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8TH BUET CONVOCATION

End dependence on foreigners
in mining: PM

VC suggests a moratorium on student pohtlcs at least for some
years for fair education atmosphere

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day called on the local engineers to
attain the capability of exploring
and tapping the country's mineral
resources to end dependence on
foreignersin mining.

In present perspectives of grow-
ing tendency of natural disaster, the
engineers and architects will also
have to be active in innovating méth-
ods and sustainable infrastructures
tocheckcatastrophe, she added.

The PM made the suggestions
while she was addressing the
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology (Buet)
teachers, students, and fresh gradu-
ates and post-graduates at the 8th
Convocation 2005 of the Buet.

She called upon engineers to
contribute their best to the develop-
ment process ofthe country through
theirwell-thought-outopinions and
valuableadvice,

"Youwill have to showthe path of
speedy flourishing of science ‘and
technologyin the country. You

will also have to be active in
innovating sustainable technolo-
gies," said Khaleda, also Chancellor
ofthe University.

Inaungurating the Buet
Convocation at its playground, she
told the fresh graduate and post-
graduate engineers and architects
that the nation wants to see them as
architect of national development.
“You will have to be farsighted and
future-ariented in thought, innova-
unnandfonnm:mun of planning.”

1 Over20,000 engineers and archi-
tec:ts--and planning experts tll last
yedr have been directly involved in
thesemceohhccountryandnaﬂon
throtigh educating and doing pro-
fessional duties, the function was
told,

Kha]cda as Chancellor conferred
graduation and post-graduation
degrees onthe recipients asdeans of
respective faculties presemcd thcm
beforeher. ]

This, time 1114 students have
graduated as B.Sc. engineers in
2000-2001 and 2001-2002 sessions
from various departments of
Architecture and Planning, Civil
Engineering, Electrical and
Electronics

Engineering, Engineering and
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Prime Minister Khaleda Zia gives away a gold medal to a student at the 8th
Convocation of Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology

(Buet) inthe city yesterday.

Mechanical Engineering Faculties
and Institutes.

A total of 170 students have post-
graduated, two with Ph.D. This year,
for the first time, the Institute of
Information and Communication
Technology conferred M. Sc. degree,

Besides, two students were
awarded University Gold Medal for
attaining the highest CGPA amongall
departments at graduate level while
two others given Dr Rashid Gold
Medal for achieving the highest
CGPAatpostgraduatelevel.

Dr Rashid was the first vice-
chancellor of the Buet, and the stu-
dentsof 1961 batch ofthe then Ahsan
Ullah

Engineering College, now Buet,
through forming a club, instituted
the DrRashid Award. :

Khaleda distributed the
Uniiveirsity gold medals 1o Md Rubul
Amin of civil engineering dcpan-
ment of 2000-01 session and
Mohammad Saifur Rahman of
ComputenScience and Engineering
department of 2001-02 session while
DrRashid gold medal to Meher Nigar
Nima and Mohammad Ahsanul
Habib of Urban and Regional

Planning department.

Former Chief Justice of
Bangladesh Justice ATM Afzal deliv-
ered the convocation speech.
Education Minister Dr Osman
Farruk, State Minister for Education
ANM Ehsanul Huq Milan and Vice-
Chancellor Professor DrMohammad
Ali Murtaza also addressed the func-
tion.

The prime :mmswr clad in con-
vocation robes, jolned both opening
and concluding convocation proces-
sions marking the august ceremorny.

Khaleda urged the engineers and
architects fresh from the Buet to
attain the skill and strategy of limited
use of resources, as far as possible, in
all construction works as land and
resources arescanty in Bangladeshin
proportiontoits population. :

"Stress will also have to be given
on improving the indigenous tech-
nologies,” she told the' function
attended by ministers, vice-
chancellors of different universities,
students and teachers of Buet and
guardians of fresh graduate and
postgraduate students.

“You are certainly lucky in this
poor country. Apart from your own

effort and guardians' role, contribu-
tion

of poor, people is also there in
YOUrSuccess.

Don't forget them their welfare

.will have to remain in your plan-

ning," Khaleda advised the engi-
neers and architects.

Congratulating the graduates
and postgraduate degree recipients,
she hoped that they would honour
the courtesy ofthe people and return
their total investment made in
rearingthem.

Khaleda thanked Buet authori-
ties, teachers and students for main-
taining fairatmosphere of education
and standard of education in the
university.

She noted that there is no system
in the country for rating atmosphere
and standard of education, aca-
demic excellence and standard' of
researchin the universities.

If this system is introduced, it will
create healthy competition among
universities, which would help
enhance standard of higher studies,
sheobserved.

Former ChiefJustice ATM Afzalin
his convocation speech said many
are trying tomisguide the

people by publicising
Bangladeshas a 'failed state’.

"To disgrace the country means

disgracing oneself," he pointed out,
saying that il there are any wrongs,
injustices and problems, the people
'of the country have to solve those,
"The counltry cannot be disgraced
anyway.”
Vice-Chancellor Prof Ali Murtaza
said that they have no dearth of
effort to ensure high-standard engi-
neering education but noted with
regret that the present trend of
student politics of the country is not
suitable to maintaining the fair
educationalatmosphere. .

Amid claps from the audience, Dr
Murtaza suggested a moratorium on
student politics at least for some
years on trial basis. "All students can
have own political philosaphy;but a

desirable," hesaid.

The academic cautioned that
it would be tough to face the
challenges of this century with-
out fair atmosphere of education
and acquiring appropriate
knowledge.
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Opposition Awaml League lawmakers took out a moumning procession in the city yusfnrday protesting the killing of
former finance minister Shah AMS Kibria and four other Awami League activists in Habiganj grenade attack.

AL blames govt for Kibria's killing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL) General
Secretary Abdul' Jalil yesterday
blamed Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia, her son Tarique Rahman and
their Jamaat allies for the killing of
Shah AMS Kibria, an internation-
ally reputed economist, valiant
freedom fighter and former fi inance
minister.

The killing of Kibria is the part of
a blueprint of the BNP-Jamaat
gavernment to stop the voices of
democratic forces, eliminate pro-
liberation axis and destray commu-
nal harmony in order to establish
religious extremism in the country,
Jalil told the reporters while
addressing a post-hartal briefing at
ALDhanmondi officein the city.

*Kibria's killing is not an iso-
lated incident, but a sequel to the
killings of Ivy Rahman and
Ahsanullah Master MB" Jalil said,

He said the government is out to
kill"AL leaders and activists to
elitminate pro-liberation forces,
destroy, religious harmony. and
violatehumanrights.

“They will continue to repress
the opposition leaders and activists

as theydid during the second day of
hartal, even journalists were not
off-limits to their barbaric attack,”
the AL general secretarysaid.

The life and property of the
people is not safe under the BNP-
Jamaat regime, even MP's are being

Husband kills

-wife for dowry

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Aman' chopped his wife to death for
dowry at a village in Banshkhali
upazila of the district on Saturday
night.

The victim was identified as Noor
Begum, 28, mother of four children,
and wife of one Nabi® Hossain.
Police said the incident occurred
when Noor refused to oblige her
husband' who was insisting for
moneyasdowry,

Being infuriated, Nabi broughta
machete from the kitchen and
chopped her indiscriminately, She
died on thespot.

Afterwards, Nabi tried in vain to
commitsuicide bytaking poison.

Police arrested him yesterday.
LY

killed one afteranother, headded.

- Jalil alleged that the government
did not co-operate with the FBl and
Interpol in the investigation of
August 21 grenade attack on the life
of AL President Sheikh Hasina.

He expressed his apprehension
that the government would not
conduct aproperinvestigation into
the killing of Kibira and five others
as it (government) did in the kill-
ings of Ahsanullah Master and Ivy
Rahman.

"All these are nothing but eye-
wash to divert the attention of the
people," headded.

Jalil demanded impartial inves-
tigation into all bomb blast inci-
dents and kllings starting from
Udichibomb blast.

The AL leader called on democ-
racy-loving patriotic forces to be
united to bailout people from the
repression and torture of the fun-
damentalist government.

AL central leaders including
former foreign minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Tofail Ahmed, Suranjit
Sen Gupta, Matia Chowdhury, Amir
Hossain Amu and Advoctae
Rahmat Ali were present on the
occasion.

2 killed in road
accident on
Dhaka-Tangail
highway

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Two people were killed in a road
accident on Dhaka-Tangail highway
yesterday.

Of them, Anwar Hossain, 32, a
driver of an ambulance, died on
the spot while Abdullah, 38, man-
aging director of Titas Gas
Company, died at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.

Three others, injured in the
accident, were admitted to Mirzapur
Kumudini Hospital.

Police said the accident ocourred
when a truck laden with cement
collided with an ambulance of Titas
Gas Company at Soydana under
Mirzapurupazila atabout 4:00am.

Bangladeshi
envoy presents
credentials to
Jamaican
governor general

BSS, Dhaka

Bangladesh High Commissioner to
Jamaica - Rafig Ahmed Khan pre-
sented his credentials to the
Jamaican  Governor General, Sir
Howard Cooke, recently.

The high commissioner also had
an exclusive meeting with the
Governor General and conveyed the
greetings and best wishes' of the
president and the prime minister of
Bangladesh to him.

He briefed the governor general
aboul different programmes under-
taken by the government led by
Prime ‘Minister Khaleda Zia for the
socio-economic development of
Bangladesh.

Reciprocating the sentiment, the
governor general referred to the
excellent relations existing between
the two countries and expressed the
hope that the present ties would be
further consolidated in the coming
days.

The governor general congratu-
lated the Bangladesh Cricket Team
forils first test series victory and said
Bangladesh is a popular name in
Jamaica as well'as in the Caribbean
asatestplayingnation.
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Mother, son get
20 yrs' RI for
kidnapping
two children

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday sentenced
a woman and her son to 20 years'
rigorous imprisonment for kidnap-
ping two children for trafficking.

Judge Mohammad Mujibul
Kamal of the First Special Tribunal
for Prevention of Women and
Children Repression gave the ver-
dict in presence of the convicts
Peara Begum and herson Quamrul.

After cross-examination of the
prosecution witnesses, the tribunal
gave the sentence to the convicts for
kidnappingMasud, 7, and Razu, 9.

Earlier, the prosecution and the
defence completed their arguments
and the court recorded statements
of sixprosecution witnesses.

The prosecution story in brief is
that Peara and Quammul kidnapped
the two children from in front of a
residence at East Dhania of
Shyampur Police Station in the city
when the two were playing at about
9:00am on September 15, 2002. The
two were rescued from a residence
at South Dhania and police arrested
Peara and her son Quamrul from
there.

Masud's father Mohammad
Mizanur Rahman filed a case with
Shyampur Police Station accusing
the two under the Women and
Children Repression Prevention Act
2000 the same day in this connec-
tion. The investigation officer
pressed charges against Peara and
Quamml on October 23 the sa,me

'i‘he court framed charges against

the two on September 9, 2003 and its
trial began onJanuary 4 thisyear.

Mannan Bhuiyan
should resign,
says Mahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mahi B Chowdhury, organising
secretary of Bikalpa Dhara
Bangladesh (BDB), yesterday
called on LGRD Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan to resign as he
himself admitted the govern-
ment's failure to stop rcpeatcd

‘-u

MMarmary Bhiiyan shnulﬂ

lmmeéhately as he admitted dle'

government's failure and adminis-
trative weakness in regard to check-
ing the grenade attacks in the coun-
try,"Mahisaidina pressrelease,

Obituary

Chowdhury Abdus Sattar, former
official of forest department, died of
old age complications at the Birdem
Hospital in the city yesterday at the
age 0f70, says a pressrelease.

Sattar, husband of Sanjukta
Mohila Parishad (SMP) Vice-
President Fatema Sattar, left behind
his three sons and two daughters to
mourn hisdeath.

SMP President Rosy Begum and
General Secretary Quazi Rina
expressed deep shock at the death of
Sattar and conveyed sympathy to
the members ofthe bereaved family.

AmirUddin
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Alhaj Moha-
mmad Amir
Uddin Sarkar,
eminent busi-
nessman of
Fulbariya in
Bogra, died of a
cardiac armrest at
his residence on
]anuary24 attheage of75.

Hewas buried athis family grave-

He is survived by his wife, seven
sons and one daughter to mourn his
death.

DeathAnmversary

Today is the 17th
death anniver-
sary of Professor
MU Ahmed, a
pioneer psycho-
therapistand the
Founder of Cli-
nical Psychology
- Movement in
this Sub-continent, says a press
release.

AsgharHussam

The sixth death
anniversary. of
Asghar Hossain,
a freedom figh-
ter, will be
observed today
8l at his village

" .home Wahedpur
under Debidwar
upazila of Comllla district, says a
pressrelease.

On the occasion, Qurankhawni
and Milad Mahfil will be held. Foods
will also be distributed among the
destitute.

1,373 more held

UNB, Dhala

Police arrested 1,373 people on
various charges during their coun-
trywide drive in the last 24 hours till
6.00amyesterday.
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CONSTRUCTION OF BRIDGES, CULVERTS

'Price quotation should be
consistent with market price'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The price quotation for construc-
tion of small bridges and culverts
under food for works programmein
rural areas should be consistent
with the prices of raw materials in
the market to maintain the quality
of work.

The decision was taken at a high
powered meeting at the ministry of
food and disaster management
yesterday as a section of contrac-
tors offer lower price quotation to
competeintenderbid.

This year, about 200 small
bridges and culverts will be con-
structed in 92 upazilas under the
rural infrastructure development
project under food for works

programme,

"The decision was taken as we
fear that the lower price quotation
will ultimately affect the quality of
the work for rural infrastructure,”

said a high official after the meet-
ing.

"Many contractors have been
quoting lower price just to get the
job. But we think they would not be
able to implement the project
properly. So the quoted price in the
tender should be consistent with
the market price,” he said.

The Public Procurement
Regulations also support this ini-
tiative, he added.

Minister for Food and Disaster
Management Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf presided over the meet-
ing attended by Deputy Minister
Asadul Habib Dulu, Additional
Secretary Abdur Rashid Sarker,
Director General of the Direclorate
of Relief and Rehabilitation
Mahfuzur Rahman.

The meeting also reviewed the
progress of 14 projects of the minis-
try under the annual development

programme, (ADP). The govern-
ment hasallocated Tk 91.19 core fore
these projects.

The bridges are being can-
structed as part of a five-year pro-
ject for the development of nural
infrastructure that began in 1999-
2000.

The government has allocated
Tk 40 crore for the project this year
and each Upazila will get Tk 501akh *
under the programme.

The official said all the upazilas
concerned will be given instruc-
tions to follow the new nules aimed
at maintaining the quality of the
work.

According to sources, the gov-
ernment will also review the work
orders given before the recent price
hike of the construction materials,
specially iron rods. The prices of
rods increased significantly in
recenf times, they pointed out.
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Policemen swoop on a procession of Swadhinata Chlkitsak Panshad at Shahbagh In the city yestarday as it was

pmtestang the Hahlgan] gtenade attack,

bt Tl a0
M)

Ctg Fine Arts
student drowns
in Kaptai Lake

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamaii

A second year student of Fine Arts
Institute, Chittagong, drowned in
the Kaptai Lake on Saturday eve-
ning.

The victim was identified as
Enjoy Chakma, 22, of Modhupur in
Khagrachhari. His body is yet to be
recovered, family members said.

They said Enjoy slipped away
from the engine boat near Samata
Ghat when he along with his friends
were on the way back to town and
drowned. Two of his friends imme-
diately jumped to the Lake to rescue
himbut failed. .

Enjoy came to Rangamati on
Thursday to join a marriage cere-
mony and he went on a picnic with
hisfriendsthe following day.

All efforts failed' to recover his
bodytill Sunday evening.

Hartal brings
woes to tourists
in Rangamarti

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati |

The 60-hour hartal’ called by the
opposition has brought woes to the
tourists in Rangamati who came
here to enjoy the scenic beauty of
thehillyareas.

They are now feeling the pinch as
theyare nunning short of mongy but
cannot retum home because inter-
districts transportsare notavailable.

"I took preparations for a three-
day visit to Rangamati but the hartal
took away my happy moments as
I'm running short of money," said
Asifwho came here from Dhaka on
Thursday.

Failing to return home, Asif and
his six other friends moved from the
economy. class accommodation of
posh hotel to the hall room of Motel
George, a cheaper residential hotel
in the town's college gate area, said
Belal, anemployeeofthe hotel.

Around 200 tourists staying in
the Parjatan Motel, Green Castle and
Sufia hotel are facing the same fate
due to the hartal that will ‘end this
evening.

Tajul Islam, who came from Cox's
Bazar along with his family mem-
bers, said, "I was aware of only one-
dayhartal but1 heard the news ofthe
extension of the hartal at late night
which has thrown me into uncer-
tainty.” "Our budget is too inade-
quate to cover two more days,” he
said onSaturday.

On Saturday night, pickets dam-
aged a taxicab at Reserve Bazar in
which tourists were travelling.
However, they escaped unhurt after
some senior Awami'League leaders
stepped in, witnessessaid.

Seminar

An international' seminar on
'Partnerships for. gender equality in
education’ will be held with Education
Minister Dr M Osman Famuk as chief
guest.: Venue: Lake Castie Holel,
Gulshan-2. Time: 9.00am.

Book exhibition

A three-day exhibition of rare books,
and a training course on ‘Library
administration and management' will be
inaugurated by State Minister, for
Cultural Affairs Begum Selima Rahman
as chief guest. Venue: Central Public
Library, Shahbagh. Time: 10.00am.

Inauguration

The inaugural session of a training
course on 'Basic Ultrasonography’,
organised by the College of General
Practitioners of Bangladesh, will be
held. Venue: 215/A, Bara Maghbazar.
Time: 3.00pm.

RIS

AGM

The annual general meeting of
Bangladesh-China People's Friendship
Association will be held. Venue: Holel
Purbani International. Time:4.00pm.

Discussion

Bangladesh Islami Ainjibi Parishad will
hold' a discussion on ‘Islamic  laws
versus man-made laws'. Venue: Dhaka
Bar Association Audilorium. Time:
3.00pm.

Briefing session

British Council organises a briefing
session for students who have oblained
British  studen! visa for February
session. Venue: British Council, Fuller
Road. Time: 3.00pm

Indian film show

The High. Commission of India/ will
screen a film titled 'Dil Chahla Hal',

UNB, Dhaka

Re ;eption Venue: Indian Cultural Centre, House-

Ostad Momia] Al Khan Sangest  — oc-96,Guishan-2

Academy will host a reception in honour :

of eminent music artisie Abdul Latif. The ::OT:: m{:“{“g U kit ot

prize giving ceremony of the academy oninly meiing oi the 0

will also be held on this occasion. Dhaka Central will be held. Venue: Niloy

Venue: Poet Sufia Kamal Auditorium,  Apartment, 224 Bara Maghbazar. Time:

National Museum. Time: 5.00pm. 6.00pm.
e e L

WEATHER
TTHOF DIT ATV
Light rain or drizzle likely

:R

countrytill 6.00pmtoday.

The sun sets in the capital at
tomorrow.

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Moming Evening
Dhaka 26.9 16.6 69 56
Chittagong 30.5 17.2 67 48
Rajshahi 214 12,2 95 90
Khulna 275 15.4 86 61
Barisal 21.5 14.5 90 81
Sylhet 29.0 13.9 69 67
Cox's Bazar 28.2 17:5 73 66
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Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over the

There have chances of light rain or drizzle at places over Khulna,
Barisal and Sylhet divisions and the regions of Pabna, Bogra, Dinajpur,
Mymensingh, Tangail, Noakhali and Comilla.

Night temperature may rise slightly over southern part and remain
nearly unchanged elsewhere over the country, Met office said predict-
ingthatlightto moderate fog mayoccur during early morning.

Highest temperature 31.2 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday at
Rangamati and lowest 10.2 degree Celsius at Srimongol.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
majorcities and towns yesterday were:

5:44pm today and rises at 6:39am




