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ALA Rukh Selim, a well-

known sculptor, editor of

the quarterlyArt, and an
associate professor at Fine Arts
Department , Dhaka University,
had a unigue ambiance as a
child. She grew up surrounded
by art history, classical literature
and music of varfous genres. At
her parents' home came pre-
miere sculptors such as
Hamiduzzman Khan. Although
her parents would have liked her
to plunge into English literature,
the young Lala Rukh sailed into
fine arts-- and has not regretted
it a whit. Decades back, her
sculpture compositions at the
city galleries established heras a
sculptor to reckonwith. !

With a supportive family,
Towfiqur Rahman, a sculptor for
ahusband, and ahostofintellec-
tual friends like Wakilur
Rahman, from Berlin, and Saiful
Haq, a well-known architect, she
is least bothered about fame.
‘Beingan editor of the prestigious
Artand abusyhomemaker-cum-
experimental’ artist, her time
flies by, without an eye on local
or foreign acclaim. Confident
and poised, she is optimistic
and daring, as is easily recog-
nisedin herpost-modernwork.

If there is anybody that
inspires her in particular it is
sculptor Novera Ahmed from
France,who had her exhibition
at the then Central Public
Library, Dhaka, in 1960. Lala
Rukh calls herself a ‘student of
sculpture’, as she says that as a
teacher, there is no end to learn-
ing.

The sculptor says that the
open-mindedness of her family
helped her to find her feet, Lala
Rukh said that she grewup with
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A sculpture by Lala Rukh Selim

massive’ volumes on fine arts
which belonged to her grandfa-
ther, parents and older siblings
like her sister , Gul Rukh. She was
taught that art was an integral
and vital part of life, she says, At
her institute she had been
guided by Mahboobul Amin;
next she chose sculpture as she
felt that it had enormous scope
forherasitis still fairly unknown

territory in Bangladesh: there
‘was much for her to experiment
with. 'Its 3-D form intrigued me
no end: it was more real than
anything else that I'd experi-
enced: at that time, 1 found its
tactile quality greatly interesting
and promising in 1981," she
elaborates,

Furthermore, Hamiduzzaman
Khan,a family friend, guided and

= [ ala Rukh shows finesse and
'flamboyance in sculpture
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inspired her. So did art books,
like those on Michaelangelo and
others that contained Indian
sculpture illustrations. She
learnt about Ram Kinkar Baiz
even before she went to
Shantiniketan to do her Masters.
Touching on her interest in
sculpture, Lala Rukh recalls an
incident when her husband, in
the then East Pakistan days,
when she was still a student,
obtained a catalogue, which
revealed the portrait of Novera
Ahmed . She thought that it was

‘some glamorous overseas

actress from another era.
Novera's works too Jeft an indeli-
ble markonheryoung mind.

The fact that she had created
over 100 sculpture pieces within
a short space of time affected her
enormously. 'I found it mind-
boggling that a woman 'sculptor
of that time could be so prolific;'
Lala Rukh comments, As a stu-
dent at Dhaka, she had found
Henry Moore motivating too--
but she did not care to emulate
him: she wanted to something of
her own, with her lust for adven-
ture and her daring for self-
expression. Her quarterly, Arf, a
superb magazine by all stan-
dards, is not only edited by her,
but partly funded too, since
1993,

'l only do work when it's con-
ducive for me: I don't believe 1
must have regular exhibits. I'm
not very prolific in terms of my.
creative output. I was, at first,
part of the 'Shomaey group’,
when I exhibited with them in
1990 and 1995; I've taken part in
numerous: national' and other
group shows. I'have been teach-
ing since 1994 and'l enjoy that
too along with my editing work,'
LalaRukh concludes,

After the Ampfusion, Benson &
Hedges has started an initiative on

| | the visual arts called Ampart, says
| apressrelease.

Ampart offers artists an oppor-
tunity to work closely with a men-

Artist Murtaja Baseer mixing colors on his palette for Ampart

tor to create art and display their
creations. This-year noted' artist
Murtaja Baseer has expressly
created a number of oil-on-canvas
renditions in his Wings series. He
will also lead Ampart by conduct-

B&H initiates art dlalogue ‘Ampart”

1 Ing @,y uz;cru,f ;&-km.d Menim &
Protégé" session. As part of this
programme, Masters of Fine Arts

(MFA) students of the Institute of

Fine Arts of Dhaka University will

participate in a 10- -day learning

session with Murtaja Baseer start-
ing from February 06. Fifteen
applicants will be chosen for the
"Mentor & Protégé” programme.
Given the current scenario of art
education and experience-
gathering options in the visual arts
arena in our country, this distinc-
tive method of working side-by-
side with a master artist promises
to promote the aesthetic excellence

of budding artists. It also heralds a

new era of visual art where skilled

artisans proudly display their

individual expressions.

After the session with Murtaja
Baseer, another session titled

"Create & Display” will be organ-
ised, featuring the artistic cre-

ations of Murtaja Baseer and his

students.

Brad & Jen

in business

Their partnership in marriage
may be ending, but it looks like
the business union formed
between Brad Pitt and Jennifer
Aniston may endure.

Publicists for the recently
separated celebrities have told
media sources that the couple
hopes to remain: partners in
Plan B, the production com-
pany they co-founded with
entertainment mogul Brad
Grey.
Among the numerous
upcoming projects for Plan B is
a Martin Scorsese-directed
thrller, The Departed, to star
Leonardo DiCaprio and Matt
Damon. The anticipated movie
is expected to start filming this
Spring:

stay bonded:}

1 Source: Intemnet

Benagzir: A promising Odissi dancer,

NOVERA DEEPITA

Dance was initially a therapy for
Benazir Salam, a promising Odissi
dancer. "My danoce lessons beganvery
painstakingly. Being a sickly child my
mother, who.had the idea that physi-

cal exercise is conducive to health,

admitted me to a dance school."
Benazirreminisces.

She has travelled a great distance
since those days. Benazir started
learning dance at the age of four
under first guru Abdul Hasib Panna of
Nikkon Shilpi Goshthi, a local dance
school in Rajshahi. As a studeiit she
won prizes in the National Children's
Award Competition arranged by
Shil aAcademy fourtimes, Later,
she learnt Kathak under Shibli
Mohammad and Bharatnatyam
under Belayet Hossain Khan. Shaju
Ahmed and Minu Hague were alsu
hergunus.

In 1985, dance teacher and dmre-
ographer Laila Hassan, impressed by
Benazit's performance, invited her to

- work on dance direction. In 1996 she

went to study dance at Rabindra
Bharati University under an Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)
scholarship. She scored the top posi-
tion in both honours and masters and
specialiséd in Odissi. She also got the
first prize in the annual competition
arranged by the West Bengal State
Academy of Music. She still takes
dance lessons from Miirolidharan
MajhiinWest Bengal.

A regular. teacher at the Shishu
Academy, Benazir has also directed
the dance drama Hridaye Mandrilo
Damadam Gurugurni, Shetook partin
many awareness-based programmes
organised by ShishuAcademy,.

Benazir teaches Odissi ather school
named Nupur. To quote her: "There is
little chance to develop fusion dance
from Kathak. However, Odissi has the
softness and attractive quality that
other dance forms lack. For instance,
the movement of the body is very
flexible in this dance, So one can easily
develop a different type of dance with
the mudrasofOdissi.

"Most of the dance schools in our
country offers a limited chance for
propertrainingand mostofthe teach-
ers arenot properly eduicated. Neither
do they give enough time to the stu-
dents,” Benazir says, adding, "Some-

Unravelling the wonders of Odissi dance

times they cannot even match the
miudra with the song they are playing

_inbackground."

There is no suitable platform for the
dancers in our country, believes
Benazir. For example, dance
programmes have shortslots on televi-
sion. Thlking from first hand experi-
ence, she says, "l tried to complete my
doctorate on dance but could not
because of the unfavourable educa-
tional scenario which is not conducive
to higher studies in dance. And, again,
there is no separate dance department
inouruniversities.”

Benazir says, "Many people still
have some negative ideas about
dance. Here in Bangladesh the danc-
ers think that there are only four
genres of dance such as Kathak,
Bharat Natyam, Kathakali and
Kuchipudi, In reality, there are more
genres such as Odissi, Mohini Attam..
Gourio and Manipuri."

To the beginners of Odissi danr:e.
Benazir has a word of advice: learn °
the grammar of dance. And, she
believes there is no substitute for
learning the basics with devotion
andhonesty. .

Konkona features in Aparna's 15 Park Ave.

The muﬂaer-and-daughtar duo

One of India's best known filmmakers, Apama Sen, is all set
to start her new film. The director of Parorma and Paromitar
Ek Din is making an English-language film. Entitled 15 Park
Avenue, the film will feature her Mr & Mrs Iyer stars Rahul
Boseand daughterKonkona.

Says Konkona, "Isn't my mom best at making English-

_-wrappeditup,”

language films?Which arethe filmsshe'sbestknown for? Her
first film asdirector, 36 Chowringhee Lane, And then Mr &
Mrs Iyer; I'm really excited about 15 Park Avene. It's one of
. the best smpts mom. has written. In fact, she "has just

Konkona is also excited about commg together whh
Rahulagain afterMr&Mrs Iyer.

"We doshare a very special on-screen bonding. And we' I‘E:
close friends in real life. But 15 Park Avenue won't be any-
thing like Mr & Mrs Iyer. 1t's the story of two non-Bengali®
sisters living in Kolkata. It'll hopefully complete a trilogy of
well-received English-language filmsbymom, "shesays.

The film puts an end to Sen's year-long ordeal wheh ber
otherdirectorial projectsfell through.

Meanwhile, Konkona is all set for the release of her first
Hindi film, Madhur Bhandarkar's Page 3/and also to begin
workonMiraNair's The Namesake,

Call her the new age Shabana Azmi, and Konkona
blushes. "Now that's what 1 call a compliment. Shabana
sweetly keeps sending alot of projects and scripts to me. By
some strange coincidence, alot of socially relevant films are
comingmyway.[like that.

"Butl thinka film needs to be engaging forthemessageto
come through. No point in just making dry message-

orented film. In my new release Amu [directed by Shonali
Bose], whereI playan Indian American who returns to India

to search for her parents, 1 think the message has bccm

engaginglyput across.
"But you must excuse my American accent in Amis lt

isn'thalfas good as myTamilin Mr& Mrs Iyeri®

Source: Intemet

* News Bulletin

BTV
News Headlines (Bangla) at

B:55

am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00

pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangis) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00

pm.E:00 pm.
News (English) sl 3:00 pm, 10:00

pm.

Late Night News (Bangla and English)

14:30 pm.
CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) al 7:15 am, 9:00am.
7:45 pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and

English) at11:30 pm.
ATH BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am,

2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm,

11:00

pim.
Telecas! of BTV News (Bangla and

English) &l11:30pm.

Latest News (Bangla) al 9:00 a.m,

am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00pm.

nty

10:00
pm.

News Headiines (Bangla) at 10;00 am.

12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.
News (Bangla) 7:30 am, 2;00 pm.
pm.7:30 pm.A0:30 pm.

5:00

Telecas! of BIV Hews (Bangla and

English) a1 11:30 pm.
TARA BANGLA

NewsHeadines(Bangla) 2 5:30 pm. 7:30

.
Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm,

11:30

pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) a1 9:30

pim.
BBC WORLD
Every hour ontha hour
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OnHBO at08:30 pm
Directed by Ang Lee

Nolte

bring him down.

Genre: Sci-Fi/Action/Drama
Eric Bana, Jennifer Connelly, Sam Elliott, Nick

It seems to scientist Bruce Banner that his
father. David has been performing genetic
experiments on him at a young ‘age-butthese
are memories Bruce tries hard to erase. One
day, anaccidentin Bruce's laboratory exposes
him to Intense gamma radiation thatalters him
physically and' mentally, turning him Into a
raging green monster when stressed. Fellow
sclentist and' ex-girlfriend Betty Ross tries
hard to help Bruce deal with his Inner demons.
Misunderstood and feared, the Hulk goes on
the rampage against the elements that seek to




