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Musings
o " Nasreen and her world

Mymensingh Geetika calls
for promotion

aid of

tsunami victims

Organiser: (?hhayanat OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh television, said Palakar Mrinal Dutta, an advocate and
Venue: National Theatre Stage at the chief artiste of Mahua Shilpigoshthi. "As a nation's
Shilpakala It's back to the roots. Several groups of youth in the culture gives it an identity, traditional culture should not

be over looked. For this reason we have launched the
mission to preserve our heritage. Quality performances
of folk plays can draw a huge audience which has been
proven over and over again. However, in many cases,
due to lack of support we face financial crises and are
unable to stage our shows on aregular basis," he added.

Mahua Shilpigoshthi has already performed different
palas of Mymensingh Geetika on various occasions,
including the staging of Mahua and Malua Sundari four
times in Dhaka. Recently, the group staged Malua
Sundari at Sufia Kamal auditorium of the Bangladesh
National Museum which was greatly praised by the select
audience. To popularise such folk plays, Mahua
Shilpigoshthi also stage their palas on different social
occasions, including wedding ceremonies.

Mahua Shilpigoshthi has also been doing research
work on different palas of Mymensingh Geetika. Palakar
Mrinal plays the role of the protagonist in the plays while
other young artistes Sumon, Shaheen, Shampa, Chaiti,
Sohani, Tomal and Mukta play the roles of the dohar
(chorus).

Afzalur Rahman Bhuiyan, professor of Bangla
Department of Government Ananda Mohan College, told
The Daily Star that all the palas of Mymensingh Geetika
depict Bangalee society hundreds of years ago when
people lived in peace and harmony. Female characters
dominate the palas and depict women's freedom, which
is a burning issue now, said Professor Bhuiyan adding
that the palas are a perennial source of inspiration for
AT - building up an ideal society. He expressed the need for
more research work for the survival of this valuable
aspect of Bangla literature. Farida Yeasmin, a lecturer of
Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin Art Institute, said that the
cultural organisations should conduct more research on
Mymensingh Geetika.

country have launched a concerted effort to popularise
the important chapters of Mymensingh Geetika
(indigenous compilation of the great bards). Among the
facets of Mymensingh Geetika that they have staged are
Mahua Sundari, Malua Sundari, Dewana Madina,

Date: February 03-04

Book Publication

Ceremony

Title: Meena Shamagra

Guests: M Shamsul Islam, Begum
Selima Rahman, Enayetullah Khan
Venue: VIP Lounge, National Press
Club

Time: February 03, at 10:30am

three siblings.

Nasreen is on firm ground in terms of
technique. A student of the Bulbul Academy of
Fine Arts (BAFA), she has a diploma in Rabindra
Sangeet from this institution. She was, in fact, in
the first batch to get the certificate in 1961. Apart
from BAFA, she was also involved in an
organisation called Oikotan, which sought to
promote Rabindra Sangeet. This group used to
organise cultural shows in Dhaka. Nasreen
recalls singing Tagore, Atul Prasad and DL Roy
songs.

Starting out singing on the radio and TV in
1964, she has had a successful career in
Rabindra Sangeet. What draws her to this genre
of music? Nasreen warms up to the subject. As
she says, "l am attracted by the lyrics and tune of
Rabindra Sangeet --particularly the devotional
and seasonal songs. It touches my heartin a way
that modern music doesn't. When you sing a song
on the rainy season, you can feel the rain. For
example, in Hridya Mondrilo, you can feel the
thunder and raindrops. Then there's Shokatore Oi
Katiche, a sad song, which lifts me up when | am
down."

Nasreen believes that Rabindra Sangeet is
evergreen. Who can forget Tagore's songs
which have been rendered into the national
anthems of India and Bangladesh, she asks.

How does she view fusion music? She is
quite open to it. "I quite enjoy Baul songs with
western musical instruments. But | don't like this
idea with Rabindra Sangeet. | don't mind a few
adaptations but not much," she maintains.

For now Nasreen has set herself a modest
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Chandrabati, Kajol Rekha, Velua Sundari, Sonai Madhab
and Kamala Ranir Sagar Dighi. These literary works
have been promoted by Mahua Shilpigoshthi, a cultural
organisation, for the last few years.

" M USIC is my therapy," says Nasreen.

"Rabindra Sangeet is spiritual.

When | am sad, it lifts me up," she
adds. Though she has had a gap of four years as
a performer on radio, stage and TV--due to
personal reasons--she is veering around to the
view that it may be a good idea for her to plunge
herself in work. And that means putting her soul
into her singing persona and her role as
Associate Professor in the physics department
of Dhaka University.

At the moment she has taken a few tentative
steps to get back to singing again. Probhat
Chandra Dhar, a tabla player, visits her home
once a week and she practices singing with him.
She will go back to regular practice this month.
"For the time being | will sing at home and then
decide whether to go back to public perfor-
mances or not," says Nasreen.

Film Screening
Title: New German Feature Films
Organiser: Dhaka University Film
Society

Venue: Goethe-Institut, House 10,
Road 9, Dhanmondi

Time: February 01-03

Schedule

February 03

4:00pm  Punkitchen und Anton
6:00pm Das fliegende
Klassenzimmer

8:00pm  Emil und die Detektive

| quite enjoy Baul songs
with western musical
instruments. But | don't
like this idea with
Rabindra Sangeet.

A stage performance by Mahua Shilpigoshthi

Nasreen Shams presenting Tagore songs from the
Space Exhibition studio of Radio Pakistan, Dhakain the mid 1960's
Title: Exploring the Solar System
Organiser: British Council
Venue: Novo Theatre

Time: January 16-February 15, from

Nowadays, such significant palas (folk plays) are
being ignored at the face of the advent of many modern
sources of entertainment including the satellite

Dhaka University.

Her brother Igbal Bahar Chowdhury, head of
Bangla service, Voice of America (VOA),
pitches in the conversation by gently reminding

0 g her of dates. According to him, Nasreen lacks goal. "I want to sing for myself and my " =
DR "I have to go back to singing otherwise I might  the ambitious streak and is "lazy'. The only CD,  satisfaction," she says. Here's hoping that the S St t t t S

not be able to hold on to life," she adds. For the  which she has to her credit, he says, is Shudhu  Vicissitudes of fate will not prevent her from esame ree urns O lSlm ur
Art Exhibition moment she has a modest goal: to sing at  Tomar Bani, a family CD of recitation and songs.  attaining this ambition.

functions held by the Physics Department of The performers are Nasreen along with her

On a visit to the sets of Sisimpur in Film Development
Corporation (FDC),Khurshid Jahan Haque, Minister for
Women and Children Affairs, said, "Quality educational
television programmes like Sisimpur can play a critical

Title: Painting Show 2005
Artiste: Javed Jalil
Venue: Shilpangan, House 25, road

5, Dhanmondi role in teaching children counting and important health
_— J and social issues."

Time: February 04-09, from 10am to The series for children is co-produced by the non-profit

Tpm educational organisation Sesame Workshop, says a

Mehdi Hasan: The ghazal king reigns supreme

press release. Sisimpur is a Bangladeshi adaptation of
the world famous television series Sesame Street and
features Bangla-speaking Muppets, animation and live-
action segments. The series is funded under a grant of
United States Agency for International Development
(USAID) and is expected to debut on BTV later this year.
Sesame Workshop has co-produced similar
programmes in over 20 countries in the world over the
last 35 years.

Mystery fan marks Poe's birthday

So-called 'Poe Toaster' brings roses, cognhac

Title: Les Jours de Jean-Jacques
Rousseau

Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhaka

Time: January 27-February 10

Music fads may come and go, but the ghazals of Mehdi Hasan linger on
in the memory. Even amidst the current cacophony of loud, jarring
tunes and remixes, his songs have an everlasting appeal.

The main ingredient of Hasan's success is his careful choice of
ghazals. In addition, his thorough knowledge of music has helped him
render many a raga meticulously and in a wide range of styles such as
Dhrupad, Thumrior Dadra.

According to the critics, only Hasan could have rendered classics
such as Mujhe tum nazar se gira to rahe ho in Doraha (1967) or Yeh
wafaon ka diya aapne in Phir Chand Nikle Ga (1970). His songs from
Jawab Dua (Zindagi ja, chod de peecha mera) or Daagh (Tum zid to kar
rahe ho) are but some examples of his memorable songs.

His much-awaited latest album, Sada-e-Ishq, has Hasan and poet
Farat Shahzad coming together for a second time. Known for his
passionate poetry, Shahzad has written eight delightful ghazals in this
album. The tunes have been composed by Altaf-e-Haider. This
promises to be a memorable album not just because of beautiful
ghazals like Humse tanhai ke mare or Pyaar karne ki is dil ko but
because age is catching up with Hasan. However, the Shahenshah-e-
Ghazal (as he is popularly known) retains the ability to spring many a
musical surprise on his audience.

Hasan was born into a musically inclined family in a town called
Lunain Rajasthan, 107 miles from Jaipur. His father was Azim Khan but
his uncle, Ismail Khan, who had attended the Bhatkhande college in
Lucknow, took the six-year-old under his wings and started training him
in the arts of singing and wrestling. Hasan was an adept singer even as
a child and began his career as a radio artiste. Later, he started singing
ghazals. He struck gold with his very first ghazal Mera khayal in the film
Shikaar (1962). Coupled with his soothing voice and perfect rendition,
his rise was meteoric. There was no looking back after that.

Later on in life, his elder brother, Ghulam Qadir, fondly called
Punditji, had a great influence over him. He composed most of Mehdi
Hasan's ghazals, including Gulon mein rang bharay baad-i-naubahar ture.
chalay, which was recorded in Lahore in 1959 and became an instant No one, not even Jerome, knows

s Compiled by Cultural Correspondent the identli'ty of the‘s.o-called "I?oe
Toaster." The visit was first

Khurshid Jahan Haque, Minister for Women and Children
Title: Exposition Affairs, with guests atthe FDC set for Sisimpur
Artiste: Ronni Ahmmed
Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhaka

Time: February 18-26

Title: Sylhet: On Its Own

Artists: members of North South
University Photography Club
Venue: Room no 100, BTA Tower,
29, Kamal Ataurk Avenue, Banani
Time: February 01-03

and black hat.

"He put the roses and cognac at
the base of Poe's grave and put his
hand on top of the (tomb) stone. He
paused and put his head down," the
museum curator said. He left after
about five minutes, Jerome said.

The Vvisitor's three roses are
believed to honor Poe, his mother-in-
law and his wife, all of whom are
buried in the graveyard. The
significance of the cognac is
unknown.

For decades, a frail figure made
the visit to Poe's grave. But in 1993
the original visitor left a cryptic note
saying, "The torch will be passed." A
later note said the man, who
apparently died in 1998, had passed
the tradition on to his sons.

The mystery man was dressed for
the cold rather than tradition, and
some spectators were not quite as
respectful as in years past.

But for the 56th year, a man stole
into a locked graveyard early on
Edgar Allan Poe's birthday and
placed three roses and a half-empty
bottle of cognac on the writer's
grave.

Jeff Jerome, curator of the Poe
House and Museum, who has seen
the mysterious visitor every January
19 since 1976, gathered with about
20 people Tuesday night to glimpse
the ritual.

"It was absolutely frigid," Jerome
said of the sub-20 degree tempera-

Title: Reflection & Revelation
Artists: Kazi Rakib

Venue: Gallery Kaya, House 20,
Road 16, Sector 4, Uttara

Time: February 01-07, from 11am to
8pm

Edgar Allan Poe

documented in 1949, a century after
Poe's death.

This year, the visitor arrived at
1:10 a.m. in a heavy coat and
obscured his face with a black
pullover, Jerome said. He was not
wearing the traditional white scarf

Mehdi Hasan was no Ustad in the classical sense of the word, but he
was every Ustad's favourite singer, and they loved and respected him
for his control over sur and taal, as well as his knowledge of classical
music. Listen to his live concerts of "classical ghazals in rare ragas" in
which Ustads of the calibre of sarangi nawaz Sultan Khan of India and
tabla nawaz Shaukat Husain Khan of Pakistan accompanied him.

Solo Concert
Artiste: Kumar Biswajit
Organiser: Fusion

Venue: Bangladesh Shishu
Academy Auditorium

Time: February 10

Source: AP
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Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and | o3240 pyidoye Mati O Lo 1:30  Cover Story 8:00  Hello Doliie . Spainel PRI e 6:30  English Premier Football
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