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“'Ruminating on Rousseau

Fam HAQ

jposter exhibition on the life
and works of the philoso-
pher Jean-Jacques
Roussseau is being held at the Alli-
“ance Francaise. The posters contain
““toloured’ and sepia pictures of
‘mproducuans of paintings of the
~ past, presen fimpurtam events in
Engh sseau's life. Explanation in
’ accompany the writings in
sanch on the 24 posters depicting
‘significant days of his life. Marie-
Christine Looten, Inspector of
National Education, gave the
accompanying lecture on Rousseau
. Although her talk was in French,
the audience did not stir 1o leave,
Books on Rousseau are also to be
. found in the gallery where the exhi-
4 bitionisbeingheld.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau was born
vatGenevain 1712, Afterhis mother's
‘death his father deserted him. He
‘was apprenticed to a notary and

“then to a coppersmith. Later he

“Stayed with some Roman Catholic '

“priests at Savoy, and then with

His famous works appeared about
this period including "Emile ou de
l'education” in Amsterdam in
1762. This work was ordered to be
burnt by the French Parliament ,
and as he was to be arrested, he
fled to Prussia. In his writings he
advocated the freedom of religion
against the church and police. He
had taken shelter in Berne but he

had to leave that place and took |

shelter in England, being invited
by David Hume in 1766. Due to his
own morbidity he lost his friends
there, and had to flee France,
where he produced some of his
best stories. Here too he imagined
secret enemies and retired to
Ermenonville where he died 1772.

Rousseau reacted against the
artificiality and corruption of his
time. He was a keen thinker. In
"Emile” he presents the ideal
citizen and the means of training
the child for the state in accor-
dance with nature. He shows the
path to a true susceptibility to
religion and to God. The "Social
Contract” on the text that all men

AKM Hasan
Portrait of a TV actor

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

HE successful

introduction of package

drama in the TV channels
is a welcome development as it
has given many young artistes the
opportunityto prove theirtalents.
To take one instance, thereis AKM
Hasan who has acquired
.popularity for his powerful
presence on the small screen.,

A major milestone in his career
is his role as a comical character
in the mega-serial Ronger
Manush. Hasan says, "Before
Ronger Manush, 1 had performed
in about 20 plays. However, I did
notget duerecognition. The serial
is my tumning point. Now, I have
taken acting as my profession.”

Hasan and his co-actor Pran
Roy have become so popular
following their comical perfor-
mances that the due features in
manyacommercial. %

Why is there a paucity of qual-
ity comedy players? Hasan says,
"Enacting the role of a comic

"According to many, my suc-
cess in the character of Gafur in

~ the stage play Shonkranti, written

and directed by Mamunur Rashid,
proves my potential in perform-
ing art. In this particular charac-
ter I have to deal with a variety of
emotions,” adds Hasan.

Although Hasan has gained
immense popularity for Ronger
Manush, he considers his perfor-
mance in the role of Mobarak in
the play Mitthuk, directed by
Tanvir Ahmed Probal, as his best
performance in TV drama. "This
character is really a moving one,”
comments Hasan.

AKM Hasan has emerged as an
actor through theatre. The regular
member of Aranyak Natyadal,
Hasan has been regular in theatre
for 12 years. Besides his bold
appearance in the play
Shonkranti, Hasan has also got
appreciation for his performance
inRaaraang.

He is now performing in the
film also. Hasan says, "Director

*Madame de Warens at Annecy , who are born free and equal, regards |  character is not easy. In most AKM Hasan ] ; ! .
sent him to study at Turin. There he state as a contract in which indi- cases, because of exaggeration, Salauddin Lavluis mak:’an]g a film
abjured Protestantism. He went viduals surrender none of their the ordinary performers create = ‘jokers!, which is quite embar- sense' can perform better than based on the mega-serial Ronger

back to Madame Warens to study
music , Latin, English, German
French, mathematics and other
subjects. He then went to Venice as
the secretary to the ambassador
Comte de Montaignu and there he
wrote his "Confessions”. At 39, he
retumed to Paris and came into

Jaandacques Roussseau (1712-1772)

association with Diderot; Grimm,
Holbach, and Madame d'Epinay,
andwasadmittedas acontributor to
the "Encyclopoedia®

Due to his nervous excitiblity
he moved to the quietnature of the
woods of Montmorency and wrote
about the inequalities of society:

Celebrities to be

awarded for

contributing to BTV

On the occasion ofthe 40th anniver-
saryof Bangladesh Television (BTV),
40 celebrities will be honoured by
Natyashabha, a cultural'and social
welfare organisation, says a press
release.

The celebrl:ies, who have an
immense contribution in the 40
year-journey of BTV, will be awarded
with honorary crests and certificates
inthe firstweck ofMarch,

T'hc pf..rsonalmes mcludc Kalim

Al Mamun, Mustafa Kamal Syed,
Nawajish Ali Khan, Rafiqul Bari
Chowdhury, Ferdousi Rahman,
Abdullah Abu Sayeed, Ferdousi
Majumder, Humayun Ahmed, Ali
Imam, Faridur Reza Sagar, Shykh
Siraj, Afzal Hossain, Subarna
Mustafa, Shakila Zafar, Baby
Nazneen, Shomi Kaiser, Mehreen,
Ishita, Tarin and others. The selected
organisations are Unilever Bangla-
desh Limited, Keya Cosmetics,
qu)}pﬂ{@xcmicalsalldSqume.

Picture shows a sequence from play Bou Bashonti by cultural group Udichl.
The organisation will hold a six-day drama festival from February 11, says a
press release. Among Udichi's plays, Bou Bashonti, Chiley Kothar Sepaiand
The Freedom of the City will be staged, Besides, the festival will also stage
Nagarik Natyasampradaya's Raktokarabl, Aranyak's Raaraang and

Prachyanat's Circus Circus.

- natural rights, but rather agree to

their protection. The "Social Con-
tract”" became the text-book of the
French Revolution.

The programme has been
arranged with the collaboration of
the Swiss' Embassy and remains
opened till February 10.

agitation amongst the audience
instead of entertainment. They
lack the proper 'comic sense'.
But, those who do have the poten-
tial'are reluctant to perform only
as comic characters. Moreover,
average viewers underestimate

the comedians and label them as

rassing."

Hasan does notwant to confine
his acting career purely to the
realm of comedy. Hasan says, "A
quality actor should have the
potential to perform in various
characters. In acting, those who
have sharp wit and good 'comic

others. Say for example,
Humayun Faridy has become a

powerful actor due to his acumen

legend as an actor and he has got
good 'comic sense’. As I have
performed comic characters well,
I believe I can play all other char-
acters with ease.

Manush. 1 amacting in the film. 1
have got offers for few other mov-
iesalso."

Hasan is also an editor of TV
programmes. In future he hopes
to emerge as a director. For his
powerful histrionic skills, Hasan
hasreceived the Bachsas award.

News Bulletin

BTV

‘News Headiines (Bangla) st B8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) &1 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) al3:00 pm. 10:00 pm,
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) al 7:15 am, 9:00am.
7:15 pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
Englich) a111:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) al 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00
pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm,3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 2:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
Enghish) al11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA

NewesHeadines(Bangla) at 5:30 prn. 7:30
' pm.
Tara News (Bangle) et 8:30 pm. 11:30

"¢li Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) a1 9:30

o pm.
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Bhalobasho Mor Gaan

Onntyat08:50pm

Musical Programme

Hosted by Ferdousi Rahman

Particlpated by Shahin Samad, Moutushi, Fahmida Nabi

AWalk to Remember
OnHBO at9:30pm
Genre: Drama/Romance

Cast: Shane West, Mandy Moore, Peter Coyote

Directed by Adam Shankman
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