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Down memory lane

"TV plays should deal with
contemporary reality"”
= Atiql Haque Chowdhury

Cultural event in
aid of

tsunami victims
Organiser. Chhayanat

Venue: National Theatre Stage at
Shilpakala

Date: February 03-04

Theatre

Play: A Man for All Seasons
Group: Prachayanut

Playwright: Robert Bolt

Director: Azad Abul Kalam
Venue: Experimental Theatre Hall,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Time: February 1 at 6:00pm

Book Publication

Ceremony

Title: Diner Sheshey Ghumer Deshey
(on renowned composer Abdul Ahad)
Guests: Muhammad Habibur
Rahman, Mustafa Nurul Islam, Prof.
Anisuzzaman, Prof. Zillur Rahman
Siddique, Manzur-e-Mowla, Prof.
Serajul Islam Chowdhury, Prof.
Karunamoy Goswami

Venue: Begum Sufia Kamal
auditorium, National Museum

Time: February 04, at4:30pm

Film Screening
Title: New German Feature Films
Organiser: Dhaka University Film
Society

Venue: Goethe-Institut, House 10,
Road 9, Dhanmondi

Time: February 01-03

Schedule

February 01

4:30pm  Good Bye, Lenin
6:40pm Do Fish do it?
February 02

4:00pm Lichter

6:00pm  Der alte Affe Angest
February 03

4:00pm  Punkitchen und Anton
6:00pm  Das fliegende
Klassenzimmer

8:00pm  Emil und die Detektive

Exhibition

Title: Painting Show 2005

Artiste: Javed Jalil

Venue: Shilpangan, House 25, road
5, Dhanmondi

Time: February 04-09, from 10am to
1pm

Title: Les Jours de Jean-Jacques
Rousseau

Subject: Jean-Jacques Rousseau
Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhaka

Time: January 27-February 10

Space Exhibition
Title: Exploring the Solar System
Organiser: British Council

Venue: British Council, 5, Fuller
Road, Dhaka-1000

Time: January 16-February 15, from
10am to 6pm

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Sylhet: on its own
Organiser. NSU Photography Club
Venue: Room no. 100, BTA Tower

Date: February 1to 6
Time: 10 am to 6 p.m.

Art Exhibition
Title: Exposition

Artiste: Ronni Ahmmed
Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhaka

Time: February 18-26
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Atiqul Haque Chowdhury: A votary of the romantic touch in TV plays.

ERSHAD KAMOL

ROMINENT TV play director Atiqul
Haque Chowdhury has chosen to adopt

a low profile for the last nine months due
to ill health. However, his TV serial Dr
Mahataber Swapno, made earlier, is airing on
Channel-i. Recently, Atiq took time to speak to
The Daily Star about his life and times.
Excerpts:

What is your impression about current plays
telecast from different private channels? Atiq
has a ready answer: "Some are really good,
some tolerable, others not worth viewing at all. |
admit there may be romantic and witty plays but
they should depict real life in a reasonable and
acceptable manner. Some of our young writers
and directors are successful in bringing a touch
of reality toour current TV plays."

However, Atig bemoans the growing

commercialisation of package plays and the
tendency of a few profit-earning sponsors to
treat TV plays purely as a source of
entertainment or an industry. As he says: "I
believe TV plays should deal with people and
their ideas. There should be a naturalistic touch
and internal conflicts of characters should come
to the fore. TV plays should deal with
contemporary reality; at the same time the
message should have a universal and poetic
quality. | strongly feel that if there is a crisis of
scripts, more plays based on the classics of
world literature should be made."

Atiq certainly practices what he preaches --
with good results. For his contribution in TV
plays Atiq got the Best TV Producer Award in
1976. Moreover, he has twice over been the
recipient of the Sequence of Merit Award
provided by the Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy. He has also received an honorary
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Doctorate degree provided by New Delhi-based
World Development Council in 1990 for his
contribution to TV plays. Atiq is also a prominent
TV playwright. He delves into subjects such as
romance, society, politics and family
relationships. Atiq says, "The aim of TV plays
should be an authentic portrayal of life. The
interrelationship between human beings,
political ideology or philosophy, in fact the whole
society, should come forthin TV plays."

Atiq is full of praise for the package drama
trend in Bangladesh. He says, "Package drama
was introduced in Bangladesh Television and |
was the first director of a play. Following the
introduction of package drama, many talented
playwrights, directors, artistes and technical
crews have had the opportunity to prove their
talent."

Atiq has had a long and distinguished career.
He began as a producer at the Pakistan radio in
the early 1960s. From then on he has produced
hundreds of radio plays. Of those Srikanto,
Shesher Kabita, Pather Dabi and others have
gained popularity. Atiq says, "Many prominent
drama personalities of the country like Abdullah
Al Mamun, Ferdausi Majumdar, Khalil and
others were introduced as radio drama artistes
inthe plays produced by me."

Later in 1967, Atiq joined the then Pakistan
Television. Till 1997, Atiq had been regular in
producing, writing and directing television plays.
In this role he has earned recognition as the
'‘promoter of TV stars'. Atiq says, "Artistes Abul
Hayat, Humayun Faridy, Shampa Reza and
others were introduced in TV plays produced by
me."

Adds Atiq, "If it is a quality play, the
artistes get the scope to express their talent
under the guidance of a good director. In
fact, itis the director who creates artistes. In
the early 1980s, TV plays were based on
one or two characters. The directors as well
as the artistes had plenty of time for
teamwork, which is very important for a
quality play. That is why the artistes got
tremendous exposure, which is very rare
these days--even though many plays are
being aired in a range of TV channels.
Nevertheless, | believe that there are still
many latent talents in our country.”

Patha natak festival

In aid of AIDS and Tsunami
victims "We Are the World"

DHAKA TUESDAY FEBRUARY 1, 2005

"Angling is fun on
rainy days"

--Shubhrodev

Shubhrodev, a popular singer, has many hit
albums to his credit: Hamlyner Banshiwala,
Je Banshi Niye Gechhey, Shesh Chithi and
the latest, Lolita. He also acted in some tele-
vision plays and appeared in many hit music
videos and television commercials. He talks

to The Daily Star on a mix of issues:
Any nickname?

Although | am known as Shubhro, my actual name is

Shaibal.
Are you amorning person?

Yes, | am. | usually get up early and concentrate in my
routine rewaz. | do a little warm up exercise and, most
importantly, | say my prayers in the morning which is a

must for me.
Are youinvolved in social work?

| work with the Acid Survivors Association. | wrote and
composed the theme song for these acid victims Shat
Manush Kakhono Acid Chhorey Na (An honest person
never throws acid on another person) which was tele-
cast on BBC television in 2000. And | performed in a
good number of charitable programmes for under
privileged and disabled children. My first concert was a
charitable one in 1991 after a cyclone hit the coastal
areas of Bangladesh. The concert was held in Dublin,

Ireland.

What do you think about remix or remake songs?

Among all those remake and remix songs, | think, about
5 percent are noteworthy. The rest are nothing but trash.
This is quite irritating. If one is interested in remaking a
song the artiste must have a proper musical sense.

Otherwise the total effort becomes a pain.
Interesting experience

In 2000 | attended the Bollywood Music Award function
where | performed a Bangla song "Tirish Lakh Praner
Binimoye" in front of a huge audience. About 25 popular
and talented Indian artistes such as AR Rahman, Lucky
Ali, Shyamak, Rubi Bhatia and others were also pres-
ent. It was a pleasant experience for me to sing in
Bangla and being complimented by senior artistes later
on.

What was your breakthrough performance?

My first album Hamiliner Banshiwala was a massive hit.
And all my albums, including Je Banshi Niye Gechhey,
Shesh Chithi and my latest one Lolita were also major
hits. | shot the first Bangladeshi music video abroad and
the first Bangla video on satellite television was also
mine. | have so many hits that it is hard to tell which one
was the breakthrough. | had a wish to sing pure folk
songs, which was fulfilled very recently. In my last album
| have compiled some unsung folk songs that remained
untouched for years. It was a dream-come-true to me.

Which season do you like most and why?

| just love the rainy season. | usually go for angling on
rainy days. As a young boy, when | lived in Sylhet, | loved
to listen to the sound of raindrops on our corrugated iron
roof. I think there is nothing so appealing as this.

What is your most treasured possession?
Ithink itis my voice.

Your greatestregret?

In 1988 | appeared in a television play for the first time in
my life. It was a drama serial titled "Shuktara”. On that
day, hundreds of students of Jagannath Hall of Dhaka
University gathered in their television room to watch my
performance. But unfortunately the roof of the building
collapsed and many students died. This incident
remains etched in my memory. After all they died only
because they had opted to watch my performance.

After "Indian Idol", it's time

begins today

Month-long theatre festival ahead

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Good news for theatre enthusiasts.
An eight-day patha natak (street
drama) festival starts today at two
venues: Central Shaheed Minar
premises and Rabindra Sarobar
near Dhanmondi Lake. The Bangla-
desh Group Theatre Federation
(BGTF), in association with Bengal
Foundation, has arranged the
festival. Eminent educationist
Sardar Fazlul Karim will inaugurate
the festival today at the Central
Shaheed Minar premises.

Aktaruzzaman, programme
secretary of BGTF, said, "Each year
BGTF arranges a patha natak
festivalespecially in the February-
March season, as these two months
have a significance in our national life.
Last year we arranged the festival in
March to observe our Independence
Day. This year we have arranged the
festival in February to commemorate
the Language martyrs.

"45 theatre groups from all over
the country are taking part in the
festival, of which 18 are from Dhaka.

A few prominent theatre groups of
the country like Theatre (Baily
Road), Aranyak Natya Dal, Mahakal,
Prachyanut, Samay Sanskritik
Goshthi, and others will stage patha
natak in the festival. Each day five
plays will be staged at each of the
venues. The duration of the street
dramaiis less than 40 minutes."

On the forthcoming programmes
of BGTF, Aktar said, " The
Chittagong Division Council of
BGTF will arrange the programme,
which includes a 17-daylong drama
festival, starting from February 12 at
Shilpakala Academy in Chittagong.
Theatre groups from all over
Chittagong division will participate in
the festival."

Aktar added that, following a
discussion between the leaders of
BGTF and Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy, the former has plans to
arrange a month-long theatre festi-
val at the newly built National Thea-
tre Stage. Going by the favourable
turn out at its Experimental Theatre
Stage, these initiatives of BGTF
seem set for success.

returns to the centre stage

REUTERS, Los Angeles

We Are the World, the pioneering all-star
charity anthem that generated millions of
dollars for African famine relief 20 years
ago, is returning to the world stage--this
time to raise money for AIDS and tsunami
victims.

The group USA For Africa reissued the
Grammy-winning single recorded by more
than 40 superstars--among them Bruce
Springsteen, Ray Charles, Diana Ross,
Bob Dylan, Bette Midler, Willie Nelson,
Michael Jackson and Stevie Wonder--on
January 31, as part of a two-disc DVD set.

The original single and accompanying
album have raised more than $60 million
since their 1985 release to help combat
hunger in Africa. Proceeds from the
upcoming reissue will again be earmarked
for famine relief, as well as for AIDS treat-
ment and prevention, plus disaster recov-
ery in areas of East Africa devastated by
the recent tsunamis, organisers said.

The double-disc set features four hours
of footage from the landmark We Are the
World recording session, which began late

onJanuary 28, 1985, and lasted 12 hours.

Inspired in part by the success of Bob
Geldof's Band Aid project, which produced
the British charity single Do They Know It's
Christmas in 1984, We Are the World was
the brainchild of American singer-activist
Harry Belafonte.

After seeing news footage of Ethiopian
famine victims, Belafonte contacted
leading entertainment manager Ken
Kragen for help enlisting stars to record a
song whose royalties would go exclusively
to relieve Africa's food crisis. There were
no artist or agent fees.
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for "Nepal Star”

What with the stupendous success of American
Idol and Indian Idol, now it's time for Nepal to join
the fray. Nepalese living in the kingdom and even
outside are set to hit a high note at "Nepal Star",
the nation-wide contest in which viewers will
choose the next singing sensation in the country.

"Nepal Star" is being organised by Nepal One,
the Indian TV channel headed by Nalini Singh,
with Nepal Lever's Lux beauty soap being the
main sponsor. The two-year-old channel in
Nepalese says it is scouting for latent talent
especially in the "underprivileged segment of
society" who otherwise would have very little
chance of getting exposure.

The Nepalese have music in their blood, says
Nina, coordinator of "Nepal Star."

"Walk into any school, college or office and
say you want to organise a concert and five
people will immediately stand up to volunteer.
There is immense musical talent here but proba-
bly because they have been living with it, people
here are not so conscious of it. But to outsiders
like us, itis arevelation."

Less than a week after the contest was
announced, applications started pouring in from
all over Nepal and outside as well. There are over
2,000 applications already and some of them
sent by Nepalese living in India, Britain, the
Middle East, Thailand and Hong Kong.

Applications can also be sent online via the

contest's website, www.nepalstaronline.com
The auditions start Monday. The first round will
be held in Biratnagar in the south, near the Indian
border, the second in Pokhara in western Nepal
and the third in Kathmandu.

The winner gets music contracts and a
Bollywood offer but Nina is not divulging the
details immediately. "The winner gets to cuta CD
which Nepal One will help market," she says.
"The recording company is based in Nepal since
we want to promote Nepal. However, Bollywood
is there since that is the ultimate aspiration level
for all performers."

The prize might not seem as glittering as the
contract worth Rs.10 million with Sony Entertain-
ment that "Indian Idol" is offering along with a
recording contract with a major Indian music label
but it is definitely a step towards stardom for aspi-
rants in the poverty and insurgency-hit country.

Besides, "Nepal Star" is also open to the
visually impaired contestants, in keeping with
Nepal One's employment policy.

In 2005, Nepal One is gearing up to launch
many more events, including musical
programmes, Nina said.

Source:Internet

All programmes are in local time. The
Daily Star will not be responsible for
any change in the programme.

+ News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English)at3:00 pm.10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am.
7:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00
pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pmand 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadlines(Bangla) at 5:30 pm. 7:30
pm.

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30
pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30
pm.

BBC WORLD
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09:00  Drama Serial 8:30 Hello Dollie 2:30 Kesar 8:00 Hello Dollie 11:00  Grounded For Life 5:30 Miracle Of Pantanal 7:00  Tri-Series In Australia Round(R)
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