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PHOTO. STAR

Pickets make a bonfire of a bus at Paltan crassroads in the capital yesterday, the second day of the 60-hour non-stop countrywide shutdown enforced by the
‘Awami League-led opposition line-up protesting Thursday’s aruesome grenade attackin Boldder Bazar, Hablganj.

Suicide attacks
mark Iraqg polls

GI, 35 Iraqis killed, 72 percent turnout claimed

AP, REUTERS, Baghdad

Iragis danced and clapped with joy
yesterday as they voted in their
country's first free election in a half-
century, defying insurgents who
launched deadly suicide bombings
and mortar strikes at polling sta-
tions. The attacks killed 36 people,
including a US soldier, four police-
men and two Iragisoldiers.

AnIraqielection official said that
72 percent of eligiblel Iraqi voters
had tumed out so far nationwide.
The. official, Adel al-Lami of the
Independent Electoral
Commission, offered no overall
figures of the actual number of
Iraqgis who havevoted tobackup the
claim.

After a slow start, men and
women' in flowing black abayas
often holding babies formed long
lines, although there were pockets of

Iraq where the streets and' polling
stations were deserted. Vaters pro-
hibited from using private cars
walked, hitched rides on military
buses and trucks, and some even
carried the elderly in their arms, as
officials said turnout appeared
higher than expected.

Casting his vote, Interim Prime
Minister Ayad Allawi called it "the
first time the Iraqgis will determine
theirdestiny."

Turnoutwas briskin Shia Muslim
and mixed Shia-Sunni’ neighbor-
hoods. Even in the small town of
Askan in the so-called "triangle of
death” south of Baghdad, 20 people
waited in line at each of several
polling centers. More walked toward
thepolls.

"This is democracy,” said Karfia
Abbasi, holding up a thumb stained
withpurpleinkto proveshehad voted.

Rumprs of impending violence

were rife. When an unexplained
boom sounded near one Baghdad
voling station; some women put
their hands to their mouths and
whispered prayers.

In Ramadi, US troops coaxed
voters with loudspeakers, preachin,
theimportance ofeveryb:

Security was tight. About 300,000.

Iragi and American troops were on
the streets and on standby to protect
voters.

Private cars were mostly banned
from thestreets.

Final results of the election will
notbeknown forseven to 10 days.

A suicide bomber blew himself

up at'a Jm slaﬁon in western
Ba hda g himself, three
policemen a.nd a cmllan

In a second suicide attack at a

lling station, a bomber blew up
imself, one policeman and two
Iraqi soldiers. In a third suicide
attack at a school in western

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Aussie Open
goesto Safin

REUTERS, Melbourne

Russia's. Marat Safin wore down
Lleyton Hewitt 1-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 to
win the centenary Australian Open
onSunday.

The victory earned Safin his
second Grand Slam title and ruined
Hewitt's dream of winning his
national championship.

Safin lost the opening set and
trailed Hewitt 4-1 in the third before
he suddenly took control of the
match, winning 11 of the last 15
gamestasealvictory.

Panic driving kills
3 including Rab
man, injures 30
STAFF CORRESPONDENT!

Nervous driving killed a'Rab (Rapid
Action Battalion) warrant officer
and 'two garment workers, besides
injuring 30 others at Zia
International Airport (ZIA); round-
aboutlast night.

Twenty-eight of the injured and

__ the two workers killed, aged abolit

34 and 20, have been identified as
staff of Liz Apparel Limited at Kunia

inGazipur,
The other two wounded in the
mishap are Rab Corporal Mahbub
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Manmohan
expresses

‘sorrow at death

of Kibria

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has expressed profound
sorrow. at the death of former
finance minister Shah AMS Kibria
MP and his nephew Shah Manjurul
Hudain grenade attackonan Awarhi
League rally in Habiganj on
Thursday.

In a condolence message to
Kibria's wife Asma Kibria yesterday,
Manmohan said Kibria was an
eminent public servant whose

contiibutions to the developmentof |

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
PAY COMMISSION
Saifur for
staggered
execution

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is likely to imple-
mhent the Pay Commission recom-
mendations in different instal-
ments, hinted Finance Minister M
SaifurRahmanyesterday.

‘"We've recommended zéro to 30
percent increase in the government
basic 'pay," said Pay Commission
Chairman Mujibul Hag who metthe
finance minister along with the
commission member secretary
yesterday.

 SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

HARTAL
Poorvictim of
arson, bomb
attacks

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Innocent and poor working people
are falling victim to arson attacks on
public transport and bomb blasts
during the hartal hours.

In the first two days of the 60-
hour hartal enforced by the Awami
League and its left-leaning allies,
one rickshawpullerwas killed and at
least seven others were injured.

' SEEPAGE 11 COL6

3 outlaws killed in
'crossfire’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushiria

Three top cadres of outlawed
Janajuddho faction of Purbo
Banglar Communist Party (PBCP-
ML) were killed in two incidents of
‘'shootout' with police and Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) in
Chuadanga early yesterday,

Two Janajuddho cadres were
killed in reported 'shootout! with
Rab men at village Nilmaniganj in
Alamdanga upazila, while another
cadre of the outfit was killed in
‘crossfire! with police at village
Singhoriain Sadar upazila.

A joint team of Rab and police
arrested Janajuddha cadres Hasibul
Alam and Ekramul Haq Santoo from
the Fantasy Kingdom area of Savar
onThursdaynight.

Both were brought to Chuadanga

where a joint interrogation cell of
Rab and police quizzed them.

Rab men went to the village
Nilmaniganj with the two to seize
hidden firearms following their
staternent, Rab sources said.

Janajuddho men ambushed their
microbus when they reached
Nilmaniganj with the two criminals
alabout3:30 am, promptingthemto
retaliate.

Hasibul and Ekramul tried to
escape from the microbus, were
caught in the 'line of fire' and died
onthespot, Rabsaid.

Rab retrieved two shulter guns
and fivebullets from the spot.

The bodies were sent to
Chuadanga Sadar Hospital' for
autopsy.

Hasibul was an accused in 24
cases including 15 for murders,

while Ekramul in 28 cases including
21 for murders filed with different
police stations in Chuadanga,
Meherpur and Jhenidah' districts,
policesaid.

Both had fled from Chuadanga
after Rab launched its drive several
monthsago.

Kushtia police arrested Idrish Ali,
another listed criminal and also a
top Janajuddha cadre from the
Islamic University area on Thursday
night.

Idrsh, son of Manir Uddin hail-
ing from village Kutubpur in Sadar
upazila, was an abscondingaccused
in several murder cases, police said.

The criminal was handed overto
the Chuadanga Sadar police on
Friday.

During' interrogation, Idrish

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Kibria's son
wants free
international
investigation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dr Reza Kibria, son of the slain
former finance minister Shah AMS
Kibria, yesterday reiterated his call
for an intemational independent
investigation into the killing of his
father without any government
interference.

"Any such investigation should
be genuinely independent with no
participation by any government
agencyinits management or super-
vision. The government should co-
operate when requested, and any
report should be made available in
its entirety to the public," Dr Kibria
told reporters athisresidence.

"We have no confidence in a
government-supervised 'joint'
investigation,”" he said, adding,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

PHUTC.ll:_S-T!l.FIt
Reza Kibrla shows a copy of the January 31 issue of Mridubhashan, the weekly his slain father Shah AMS Kibria used
to own and edit, at a press conference in the city yesterday, with his motherAsma Kibria on his left.

PHOTO: S'Il
Army troops yesterday carry outa security drillon VIP Road near Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, where a saction of the par-
ticipants of the13th Saarc Summit slated to begin on February 7 will stay.

Nextweekmay
seeanother
hartal spell

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The main opposition Awami League
(AL) is considering declaring
anothér marathon hartal next week,
determined to stage continuousand
tougher agitation against the assas-
sination of its lawmaker Shah AMS

‘Kibria, sources said.

The AL senior leaders yesterday
at a meeting with Leader of the

Opposition Sheikh Hasina dis-

cussed fresh programmes, as the
non-stop 60-hour hartal ends at
6:00pm today.
Allawmakersatthe meetingagreedin
principletoenforceanother three-day
hartal to bring momentum in the
ongoing movement involving
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

BTRCtop posts
fallvacant
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Top posts at the Bangladesh
Telecommunications Regulatory
Commission's (BTRC)! fall vacant
today as the government did neither
appoint new chairman and com-
missioners nor renewed the earlier
contracts.

The chairman and the commis-
sioners of the telecoms watchdog
were appointed on January 31, 2002
onathree-year contract that expired
yesterday, sources said.

BTRC Chairman Syed Marghub

“Murshed, who did his last office
'yesterday, went to the Prime

Minister's Office fora courtesy call.
"Itwas indeed a privilege to work
for the commission and our success
and' achievements were consider-
able," he told The Daily Star yester-

day.

x!'hc governmenthasinitiated the
©  SEEPAGE11COL3

about

JS body worried

grenade

attack trend

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A parliamentary. body yesterday

reiterated its concern over frequent
grenade attacks across the country
and described the trend as a threat
tonational security.

The parliamentary standing
committee on the defence ministry
yesterday condemned the January
27 grenade blasts that killed Awami
League lawmaker Shah AMS Kibria
and four others. The committee
asked the government to identify
those responsible for the grisly

crime.

"We are worried about frequent
grenade attacks. We once again ‘ask
the government to nab the criminals
to ensure national security,”
Committee Chairman former army
chief Mahbubur Rahman told
reporters after the meeting at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

Earlier after the August 21 gre-
nade attack on an AL rally in Dhaka,
the parliamentary committee had
expressed’ its worry about such
incidents and asked the government

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Cabinet body okays
controversial
telecoms deal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Cabinet Purchase Committee
yesterday approved a controversial
$9.40 million deal with a Chinese
company to provide telecommiini-
cations equipment on supplier's
credit.

The committee at yesterday's
meeting also deferred approval for
the proposal of the project to install
the Cox's Bazar-Chittagong Optical
Fibre Link. The project if imple-
mented would require the
Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board (BTTB) to pay TK
47 crore to Siemens. BI'TB contro-
versially picked the German com-
pany, the highest bidder, instead of
Nortel that offered Tk 30 crorefor the
samejob.

Sources said that the committee,
however, did not reject the pricey
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

BINP accuses AL
of cashing in on
Kibria's death
to create crisis
UNB, Dhaka '

The ruling alliance leader BNP
yesterday blamed Awamil.eague for.
trying to create a political crisis in
the country, capitalising on the
assassination of former finance
minister Shah AMS Kibria,

In a statement, BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan' Bhuiyan
alleged AL leaders are trying to
destabilise the present situation by
misleading people by ‘irresponsible’
statements ata timewhen asensible
stand is expected from all sides
againstthe backdrop ofthekilling,

"By enforcing a three-day non-
stop hartal, the opposition party has
only inflicted ‘sufferings on people.
The hartal has also caused trouble to

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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