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REUTERS, Tokyo

Maria Sharapova will give top 
priority to the defence of her 
Wimbledon title this year after 
insisting the world number one 
ranking can wait.

"Being number one is not for this 
year, I don't think," Sharapova said 
in an interview on Tuesday. 

"For this year, I would love to 
defend Wimbledon. It's what drives 
me."

"My main goal is to be number 
one in the world of course," added 
the Russian, who is playing at this 
week's Pan Pacific Open tourna-
ment in Tokyo.

"But if it's not tomorrow, or not in 
a year then, you know, if it will hap-
pen it will happen -- if not, whatever."

Sharapova was less ambivalent 
when asked about her fierce rivalry 
with Serena Williams, who she beat 
in last year's Wimbledon final and at 
the season-ending WTA Tour 
Championships.

But the world number four 

squandered match point in a 2-6, 7-
5, 8-6 loss to Williams in last week's 
Australian Open semifinals, leaving 
them tied at two apiece in their 
head-to-head record.

"With Serena, it probably is the 
biggest rivalry (in women's tennis) 
because we have such great 
matches," said the 17-year-old. 

"It's great for the game. It's 
amazing."

Williams rose from seventh to 

second in the rankings after beating 
Lindsay Davenport in the Australian 
Open final to win her seventh Grand 
Slam title.

"It was good experience," 
Siberian-born Sharapova said of the 
match against Williams.

"Obviously, it was disappointing 
to lose when you're a point away 
from winning the match. But you 
know, I have no regrets.

"I still have a lot to learn. Next 
time, I'll know I've been in this situa-
tion and I think I'll be a little smarter."

Sharapova has received a 
frenzied welcome in Japan, with 
reporters tripping over themselves 
to get near her, forcing the teenager 
to seek sanctuary in a Tokyo temple 
earlier this week.

But the Florida-based player, a 
part-time model who, like Williams, 
also has ambitions as a fashion 
designer, has made it clear she is in 
Japan on business.

"It's exciting," said Sharapova. 
"But whoever's across the net, I 

want to beat them -- no matter how 
small or big, or difficult or easy they 
are." 

'No 1 not for now'

MARIA SHARAPOVA

Ten in line for 
Euro 2012
AFP, Nyon

Ten countries, including joint efforts 
by Poland and Ukraine as well as 
Croatia and Hungary, are lining up 
bids to hold the finals of the Euro 
2012 football championships. 

Azerbaijan, Greece, Italy, 
Romania, Russia and Turkey have 
told the governing body they were 
preparing to submit bids by the 
deadline of July 21. 

UEFA's executive committee will 
whittle the candidates down to a 
shortlist of three in November. The 
host will be chosen in December 
2006. 

"We are delighted with the level 
of interest shown by our member 
associations in hosting the final 
tournament of the European football 
championship 2012, and wish all 
candidates the best in their work 
over the next few months," said 
UEFA chief executive Lars-Christer 
Olsson. 

The list so far includes several 
countries which were in the running 
for Euro 2008, which will be held in 
Austria and Switzerland. 

Turkey and Greece have opted 
for seperate bids this time around 
instead of a joint effort, Hungary has 
done the opposite in teaming up 
with Croatia, while Russia is trying a 
solo venture again. 

FIFA catches
beach fever! 
AFP, Zurich

FIFA is launching its first ever beach 
soccer world cup this year, world 
football's governing body said 
Tuesday. 

Twelve countries are expected to 
compete in the first FIFA Beach 
Soccer World Cup, which is likely to 
take place in Brazil later in 2005. 

"FIFA is convinced that beach 
soccer is and will increasingly 
become an important and attractive 
part of the sport of football," it added. 

The format of the event is still 
being finalised. 

It is expected to build on the 
world championships organised by 
the Beach Soccer World Wide 
federation since 1994. 

 

AFP, Athens

Brazil World Cup star Rivaldo is 
weighing up whether to stay at 
Olympiakos Piraeus beyond the 
end of the season. 

"When the championship fin-
ishes, I'll think about my future," 
Rivaldo told the Kathimerini daily. 

"I'll stay until the summer to win 
titles, and then we'll see." 

G r e e k  l e a g u e  l e a d e r s  
Olympiakos released a statement 
denying press reports that Rivaldo 
was not happy with team coach 
Dusan Bajevic who substituted 
Rivaldo at halftime of Sunday's 
league match against Aris Salonika, 
which Olympiakos won 2-1 at home. 

The Brazilian signed a two-year 
contract with Olympiakos during the 

summer with an option for an 
additionalal 12 months on an annual 
salary of 1.8 million euros (2.3 
million dollars). 

AFP, Glagow

Scottish Premier League champi-
ons Celtic signed controversial 
Newcastle striker Craig Bellamy on 
loan for the rest of the season.

A statement issued on the 
Glasgow giants' official website just 
four hours before the end of the 
transfer day deadline said: "Celtic 
are delighted to announce that 
Newcastle United striker Craig 
Bellamy has signed for the club on 
loan until the end of this season."

Moving to Parkhead will see 25-
year-old Wales striker Bellamy 
linking up with international team-
mate and fellow forward John 
Hartson with Celtic understood to 
have the option of signing the player 

on a full-time basis at the end of the 
season.

Earlier in the day Bellamy 
rejected a six-million-pound perma-
nent move to Birmingham.

Celtic manager Martin O'Neill 
appears to have successfully 
exploi ted the reluctance of 
Newcast le chairman Freddy 
Shepherd and manager Graeme 
Souness to sanction a loan move to 
another English Premiership side.

Souness decided he had had 
enough of Bellamy after the striker 
feigned an injury ahead of the 
January 23 game against Arsenal 
and then accused his manager of 
lying in a TV interview.

"This is a massive football club," 
Bellamy told a news conference 
broadcast on Sky Sports. "My first 
home game, if I play, will be an Old 
Firm derby and that's incredible. 

AFP, London

Manchester United striker Ruud Van 
Nistelrooy, like many Dutch players, 
has a dark side. 

Van Nistelrooy, who misses 
Tuesday's Premier League clash at 
Highbury with an Achilles injury, was 
banned for three matches for a 
crude tackle on Arsenal left back 
Ashley Cole in United's controver-
sial 2-0 win in the reverse fixture in 
October. 

"Like a lot of Dutch players, there 
is a darker side to him," Bergkamp 
was quoted as saying in the London 
Evening Standard. 

The 35-year-old Arsenal stalwart 
has been criticised himself for some 
poor challenges in the past and says 
a nasty streak often goes together 
with a Dutchman's natural skill. 

"I have had moments myself in 
my career. On one side he is a 
brilliant footballer but on the other a 
little bit dirty, like a lot of us. 

"You find that many strikers have 
this mean side to them -- a side 
which in some ways, they have to 
have. It helps them stand their 
ground but it can look clumsy." 

The bad blood between Van 
Nistelrooy and Arsenal began last 
season when the United striker was 
shoved around by Arsenal players 
after missing a late penalty in a 0-0 
draw at Old Trafford. 

Four Arsenal players were 
banned and the club was fined 
175,000 pounds ($329,000). 

Bergkamp is set to start 
Tuesday's match, which will be 

crucial in determining which club 
can best chase runaway leaders 
Chelsea in the remaining weeks of 
the season. 

He is pleased Van Nistelrooy will 
not be playing because of the threat 
he poses in the box rather than the 

threat of causing more ugly scenes. 
"I knew him during my last year 

with the Dutch national team. I 
admire the way he plays football. He 
is a good player and for that reason 
it is important that he doesn't play," 
Bergkamp said. 

Van Nistelrooy's secret!

RUUD VAN NISTELROOY

Celtic get Bellamy
on loan

Rivaldo having
second thoughts

RIVALDO
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 run-out chances in the 17th and 
20th overs which could have seen 
top-scorer Yousuf Youhana dis-
missed for either seven or 15.

Instead Yousuf went on to clock a 
brilliant 106 off 100 balls. He and 
Inzamam, who made 74, set their 
team on the road to a big score with 
a 134-run partnership for the fourth 
wicket.

Big-hitting Afridi also contributed 
with his usual flair, belting 23 runs off 
10 balls, including two sixes before 
being bowled by Bradshaw.

Bradshaw was the pick of the 
West Indian bowlers, taking 3-47 off 
10 overs.

West Indies captain Brian Lara 

said Pakistan could go on to win the 
finals. "I don't think it's going to be 
one-sided," he said.

Pakistan's late burst of form, on a 
tour which has seen them lose the 
Test series 3-0 to Australia, came as 
a huge relief to Inzamam.

"It is very satisfying because I 
think the boys played really well," 
said Inzamam.

"The boys are really playing well 
now because I think they are used to 
the playing conditions.

"Everybody knows we are not 
favourites in the finals -- definitely. 
But we will try hard ... we will try our 
level best."

SCOREBOARD

Pakistan pip Windies
Scoreboard of the triangular VB 
Series one-day international 
between Pakistan and the West 
Indies at the Western Australian 
Cricket Association Ground on 
Tuesday:
PAKISTAN
Butt c Browne b Bradshaw 19
Akmal c Bravo b Bradshaw 17
Hameed b King 24
Youhana run out 105
Inzamam b Bravo 74
Razzaq st Browne b Hinds 7
Afridi b Bradshaw 23
Malik not out 8
Naved run out 3
Extras: (lb-4, w-19, nb-4) 27
Total: (For 8 wkts in 50 overs) 307
Fall of wickets: 1-37, 2-44, 3-90, 4-
224, 5-248, 6-279, 7-300, 8-307
Did not bat: Iftikhar, Khalil
Bowler O M R W
Collins 10 0 46 0
Bradshaw 10 1 47 3
King 10 0 60 1
Hinds 5 0 44 1
Gayle 5 0 51 0
Bravo 10 0 55 1
WEST INDIES
Gayle c Browne b Naved 0
Powell c Kamran b Naved 23
Sarwan st Akmal b Afridi 87
Lara c Iftikhar b Khalil 19
Chanderpaul c Inzamam b Iftikhar 58
Hinds c Inzamam b Khalil 30
Bravo b Afridi 1
Browne b Naved 36
Bradshaw b Naved 0
Collins c Khalil b Iftikhar 1
King not out 3
Extras: (lb-3, w-11, nb-5) 19
Total: (All out in 48.1 overs) 277
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-67, 3-99, 4-
194, 5-198, 6-203, 7-257, 8-259, 9-
262
Bowler O M R W
Naved 9.1 0 29 4
Iftikhar 9 0 67 2
Khalil 10 0 59 2
Razzaq 9 0 61 0
Afridi 10 0 47 2
Butt 1 0 11 0
Result: Pakistan won by 30 runs.
Man-of - the-match:  Yousuf  
Youhana.
Toss: West Indies.
First final: Aus v Pak, Feb 4.
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decision had been made at Monday's 
meeting of the ACC.

"All the other Test playing nations of 
the ACC -- India, Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh -- have confirmed partici-
pation in the tournament and we will 
have some qualifying teams also," the 
PCB boss confirmed.

Pakistan have not hosted any of 
the previous eight Asia Cup tourna-
ments held since 1984 because of 
their poor diplomatic relations with 
neighbours India.

Six teams competed in the last Asia 
Cup, which was held in Sri Lanka last 
year with the hosts winning the final.
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Langeveldt also missed the rain-
affected first one-day international 
in Johannesburg on Sunday which 
England won by 26 runs according 
to a Duckworth-Lewis calculation.

TEAMS
SOUTH AFRICA (from): Graeme 
Smith (captain), Adam Bacher, 
Nicky Boje, Mark Boucher, AB de 
Villiers, Herschelle Gibbs, Andrew 
Hall, Jacques Kallis, Justin Kemp, 
Andre Nel, Makhaya Ntini, Ashwell 
Prince, Shaun Pollock, Jacques 
Rudolph.
ENGLAND ( f rom):  Michae l  
Vaughan (captain), Kabir Ali, James 
Anderson, Gareth Batty, Ian Bell, 
Paul Collingwood, Ashley Giles, 
Darren Gough, Steve Harmison, 
Matthew Hoggard, Geraint Jones, 
Kevin Pietersen, Vikram Solanki, 
A n d r e w  S t r a u s s ,  M a r c u s  
Trescothick, Alex Wharf.
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out in the decisive fifth match. The 
young Chittagong right-hander 
totalled 179 runs at an average of 
44.75.

Only Barney Rogers, the 
Zimbabwean left-handed opener 
who had a dream run and was 
adjudged man-of-the-series, scored 
more runs (251) and finished with a 
better average (50.20).

Bashar and Taibu, the two oppos-
ing captains, played their part too 
finishing among the top four batters.

Bangladesh left-arm spinner 
Manzarul Islam, ignored at the start 
of the one-dayers, bagged the 
highest number of wickets with nine 
from three games. But his senior 
spin partner Mohammad Rafique, 
who sat out the first three contests 
due to injury, however, finished with 
the best average.

Aftab, Manzarul 

Second ODI 

PCB for changes BBC ONLINE, undated

England pace veteran Darren 
Gough has issued some words of 
encouragement to out-of-sorts 
spearhead Steve Harmison.

Harmison, the world's top-
ranked bowler prior to the tour of 
South Africa, endured a wretched 
Test series with just nine wickets at 
an average of 73.

"Confidence plays a big part in 
fast bowling, especially after a 
couple of games haven't gone your 
way.

"It goes in spells and he's a 
quality bowler. He's going to take 
wickets sooner rather than later," 
Gough said.

"I don't think Harmison is doing 
that much wrong. He had two 
catches dropped on the last day of 
the last Test."

Harmison was retained in the 
one-day squad after overcoming a 
calf complaint, and will be available 

for the third match in Port Elizabeth 
on Friday.

But after England's attack per-
formed so well in Sunday's win in 
Johannesburg, the Durham pace-
man knows he will not be an auto-
matic selection.

"It is progressing nicely, and with 
a bit of luck I will be fit for Port 
Elizabeth, (but) the way the boys 
have bowled I might not get a 
game," Harmison said.

Gough also spoke out in support 
of James Anderson, who failed to 
impress in the only Test he played 
against South Africa.

"Jimmy will come back a lot 
stronger and better bowler," Gough 
said.

"Playing cricket is what he needs 
and hopefully he can get a run of 
games with Lancashire when the 
new season begins.

"But I've not seen any bowler in 
the world who can bowl the sort of 
balls he can -- they're looking as if 
they're going at leg-stump and then 
they hit off."

Gough, 34, was upbeat about his 

own form after returning 2-27 in the 
first match of the series in another 
solid new-ball display.

"I always have a point to prove, 
but not in a nasty way; hopefully it's 
with a bit of humour," he said.

"I keep working and even though 
I'm going on 35, I'm still trying to 
improve.

"It's the simple things you have to 
make sure you're doing right, 
because you can get a bit lazy.

"I've been working on that and I 
think it's been reflected in my accu-
racy.

"I know that once you're over 30 
people want youout, but I must be 
doing something right because the 
selectors, the captain and the coach 
all want me in the team."

Gough, who quit Test cricket in 
2003 to prolong his one-day career, 
aims to be a part of England's 2007 
World Cup squad despite his 
advancing years.

"It's not that far ahead and I 
certainly haven't ruled it out," said 
Gough, England's leading one-day 
wicket-taker with 216 scalps.

Gough bowls for Harmison

Nat'l Jr chess 
resumes
SPORTS REPORTER 

The BASIC Bank 26th National-Sub-
J u n i o r  ( U n d e r - 2 0 )  C h e s s  
Championship resumed yesterday at 
the Bangladesh Chess Federation 
hall-room.

A total of 24 players including 
Parag, Robin, Ali Shahi, Mostafa, 
Nazir, Liza, Nahid, Saimon, Shiblu and 
Saif secured maximum two points at 
the end of the second round.

Parag beat Tarek, Robin beat 
Pavel, Shahin beat Soumen, Ali beat 
Tariqul, Mustafa beat Mahfuz, Nazir 
beat Sharif, Liza beat Monir, Nahid 
beat Hanif, Saimon beat Saluddin, 
Saif beat Asif and Shiblu beat 
Mahmood..

Nat'l chess 
qualifiers 
Feb 11
SPORTS REPORTER

The preliminary phase of the 31st 
National Chess Championship will 
begin from February 11.

Interested players have been 
requested to enroll on or before 
February 9. 

GM Ziaur Rahman, GM Niaz 
Murshed, IM Reefat Bin Sattar, IM 
Abdullah Al Rakib and IM Enamul 
Hossain Rajib have earned direct 
entry to the final round.

PHOTO: AFP

Shiv Sena activists shout slogans during a protest against the proposed visit of the Pakistan cricket team to India in 
New Delhi yesterday.

WI announce SA,
Pak tours dates
REUTERS, St. John's

The West Indies Cricket Board 

(WICB) on Monday announced the 

following itineraries for the 2005 

tours by South Africa and Pakistan:
SOUTH  AFRICA
Mar 25 Arrive, Antigua
Mar 31-Apr 4 1st Test, Guyana
Apr 8-12 2nd Test, Trinidad
Apr 21-25 3rd Test, Barbados
Apr 29-May 3 4th Test, Antigua
May 7 1st ODI, Jamaica
May 8 2nd ODI, Jamaica
May 11 3rd ODI, Barbados
May 14 4th ODI, Trinidad
May 15 5th ODI, Trinidad
May 16 Depart, Trinidad
PAKISTAN
May 8 Arrive, Antigua
May 18 1st ODI, St Vincent
May 21 2nd ODI, St Lucia
May 22 3rd ODI, St Lucia
May 26-30 1st Test, Barbados
June 3-7 2nd Test, Jamaica
June 8 Depart, Jamaica

Murali may still
play Kiwi Tests
REUTERS, Sydney

The Australian surgeon who 
operated on Muttiah Muralithan's 
shoulder said the Sri Lankan 
spinner's injury is not as bad as 
initially feared and he may still 
play in the Test series with New 
Zealand in April.

Mural i tharan t ravel led to 
Melbourne to see David Young, 
Sri Lanka Cricket's surgeon, 
straight after playing in a three-
match tsunami fundraising series 
in New Zealand last month, during 
which he complained of severe 
pain in his bowling shoulder.

The 32-year-old off-spinner 
underwent an arthroscopy on the 
shoulder, which was operated on 
last August to drain a painful cyst, 
on Monday after an MRI scan 
showed a tendon tear.

However, Young said there 
was no serious damage and 
Murali-tharan may be able to 
return sooner than the 10-week 
layoff the bowler had originally 
been told to expect.

"He's an outside chance (to 
play against New Zealand)," 
Young told Australian Associated 
Press on Tuesday.

"It's a partial tear, he doesn't 
need it repaired and he will head 
home on Friday."

Sri Lanka's tour of New 
Zealand was postponed because 
of the Asian tsunami but two Tests 
have since been rescheduled for 
April.AFP, Melbourne

Rising young Australian cricketer 
Michael Clarke said Tuesday he 
was prepared for his golden run to 
end after winning the Allan Border 
Medal.

The dashing 23-year-old bats-
man on Monday won Australian 
cricket's top individual honour 
ahead of the more experienced 
Damien Martyn.

Clarke has been the sensation of 
Australian cricket in the last year 
with his continued strong one-day 
form and centuries on Test debut 
home and away.

"I've been really enjoying my 
cricket, especially over the last 12 
months -- I made my debut for 
Australia in Test cricket, I've been 
doing pretty well in one-dayers and 
hopefully, fingers crossed, I will 
continue doing well," Clarke told 
reporters Tuesday.

"But there does come a time 
where unfortunately in this great 
game you can't do well all the time 

and I know that's going to happen.
"So I will continue enjoying the 

moment and keep working as hard 
as I possibly can.

"I don't think you can avoid it, 
that's the way cricket goes -- I don't 
think there's been any player, any-
where, who's never failed or has 
been successful for his whole 
career.

"I think I do understand that and I 
think I need to make the most of the 
times when you're doing well, 
because there does come a time 
that isn't so successful."

Clarke ready for a dip
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which will leave Dhaka on February 
20.

The BCB selection will play their 
first match against East Zone on 
February 25 and their next game is 
against Central Zone on March 1. 

Selectors' focus 
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to prepare the ground for the final 
stage of the Federation Cup and 
AFC Cup matches.

The local season's curtain raiser 
Federation Cup is scheduled to start 
on February 17 at the Kamlapur 
Stadium. 

"We had a verbal agreement with 
the BCB that they would leave the 
BNS after the Bangladesh-
Zimbabwe series so that we could 
prepare the ground in time. It will 
take at least two weeks to get the 
middle of the ground ready," said the 
BFF general secretary Anwarul 
Hoque Helal.

However, the BCB was looking 
forward to staging National Cricket 
League matches till the end of this 
month at the Big Bowl.

"If that happens, it would be 
impossible for us to stage the AFC 
Cup match on March 9 and also, we 
have to delay the start of the 
Federation Cup," added Helal.

AFC Cup
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"The international standard ground 
will not be ready for even local use 
for a few months let alone interna-
tional games following the huge 
excavation," said a stadium offi-
cial.

The on-going Second Division 
Cricket League has also been 
shifted from the venue to the at 
Rajshahi Medical College Hostel 
field. 

The Rajshahi Town Protection 
Movement decried the excavation 
and demanded shifting of the 
council venue from the stadium.

When contacted, the Rajshahi 
D S A  g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  
Khondoker Mainul Islam said that 
the deputy commissioner made 
the decision. 

The DC of Rajshahi Sayed 
Ahsanul Haque, who is also the 
ex-o ff i c io  pres ident  o f  the  
Rajshahi DSA, said that it was 
done in the best interest of the 
district sports association. 

"The Rajshahi City Corporation 
is erecting those makeshift facili-
ties for the month-long fair than 
anything else," he said. 

The fair, designed to raise 
funds for the Independence Day 
football tournament, will start on 
February 11. 

Rajshahi Stadium 
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