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Businesses see

FROM PAGE 12

Business leaders feared the incident
would only aggravate the critical
situation the economy has been Fﬂlng
through since the expiry o
multifibre arrangement.

The country was yet (o recover
from the shock of the most macabre
lea de attack on August 21 last year

ollowing severe floading and inces-
sant rains, when came this another
most upsetting incident, they
pnlmcdoul

"We were in the recovery phase,
but unfortunately we find another
gruesome attack, And this time the
target was the immediate past
finance minister," a top business
leader observed seeking anonymity.
FBCCI
The Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) has called for a
speedy and neutral probe into the
Habiganj attack which it sees as
posing a great threat to the national
development.

"The country's business activities
are being seriously affected due to the
recurrent grenade and bomb attacks
and their backwashes," said the coun-
try's apex tade body in a statement,
EXPressing grave concerns.

"This type of dreadful attacks on
political rallies will badly tarnish
Bangladesh's iman abroad and
could hamper both local and foreign
trade and investment,” it said, stress-
ing the need for uprooting the evil
forces involved in these attacks in the
greaterinterest ofthe nation.

The chamber that represents all
%&ﬂb?d[es of l!}c Emmuy said, ail: this

uncture, itis necessary to fo
a national unity, hold dialogues ﬁ
develop a commitment (o transform
olitics into a medium of public wel-
re. All political parties, particularly
the two main ones, can contribute
towards forging the unity through
holdingdialogues, itadded.

*The roots of terrorism and killing
are getting stronger by the day due to
lack of dinlogue, keeping Bangladesh
and its people under constant
threat,” the statement said.

MCCI

Terming the Thursday's grenade
attack a barbaric act, Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(MCCI}) President Kutubuddin
Ahmed urged the government to
cdrry out a transparent probe,
acceptable to all quarters, and pun-
ishthe culprits.

“Failure to find out the culprits of
previous incidents has encoumged
the recurrence of such crimes,” the
MCCI chiefsaid.

But he urged the main opposition
not to undertake such political
programmes that hinder economic
activities,

The ongoing 60-hour country-
wide non-stop strike has paralysed
the export process, he said adding
that almost all industeles remained

Hartal relaxed
in hill districts
UNB, Bandarban

The district unit of the Awami
League (AL) has decided to relax

hartal in'the hill district for today .

and tomorrow in view of the difficul-
ties facing the tourists as communi-
cations to and from the resort town
remained cutoff.

Sources said backpackers got
stranded in hotels in the district
town due to the three-day nation-
wide shutdown called by the Awami
League and its left--leaning allies
protesting the killing of former
finance minister Shah AMS Kibria
MP and four others in Thursday's
grenadeattackin Habiganj
_ I Many buses that left Dhaka for
Bandarban on Friday could not
enter the town, causing sufferings to
the passengers,

Witnesses said schools, shops,
business houses and private offices
remained closed and vehicles were
off the roads on the first day of the
general strike.

Clarification
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The bank said that its deposit-
advance ratio on December 31 was
100 percent as per normal rules.

QOur Reply: We used the figure from
Bangladesh Bank's 'Statement of
Deposit and Credit Position of
Scheduled Banks as on 31st
December, 2004.'

Tigers
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on turn than bowling his usual
flatter trajectory, went on to take 4-
33, surpassing his previous best4-63
against New Zealand at the big bowl
two monthsago.

It was Bangladesh's overall
eighth ODIwin and for the firsttime,
they have scored back-to-back
victories.

The toss for an umpteenth time
proved vital in the series and
Bangladesh took full advantage of it
after Habibul Bashar called the coin
correctly for a second successive
time,

Bangladesh's cha]Ienglng total
was built around two half-centuries
byNafeesIqbal (56 off 76 balls) and

Khaled Mashud's 51 off 61 balls.

Nafees added 72 runs for the
second wicket with his Chittagong
mate Aftab Ahmed (44 off 49 balls),
The pair looked in ominous form
before Aftab was sadly run out while
attempting asecond run.

The home side suffered another
middle-order hiccup but
Mohammad Ashraful returmed to
form hitting 35 off 49. But it was
. Khaled Mashud who piloted

Bangladesh to their highest total in
the series so far. Mashud's sixth one-
day inten_'_la_uun'tl fifty featured two
fours and amassive six.

closed yesterday and no consign-
ment could .be dispatched fram
Chittagong.

“These political programmes
force foreign buyers to take their eyes
nﬂ"Bangl:: esh,” hesaid.

"At this age of globalisation, we
are facing slll'F competition every day.
If such incidents continue, the coun-
try's economy as well as the business
activities will collapse,” Ahmed
remarked
DCCI
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) President Sayeeful
Islam said the killing of former
finance minister SAMS Kibria was a
severe blow to the economy.

He said the business community
would like to see the rule of law and
stability that are preconditions for
economic growth,

"It was not the first time that this

e of killings took place. So, culprits
should be identified and punished,”
headded.

BCI

Talking to The Daily Star yesterday,

Bangladesh Chamber of Industries

(BCT) President AK Azad said before the

Thursday's attack, several similar

incidents had taken place, but the
nvemment failed to conduct any
orough probeintoanyoneofthem.

“If the government can identify the
perpetratars of these crimes and brin
them to baok then such attacks wil
ceaseto take place," Azad observed.

He said such incidents makelocal
investors shaky, "and we have to
explain such gruesome incidents to
the foreign buyers.”

The BCI leader said the current
terror-stricken situation will hamper
the national economy. The govern-
ment should immediately initiate a
probe into the carmage in collabora-
tion with the other political parties to
expose the masterminds behind it

KiBRIA KILLING
Saifur calls
for political
consensus

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman
yesterday urged both ruling and
opposition parties to reach a consen-
sus to avert incidents like Thursday's
killingof SAMS Kibriain the future.
“This is also an attack on people
like us who are believers of free-
thinking," Saifur said in an emotion-
choked voice. "The murder of Kibria
is terribly heinous. This is not just an
attack on him but also on the democ-

".lf_such shameful incidents .

continue tohappen, itwill be difficult
for people like us to be involved in
politics,” he told journalists at the
Planning Commission yesterda
"Kibria was a brilliant diplomat
and politician. [tis unfortunate thata
person like him was killed this man-

ner,
*The image of the country will not
only be tainted at home but also

abroad, if we let some deriled peo-
ple destroy our political environment

inthisway."
"How patriotic politicians will
devotedly work for the country if a

Eatﬁnt like him is killed in this way,"
elamented.

He said Kibria had many friends
abroad as he had served at the Escap
(Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific). "Now as the
country's finance minister, Iwill have
to answer to his friends why he died,”
said Saifur.

Saifur also recalled memories of
his school days with Kibria. "We used
to study in the Moulavibazar High
School. He was one grade senior to
me. He was a brilliant student. We
resided at the SM Hall during our
university days. Together, we also
languished in jail for 45 days during
the Language Movement in 1952."

"Though we belonged to UI:_F'M te
camps po ucaily. we remained close
at familylevel."

Speeding buses
kill bureaucrat,
another

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Reckless drivingkilled a government
official and an unidentified man in
separateaccidentsinKalyanpurand
Mohakhali during the hartal hours
yesterday.

Rafiqul Islam, 40, senior assistant
secretary of the health ministry, was
standing at Darus Salam Road bus
stoppage for a vehicle to his office at
g:d0am.

“The driver of the speeding bus
lost control and drove over him,"
said Shafiq, a roadside cigarette
vendor.

The secretarydied on thespot.

Passers-by and locals stopped the
Gulistan-bound bus coming from
Dhaka Zoo and caught Shahinur
Islam, helper of the bus, who was
behind the wheel.

Mirpur police later arrested
Shahinur and seized the bus.

Rafiqul’s body was sent to Dhaka
Medicai College and Hospital for
autopsy. He was then taken to the
Secretariat mosque where his
namaz-e-janazawas held.

He will be bured at his family

veyard in Gabtoli upazila in Bogra.
He left behind his wife, two daughters
andason.

A BCS 13th batch government
official, Rafiqul, who hailed from
Sabekpara village in Gabtoli, joined
civil servicein 1994.

Health and Family Planning
Minister Dr Khondoker Mosharraf
Hossain in“a message to Rafiqul's
bereaved family cum?nled his death
and prayed for salvation ofhis soul.

In Mohakhali, a man of about 30
in check shirt and black trousers, was
killed on the spot when a Dhaka-
Kaliganj minibus knocked him near
the railway crossingat 10:00am.

Robbers shoot
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house hearingagunshot.

I made a phone call to Uttara
Police Station and the duty-officer said
he didnothavethe forceto come to the
spot immediately,” said a neighbour,
seekinganonymity.

The robbers meanwhile ransacked
the house and looted about Tk 25,000,
around 15 tola gold omaments and
one camera, said the officer-in-charge
of Uttara Police Station quoting
Sayeeda.

The robbers might have fled the
scene by scaling the northern wall, as
the barbwire there was also cut, said
neighbours.

Nelghbours rushed into the house
at around 3:30am and found Hamid
lying in a pool of blood in front of the
kitchen, said Ali Ashraf Sarkar Dipu,
anotherneighbour.

Hamid was rushed to the Urtara
Central Hospital and later to the
Institute of Post Graduate Medicine
and Research (IPGMR), where doctors
declared him dead.

Police sent his body to the Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital (DMCH)
morgue for an autopsy at around
9:00am.

Farah is undergoing treatment at
the Uttara Central Elospital.

One held for
vandalising
Rangpur
temple

RAFIQUE SARKER, Rangpur

Police arrested the prime accused in
the Tuesday's Lalbag temple incident
and senthim tojail.

Police arrested Rashid after Prof
Narayan Chandra Kundu, secretary of
!.aIbaTgNI}.'dl Mondir committee, lodged a
casewith Kotwali Police Stationlastnight
against Rashidand hisaccomplices.

A number of police are deployed in
thearea.

Rashid on primary interrogation
admitted that he damaged awallof the
temple and snapped the temple's
electricity connection, Officer-in-
Charge of Kotwali Police Station Nur
Alamsaid.

The accused is somewhat insane
and he underwent treatments several
times, the OC said referring to Rashid's
relatives.

Terming the Tuesday's temple
incident a heinous act, leaders of the
Hindu community in Rangpur

ressed their concerns over the
police bid to divert the matuer to a
different direction.

Secretary of the Rangpur Puja
Udjapon Committee Babon Prosad
said although tension there subsided,
Hindu {es are still in fear.

Moudud refutes
allegation of
coalition link
UNB, bhaka

Law Minister Moudud Ahmed has
strongly refuted the allegation that o
faction within the ruling alliance was

involved in grenade attacks for which
no clue to the heinous acts could be
detected.

"No responsible govemment can
involve in such criminal activities,” he
told a reporter at a press conference

yesterday.
The minister said similar
attacks were also made during the past
Awami League rule but no clue to those
mmal:}l:u Habij yct?ctmeurﬂmdd
ut the gan| y grenade
attack Moudud said, * o g o
undermine the nation as a fun men-

talist and failed state were behind the
heinous conspiracy.” He did not name
any partyor group.

*It's a matter of grave concern for all
of us. We should stand united to frustrate
such conspimcy. Government cannot do
italone,” headded.

Moudud added that the clue 1o
Habiganj grenade attack that left
former finance minister and Awami

e (AL) leader SAMS Kibria MP

four others dead could be
unearthed only through cooperation
ofall quartersincludingthe AL

Iraq closes
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center in the town of Khanaqin,
northeast of Baghdad near the
border with Iran.

The US military said three [raqi
soldiers and five civilians were killed
and seven people were wounded in
the attack. No Americans were
among the casualties.

The bombing came shortly after
Insurgents mounted a rocket attack
against an Iraqi army base in the
town of Duluiya, north of Baghdad,
killing three soldiers and wounding
four, security sources said.

The bodies of three Iraqi contrac-
tors were found shot dead in the
town of Balad, north of Baghdad,
police said. The men had been
abductedaweek earlier.

US troops killed two Iragis in a
car near the western city of Ramadi,
according to witnesses. The circum-
stances were not immediately
known. :

The Iraqgi authorities shut down
Baghdad international airport and

closed its land borders for three.

days, in a bid to control the country
for Sunday's general elections, the
first since former dictator Saddam
Hussein was toppled in April 2003,

A dusk-to-dawn curfew was also
slapped on most of the country and
vehicle restrictions were enforced,
as security and police urged resi-
dentsinlraq's dangerspots tostayat
home untilelection day.

Despite the war-like atmosphere
of blast walls, razor wire and rartling
army vehicles patroling the empty
street, many Iraqis were upbeat
about choosing a national assembly
that could change the course of the
country's history.

(AFE, Reuters)

" quarters to nab the cri

JMJ]B behind Jatra
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Maulana Azibullah of Courtpara
village at Bandar upzila of
Narayanganj, came in contact with
the banned organisation Jamatul
Mujahidin through Joynal, whom he
met at an Islamic jalsa (meet) at
Narayanganj a fewmonths back
Shafiullah was eager to go lo
Iraq during the 'mass-killing And
torture against Muslims' and asked
Joynal to send him there, he'said,

adding that Joynal told him he .

would have to be trained before
beingsent.

In the statement, Shafiullah also
told the magistrate that Joynal
admitted that his group carried out
the bomb attackin Loxmikul village.
Terming the performance of jatra
and drama as anti-Islamic activities,
Joynal told Shafiullah that such
attacks would continue.

Shafiullah also told the magis-
trate that Joynal used to go ta Dhaka
for various organisational activities,
although he could not mention the
purposes, adding that Joynal's wife
and children did not know about
these activities,

JMIB operation commander
Siddiqur Rahman, alias Bangla Bhai,
said in an interview with journalists
several months ago that Jamatul
Mujahidin tumed to JMJB when the
government banned the organisa-
tion after several of its operatives
were injured while makingbombs.

Joynal is among those named by
the arrestees injured while making
bombs in Dinajpur several months
ago,

g Abdur Rahman, a close accom-
plice of Laden in Afgan war, who was

China-Taiwan
FROM PAGE 12

issues,” said ChiuTai-san, chairman
of Tajwan's Mainland Affairs
Council, who greeted them in a red
carpetwelcome,

*Reaching an agreement allow-
ing the flights means the two sides
are able to shelve their political
differences in order to seek mutunal
benefits to better bilateral ties,” said
Chiu after the first two mainland
planeslanded.

also present in the interview, said
that he and others decided to form
an organisation in 1997 that later
became Jamatul Mujahidin.
Shafullah claimed that Abdur
RahmanofJM]Bis hisleader.

600 SIs
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Development,”
told.

the meeting was

The Nicar approved the decislnn B

to create 600 new posts of sub-
inspectors in 300 police stations
across the country to form separate
investigation units to ensure "fair
and speedy investigation" into
cases.

A decision was also taken to set
up four new police investigation
centers at Titas Purbanchal under
Brahmanbaria Sadar Police Station,
Dhaperhat under Sadullapur Police
Station of Gaibandha, Eidgaon
under Cox's Bazar Sadar Police
Station and at Agorpur under
Babuganj Police Station in Barisal.

The meeting approved adecision
to set up divisional administrative
office of the land ministry in Barisal
and Sylhet divisions.

It also decided to rename Bogra's
Majhira upazila as Shahjahanpur
upazila and to build a new upazila
complex building at Loubajang in
Munshiganj.

Finance and Planning Minister
M Saifur Rahman, LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, Health and
Family Welfare Minister Khandakar
Mosharraf Hossain, Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Moudud Ahmed, Industries
Minister Motiur Rahman Nizami,
Communications Minister Nazmul
Huda, Food and Disaster
Management Minister Chowdhury
Kamal 1bne Yusuf, Post and
Telecommunications Minister
Aminul Hugq, State Minister for
Home Affairs Lutfozzaman Babar,
State Minister for Youth and Sports
Fazlur Rahman and State Minister
for Land Ukil Abdus Sattar attended
the meeting.

Cabinet Secretary Sadaat Hossain,
Prime Minister's Principal Secretary
Kamal Siddiqui and other officials
concermned were also present.

Kibria's daughter
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that left their father and four other
Awami League men dead.

My father was murdered in a
pre-planned way and the govern-
ment was negligent in bringing him
to the capitalfor treatment,” Dr Reza
in a choked voice yesterday told
reporters at their Dhanmondi resi-
dence that was wearing a sombre
and desolatelook.

“He (Kibria) was brought to
Dhaka by an ambulance that had
not adequate fuel and took a long
time to getrefuelled,” he said.

“From whom would we seek
justice?” asked the children of the
slain lawmaker adding that they do
not expect justice from the present
government orany ofits organs.

"It'sashame thatwe don'thave
the confidence in the govermment,”
Rezaadded.

He stressed the need for united
efforts to ensure proper investiga-
tion into the killing of his father and
1o stoprepetitionof such incidents.

"We don't want a two or three
days' protest, rather we want united
efforts by the countrymen to end the

violence and I hope people will be
with us until my father's killers are
broughttojustice," Dr Reza said.

On the government's proposal
for dialogue between the ruling
parties and the opposition, he said,
"It's all a mockery. After every killing
they call for such dialogues. It is the
government's responsibility to nab
the criminals and they have been
proved absolutely incompetent in
dischargingthe responsibility”.

Dr Reza Kibria also expressed
dissatisfaction over Speaker Jamir
Uddin Sircar's notvisiting eitherthe
hospital or the residence to see off
the former finance minister.

"He (Speaker) is the guatdian of
the lawmakers and we expected him
to pay avisit," hesaid.

Family of Kibria had refused the
Speaker's request to bring the body
to South Plaza of the Jatiya Sangsad
foranamaj-e-janajaandtobelainin
state as required under the conven-
tion fora sittinglawmaker.

Speaker Jamir Uddin Sircar
yesterday phoned Kibria's daughter
Dr Nazli Kibria tomake therequest.

Govt asks
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attack on the British Envoy Anwar
Choudhury.

INVESTIGA’I‘ION ASSISTANCE

After formal requests to the three
agencies were made yesterday,
Interpol responded immediately and
i4 likely to arrive within two or three
days, Morshed Khansaid.

"We'd like to get their expertise, but
we also want them to work together in
ourinvestigntionteam,” he added.

The foreign minister also made a
formal request for FBI assistanceto the
US Ambassador Harr}v K Thomas
during a meeting at the foreign minis-
try last night. However, since the US
State Department in Washington is
closed on Saturday and Sunday, a
respanse is likely to come on Monday,
the foreign minister said.

Foreign Secretary Shamsher Mobin
Chowdhury told reporters that the
already been
asked to follow-up onthe investigation
into the attack on British envoy Anwar
Choudhury on May 21 last year, has
now been requested to assist with the
investigation into the January 27
grenadeattack.

ONUSAND EUSTATEMENT:

"We are not sitting idle; we have been
and still are investigating the matters,”
Morshed said, commenting on the US
and European Union's (EU) state-
ments that failure to rein in perpetra-
tors of previous bomb and grenade
artacks has created a climate of impu-
nity which encourages the continua-
tion of suchincidents.

“The investigation has to be quick
and in-depth as a deterrence to future
recurrences of such a horrific inci-
dents,” headded.

"Such incidents take place in
countries all over the world, notjustin
Bangladesh. We cannot bring an end
to these incidents overnight,” he said,
adding, "The government is fully
aware of its responsibilities to the
citizens and the honourable prime
minister has sought coo eaﬂaliun ofall
nals."

Morshed condoled the death of
Kibria and others and said, "One or
two perpetrators of such a heinous act

nnot be allowed to destroy the
Tbric of our democratic and tolerant

Interpol

country.
UNB says: Lutfozzaman Babar,
state minister for home affaires, also
talked to the US ambassador yester-
day and sought cooperation of the US
investigators.

"We sought US expert investiga-
tors to dig out the Habiganj incident
as the government is determined to
unearth the mystery," Babar told a
briefing.

"We want full cooperation of the
US investigators, we want that they
remain involved in the whole investi-
gation process with our local investi-
gators,” hesaid.

Babar told journalists that two
Interpol men are coming on Janu
31 from the US and Japan. They will
F an assessment report and
ater, on the basis of the report,
another teamwill come.

The state minister described
limitations and progress of the inves-
tigations of the bomb attacks on the
British High commissloner and on the
Awami League meetingon August21.

He said that Interpol and Scotland
Yard were invited soon after the bomb
attack at Sylhet Hazrat ma}d (RA)
Mazar and on the A League
meeting.

During the investigation of the
Sylhet bomb attack, investigators
arrested one Badrul Hasan Shamim, a
UK citizen. Later the government, at
the request of the British envoy,
allowed him to go to Singapore for
treatment but he left for London
instead of returning to Dhaka, Babar
said.

"Our investigators even went to
Singapore for interrogation but the
suspect did not cooperate with them.
We requested the British high com-
missioner not to allow him in the UK
forthe sake of investigation, but itwas
ignored,” UNB quoted Babar as
saying.

"We have sent recently another
letter to the authorities concerned in
the UK saying Shamim is one of the
prime suspects and he should be
interrogated further,” he said. "We
hope that they (UK) will consider our
request positively,” Babar told’ the
TepOrters.

Women activists
say people's life
utterly unsafe

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Seventy-two leading women's rights
activists and members of civil

in a joint statement yesterday
demanded the government instil
sense of security among the citizens
through restoring publ.{c confidence
in the administration and judiciary of
the country.

They termed the killing of former
finance l;ﬂl;a,mmer STh;h AMS mﬂgaed in
F,mmde on Thursday a tra
or the nadun a.nd of seﬂou{
moral degrada

Condemning the killing, they
demanded immediate identification of

the criminals through proper and trans-
parent intotheincident.

People's lives of Iate have become
utterly unsafe. Lack of sincere efforts
by the government to curb crimes has
pushed the country towards an
uncertainty, the statementsaid.

A tendency of taking law into
hands is growing in the soclety con-
tributing to further worse of law
and order, it pointed out. Inreference,
they mentioned the vigilantism by
Bangla Bhai and his men. They regret-
ted that despite the prime ministerial
order Bangla Bhaiisstill atlarge.

Referring to bomb and nde
b[asl.sthnthl!cdmrl-lﬂpeo
1999, the right activists said eymre
not any isolated ones, rather well-
orchestrated acts of violence by a
powerfulgan tﬁ

Besides, they expressed concemn
aver the failure of the government in
preventing repeat of such attacks, In
some cases, they observed, the gov-
emment failed to bring the culprits to
trial even after police had submirtted

sheetagainst them.

statement was signed among
others by Sultana Kamal, Khushi
Kabir, Hamida Hossain, Ayesha
Khanom, Shirin Akhter, Advocate
Sigma Huda, Sara Zaker, Mita Haque,
Rounak Hossain, Farida Akhter,
Tasmima Hossain, Advocate Salma
Ali, Dr Naila Khan, Aasha Meherin
Amin, Shahin Anam, Laila Kabir and
Dr Sonia Amin, Aroma Dutta, Saida
Kamal Ila Chanda and Maleka
Begum.

Pay commission
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recommendations on thereport.

A Pay Commission meeting on
Thursday finalised the report. The
recommended pay structure puts the
highest basic pay at Tk 27,500 and the
lowestatTk 2,800, said sources.

Since the last pay structure was
announced in 1997, there had been

| an inflation of 31.76 percent,

observed the commission in its
report. In line with the inflation, it
recommended a pay hike of 70
percentonanaverage.

There is, however, no guarantee
that the government would fully
implement the Pay Commission
recommendations. The 1997 Pay
Commission had put the highestand
lowest basic pay at Tk 18,000 and Tk
1,850 but the government scaled it
down toTk15000 and Tk 1500.

If the Pay Commission's recom-
mendations are implemented, the
new pay, which will be effected from
January 1,2005, would cost the
governmentTk5,294 crore annually.

Speaker, AL
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Sangsad (JS) tomorrow at the begin-
ning of the session, the first of this

It is however a convention in
Bangladesh parliament that the day's
session is adjoumed following the
adoption of an obituary reference if a
sittinglawmaker dies.

Talking to The Daily Star, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Abdul
Hamid yesterday said they have
demanded the speaker to adjourn the
sitting following the convention, "We
will react strongly if our demand is not
met."

Asked how they will protest if the
convention isnot followed, the deputy
leader said the AL parliamentary party
will decideaboutit.

Speaker Jamir Uddin Sircar said he
cannot violate the constitution by
deferring the presidential address. He
however said the issue will be settled
at the meeting of the Business
Advisory Committee before begin-
ningofthesession.

"The president will address at the
commencement of the session in
accordance with the constitution. I
see no way to alter this constitutional
obligation," the speaker said ata press
briefingathis office yesterday,

Echoing him, Deputy Speaker
Akhtar Hamid Siddiqui also said they
cannot go beyond the constitution.

However, the speaker expressed
his deep concemn at the ‘violation' of
the convention of holding a namaj-e-
janaza of a sitting lawmaker at the ]S
complex following the death of Shah
AMSKibria.

"I was ready with flowers after
making a stage at the South Plaza (of
the JS complex) to pay tribute to him.
But Awami League and the late law-
maker's family did not agree to bring
the body to the parliament complex,”
he told the briefing.

5 of a family
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The dead was identified as Rafiqul
Islam, 40, senior assistant secretary
of the health ministry.

Hospital sources said Rafiq died
on the spat when a pick-up van
rammed the rickshaw carrying him
at8:30am.

The body was sent to Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital for
autopsy. A case was filed with the
police.

Over 100 hurt
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estblishments remained closed. No
trading took place in the Dhaka and
Chittagong stock exchanges while
transactionsinbanks werevery thin.
DHAKA e
The police chased and charged batons
on the opposition leaders and activists
in Dhaka University, Paltan, Motijheel,
Muktan and Baitul Mokarram
areas. hartal supporters clashed
withthepoliceatCha

The police cordoned off the AL

Mleast six AL leaders and activists

uding former MP Obaidul Kader

were injured when the police started

them from a procession as it

near Chamber Bhaban in
Motijheelatabout 11:30am.

As Kader and some other leaders
tried to snatch an activist from the
policemen, the law-enforcers swooped
on them. The police started beating
and kicking the AL leaders and activists
including the formerminister.

Wimesses said Kader fell to the
ground when the police assaulted him.
Later, he was taken (o a private clinic,
The police picked up at least 12 AL
supporters fromthespot.

At that time AL lawmaker
Asaduzzaman Noor shouted at the

icez "If you do not let us protest the

ofourleader, pleaseshootus.”

tan and surrounding areas
mmed into a barttlefield at about
10:30am when the law-enforcers went
an action to the opposition
activists. batons on a
Jubo Mahila League procession at
abokllt]&l’!-:Sam the agitating femal

stage agitating e
protestors pelted stones at the runnin
vehicles and on the paolice. Seve
policemen swooped on Sramik
Shima dﬁll]'mry who fi

the ground and sustained head injury.

In protest against the police action,
the hartal supporters led by
Asaduzzaman Noor staged a sit-in at
Paltanblocking theroad.

The police clubbed a procession of

lesh Chhatra League (BCL),
student wing of the AL, in front of
Rokeya Hall of Dhaka University (DL)
leaving at least 10 BCL leaders and
activistsinjured atabout 11:30am.

Two of the wounded BCL activists
malﬂpsa:l on the road receiving serious

injuries. Five of them were admit-
ted to Dhaka Medical College and
Hospital (DMCH).

Six BCL leaders including central
Vice-president Ashit Baran Biswas
were armmested during the demonstra-
tion.

Five other BCL activists were
injured when the police charged
batons on another procession near the
Teachers-Students Centre on the DU
campusatabout 7:45pm.

The police beat former AL law-
maker Haji Selim mercilessly near the
Dhaka Central Jail gate when he was
leadinga processionatabout 1 1:30am.
As the lnw-enl’nm clubbed Selim
and others, the protestors pelted
brickbatsatthem.

Haji Selimwas rushed to the DMCH
and later shifted to a private clinic from
wherehewasreleased after treatment.

Earlier, the police also charged

batons on a procession led by Haji
Selim near Chawkbazar soon after he
came out of his Lalbagh house defying
police obstruction. From the early
moming, a good number of police
cordoned offhishouse,
OTHERPLACES

Some 50 people including AL law-
maker Mohammad Ali and Upazila
Nirbahi Officer of Hatia Imam Uddin
Kabir were wounded when the AL -
activists clashed with the ruling BNP
menintheisland throughout the day.

The lawmaker and the UNO sus-
tained head injuries while 30 others
were i::l!lured critically during the series
of clashes. The warring groups used
sticks to beat their opponents. They
peltedstonesateachother.

Police and witnesses said the
clashes ensued when the BNP activists
brought out processions in the town
amid demonstrations by the opposi-
tion activists in protest against the
killing of Shah AMS Kibria.

The BNP activists ransacked houses
of seven AL activists and local Proshika
office while AL supporters attacked the
houseofalocal chairman.

The authorities sent one platoon of
additional police from Noakhali to
Hatia to bring the situation under
control.

In Chittagong, some unidentified
youths set ablaze a city service passen-
gerbusnear the Fire Brigade headquar-
ters at Agmbad at around 7.00pm.
Firefightersrushed to the spotimmedi-
ately and doused the blaze. Nune was
hurtintheincident.

The police rounded up 157 people
Friday night and arrested four hartal
supporters in the city during yester-
day’s hartal, our staff correspondent
reports fromthe porteity.

The Sylhet-bound Jalalabad
Express, which left Chittagong Railway
Station the previous night, was
stranded for a few hours at Nawapara
stationyesterdaymoming.

Railway sources in Chittagong said
Sylhet-bound train Upaban Express
from Dhaka faced similar obstruction
atSrimangal stationin Moulvibazar.

In Khulna city, the opposition
activists damaged three trucks, two
autorickshaws, a bus of Parjatan
Corporation and elm:n rickshaws, our
comespondentrepo

[510 pcuple mcludm four AL
leaders, two passersby and two BNP
workers were injured in a clash
between the AL and BNP activists at
Patgram in the early hours yesterday,
reports our Lalmonirhat correspon-
dent.

Our Barisal correspondent reports:
At least seven opposition activists
including Swechchhasebak League
leader Azizur Rahman Shahin were
arrested and eight others injured in
sporadicclashesin Barisal yesterday.

Pro-hartal advoeates boycotted the
courts while Dhakis-Barisal flights were
suspended.

In Satkhira, at least six people werr,
injured in a clash between pickets
anti-hartal activists in the town
Satkhiracorrespondent says.

Our Mymensingh cormrespon
reports: The police arrested 20 opp
tionactivists duringthe hartal.

Our correspondents from Rajshahi,
Comilla, Bhola, Gopalganj and
Bandarban report that all the vehicles
except rickshaws remained off the
roadsduringthe hartal.

SB, OC suspended
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bike on Bazar Road near the meet-
ing venue. The second youth came
to him running after the grenade
blasts and they then sped away,
police said quoting witnesses.

A witness described the two
bikers to police and said he would
be able to identify them if he sees
themagain.

But the investigators have failed
to find the whereabouts of the two or
to arrest anyone until yesterday, two
daysintothe carnage.

Refusing to give details about the
witnesses, OC Chowdhury, who had
been investigating both the cases
filed in connection to the attack,
said earlier yesterday, "They live in
the adjacent area and went to the
meeting outof curiosity.”

"We strangly suspect the bikers
and are trying to trace them. But we
have not been able to identify them
yet," Chowdhury told The Daily Star.

"Some witnesses told usthey [the
bikers] headed for Habiganj town,"
hesaid, adding they were also study-
ing other possibilities about the
identities of thekillers.

Habiganj District AL Organising
Secretary MA Majid Khan filed the
two cases without accusing anyone
specifically.

In Nabiganj, the upazila AL
yesterday began a weeklong agita-
tion and mourning programme
including wearing black badges,
hoisting black flags at business
establishments and houses, and
offering prayers for the victims.
POLICEPROBE
Although police and members of

Saarc Summit

FROM PAGE 1

The summit was originally scheduled
for January 9-11 but postponed in the
wake of the December 26 tsunami that
devastated three Saarc states -- India,
Sri Lanka and the Maldives.

The summit was curtailed to two
days because of reconvening at such a
shortnotice.

Meantime, state-run BTV and its
satellite channel BTVWorld will air live
the opening and closing ceremonies of
the summit.

The information sub-committee of
dlhe:is S.am'cI prepalrli;lt;un r:ei!l took the

onatameetingyesterda

The summil'smad.lncenns; will be
equipped with 10 [SD eard phones, five
ISD fax machines, five ISD landline
telephones, 50 computers and a colour
lab forlocal and international journal-
ists, the meeting decided.

other law enforcement agencies had
visited the spot eatlier, they took
preliminary testimonies of 18
injured undergoing treatment at
Habiganj Sadar Hospital yesterday.

Sylhet Range Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) of Police AKM
Mahfuzul Haque had been staying
in Habiganj for the last two days to
monitor theinvestigations.

Meanwhile, a BBC Bangla Service
reporter quoted Haque as claiming
that they would be able o give a
result' ofthe probein 15 days.
PARALLELPROBE
Besides police, Rapid Action
Barttalion (Rab), Criminal
Investigation Department (CID),
National Security Intelligence (NSI),
Directorate General of Forces
Intelligence (DGFI), Detective
Branch (DB) and Special Branch
(SB) have begun a separate investi-
gation into theoutrage.

A team comprising senior offi-
cials of Rab, CID, NSI, DGFI, DB and
SB has been formed to co-ordinate
the probe.

Two other four-member teams
have also been formed headed by
Habiganj Additional SP Shamsul
Haque Khondaker and Sunamganj
Additional SP Chandra Kumar
Chakma to assist investigation
officer Chowdhury in his probe. The
teams have already started working.
NOFAITHINPROBE
Thelong track of failures to bring the
perpetrators of previous grenade
and bomb attacks to book has left
local AL leaders and activists, and
even some police officials of
Habiganj worried whether the
culprits behind this latest carnage
wouldalso gounpunished.

Habiganj District AL President Dr
Mushfique Hussain Chowdhury
yesterday even accused the govern-
ment of dilly-dallying in the probe.
“Police will not be able to unmask
the people behind the incident as
they enjoy government patronage.
The culprits behind the previous
bomb attacks had also gone scot-
free forthis,” healleged.

An official involved in theinvesti-
gation said the mystery of this killing
will also remain shrouded like the
previous ones, unless some one
identifies the killers.

"The people behind the repeated
grenade and bomb attacks are so
professional, skilled and powerful
that they cannot be traced unless

_ their field-level agents are ident

fied,” hesaid.



