babar said these will
be fixed once the government gets
official response from the US gov-
ernment.

4 Egyptians abducted
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assisting the US military. In
September, insurgents captured a
dozen of its employees but later
released them.

In violence a US marine was killed
in action Saturday in an area south
of Baghdad which includes the so-
called "Triangle of Death", the US
military announced yesterday in a
statement.

"A Marine assigned to | Marine
Expeditionary Force was killed in
action yesterday, while conducting
security and stability operations in
the North Babil Province," the
statement said.

Iragi security forces clashed with
armed Sunni villagers south of
Baghdad yesterday leaving four
dead and nine wounded in a region
dubbed the triangle of death, med-
ics said.

The gunbattle erupted after the
Iraqi army and police raided the
village of Albu Mustafa, 20km north-
west of the provincial capital of Hilla.

Two soldiers, a police officer and
a gunman were killed, police and
medics said. Four soldiers and five
gunmen were wounded.

"Clashes erupted between the
security forces and the armed men
which lasted two hours," a police
officer told AFP.

Anti-US insurgents have won
widespread support in Sunni areas
immediately south of Baghdad that
border Shia southern Iraq, earning
the region its notoriety.

In the capital, the interior ministry
reported two new insurgent Killings
while a bomb blast in the centre of
the main southern city of Basra
wounded one person.

An employee of the Baghdad
provincial government was shot
dead in the street by gunmen on
Saturday morning, a ministry official
said.

About an hour later, another man
was killed in similar fashion in the
same district of eastern Baghdad,
the official said.

The blast in the normally calm
Shia city of Basra came one day
after a booby-trapped motorbike
killed four soldiers there.

To the north, three Iragis were
killed in shootings and a bomb blast,
while the body of businessman was
discovered, secuirty sources said.

Asoldier and a civilian died when
Iraqi troops and rebels clashed in
Samarra, raided by US-led troops
last October in a bid to rid it of insur-
gents ahead of the January 30
elections, said Captain Assad
Amjad.

Another seven people were
wounded, including four children, in
a nearby gun battle between insur-
gents and security sources, said a
hospital doctor.

Near Balad, a civilian was killed
and four soldiers wounded when a
homemade bomb exploded as a
military convoy went past, said
police.

Meanwhile, the body of a 46-
year-old businessman, Ahmed
Abdelkader Abed, was found in Tuz,
near Saddam Hussein's home town
of Tikrit.

The victim had been shot dead,
said police.

Elsewhere, insurgents assassi-
nated a member of the Baghdad city
council, Abbas Hasan Waheed, and
a member of Iraqg's intelligence
service in two separate drive-by
shootings.

Bombs and clashes killed seven
Iraqis in Samarra and Tal Afar, north
of Baghdad, and in Ramadi, to the
west.

Eight bodies were found
Saturday in Anbar province five in
Ramadi and three in the town of
Baghdadi and residents said they
were believed to be Iragis who
worked for the Americans or Iraqi
security services.

The extremist Ansar al-Sunnah
Army posted a video on an Islamist
Web site Saturday showing seven
people being shot. The group said
the seven were Iragi National
Guardsmen captured two days ago
inan ambush west of Baghdad.

Police interrogated the driver
and translator of the lItalian journal-
ist, Sgrena, 56, who was kidnapped
Friday near Baghdad University
compound. Officials said the two
have not been charged.

AWeb site posting in the name of
the Islamic Jihad Organisation
claimed responsibility for the kid-
napping, but ltalian officials said
they were not convinced the state-
mentwas genuine.

A roadside bomb killed four Iraqi
national guardsmen early Saturday
in Basra, Iraq's second-largest city.
Gunmen stormed a police station in
the northern city of Mosul, killing five
officers, police said.

The brother of Mosul's police
chief was kidnapped Saturday,
police said, three days after the
official, Gen. Mohammed Ahmed al-
Jubouri, threatened to destroy rebel
sanctuaries if insurgents did not
surrender their weapons within two
weeks. Al-Jubouri said late
Saturday that his brother was freed
in a raid that netted nine of the
kidnappers.

Militants loyal to an al-Qaeda-
linked group said Saturday that they
had executed seven Iragi security
personnel abducted west of
Baghdad.

"The divine rule executed seven
miscreants taken prisoner in violent
combat with the valiant
Mudjahedeen in the Abu Ghraib
region," said the statement posted
on the website of the Ansar al-
Sunna group.

It promised to dish out the "same
fate... to all those who support the
crusader forces in Iraq at the
expense of the Mujahedeen".

BNP closely observes
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27 grenade attack. Habiganj district
unit BNP leaders are supplying the
details to the BNP top brass in Dhaka.

The party men, however, remain
tight-lipped about the proceedings,
as they consider it a sensitive issue,
the BNP source added.

President of Habiganj district BNP
Syed Md Faisal told The Daily Star
that on his return to Habiganj today
he would talk to the local leaders and
activists and only then if needed the
party may express its views on the
developments since January 27.

A BNP leader seeking anonymity
said information gained from the
grass-roots level suggest that the
arrested leaders and activists are
very much unlikely to be capable of
carrying out attack on such a large
scale.

Referring to Quaiyum's visits to
the area a few days before the fatal
grenade attack on Kibria, the BNP
leader said, "His visits were merely to
get acquainted with the locals so that
they could help him secure the party
nomination for the next election in the
constituency."

Although intelligence agencies
and the Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
had picked up and unofficially
detained or arrested many BNP men,
they released within hours of the
arrest Nurunnabi Ujjal, former presi-
dent of Islami Chhatra Shibir.

Investigating officers have told
The Daily Star that Ujjal was
released, as information obtained
from him proved irrelevant to the
investigations.

However, another source
involved with the investigation said
that strong pressure from the district
Jamaat leaders on the law-
enforcement agencies in fact had
resulted in the release of Ujjal.

Sources said local BNP leaders
are worried over the unofficial deten-
tion of suspects, but they do not
officially voice the concerns because
of their ruling party affiliation.

Law states that suspects picked
up in relation to an investigation must
be produced in the court within 24
hours. But suspects picked up from
various places in connection with
January 27 attack have been
detained for 'questioning’ without
letting their families know anything
about their whereabouts.

Quaiyum's wife Suraiya Afroza
told The Daily Star last night, "l don't
yet know where my husband is, no
one has told me anything."

"Police took him away saying that
they wanted to ask him some ques-
tions. But | have not heard from him
or the police for over two days now,"
said Afroza.

She met BNP Secretary-General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan at his house
on Saturday night and submitted a
written request to him for assistance
inthe search for her husband.

Bhuiyan said he would look into
the matter and suggested that Afroza
meet Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman and Prime Minister's
Political Secretary Haris Chowdhury,
as they are the ones who look after
the BNP politics in Sylhet, Afroza
said.

The same night when she went to
Haris Chowdhury's residence, she
was told that he was not home,
Afroza added.

Afroza said the law enforcers had
taken away Quaiyum's passport,
share documents and savings certifi-
cates from their house but did not
provide herwith a seizure list.

Meanwhile, President of Habigan]
municipality unit BNP Aminur Rashid
Amran while asked to comment on a
section of BNP activists being the
focus of suspicion said, "As the
investigation is still on, | would rather
not speak. But | want the investiga-
tion to run uninfluenced and reveal
the truth."

Thaksin wins
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"We think we have more than
enough seats to form a one party
government," he declared in a TV
interview a few hours after polling
stations closed. "But due to political
etiquette, | will have to talk to the
Chat Thaileader first."

He sought to allay fears that the
overwhelming triumph, which would
allow him to rule virtually unopposed
for another four years, would send
Thai politics backwards due to lack
of transparency and checks and
balances. The staggering victory
means the opposition will still be
unable to censure him, and if Thai
Rak Thai ends up garnering more
than 400 seats, the entire Cabinet
will be immune against censure.

"In the next four years, the aca-
demics, the opposition and other
critics will get to know me better. I'm
willing to open myself for criticism.
The race is over now and it's time we
turn to each other and start working
together," he said.
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