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‘US wants tull access to evidence,
witnesses for FBI involvement

Rocca says inaccessibility to evidence marred FBI probe
in August 21 attacks; Interpol comes today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The US yesterday asked the govern-
ment for fiill access to all evidence
and witnesses of last Thursday's
Habiganj grenade attack if they are
to send the FBI for investigation into
the carnage.

US Assistant Secretary of State for

South Asia Christina Rocca called
Foreign Minister M Morshed Khan
yesterday to explain her govem-
ment's position regarding clear
terms of reference as she said inac-
cessibility to evidence had rendered
ineffective the FBI's help in the
August 21 grenade attack investiga-
tion.

She added that the US believes
FBI assistance to last Thursday's
grenade attack investigation has
already been 'greatly undermined'
as the crime scene has already been
contaminated because of inade-
quate protection.

Meanwhile, British High
Commissioner Anwar Choudhury

speaking to reporters yesterday ur{f

the government's request for
Scotland Yard's help in investigating
the grenade attack said: "That mat-
ter willbetaken onadvice.”

On Saturday, State Minister for
Home Affairs Lutfozzaman Babar
said the gpvernment would wantthe
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EU wants clear
government
commitment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The European Union (EU) mission
heads in Dhaka yesterday. pressed
the government to take urgent
measures and show a 'clear signal of
its commitment’ in nabbing the
perpetrators of last Thursday's
grenadeattack.

The government, however,
assured the EU of 'leaving no stone
unturned' in probing the attack on
the Habiganj Awami' League (AL)
rally that killed former finance
minister Shah AMS Kibria and four
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Police go too harsh
on strikers

Opposition MPs, leaders assaulted; tempo
driver killed; over 150 hurt on day two

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The police were in' a marauding
mood yesterday, assaulting two
opposition lawmakers and dozens
of opposition leaders and activists
as they staged demonstrations on
the second day of the 60-hour coun-
trywide hartal.

A tempo driver was killed and

four others were injured as the
three-wheeler turned turtle' when
the driver tried to escape an attack
by hartal supporters in Ramganj of
Laxmipurdistrict.

Besides, more than 150 people
were injured in'the cop beating and
sporadic clashes between the dem-
onstrators and the police in Dhaka
and elsewhere. The pickets set

‘ablaze and damaged a number of
vehicles, which were run defying the
shutdown.

AwamiLeague (AL) lawmakers--
former minister Mohammad Nasim
and Ekabbar Hossain -- and five
photojoumnalists were injured when
the police charged batons on a pro-
hartal procession at Kalabagan in
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HABIGAN] CARNAGE

SP, OC suspended
to halt right probe?

| JULFIKAR ALl MANIK, from Habiganj

~ The town bristles witha rumour that
. the ment has suspended ‘the
- chiefs of district and Sadar upazila
: police of Habiganj to prevent a fair
" investigation into Thursday's gre-

nade carnage, not for their negli-
' gence in security measures, as is

* Local Awami League leaders and
a few well-placed sources claimed
‘Superintendent of Police AMM
Fakhrul Islam Khan and Sadar Police
- Station Officer-in-Charge Inam
' Ahmed, Chowdhury suspended
 Saturday were on the scent of ithe
petpetma:s oftheattack.

"Uncovering of the plot and
identification of the people behind
the outrage would have embar-
rassed the government, so, it has
suspended the SP and the OC,” said
aknowledgeablesource,

A certain clique of ruling coali- ;

tion leaders and officials at the local
administration’ might have had a

handinthesuspension, headded.
Meanwhile second officer of the
police station Afzalur Rahman has
taken over the charge from
Chowdhury. But, until yesterday
evening, no-one replaced him s
investigation officer of the two cases
-- one for murder and the other
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
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Police drag Awami League lawmaker Ekabbar Hossain, feft, and former home minister Mohammad Nasim during an
assaulton a pro-hartal procession at Kalabagan in the clty yesterday.
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- One-day series
decider today |

' SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladeshwilllookfor one finalact
to complete a remarkable turn-
aroundwhen the home side take on

Zimbabwe in the decisive fifth one-:

day international at the

+ Bangabandhu National' Stadium
o today.

A victory will mean a first-ever
i one-day series triumph for the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 8

Cultural out

its, NGOs

JMJB's new target

Arrested Bangla Bhai man tells police

"OUR QJRRESPONDW,Bogm _

Operatives of Jagrata Muslim Janata
Bangladesh (JMJB) will continue
their bomb attacks on ‘anti-Islamic’
social and cultural organisations as
well ‘as NGOs, including Brac and

Karitas, an Islamist militantarrested

_ inBogratold policeyesterday. ©
JMIB has organised and trained a

bomb squad from among its coun-
trywide operatives, according to
information given by a JMIB
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How Costly is the VU, Melbourne MBA
at Dhaka Study Centre?
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For further details, please contact:
Victoria University, Melbourne, Australia

House 55, Road 4A, Dhanmondi, Dhaka 1209
Phone: 8622100, 9661173, 0171 679538 (mob)

Dhaka.

Dhaka

Vicloria is a state owned university in Melbourmne with more
-than 55,000 sludents. Major atfractions of the VU,
Melboume MBA include:

* Faculty from Melboume campus for each and evary
course taught at Dhaka.

" Same certificates awarded and same curriculum
followed al Melbourne, Singapore, Malaysia, Befjing and

* Credil transfer to Melbourne and other offshore
campuses of Victoria University.

~ Admission Test: February‘lB 2005_'
Applicatlon Deadllna' February 1& 2005

VICTORIA °
UNIVERSITY
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Bangla Bhai men
circulate leaflet

| calling for jihad

| STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Jagrata Muslim Janata Bangladesh
(IMJB) cadres in Bagmarahavebeen
circulating leaflets for the last two
days calling for the Muslims to
prepareforajihad.

The leaflets headlined 'Qurbani
and]JihadFi Sabilillah' (Sacrifice and
jihad for Allah) said organisations
committed to jihad' like in many
other countries had flourished' in
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SAARC SUMMIT
Agenda setting
meet begins
tomorrow =

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The agenda-setting process for the
13h Saarc Summit kicks off tomor-
row with a two-day meeting of the

| 26th Programming Committee,

Security measures have been
beefed up as participants of the
agenda-setting meetings have

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

Opposition

crackdown

on the cards
Coalition smells of ‘conspiracy’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ruling coalition alleges a 'hei-
nous conspiracy’ to unseat it and
plans to take atough line on opposi-
tion's demonstrations after the
Saarc Summit.

It has decided to play it cool for
the next week, until the summit is
over, and then to go for a massive
crackdown on any anti-government
movement, highly placed sources
said.

"We must go for a hard line after

the summit and suppress lawless-
ness with an iron fist," said a top-
notch BNP leader on condition of
anonymity.

"We won't allow the nppusition
to take control of the street and to
form any kind of movement. This
time we will break the tradition of
heating up street during the fag end
of a government. We will face the
opposition both politically and with
statemachinery," he added.

He said frontline BNP leaders

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

AL to boycott
JS session

MPs march with
black flags today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Parliament goes into its first session
oftheyeartodayamid boycotthy the
main oppositionAwamiLeague (AL)
in protest against the speaker's
refusal to defer the presidential
address through adjourning the
sitting after the adoption of an
obituary reference on its lawmaker
Shah AMSKibria.

The AL lawmakers wearing black
badges and holding black flags will
march from Russel Square to the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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