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More organisations decry
Habiganj grenade attack

to ensure security of people, they observe

STAR NATIONAL DESK

“ More political and socio-cultural
~organisations, professional and
nstudent bodies and individuals

yesterday condemned Thursday's
grisly grenade attack on Awami

2 League rally at Biodder Bazer in
{‘Habigabg that killed former finance

minister SAMS Bibria and four ather
party activists.

The government has (o bear the
responsibility for this as it could
neither properly probe earlier such
incidents nor could ensure security
of people's life and property, they
said.

Such [ncidents are happening
ue to "indifference” of the ruling
‘HNP-Jamaat alliance in bringing the

“gulpritsto book, theyalleged.

" Our RU Correspondent reports:
One hundred and seventy-three
teachers of Rajshahi University (RU)
inastatement expressed deepshock
and condemned the killing.

They criticised the fmn'-pﬂl:ty alli-
ance government forits "utter filure to
ensuresecurity of people'slife”,

uh They said, incidents of killing,

¥

SNAPS
‘Training on fishery

ends
QuRr CORRESPUNDEN‘I', Kushtia

A three-day 'trainers' ralning' on Gender
Awareness and Development ended hare
on Friday. [t was organised jointly by the
district fisheries department, DESHA, a
local NGO and Aquaculfure Devalopment
Project (IFAD), Faridpur. Twenty-five
people from eight districts of Khulna
division took part in the fraining. Dr.
Mamalaz Uddin, chief coordinator of
IFAD, Kushtia District Fishery Officar
Hasanuzzaman Choudhury, DESHA
| Executive Director Rabiul Islam and IFAD
| officlals Nurut Amin andSahanaraBagum
condugted the iraining,

Arms recovered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Uzirpur police recovered a pipa gun, one
revalver and four bullets from a house
Mashang village in Otra unlon on Friday.
Police said, acting on a tip-off, they raided
( the housaof one Dr. Hyder AliKhan inthe
evening and racovered the firearms.
Police sald case was lodged with
Uzirpur thana but none was arrested {ill
writing this repart yesterday maming,

terrorism and repression on oppres-
sion political parties increased after
the alliance government came to the
power in 2001,

Militants group like Bangla Bhai
have emerged under the shelter of
the government, they alleged,
expressing their anguish at the lack
of security in publiclife.

In Kibria's killing, the country lost
anintermationally reputed personality
who held important United Nations
posts of Under Secietary General and
Escap Executive secrefary.

They also expressed sympathy
with the bereaved family members.

The reachers demanded stream
action against the crirhinal immedi-
ately

They said if the grenade attack on
August 21 was properly investigated
and killers punished, such incident
would nothave been repeated.

They termed former finance
minister Shah AMS Kibriaan asset of
the country and said this killing is
equal to the killing of intellectuals in
1971,

Those who killed the intellectuals
in 1971 have become active again.

They must be contained anyhow,
the mentioned.

They blamed ruling BNP-Jamaat
coalition for patronising terrorist

wacross the country and they were

responsible for the heinous grenade
attack.

They also said there is no alterna-
tive for the nation with out going for
movement to remove the present
alliance government.

They also alleged that the bomb
attacks are going on against Awami
League leaders and workers one
after another but the government is
indifferent.

Secular and pro-liberation forces
are the prime targets of the culprits,
who will not spare such forces in
BINP also, they said.

They also demanded immediate
exemplary punishment to the

culrpits.

Signatories to the statement -

include Progressive Teachers Asso-
ciation Convener Prof. Muhammaed
Nurullah, former RUVC Prof Saidur
Rahman Khan, Social Science Fac-
ulty Dean Prof Zihadul Karim, Prof
Entajul Haque, Prof Mijan Uddin,

Prof Anando Kumar Shaha, Prof
Moloy Kumar , Prof Shamsuddin
llas, Prof Hasibul Alam Prodhan,
Prof Muhammad Shobhan, Prof
Bidhan Chandra Shaha and Prof
Tarek Noor

Other organisations which con-
demned the grenade attack include
RU teachers, Officers and
Employees Welfare Association, RU
Bangabandhu Parishad,
Bangabandhu Sangskritik Jote,
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote,
Anushilon Drama Group, RU
Samajtrantik Chhatra Front, Udichi
RU unit, RU Mohila Parishad, Jatiya
Samajtrantrik Dal, RU Chhatra
Federation, RU Chhatra Union and
its cityunit, Udichi Rajshahi cityunit
and Gono ShilpiSanghta.
Chittagong Chamber
Our Staff Correspondent in Ctg
reports: Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (CCCI) ina
statement expressed its deep shock
at the killing of Kibria and four
others and demanded immediate
arrest of the culprits.

Such incidents are taking place

Incidents increase as perpetrators not brought to book, govt fails

one after another as the culprits can
not be brought to book, CCCI lead-
ers said in the statement issued
Fridayevening.

Terrorists do not belong to any
party. They are enemies of all. They
should be given exemplary punish-
ment for the benefit of all including
political parties both in power and
inthe opposition, they said.

Signatories to the statement
include CCCI President
Saifuzzaman Chowdhury, Senior
Vice-President SM Nurul Haq and
Vice President MA Latif.

Women Employers Association of

Nasreen Awal Minto, President of
Women Employers Association of
Bangladesh, in a statement expressed
herdeepshockat the murder of Kibria
and demanded immediate arrest of
thekillers.

Such incidents are taking place as
the perpetrators could not be
brought to boo, she said and urged
the government to take all out steps
to nab them.

PHOTO: STAR
Police guarding AL office at Darul Fazal Marketin Chittagong city and a barren (right) Hemayet Uddin Road in Barisal city during hartal hours yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR

Mushroom produced are being store ata house in Rangamagi, awaiting marketing.

Hopes lose way in
marketing snags

Lack of trade facilities frustrates over 27,000
mushroom growers in Rangamati

MONIRUL ALAM, Rangamari

Mushroom growing, which lured
scores of people, particularly poor
womenand promised betterlifeinthe
hill district, is on the wane only due to
lack of transportation and marketing
facilities.

Its commercial production had
expanded mpidly both in urban areas
andindistanthillocks inthe district but
the enthusiasm among the growers is
fading but the government agency
concerned is unconcemned, many of
the growers alleged while talking to this
correspondentrecently.

Over the years after launch of a
project by the Parbattya Chattagram
Mushroom Chash Prokolpa five years
ago, consumption of the highly nutri-
tious food with medicinal value also
increased, creatingalocal market.

"Most of the growers now produce
mushroom only to meet family
demands”, said Sazal Barua, a trainer
workingundertheproject.

They no more grow mushroom an

commercial basis because of lack of
marketing facilities. The training
project is at Asambosti in Rangamati
towr.

A total of 27450 peaple were given
training on mushroom cultivation
underthe projectinlast five years.

The project was undertaken by the
Department of Agriculture Extension
(DAE) to encourage hill people, partic-
ularly the ultra poor and unemployed
ones to grow mushroom for self-
employment.

This created much enthusiasm
among unemployed youths as they
sawinitasawaytochange theirlife. But
lack of marketing facilities has marred
the prospect, hesaid.

Mushroom growing is highly profit-
able business. Only around Tk 20 is
spent to produce one kilogram of
mushroom, which can be easily sold at
between Tk 80 and Tk 100, Sazal Barua
said. The youths were attracted
because it involved virmually no capital
and extra space. It can be grown at a
cormerofahouse oratasmall cottage.

Mushroom has high demands in
big cities in Bangladesh and abroad
because of its multiple food value. It is
full of minerals and cancer resistant
ingredients but negligible fat, said
Assistant Horticulturist Tkbal Hossain.

Mushroom soupisa popular foodin
the Western countries. [t is also used in
preparingvarietiesofdelicious dishes.

"As it is holds high demand in
Dhaka, Chittagong and even among
indigenous people in CHT, unem-
ployed people could easily create self-
employment and reduce poverty,” said
Fasiul Alamn, Directorofthe project.

A small investment in marketing
could easily meet the demand of about
5000 foreigners living in Dhaka and
Chittagong who love to have mush-
mom dishes in their menu almest
everyday, hesaidl.

He suggested that investors can set
up storage facilities in Rangamati town
topreserveitandthensupplytocities.

This small initiative can be taken
either bythe government orthe private
sectors, hesaid.

Food poisoning kills 4 of a family
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Out of Bidi factories,
but now jobless

200 teenagers may return to hazardous work

AMANUR AMAN, Kushtia

Seventeen-year old Rohidul and 13-
year old Sahanara are now very
happy. They are earning Tk 60 to 70 a
day now, three times more than
they used to get from hazardous
work ataBidi factory earlier.

This was beyond their imagina-
tion a year ago when they were
engaged at Bidi factories. Rohidul is
an electrician and Sahanara a paper
bagmakernow.

"I'm very happy", a delighted
Sahanara told this correspondent
on Thursday while making paper
bag at her house in remote
Boiragirchar village in Daulatpur
upazila, 45 kilometers off the dis-
trict town. Rohidul is also from the
same village,

They were trained in the voca-
tions at the initiative of a local
NGO-- SETU-- and the ILO (Inter-
national Labour Organisation) after
they were taken out of Bidi factories
last year. They had been working in
the factories for over four years.

The United States Department
of Labour (USDOL) funded the ILO
project named PEWFCL (Pre-
venting and Eliminating the Worst
Forms of Child Labour). The project
concludes next monith.

But all teenagers taken out of
Bidi factories trained are not lucky
like Rohidul and Sahanara.

A total of 368 boys and girls aged
between 13-17 were trained in
different vocations including tai-
loring, paper bag making, nursery
raising, electrical work, elementary
engineering.

About 200 of them are unem-
ployed now.

Most of the teenagers taken out
of Bidi factories are from Daulatpur
upazila, the biggest tobacco pro-
ducing and processing zone in the
country.

Selim Hossain, son Abdul Kader

at Begunbaria village, got carpentry

training, but could not manage a
job. Same is the condition of Tuhin
Hossain of Philipagar village and
Kalam of Golabari village. They
were frained on repairing motor
vehicle engine.,

Their fate is uncertain and
poverty may compel them to return
to tobacco factories, many of them
lamented while talking to this
correspondent.

When contacted, MA Kader,
Executive Director of SETU said he
is aware of the situation. Parents of
the teenagers were given Tk 28 [akh
loans for income generating activi-
ties when the children were taken
out of factories. But most of them
did not utilise the loans to provide
their trained wards.

He however said, "We will sit
with them soon to see what can be
done”

Contacted over cell phone,
USDOL Coordinator in Bangladesh
AT Siddique said the trainers of the
teenagers were supposed to pro-
vide them with jobs. "There was no
job commitment fromus", hesaid.

SETU took out 2090 childrenand
teenagers aged between 5-17 out of
Bidi factories. Of them, 1170 aged
between 5 and 11 have been
enrolled in schools after pre-school
orientation at education centres
run by it. Another 190 below 5 are
cared atits 28 centres,

ILO took the initiative in 2001 to
remove child labour from Bidi
factories in Bangladesh.

SETU started its project in
December 2001 and later was
joined by BTUK ['Bangfadesh Trade
Union Kendro).

Before launching the project, a
survey by SETU found that at [east
5000 children were working at eight
bigBidifactoriesin the district.

Sources said at least 2500 chil-
dren are still working in eight
tobacco factoriesin the district.

Barisal phones to

take 2 months
more for normal
operation

Qur CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

At least one and a half months more
will be needed for all telephones in
Barisal division to function normally.

Sources in T& T Department here
said conversion of 1600 lines starting
with number'5' to number '6' will be
completed within this month.

But the new 1000-line exchange
being installed by a Chinese com-
pany will not start functioning before
the firstweek ofnextmonth.

Then the company will start
installation of another 2000-line new
exchange, which may start function-
ingin March, the sourcessaid.

All telephones will be functional
after the whole work is completed,
theysaid.

Tender for setting up another new
exchange with a capacity of 7000
lines has been ﬂ{)&[EKF. The work will
begin within the current financial
year, New telephone connections
would be given after that.

Mentionably, 4700 telephones
starting with digit '5' under Barisal
Divisional Telephone Exchange
suddenly collapsed on December 15
as the Hard Disk Drive (HDD) at the
Central Processing Unit (CPU) went
outoforder. The CPUwasinstalled by

Company ofTtaly,

One held for

damaging
Rangpur temple

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Police arrested the prime accused in
Tuesday's Lalbag temple damage
incident on Friday:

Rashid was held after Prof
Narayan Chandra Kundu, secretary
of Lalbag Kali Mondir Committee,
filed a case with Kotwali thana earlier
anthe day.

Police have been are deployed in
the area, He told police during inter-
rogation that he damaged a wall of
the temple and snapped the power
connection, OC NurAlam said.

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur familytriedtohushup thematterasthey - fearing paliceinterrogation.
reportedlytried toavoid police. The eight sick persons now at the
Four ns of a including a The dead are Achhir Uddin, 60, his  hospital are Ayesha, Parveen, Zamil,
minor girl died from food poisoningat  thirdwifeArezaBegum, 45, hismother-  Nasreen, Zakir, Ayema, Armina and
Damuderpur-Balapara village in m—lﬂvgdz:lmmur;’:] 70, and his B-  arifl.
Rangp yeara ter i
Eghtmhmmsickaﬂm Achhir Uddin died at Rangpur d ﬁhc;emﬂ&fﬂugfﬁaﬂ:}:ﬂme
food allegedly mied with Medical College Hospital an December €211 OF ACIIE = i
chemicals. 20.ArezaBegumdiedonfanuary2land  three others, the office-in-charge of
The tragic incidents came to light  AlemaBegumand BellyonJanuary26at  Sadar thana said police are yet to be
threedaysafter thedeathas theaffected  their home afterthey fled from hospital,  informed ofthedeathofthreepersons.
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Local Government Engineering Department
Office of the Executive Engineer
District: Sylhet
Memo No. LGED/XEN/Sylnel/06-285/2004/262 Dated: 18.01.2005
Tender Notice Number: 77/2004-05
Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the eligible tenderers as defined in Ihe tender documents for the
undermentioned list of works as per terms and conditions stated belaw:
Sl No Name of conlract Tender security Time for Price of tender
(Tk) completion (days) documents (Tk)
01. Construction of 9.00m span RCC Light 15,000/~ 90 500/~
Traffic Bridge on Punnagoan village
road over Bewal Khal.
02. Construction of 2x3.00x3.00m RCC box 12,000/ 90 300/-
culvert on Gobindasree West Mahlla
road. Ch: 200m.
03. Construction of 3x3.50¢3.50m RCC box 18,000/- 80 500/~
culvert an Angura-Mohammadpur road.
Ch: 00m.
04. Construction of 1x4.00x4.00m RCC box 13,000/ 90 500/-
culvert on Roybashi-Dudboxi road.
05. Consiruction of 1x4.00x4.00m ACC box 13,000/~ 90 5004
culvet on  Achirgonjbazar-Holimpur
road, Ch; 780m.
I Name of project Light Traffic Bridge.
2. Date, time and place of pre-lender 10.02.2008, 12:00 noon and office of the undersigned.
meeling
3 Last date, time and places of selling 26.02.2005, 4:00 pm and
tender documents 1 A) Oifice of the undersigned.
B) The Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet.
C) The Project Director, Light Traffic Bridge Project,
LGED, LGED Bhaban, Agargaon, Dhaka.
D) The Execulive Engineer, LGED, Sunamganj/
Hobiganj/Moulavibazar,
E) The Upazila Engineer, LGED, all upazila, Sylhal.
4. Last date, ime & places of receiving 27.02.2005 upto 12:00 Noon and
lender a) The Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet,
b) The Executive Engineer, LGED, Sylhat/Moulavibazar,
¢) The Upazila Engineer, LGED, all upazila, Sylhet.
i Dale, lime and place of opening o 27.02.2005 at 3:00 pm and office of the undersigned.
lender
6. Tender shall be valid for a period of 119 days after bid opening and must be accompanied by the lender
sacurity specified in seclion 2. The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the lendars
without assigning any reason whatsaever. Interested tenderer may obtain further infammation from (he
undersigned and purchase the lender documents in cashitreasury challan/bank draft from the places
mentioned above. The tenderer or their authorised representatives are allowed to altend the opening of
lenders.
DFP-2071-26/01/05 Execulive Engineer
G-114 LGED, Sylhet




